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Questions About "Unfallen Worlds" & Any Biblical 

Evidence 
By Pastor Ed Anderson 

 
What are "unfallen worlds"? Is there any biblical evidence of created alien worlds that 

never fell to sin?  

 

Answer: 

 

Are There “Unfallen Worlds”? 

 

A Biblical, Theological, Scientific, and Logical Exploration 

 

What Are “Unfallen Worlds”? 

 

The concept of “unfallen worlds” refers to other inhabited planets in the universe 

whose beings never sinned, unlike Earth. These beings are moral, sentient, but did 

not join the rebellion of Lucifer or fall into temptation like Adam and Eve. While not 

explicitly detailed in Scripture, this view is supported by hints in the Bible, theology, 

logic, and even science. 

 

1. Seventh-day Adventist Perspective: Yes — They Exist 

 

Foundational Beliefs: 

• Earth is the only fallen planet in a universe filled with intelligent life. 

• These unfallen beings are part of the cosmic audience observing the Great 

Controversy between Christ and Satan. 

 

Key Bible Verses: 

• Job 1:6 – “The sons of God” (other representatives?) gather before the Lord, and 

Satan comes as Earth’s representative. 

• Hebrews 1:2 – God made the “worlds” (plural). 

• 1 Corinthians 4:9 – “We are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, 

and to men.” 

• Luke 15:7 – “Ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” 
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Ellen White: “The inhabitants of unfallen worlds… watched with intense interest as 

the events of the plan of salvation unfolded.” — Patriarchs and Prophets 
 

 

2. The Logic of the Concept 

 

Even aside from direct biblical statements, the logic of unfallen worlds rests on 

several compelling points: 

 

A. God’s Nature as a Creator 

• Genesis 1:28 commands humanity to “be fruitful and multiply.” 

• If God delights in life, creativity, and diversity, then it is logical that Earth is 

not His only inhabited creation. 

• Infinite power + infinite love = a universe teeming with purpose, not random 

emptiness. 

 

B. Free Will Requires Real Risk 

• If Earth is the only fallen world, then logically, other worlds chose to remain 

loyal. 

• This supports the moral nature of God’s universe: He creates with free will but 

not all choose sin. 

 

C. The Great Controversy Needs a Witness 

• God’s judgment, love, and justice are being demonstrated to the universe 

(Daniel 7:10, Revelation 14:7). 

• If only angels and humans exist, the phrase “spectacle to the universe” seems 

limited. 

• But with unfallen worlds, the scope expands: creation itself is watching. 

 

D. Redemption Is Not Universal, But Targeted 

• Jesus became a man — not an alien — because only Earth fell. 

• The existence of unfallen beings enhances the uniqueness of Earth’s 

redemption without demanding that other races require a Savior. 

 

E. Diversity of God’s Glory 

• The natural world on Earth already showcases God’s creativity and variety — 

from butterflies to galaxies. 
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• It is consistent that His image could be reflected in many forms of moral 

beings, just as biodiversity reflects His artistic genius. 

 

 

3. Protestant Views: Cautious or Silent 

 

Most Protestants do not deny the possibility of unfallen worlds, but neither do they 

teach it explicitly. They tend to be: 

• Focused on salvation and the mission of the church. 

• Open to the possibility, but insist there is no clear doctrine. 

 

“Where the Bible is silent, we should be cautious. But the universe declares the glory 

of God — and it may include more than we know.” 

 

 

4. Catholic View: Open and Theologically Possible 

 

The Catholic Church has no official doctrine on extraterrestrial life, but: 

• Supports the possibility of intelligent life elsewhere. 

• Jesuit Vatican astronomers (e.g., Br. Guy Consolmagno) speak positively about 

life beyond Earth. 

• Pope Francis even joked about baptizing aliens, saying God’s grace is for all 

creation. 

 

“If there are intelligent beings elsewhere, God is their Creator too.” 

 

 

5. Orthodox View: Cosmic Mystery 

 

Eastern Orthodoxy emphasizes mystery and the vastness of creation: 

• God created more than we can see or understand. 

• Whether unfallen beings exist is less important than the fact that Christ’s 

incarnation impacts all creation. 

 

 

6. Science: Statistically Likely 
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Modern science does not confirm unfallen beings but opens the door: 

• 5,000+ exoplanets discovered in habitable zones. 

• JWST and TESS missions seek biosignatures. 

• Drake Equation suggests high probability of life elsewhere. 

• Earth is in a non-privileged location of the universe — meaning life could 

easily be elsewhere. 

 

“If we are alone, it’s a miracle. If we are not alone, it’s still a miracle.” 

 

 

Summary Table 

Perspective View on Unfallen 

Worlds 

Why or Why Not? 

Adventist Yes Based on Great 

Controversy & cosmic 

witness 

Protestant Possibly God is Creator, but not 

explicitly taught 

Catholic Open Grace applies 

universally 

Orthodox Mysterious but possible All creation affected by 

Incarnation 

Science Statistically possible Vast universe with 

many Earth-like planets 

Logic Highly plausible God’s nature, witness, 

free will, and glory 

 

Final Word 

 

Whether from the Bible, logic, theology, or science, the concept of unfallen worlds is 

not only possible — it is beautiful. It magnifies: 

• The mercy of God — Earth is the only fallen world, and God came here to save 

us. 

• The justice of God — other beings witness the fairness of His judgment. 

• The glory of God — He is worshipped not just on Earth, but possibly 

throughout a vast cosmos. 
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“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain… to receive glory and honor and power!”— 

Revelation 5:12 

 

—————— 

 

1 Corinthians 15:39–41, Paul speaks of different types of flesh and glory — earthly 

and heavenly — in the context of the resurrection body: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:39–41 (KJV) 
“All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of 
beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 
another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.” 

 

Could this suggest unfallen worlds? 

 

While the immediate context is about the resurrection body and contrasts between 

earthly and heavenly glory, many Bible students — particularly conservative 

interpreters — have speculated that this could also point to: 

• A cosmic diversity of life, not limited to Earth. 

• God’s creative power to make different forms of intelligent or glorified beings. 

• The fact that not all celestial glory is the same may imply a variety of heavenly 

beings or inhabited realms. 

 

So while not a direct proof, it harmonizes well with the idea of unfallen worlds 

populated with intelligent beings. 

 

 

2. Are the 24 Elders in Revelation the “sons of God” from Job? 

 

Here are the two references connecting: 

 

A. Revelation 4:4 (KJV) 
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“And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw 
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold.” 

 

B. Job 1:6 (KJV) 
 
“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan came also among them.” 

 

The Biblical understanding: 

 

Many scholars and theologians hold the view that the 24 elders may not be redeemed 

humans (as some teach), but rather representatives of unfallen worlds — just like the 

“sons of God” in Job. 

 

Here’s why: 

• In Job, “sons of God” are heavenly representatives, not human (Adam is also 

called a “son of God” in Luke 3:38, implying a representative head of a creation). 

• In Revelation, the 24 elders: 

• Wear crowns, suggesting authority. 

• Sit on thrones, indicating rulership or representation. 

• Are seen in close proximity to God’s throne, suggesting a heavenly council. 

 

This connects well to the concept of unfallen worlds having “Adamic” representatives 

— moral beings who never fell, like Adam originally was meant to be for Earth. 

 

“The 24 elders may represent other created worlds, each sending a representative to 

the heavenly council before God, as seen in Job 1 and 2.” – Commentary from Various 
scholars 
 

Summary 

 

Concept Verse Interpretation 

Celestial and Terrestrial 

Bodies 

1 Cor. 15:39–41 Primarily about 

resurrection, but may 

hint at cosmic diversity 
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— unfallen beings or 

glorified ones 

24 Elders Rev. 4:4 May symbolize 

representatives from 

unfallen worlds or 

redeemed saints — 

debated, but parallels to 

Job’s “sons of God” are 

strong 

Sons of God (Job) Job 1:6 Seen as leaders or 

observers of unfallen 

realms who appear 

before God 

 
 


