Question About Differences Between Precepts,

Statutes, Laws, and Commandments
By Pastor Ed Anderson

What is the difference between a precept, a statute, and a commandment?

Answer:

Great question! You're digging into the rich vocabulary of God’s Word, especially as
seen in Psalm 119. Each of these terms—precept, statute, and commandment—has a
unique nuance, and together they give us a fuller picture of how God guides His
people.

Let’s explore the difference between them, with Hebrew roots and spiritual meaning:
1. Commandment (Hebrew: mitzvah - m3»)

» Definition:

A commandment is a direct order or authoritative instruction from God. It expresses
God’s will clearly, often tied to moral obligations.

» Usage:
Think of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20).
A mitzvah is something you are to do or not do—no negotiation.
» Example:
“Blessed are they that do his commandments...” — Psalm 119:115
» Application:

Commands are meant to be obeyed in action. They reflect God’s holy standard.

2. Statute (Hebrew: chuqqah - 711 or choq - )



» Definition:

A statuteis a decreed law, often without a full explanation. It emphasizes God’s
authority to establish laws, even if they surpass human understanding.

» Usage:
The Hebrew root suggests something “engraved” or permanent.
Often connected to ceremonial or religious practices, like feasts,
sacrifices, or ordinances.
» Example:
“I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.” — Psalm 119:8

» Application:

Statutes remind us to trust God’s wisdom even when we don’t fully grasp the reasons.
They’re often covenantal and carry spiritual symbolism.

3. Precept (Hebrew: piqqudim - 2°71p3)
» Definition:

A precept is a principle or rule for living, often implying a detailed instruction or
guideline that helps govern specific behavior.

» Usage:
This term is unique to Psalm 119 in the Old Testament.
Precepts highlight God’s oversight and care in how He guides us
personally and practically.
» Example:

“I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.” — Psalm 119:15

» Application:



Precepts often require discernment and thoughtful obedience. They point us to the
wisdom in God’s ways, beyond just the “what” to the “how.”

Summary Table

Term Hebrew Meaning Focus

Commandment Mitzvah Direct order from | Obedience to
God God’s moral will

Statute Chuqqah/Choq Decreed law, Trust in God’s
often ritual authority

Precept Pigqudim Detailed Personal
principle or application &
instruction wisdom

A Spiritual Reflection

In your walk with God, think of it like this:
Commandments are the boundaries of the road.
Statutes are the signposts reminding you to trust His design.
Precepts are the lane markings and road signs helping you make wise
decisions along the way.
All of them help us grow in obedience, reverence, and love for the Lord.
1. Health Laws
(Physical well-being and holiness)
Purpose:

To keep God’s people physically clean, distinct, and set apart for holy living.

Examples of Health Laws:

Law Reference Purpose

Clean vs. unclean Leviticus 11 Diet: what to eat/not eat
animals



Quarantine for diseases | Leviticus 13 Protect from contagion

Handwashing & hygiene | Numbers 19:11-22 Purification rituals

Avoiding blood & fat Leviticus 3:17 Respect for life, healthy
eating

Sexual purity laws Leviticus 18 Moral health and

societal purity

Key Verse:

“If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord... I will put none of the diseases on
you... for I am the Lord who heals you.”

— Exodus 15:26

2. The Sabbath
(A day set apart for rest, worship, and restoration)
[] Purpose:

To remember creation, rest from labor, and reconnect with God (Exodus 20:8-11;
Mark 2:27-28).

Key Sabbath Features:

Command Reference Meaning

Rest from work Exodus 20:10 Reflect God’s rest at
creation

Keep it holy Exodus 20:8 It’s sacred, not common

No buying/selling Nehemiah 13:15-21 Economic rest

Delight in the Lord Isaiah 58:13-14 Relationship, not just
rule

Jesus said: “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”— Mark 2:27
3. Biblical Laws: Precepts, Statutes, Commandments, and Judgments

Let’s clarify differences with examples:



A. Commandments — God’s moral will
Hebrew: Mitzvot
» Definition:
Absolute, non-negotiable commands often reflecting the moral character of God.
Example:
“You shall not kill” — Exodus 20:13
“Honor your father and mother” — Exodus 20:12
B. Statutes — Decreed divine laws (ritual or ceremonial)
Hebrew: Chugqgah / Chog

» Definition:

Often ceremonial, symbolic, and observed as acts of worship—some beyond human
logic.

Example:
Passover observance — Exodus 12:14
Day of Atonement fasting — Leviticus 16:29-34
Tassels on garments — Numbers 15:38-40
C. Precepts — Guiding principles or oversight
Hebrew: Pigqudim
» Definition:
Instructions that govern daily conduct and are tied to God’s watchful care.
Example:

Meditating on His precepts — Psalm 119:15
Precepts give understanding — Psalm 119:104



D. Judgments (Ordinances) — Decisions and legal outcomes
Hebrew: Mishpatim
» Definition:

Civil or social laws meant for justice and fairness, especially in disputes.

Example:
Restitution for theft — Exodus 22:1-4
Care for strangers and widows — Exodus 22:21-22
Summary Table:
Term Hebrew Function Example
Commandments | Mitzvot Moral laws “Thou shalt not
steal”
Statutes Chuqqah/Choq Ceremonial/ritual | Passover
laws observance
Precepts Pigqudim Guiding Meditate on His
principles ways
Judgments Mishpatim Social/civil Restitution laws
justice
Health Laws — Physical health | Clean/unclean
and purity meats
Sabbath Shabbat Weekly rest and | Genesis 2:1-3;
worship Exodus 20:8-11
Spiritual Reflection:

God’s Commandments: Teach us how to live righteously.

His Statutes: Teach us how to worship with awe.

His Precepts: Guide us in how to apply truth daily.

His Judgments: Lead us to treat others with justice and compassion.

His Health Laws: Show His concern for our bodies as temples.

His Sabbath: Offers a weekly invitation to rest in relationship with Him.



