
 

 

 

Dale s grave with wreaths.  

National Capital Commandery 

Midshipman Dale Commemoration, Bermuda 

On 28 February 2026, Captain John Rodgaard and Dr. Judy Pearson, were in St George s, 
Bermuda for the annual Midshipman Richard Sutherland Dale, USN Commemoration. As 
members of the official party, John represented The 1805 Club, while Judy represented the 
Naval Order of the United States. Others in the official party were: His Excellency, Mr. 
Andrew Murdoch (Cdr, RN, Ret), Governor of Bermuda; The Worshipful Quinell Francis, 
Mayor of St George; US Consul General Antoinette Hurtado; and the Reverend Thomas 
Nisbett of St. Peter s Church. The Friends of St. Peter s Church, led by Ms Allison 
Outerbridge, organized the event. T.S. Admiral Somers Sea Cadets, led by Commander 
Michael Frith (RNR, Sea Cadet Corps), provided the sea cadet color party and escort.   

By way of background, US Midshipman Richard Sutherland Dale was wounded, his leg 
amputated, in one of the last sea battles of the War of 1812. It was the battle between HMS 
Endymion and USS President, off the coast of New York in January 1815.  President 



 

 

surrendered. Both ships were dismasted and made their way to St George s, Bermuda.  
Dale, now a prisoner of war, was placed in the Stennet Hotel, where he received care. He 
died of his wounds on 22 February 1815, only twenty years old. The Treaty of Ghent, ending 
the war, had been signed only weeks before, but word of the treaty had not yet reached 
ships at sea.  

Dale was the son of Commodore Richard Dale, a naval hero of the American War for 
Independence. The young midshipman was interred in the churchyard of St Peter s Church. 
His family, upon learning of his death, arranged for a marble gravestone to be placed on his 
grave. In 2015, the Naval Order of the US arranged for a new, duplicate gravestone to be 
placed on top of the old gravestone.  About a dozen other US Navy prisoners of war died on 
Bermuda, but the whereabouts of their remains is unknown. They may have been interred 
in a mass grave or perhaps buried at sea. Dale’s is the only known war grave on Bermuda.  

The ceremony began in King s Square, where Mr David Frith (Michael s father), dressed as 
an early nineteenth century town crier, announced the arrival of Governor Murdoch and 
introduced the members of the official party. The governor inspected the fourteen Sea 
Cadets who stood on parade, carrying the flag of Bermuda and the US flag with 15 stars.  
On the behalf of the Daughters of the War of 1812 and the US government, the US Consul 
General placed a wreath under a bronze marker bearing the names of Dale s fellow 
prisoners of war who died on Bermuda. Then, led by a fifer and drummer, the Sea Cadets 
escorted the official party in a procession to nearby St Peter s Church.  

In the church graveyard, Reverend Nisbett opened the service, which began with the 
reading of Bible verses relating to the sea. He pointed out that, although Bermuda regarded 
Dale as an enemy  those caring for him gave him tender care during the final days of his 
life. The reverend reminded all present that the Bermudians who cared for Dale were 
carrying out Christ s instructions to love your enemies ; serving as an example for all.  The 
event ended with the singing of God Save the King and the Star-Spangled Banner. The 
Governor laid a wreath on Dale s grave on the behalf of the Crown. John Rodgaard laid a 
wreath on the behalf of The 1805 Club. Judy Pearson laid a wreath on the behalf of the 
Naval Order of the United States.  A reception was held in St Peter s assembly hall, 
following the ceremony.   

Submitted by Judy Pearson, PhD 

 

 



 

 

 

The official party at the grave: L-R, Her Worship Quinell Francis, Mayor of St George s; 
Reverend Thomas Nisbett of St Peter s Church; US Consul General, Antoinette Hurtado; 
His Excellency Governor Andrew Murdoch; John Rodgaard (Captain, USN, Ret), Dr. Judy 
Pearson; and Commander Michael Frith of the TS Admiral Somers Sea Cadet unit.  

 


