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A BIBLE PROPHECY ADVENTUREREVELATION SEMINARS

SPIRIT, BREATH, SOUL

S p i r i t  a n d  B r e a t h

Job 27:3 (841) also points out that the "spirit" and the "breath" are
the  same.  Job  fu r the r  s ta tes  tha t  t h i s  sp i r i t  o r  b rea th  i s  i n  h i s
nostri ls. Please remember that it was the "breath" that God placed
in Adam's nostr i ls  at  creat ion,  Genesis 2:7 (3) .  So the spi r i t  that
returns to  God when a person d ies is  the breath of  l i fe .  Keep in
mind that  the sp i r i t ,  or  breath,  re turns to  God,  a t  death,  but  not
the  d isembod ied  sou l .  Never ,  i n  the  B ib le ,  i s  the  d isembod ied
s o u l  s a i d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  G o d  a t  d e a t h .

T h e  w o r d  " b r e a t h " ,  h e r e ,  i s  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  o n e ' s  c o m m o n
breathing, but breath as the "divine spark of life". It is this breath or
"div ine spark of l i fe" that returns back to God at death. Only God
h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  c r e a t e  l i f e  a n d  H e  r e t a i n s  t h a t  p o w e r
exclusively.

S o u l

At creation, two things combine to make a soul: body and breath.
Unt i l  these two th ings combine,  a soul  does not  ex is t .  At  death,
these two things (body and breath) separate. The body returns to
dust  and the breath returns to God, and once again,  the soul  no
longer exists. The soul goes nowhere at death. It simply ceases to
be .

A s imple  i l lus t ra t ion  may he lp  c la r i fy  th is  po in t .  Suppose that  I
comb ine  l umber  and  na i l s  and  make  a  box :  l umber  p l us  na i l s
equals box. Then suppose that I no longer want the box so I pull the
nails, and put them in a pile, and stack the lumber in another place.
What happens to the box? Where does i t  go? I t  goes nowhere. I t
simply ceases to be. The box is a combination of two things. There
is no such thing as a box, unless lumber and nails are combined to
make it. The nails and lumber stil l exist but there is no box until the
two are joined together. So with the soul: the breath exists and the
body returns to dust, but the soul does not exist unless the two are
combined.

D e a t h ,  S o u l  a n d  S p i r i t

Death is not l i fe in heaven, hell, l imbo or purgatory. It is not l i fe of
any kind, anywhere. In death, the soul does not l ive, the spirit does
not  l ive.  No shadowy substance of  any k ind l ives.  I t  is  the exact
oppos i te  o f  l i fe  -  dea th .

The words "soul" and "spirit" are used over 1600 times in the Bible,
but not one t ime are either given any l i fe or personali ty or wisdom
or  knowledge when separa ted  f rom the  body.
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The  word  "sou l "  does  have  o the r  bas ic  mean ings  in  the  B ib le .
Usual ly i t  means a person or a l iv ing being,  Genesis 2:7 (3) .  But
sometimes it means "life", Job 12:10 (827). And sometimes it simply
means the "mind" or " intel lect" ,  Psalm 139:14 (960).  In al l  cases,
however, the definit ion is the same: body plus breath equals soul.
And in al l  cases the soul does not exist when body and breath are
separated. Many English words have several meanings, but, this is
no t  con fus ing ;  t he  con tex t  usua l l y  c l a r i f i e s  wh i ch  mean ing  i s
intended.
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