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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!

It is good to be together, even if we are meeting in church courtyard. The
Church Council has asked that all worshipers please wear a protective
mask while in the courtyard.

If you are new to Messiah, you can find out more about our community at
messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During this current health
crisis, we will upload our service to our website each Sunday morning
(www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow along at home with
the order of service included below.

Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service may be pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in

until the following week.

Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days - including all
Sundays of the Easter Season. The date of our next Communion worship
service is June 20. If Communion is new for you, we invite you to have a
conversation with Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:

Minister The Rev. Paul Moody
Assisting Minister Kristy Bohinc
Organist Glenn Odenbrett
Reader Drinda Kiner
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GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Ar Hyd Y Nos
(based on the tune to ELW #679)
Barry L. Bobb

(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection, we take time during the prelude to
center ourselves and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.)

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways

of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.

Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.

3|Page



Through Jesus, + the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
(based on ELW #807)
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
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Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; proneto leave the God I love.
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teach me
he, to

cv - ¢r to

a - dore thee; may I
res - cue me from dan - ger,

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

still

it; seal it for

thy good-ness prove.
in - ter - posed his

pre-cious blood.

thy courts a - bove.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and
love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount
Zion, the location of the holy temple.

22Thus says the Lord Gob:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LoORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
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and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12)

1Tt is a good thing to give thanks ! to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, ' O Most High;
’to herald your love ! in the morning
and your faithful- | ness at night;
3on the psaltery, and ! on the lyre,
and to the melody ! of the harp.
‘For you have made me glad by your ! acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works ! of your
hands.
12The righteous shall flourish ! like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a ce- ! dar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted in the house ! of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts ! of our God;
14they shall still bear fruit ''in old age;
they shall be | green and succulent;
isthat they may show how up- ' right the LoRrbD is,
my rock, in whom there is ! no injustice.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in
Christ are now in God’s new creation.

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home
in the body we are away from the Lord—’for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and
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at home with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to please him. °For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the
body, whether good or evil.

[*'Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but
we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to
your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving
you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those
who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] *For the love
of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. °And he died for all, so that those who live might live
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

6From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. 7So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

(Please stand as you are able)

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand.
Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.

25[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,?’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout
and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head. 2°But when the grain is ripe, at
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 3'It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
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33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 3*he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Paul Jones Moody

(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon. Please stand as you are able.)

HYMN OF THE DAY God of the Fertile Fields
(based on ACS #1063)
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trust from you all that you give; help us in
serves our need, SO your reign grows. Let all our
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boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
toil be used, no gift of yours a - bused,
lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you.
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for  peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.
no hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
(A brief silence)

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From
the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore
growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles
of poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician(s) (especially). We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(Here other intercessions may be offered)
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Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you (especially). We look forward to that day when we are reunited in
your new creation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(If you are gathered with others, please greet one another with a
sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “"Peace be with you” or similar response)

THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

MISSION PRAYER

As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with the Gospel,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:

Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other and God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.

Amen.

BLESSING

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
*+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation

(based on ELW #679)
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, I 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)
POSTLUDE Italian Hymn
(based on the tune to "God of the Fertile Fields")
Alec Wyton

Messiah Staff Members

Organist: Glenn Odenbrett

Choir Director: Vicki Lester

Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss

Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer

Attributions

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Service of the Word.

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485.
Scripture from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide. Music reproduction (streaming and digital distribution) done with
permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. Cover image: Erik McLean c/o unsplash.com.
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Prayers

Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card - available in the sanctuary — which
offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.

(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)

Please pray for our siblings in Christ: The family and friends of Max Caston,
Ruth Bode, Jim Butler, John Durkin, Tracy Galvin, Dorothy Harper, Sara Hritz,
Jayne Imel, Christine Maharg, Adam Meredith, Charlotte Jane Moody, Lisa
Perry, Phyllis Short, Bob Spinks, Kathy Strom, Deb Sturm, Jim Szatkowski, and
all those in need of comfort and healing.

(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements

PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

Summer Hymn Requests: Is there a hymn we have not sung in a while that
you would like to sing during one of our summer worship services? Whether
it's in our current Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red) or Lutheran Book of
Worship (green) hymnal, Pastor Paul will collaborate with Organist Glenn to
include it during worship this summer. Please email your requests

to glennodenbrett@aol.com and let Glenn know if there are any Sundays when
you will be worshipping out of town so that your hymn request can be
scheduled when you can sing it at Messiah.

Readers Needed for Courtyard and/or Virtual Services: Have you ever
wanted to read the scripture for our services? You can now check the home
page of our website and look for the signup sheet banner near the top of the
page. You'll be able to sign up and then participate during Courtyard Services
or (if weather dictates) record yourself reading and email it to Pastor Paul to
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add to the virtual service. If you have questions, please feel free to reach
Kristy at kbdesigns2010@hotmail.com. Thank you!

Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of
difficulty, and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect
with Pastor Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440-
442-6941 or pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.

OHIO Covid-19: Now that testing is more widely available — we wanted to share
some of the key resources:

e Ohio Corona Virus Portal:
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home

e Link/Map for Testing Sites:
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/testing-ch-

centers/
e Phone for Info: 1-833-427-5634

LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’'s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.

Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00pm.

Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.

Attendance and Offering for the week of June 6, 2021:
Courtyard Attendees + YouTube Views: 34
Offering (incl. electronic giving): $2,959

(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)
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< Special Acknowledgments

, This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
O office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

¥ Now that Sunday School is finished for the summer, we'd like to thank
all the staff for their creativity and persistence while the church has

been closed.
c¢/o Tom Griffith
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