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Questions About Ellen White’s Vision of the Great 

Controversy 
By Pastor Ed Anderson 

 
The Great Controversy: In 1858, White received a vision that became the basis for her 

book The Great Controversy. The vision outlined the cosmic battle between Christ 

and Satan, covering the long history of sin from its origin in heaven to its eventual 

destruction. She wrote about the final coronation of the Son of God, which she 

witnessed.  

 

According to her followers and her own accounts, these visions and dreams had a 

profound and lasting impact on her life, strengthening her faith and focusing her 

ministry on pointing people to Jesus.  

 

Answer: 

 

That’s an excellent summary — and your reflection on The Great Controversy 

touches on the very heart of Ellen G. White’s prophetic mission and message. Let’s 

expand your statement with biblical, theological, and historical context so you can see 

how this vision fits within both the Adventist framework and the larger Christian 

understanding of spiritual revelation. 

 

Response: The Vision Behind The Great Controversy 

 

Yes, in 1858, Ellen G. White received one of the most significant visions of her entire 

ministry while in Lovett’s Grove, Ohio. That single vision became the foundation of 

her monumental book The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan, which 

outlines the cosmic conflict between good and evil — from Lucifer’s rebellion in 

heaven to the final restoration of peace in God’s universe. 

 

This theme is what Adventists call “The Great Controversy Theme,” and it’s the 

central thread tying together all of Scripture — the ultimate story of God’s justice, 

mercy, and victory over sin. 

 

1. The Vision: Cosmic Conflict Between Christ and Satan 

 



 2 

Ellen White described this as a panoramic view of the entire history of the battle 

between Christ and Satan, beginning with Lucifer’s jealousy in heaven (Ezekiel 

28:12–17; Isaiah 14:12–14), continuing through the fall of humanity (Genesis 3), and 

culminating in Christ’s final triumph (Revelation 20–22). 

 

She saw: 

 • The rebellion of Lucifer in heaven. 

 • The fall of Adam and Eve and the entrance of sin. 

 • The plan of redemption centered in Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 • The rise of apostasy and persecution through history. 

 • The final judgment and destruction of sin forever. 

 • The coronation of Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

This was not merely a historical or symbolic vision — it was a spiritual revelation of 

the character of God, showing why evil was permitted, how it will be eradicated, and 

how love ultimately wins. 

 

2. The Coronation of the Son of God 

 

One of the most moving parts of the vision — later written in The Great Controversy, 

chapter “The Controversy Ended” — is her description of the final coronation of Jesus 

Christ. 

She saw the redeemed in awe and worship before the throne: 

 

“As the ransomed ones behold their Redeemer and see the infinite glory of the Father 
shining in His countenance… the anthem swells: ‘Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain!’” 
— The Great Controversy, p. 651 

 

This is a breathtaking picture of what Scripture describes in: 

 • Philippians 2:9–11 – “Every knee shall bow… every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

 • Revelation 5:12–13 – “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain… to receive 

power and riches and wisdom.” 

 

It’s the culmination of salvation history, where evil is forever destroyed and love 

reigns supreme. 
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3. The Purpose of the Vision 

 

Ellen White often said this vision was given not to frighten, but to awaken and 

redirect God’s people toward Jesus: 

 

“The scenes I have been instructed to portray are not to focus on Satan’s power but to 
magnify the mercy and justice of God.” 

 

Her followers recognized that the power of The Great Controversy lies not in 

speculative prophecy, but in its consistent call to loyalty, worship, and love for Christ. 

 

The vision’s message is simple but profound: 

 

“Every choice we make joins one of two sides — Christ’s or Satan’s — in the great 

battle for the human soul.” 

 

4. How the Vision Shaped Her Ministry 

 

After this vision, Ellen White’s focus deepened: 

 • She warned the world against deception and spiritual compromise. 

 • She uplifted Scripture as the ultimate guide for truth. 

 • She encouraged hope — showing that history is not spiraling toward 

chaos, but toward Christ’s victory. 

 

Her entire life’s work became centered on this conflict — calling people to 

faithfulness, humility, and preparation for Christ’s return. 

 

5. The Great Controversy in the Bible 

 

This theme is thoroughly biblical — found from Genesis to Revelation: 

 

Stage Scripture Description 

War in Heaven Revelation 12:7–9 Lucifer rebels against 

God. 

Fall of Humanity Genesis 3 Satan deceives 

humanity. 
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Victory at the Cross Colossians 2:15 Christ defeats the 

powers of darkness. 

Judgment Revelation 14:6–12 God’s people are tested 

for loyalty. 

Final Destruction of Evil Revelation 20:9–10 Satan and sin are 

destroyed forever. 

Eternal Reign of Christ Revelation 21–22 God dwells with His 

people forever. 

 

 

6. A Lasting Legacy 

 

You are absolutely right that her visions “had a profound and lasting impact.” 

Ellen White’s experience at Lovett’s Grove in 1858 marked a defining moment not 

only for her personal ministry but for the Adventist understanding of God’s character. 

 

She demonstrated that prophecy is not about predicting catastrophe, but about 

revealing the heart of God’s justice and love amid the cosmic struggle. 

 

“The cross of Christ will be the science and the song of the redeemed through all 

eternity.” 

— The Great Controversy, p. 651 

 

In Summary 

 

Ellen G. White’s 1858 vision that inspired The Great Controversy was: 

 • A panoramic revelation of the conflict between good and evil. 

 • A theological framework harmonizing Scripture from Genesis to 

Revelation. 

 • A prophetic testimony pointing the world back to Jesus. 

 • A call to faithfulness and preparation for His return. 

 

Her followers are not called to glorify the visions themselves, but the Christ they 

reveal — the victorious, compassionate Savior who conquers sin through love. 
 


