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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!  
 

Peace be with you in this season of Ordinary Time (Sundays after 

Pentecost). It is good to be together.   
 

We are a community committed to the fostering of faith for young 

participants. Children are encouraged to participate fully in worship and are 

encouraged to growth through Sunday School. Classes for all ages will 

resume in September. 
 

Discover more about the congregation at our website messiahlyndhurst.org 

or on social media at facebook.com/MLC44124.  
 

Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org) 

or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to 

be considered for inclusion in worship or with our Prayer Partners prayer 

chain ministry. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly. Worshippers 

of all ages are welcome at Christ’s Table. If Communion is new for you or a 

young one in your family, we invite you to have a conversation with Pastor 

Paul. 

 

Serving in Worship Today: 
 

Presiding Minister The Rev. Jon Paulus 

Assisting Minister Carol Sopko 

Organ   Adam Dellinger 

Altar Guild  Alison Griffith 

Reader   Carol Sopko 

Usher   Carol Lapin 

 

5200 Mayfield Road, Lyndhurst, OH 

440-442-6941 

messiahlyndhurst.org 

 

http://facebook.com/MLC44124
mailto:pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org
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GATHERING 

 

WELCOME 
 
 

PRELUDE                             
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Please rise. All may make the sign of the cross,                                                                      
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 

your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s 

name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
 

 

 
GATHERING HYMN                                                                                                                                                                                                 Gather Us In 

                                                         ELW #532 
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GREETING 
 

 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY       
 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 

fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                            1 Kings 19:9-18 
 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that 
he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to 
anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night 

there.  
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  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of 

hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 

my life, to take it away.” 
 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD 

is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 

in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, 

and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 

his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 

there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 

Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 

Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you 

shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever 

escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 

that has not kissed him.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.                             

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  

PSALM                                                   Psalm 85:8-13 
 

  8 I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | 

hearts to you. 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  

 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
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 12 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. 
 

 

SECOND READING:                              Romans 10:5-15 
 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in 
the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 

person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that 

comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to 

righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there 

is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 

generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how 

are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they 

to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him 

unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

bring good news!” 
 

Word of God, word of life.                             

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                             

 
 

(Please stand) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL                   Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their 
best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in 
trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side 

[of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had 

dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the 

waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in 

the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 

ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
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said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on 

the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 

became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 

of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son 

of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 
 

(Please be seated) 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                                                                                             Sermon written by Bishop Don Kriess 

(Southeast Michigan Synod) 

Read by Carol Sopko 
 
 

(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon before standing as directed) 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                       Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

                                                                                                   ELW #756 
 

          
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION           
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
 

(A brief silence) 
 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be 

heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the 

church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity 

in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing 

climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in 

positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to 

respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in 

your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who 

suffer (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life 

amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church 

leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 
 

(Here other intercessions may be offered) 
 

 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our 

earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 

in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
 

PEACE 
 

Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
saying, “Peace be with you” or similar response, before being seated.) 

 

 
OFFERTORY                       

                              
         

 
(Please stand) 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. 

Come, share in the feast! 

All are welcome here.  
 
(Please follow the ushers’ guidance to receive Holy Communion. The Sacrament will be served in a 

continuous line at the front of the chancel. Gluten-free bread is available, please let the server 

know as needed. Cups are available in the tray on the credence table between servers. To receive 

wine, pick up an empty cup which will be filled from the pouring chalice. Alcohol-free white grape 

juice is available in the pre-filled cups at the center of each tray. You may eat and drink as soon as 

the bread is given the wine received. If you would like to be served in your pew, please let an 

usher know and the team will come to meet you.)  
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                         My Life Flows On in Endless Song 

ELW #763 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                                                                                                         Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 

ELW #755 
 

 

 

(Please stand) 
 
 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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SENDING 
 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
MISSION PRAYER 
 

As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with Word and Sacrament,  

now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray: 
 

Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the 

Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support 

each other in God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be 

Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.  

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN                                                                                                                            O God, Our Help in Ages Past                                                                                                                        c 
ELW #632 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude) 

 
POSTLUDE                 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Messiah Staff Members 

Choir Director: Vicki Lester 
Office Administrator: Steven Liss 
Organist: Adam Dellinger 
Social Media & Website: Kristy Bohinc 
 

Attributions  
Liturgy Setting (words and music) based on “Chicago Folk Service” by Art Gorman, copyright 1972 
and 1993 Neil A. Know Music Company. Used under license. Portions from Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Service order reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from the New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. Music reproduction (print, streaming, and digital 
distribution) done with permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. Cover Image: Todd Turner via 
unsplash.com. 

 
 

Prayers 
 

Prayer Team & Partners: Our Prayer Team will pray with/for you. Please 

complete a blue Prayer Request Card, available in the sanctuary, which offers 

these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the intercessory 

prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in the Bulletin, 

or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.  
 

PLEASE SEND NEW PRAYER REQUESTS TO: pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org 
 

Please pray for our siblings in Christ: Holly Bhatt, Namit Bhatt, Braden, 

Emma, Paul Gochnour, Tonyia Greanoff, William Jaros, Cathy Jordan, Diane 

Kosovich, Grace Loudenstein, Lisa Perry, Jackie Pickering, Jim Richardson, 

Taylor, Alex Vinesky, the family and friends of Pamela Bonnett, the family and 

friends of Bob Kopsak, the family and friends of Bob Schuping, and all who are 

in need of comfort and healing. 
 

(Prayer requests included in the bulletin will remain active for four weeks. 
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please resubmit it accordingly.) 

mailto:pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org
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Announcements  
      

Altar Flowers: The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of Lisa and Kevin Halberg's 40th wedding anniversary. 
 

Sunday School: Sunday School starts in September! We are looking for 

another teacher. If you feel called to participate in the faith journey of our 

youth, either weekly or as an occasional substitute, please get in touch! Talk to 

Sarah Dellinger, Lisa Halberg, or Allison Schreiber to learn more. 
 

Book Club: The book club has resumed meeting at Messiah this summer in the 

Sittler Lounge and/or the library. We will next meet on August 11, 2026 at 7pm 

to discuss the book The Correspondent by Virginia Evans. Contact Nancy 

Pittard if you have questions: nlp1097@att.net. 
 

Pastor Paul’s Office Hours: 

Wednesdays:    1:00 – 3:00pm 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Mon, Wed, & Fri:   12:00 – 4:00pm 
 

Attendance and Offering for the week of August 2, 2026: 

Attendance: 56  Offering: $2,590 

Special Acknowledgments 
 

Email to messiahlutheranoffice@gmail.com by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on the following 

Sunday. We’ll keep items in print for at least two weeks. 
 

 Thank you to Manzetta Jackson, Gail Ross, Carol Lapin, Jill Snellman,      

and the Lenz family (Jen, Clara, and Annette) for their service at Shoes   

and Clothes for Kids on July 27. Shoes and Clothes for Kids is preparing    

to distribute clothing and school supplies for the upcoming school year.      

Our congregation's help in organizing supplies was greatly appreciated   

(c/o Karen Dickerson). 

 Thanks to the Messiah musicians for sharing their wonderful talents for our 

summer liturgy... they add so much to our church services (c/o Karyn 

Schmidt)! 

  

 

 

mailto:nlp1097@att.net
mailto:messiahlutheranoffice@gmail.com

