Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday

February 18, 2026 + 7:00 p.m.




Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!

Peace be with you in this Lenten season. It is good to be together.

We are a community committed to the fostering of faith for young
participants. Children are encouraged to participate fully in worship and are
encouraged to growth through Sunday School. Classes for all ages are
available at 9:00am.

Discover more about the congregation at our website messiahlyndhurst.org
or on social media at facebook.com/MLC44124.

Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship or with our Prayer Partners prayer
chain ministry.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly. Worshippers
of all ages are welcome at Christ’s Table. If Communion is new for you or a
young one in your family, we invite you to have a conversation with Pastor
Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:

Presiding Minister The Rev. Paul Moody
Assisting Minister Tom Griffith
Organist Adam Dellinger
Choir Director Vicki Lester

Altar Guild Twyla Lucas

Reader Karyn Schmidt
Ushers Twyla and Bob Lucas

5200 Mayfield Road, Lyndhurst, OH
440-442-6941
messiahlyndhurst.org
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GATHERING

(Please gather in silence and stand when directed)
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GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust
the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our
prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with
confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
(Please be seated)
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WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for
genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
and clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition.

1Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
™Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
5Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?

6Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
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and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
°Then you shall call, and the LorD will answer;

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
1%if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
1The LorD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 51:1-17
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'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.

’Wash me through and through ! from my wickedness,
and cleanse me ! from my sin.

3For I know ! my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.

“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil ! in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right ! in your judgment.
5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my ! mother’s womb.
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¢Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
8Let me hear ! joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
°Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out I all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean ! heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
1Cast me not away ! from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- ! it from me.
1?Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- ! tiful Spirit.
13 et me teach your ways | to offenders,
and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.
l“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing ! of your righteousness.
150 Lord, o- | pen my lips,
and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
15For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it.
You are not pleased | with burnt offering.
7The sacrifice of God is a ! troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s
reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right
relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.

206 We entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. 2! For our sake God
made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

6:1 As we work together with him, we entreat you also not to accept the
grace of God in vain. 2For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation! 3We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way:
in great endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, >beatings,
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ¢in purity, knowledge,
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patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors and yet are true, °as unknown and yet are well known, as dying and
look—we are alive, as punished and yet not killed, °as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and yet possessing
everything.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Dying Love
Maxcine Posegate

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(Please rise)
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GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes
that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] !“Beware of practicing your righteousness before
others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when
you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
4so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. ¢But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

6*And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they
mark their faces to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 7 But when you fast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, ®so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19%Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, 2°but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 2! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON The Rev. Paul Jones Moody

(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of Our Life
ELW #766
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INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is
renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for
God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love
one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy
the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance,
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the
gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty
days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(A long silence is kept for reflection and self-examination)

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have
been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have
infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is
in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and
cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who
come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Please come forward to receive the sign of the cross on your forehead)
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

(We observe a long moment of silence)

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
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Almighty God have mercy on us,

forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit

keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

(Please rise)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

(A brief silence)

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of
repentance, and renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in
baptism. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every diverse
ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant beauty
and purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across the world
(places may be named). Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of
injustice and let any who are oppressed go free. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are rent by grief,
uphold any who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and give housing to
all without shelter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you.
Strengthen our resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing, and
quicken our prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

(Here other intercessions may be offered)
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Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their treasure in
heaven, and for (Martin Luther and) all who on earth proclaimed your
abounding, steadfast love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
saying, “"Peace be with you” or similar response.)

OFFERING

(Please rise in body or spirit)
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OFFERING RESPONSE
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
All are welcome here.

(Please be seated, and follow the usher’s guidance, coming forward to receive Holy Communion.

If you would like to be served in your pew, please let an usher know, and the team will come and serve you.
The Sacrament will be served at the rail. Please kneel if you would like. If you need gluten-free bread, please let
the server know. Wine is red, juice is lighter in color. The presiding minister will say a blessing
for each group that communes.)
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COMMUNION HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
ELW #335

COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table
ELW #522

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION PRAYER

As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with Word and Sacrament,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:

Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other in God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.

Amen.
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BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Restore in Us, O God
EL*W #328

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

Messiah Staff Members

Choir Director: Vicki Lester

Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Organist: Adam Dellinger

Social Media & Website: Kristy Bohinc

Attributions

Liturgy based on Now the Feast and Celebration, © GIA Publications, Inc., all rights reserved.
Kyrie ELW #157; Offering Response ELW #465; Holy Holy Holy ELW #191; Lamb of God ELW
#195; Post Communion Canticle ELW #208. Portions from sundaysandseasons.com printed
with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Music reproduction (print, streaming
and digital distribution) with permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. Scripture from the
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. Cover Image: Natalie Comrie c/o unsplash.com.

Prayers

PLEASE SEND NEW PRAYER REQUESTS TO: pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org

Please pray for our siblings in Christ: Catherine, Tonyia Greanoff, Manzetta
Jackson, William Jaros, Kaitlyn, Diane Kosovich, Grace Loudenstein, Morrey
Nuss, Lisa Perry, Bea Thompson, and all who are in need of comfort and
healing.
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