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Brad Hurd. Under Hospice Care.
Steven Kelly. Friend of Lovell’s. Stage 4.

Ken Moran. Odell’s son. Stage 4 cancer.

Paul Mays. Health concerns.
James Palmer. Heart by-pass surgery.
Caregivers.

Our Country & Our Military.
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Special Neaeds

Ryan Kendrick. Special needs.
Jaydan Patrick. Special needs.

Israel, Palestine, & Ukraine.
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Sibbie Byrd. Health issues.

Sharon Teschendorf. Dementia .

Brandi Beavers. Health concerns.

The Beavers Children. Health concerns.

Jack Beavers. Health concerns.

Dixie Clifton. Health concerns.

Drew Clifton. Dixie’s grandson. Need of prayer.
Norman W. Hill. Health concerns.

Hester Hollandsworth. Health concerns.
Matthew Hollandsworth. Health concerns.
Rita Lawless. Health concerns.

Karen Lovell. Health concerns.
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To have someone added to the prayer list or
to have information updated, please contact
Matthew or Jonathan.

Names will be removed after four weeks if
no updates are received.

For we walk by
oo ® @eo.o,

€? Faith

2 Cor. 5:7

not by sight.

www.ccocva.org/connect
www.facebook.com/CCOCVA
Telephone: (276) 647-8454
Fax: (276) 794-4940
Message Alert:
(276) 794-4035

il
Collinsville Church of Christ

P.0. Box 158
2115 Daniels Creek Rd
Collinsville, VA 24078

WWW.CCOCVa.org
(276) 647-8454

Times We Meet:

Sunday:
Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Thursday:
Virtual Bible Study:
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" ¢ Conduct Worthy of the Calling

_ The fabled “Pony Express” was short lived.
e "It lasted only about a year and a half (April
1860 October 1861). The transcontinental telegraph
put an end to the need for the horses and their riders.
However, in the brief time it existed, the service made
a lasting impact on American history.

Before the creation of the Pony Express it took a long
time for news from the East coast to reach the West
coast. For example, when James Buchanan was elected
as President in 1856 it took months for the news to
reach California. Yet, when Abraham Lincoln was elect-
ed in 1860, utilizing the system of men carrying infor-
mation while galloping on their horses, the news
reached the California newspapers in just one week!

Of particular interest to me is the type of person the
owners of the operation wanted working for them.
Each rider was presented with a Bible and was re-
quired to sign this oath:

“I do hereby swear, before the great and living God, that
during my engagement, and while I am an employee of
Russell, Majors, and Waddell, I will,

“Conduct” Continued on Page 2...
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“Conduct” Continued from Front Page ... under no circumstances, use profane
language, that I will drink no intoxicating liquors, that I will not quarrel or fight
with any other employee of the firm, and that in every respect, I will conduct my-
self honestly, be faithful to my duties, and so direct all my acts as to win the confi-
dence of my employer, so help me God.”

They were calling for serious people with high character. The task at hand was
too important to take lightly. Such reminds us of the serious task to which our
Lord calls us:

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with pa-
tience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3; see also 1 Thess. 2:12; 1 Tim. 3:2-3; Titus 1:7-
8).

Also like the riders of the Pony Express, from the same passage of Ephesians,
we are to refrain from profane language (Eph. 4:29-5:4) and intoxicating bever-
ages (Eph. 5:18),

Not many were willing to take on the challenge of riding for the Pony Express.
Similarly, we are told by Jesus that not many will be willing to take on the chal-
lenge of living the Christian life (Matt. 7:13-14; 22:14).

Let us resolve to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the divine calling!

—Bart Warren

4 As [ study about the church in the pages of the New Testament, three
important concepts concerning the local congregation keep coming to mind. It
is very obvious that each congregation, as God desires it, must be...

“Local Church” Continued on Page 3...

The Local Church that God Desires
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SN~ uly Birthdays!
O&wﬂd 21ST DAVE ROBERTSON
e 25TH SAMMIE BEAVERS
& Pizza & Movie Night!

: W*‘ Our next Pizza & Movie Night

@ W is on August 3, 2024!

Pizza Supper @ 5:00 p.m.
Movie @ 5:30 p.m.
| Ladies Digging Bible Class!
W Our next Monthly Ladies Digging
" Deep Bible Class is Sunday, Au-
gust 4™ from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00
p.m. in the fellowship hall.

BTS Supply Drive!

We are collecting school sup-
plies again this year to help
| those who can use a little extra
help during this
Back-to-School season!
Please bring in the following to
the lobby by August 4, 2024:
Crayons, Erasers, Glue Sticks, #2
Pencils, Ink Pens
- (Blue or Black,)
Looseleaf Paper (Wide lined,) 1-
Subject (Wide lined) Notebooks.

Game Night!

Next Game Night is on August
31, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. Please
bring your favorite games &

finger foods to share.
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Solution
given, seek; false; serpent; gifts, things; men,
Law, Prophets
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Last Days (Joel 2:28-32)
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COME DREAM LORD
PASS POUR SPIRIT
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Across Down

1 The persecutor that became the persecuted. 1 The man who denied Jesus tres fines.

4 Thrown in a den with lions. » ‘ ‘
2 Aphysician by profession (and no, it's not

Or. Joe),
9 One of 3 men that was thrown in the "Fiery ‘ .
Fumace”. 3 The King who threw the 3 men into the

"Flery Furmace”.

6 The Man who had lived for 969 years.

10 "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one

comes to the Father except firough me". - 5 g of Hagar, Sarals handmaiden.

12 Man who killed a thousand men with a

donkey's jawhone. 7 Man whose vife tumed into & pillar of salt

13 The first Man and sinner. 8 The man who hung himsef hecause of

14 Man who sold his inheritance for abowl of ~ EXITEMe Quit

Soup- 12 Short man who climbed  ree fo see Jesus.

15 Moses' hiological bro. ‘
16 The first man who was murdered.,

17 Prophet who was fed by ravens.
18 The weeping Prophet.
19 One of the FIRST two disciples of Jesus.

20 Paul's companion on several of his
missionary journeys.
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“Local Church” Continued from Page 2...

Scriptural. The church was founded by the Lord Himself (Matt. 16:18), and it
is His desire that each congregation of it work and worship according to His
word. The church is designed to be the pillar and ground of truth (1 Tim. 3:15),
thus we must use the truth of God’s word to find authorization for everything
we do as a congregation. The Scriptures must be the foundation of all church
instruction. Any religious body operating outside of the bounds of Scripture
may be called a church by man, but it is not the Lord’s.

Familial. The church is described as the family of God (Eph. 3:15). In another
place, it is called the household of God (Eph. 2:19). As a family, as brothers and
sisters in Christ, God desires us to show sincere and fervent love for one anoth-
er (1 Pet. 1:22). The local church should be a place of great edification and en-
couragement. The closeness and special fellowship the members of the local
Lord’s body enjoy should be evident to all (John 13:15).

Beneficial. It is God’s desire that the church be about doing good—to those in-
side and outside (2 Cor. 9:13). There ought to be great spiritual benefit for all
the members of each congregation. Also, the community in general should ben-
efit from the local church existing in it because of the help and hope it gives.
Like the church when first formed, we should have “favor with all the peo-

ple” (cf. Acts 2:47). And, of course, the church should benefit the world by pre-
senting the truth about the gospel and how it saves.

Read Revelation chapters 2 and 3 again sometime and note how the local con-
gregations that did not possess all three were in danger of soon being removed
from God’s grace. Let’s each do our part to make sure we always have all three
in abundance. —Edd Sterchi

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS ON PAGE 7!

Watch Live & On Demand GBN TV. Listen Live GBN Radio,

¢EN

BROADCASTINGNETWORK

Video & Audio Podcasts, Check these options out at gbntv.org
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1. “Ask, and it will be
opened to you.”

2. True or False: Jesus said a father would give his son a stone if he asked for
bread.

3. “Orif he asks for a fish, will he give hima _?”

4, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good __
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good __

'H

Him!

to you; __, and you will find; knock, and it will be

to your children, how
to those who ask

__todo to you, do also to them, for this is

5. “Therefore, whatever you want
the __

»
and the _. CHECK YOUR ANSWERS ON PAGE 7!

The ‘Art’ of Singing

_ As a preacher I often sit and look around at the people who are sing-
- ing. We are singing songs of praise to the God of the universe. We
stand in awe at the power and majesty of God. We know this is the same God
who created the universe and who will bring it to an end. This is the same God
who raised Jesus from the dead and we are so happy that He did. We believe He
is able to raise us from the dead also.

We sing praise to God. We also are singing the praises of God. We want every-
one to know how we feel about Him and how we love and adore Him. Without
God we would be nothing and without God we would surely perish. Oh, we love
God!

We may not sing on key. We may not even know what “on key” is. We may not
know where “on key” is. That isn’t why we are singing. We are singing praises
to/of our God. We are not looking for the praise of men in how good we sing.
We are not looking for the praise of men in how beautiful our voice is.

“Art” Continued on Page 5...
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“Art” Continued from Page 4... We are praising God, OUR God.
Then sometimes I see someone who isn’t singing.

Let me ask you a question: How do you feel about your God? This is your God.
Right? You love and adore Him. Right?

Then sometimes I hear someone say they can’t sing. Let me tell you a story
about turkey hunting. Calling turkeys in the spring is an “art.” Some towns have
contests for the best turkey callers. A friend of mine enjoys turkey hunting. He
has a good calling ability. There is a certain way people are taught to call.

Anyway, this friend was hunting one spring and heard someone calling. He said
it was the worst job of calling he had ever heard. He thought it would surely im-
prove, but it did not. So when he could stand it no longer he began to slip up on
this caller to see who it was. He finally got pretty close and then he saw...a tur-
key hen calling for a gobbler. He then realized that the "art” of calling may not
be what man thinks it is!

God made everyone’s voice. It may not sound good to me. It may not sound
good to the person who has it. [t may be beautiful to the Creator. Never deprive
God of hearing His creature praise Him. Sing! —Vernon Curry

Why Do You Believe That?

é 3\4 Most people’s religious beliefs are really not their own, but what
—— %  they've gleaned from others (family, friends, media, co-workers,
neighbors, classmates, etc.). The majority will admit they have not taken the
time to see what the Bible actually teaches. Frighteningly, all people will one
day stand before Almighty God in Judgment based on what’s written in the Bi-
ble (2 Cor. 5: 10-11; John 5:28-29; 12: 48) : 7




