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Safe Passage

“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Beth-
lehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be regis-
tered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:4-7).

The image of a pregnant Mary riding on a donkey on her way to Beth-
lehem is taken for granted by most folks. Yet, there is no verse that
says such is the way she made her way from Nazareth to the location
she would give birth to our Lord. Is it a possibility? Sure. Is it explicitly
stated in Scripture? No, it is not.

One thing we do know, travel in this region and at this time was a very
dangerous enterprise. Further, finding a safe place to spend the night
was a very difficult challenge (consider Luke 10:25-37; Judges 19:15;
Genesis 19:1-3). Evidently, in order to be safe, travelers preferred to
stay with family. If family was not a possibility, they sought out friends
of friends—some type of prior connection so that they would feel safe.

Mary was given safe passage to Bethlehem. Once there, Mary was giv-
en a safe, though unconventional, place to give birth. Once born, in
spite of the wicked plans of Herod the Great, Jesus was given safe pas-
sage into adolescence from infancy (Matthew 2:13-15).

Every step of the way, God the Father was providing for God the Son.

“Safe Passage” Continues on Page 2...
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“Safe Passage” Continued from Front Page...

But that is not all! The Almighty also provided safe passage for the “wise men from the

east” (Matthew 2:1). It is estimated that they traveled some 800-1,200 miles to see the Christ.
Upon being so blessed as to see and worship Him, they were warned to leave Bethlehem a dif-
ferent way than they had arrived (Matthew 2:11-12). Any direction they would go, any path
they took to get home, potentially took them into places Herod ruled. Any route home would
take them to places where they might be intercepted by Herod’s soldiers. The magi undertook
this journey at great personal risk. The Lord provided them safe passage.

May we all trust in the Lord to provide safe spiritual passage for us, knowing that He kept all
safe going to and from Bethlehem so many years ago. —Bart Warren

p‘ Dangerous “Nations” Among Us

& In the history of the world, many nations have posed great danger to people who
L lived around them. In ancient times, Egypt, Assyria, Chaldea, Rome, and others were
dangerous. In recent history, Germany, Japan, Russia, and China have been seen as dangerous.

However, the most dangerous “nations” are not earthly powers. They are spiritual forces.

Some things are abominations to God, for they pervert and destroy man spiritually. In Deuter-
onomy 18:9-12, Moses taught that idolatry and many practices of the occult were abomina-
tions. Solomon said seven things are an abomination to God: a proud look, a lying tongue, hands
that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet swift to run to evil, a false wit-
ness, and one who sows discord among brethren (Proverbs 6:16-19).

Many Christians are eternally ruined by contamination. They fall prey to worldliness—
immorality, drinking, dancing, cursing, and gambling, for instance. They become spotted by the
world (James 1:27).

Discrimination is a great danger to world peace and well-being. All people are made in the im-
age of God (Genesis 1:26-27); in Christ all are of equal importance and value to God (Galatians
3:28).Why do some practice discrimination between rich and poor, young and old, male and fe-
male, black and white?

Some are defeated by termination. It may be that one becomes unhappy or upset with some-
thing in the local church such as family problems, disagreements among brethren, or hurting
someone’s feelings. What happens? They terminate—give up church responsibilities, stop con-
tributing, and quit attending. In the end, they become entangled and overcome by the defile-
ments of the world (2 Peter 2:20-22).

“Nations” Continues on Page 3...
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BIBLE < Bible Quiz: Matthew 28:11-15

Qulz . 2 )—l
= — CHECK YOUR ANSWERS ON PAGE 4!

1. Now while they were going, behold, some of the __ came into the city and reported to the
chief priests all the things that had __”

2. “When they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of
__tothe

3. “Say, ‘His disciples came at __ and stole Him away while we __
4. True or False: The governor punished the soldiers for losing Jesus’ body.

5. “So they took the money and did as they were instructed; and this saying is commonly re-
ported among the __ until this __."

12

“Nations” Continued from Page 2...
As innocent as it looks, procrastination is a dangerous nation. One may

convince himself that he means well and will do better some day while completely dominated
by this “nation.”

Denominations are dangerous because, while appearing beneficial, they divide believers in
Christ into separate competing groups. Christ came to unite all in one body (John 17:20; Ephe-
sians 4:4), the undenominational church of Christ (Romans 16:16).

Paul taught against this “nation,” say- ing there should be “no divisions among you, but that you
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

The ultimate danger to our souls is eternal CONDEMNATION. One day all will stand before God
in judgment to receive eternal victory over these dangerous “nations,” or to be condemned be-

cause of them. —Darrell E. Beard
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