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Questions About How God Judges Mentally Disabled at 

Jesus’ Second Coming 
By Pastor Ed Anderson 

 
What will happen to people at Jesus second coming who have mental disabilities and is 
unable to cognitively have a relationship with God before they die or Jesus comes? 
 
Answer: 
 
This is a deeply compassionate and important question. The Bible offers great hope and 
assurance for people with mental disabilities who, through no fault of their own, may 
not have been able to cognitively understand salvation, form a relationship with God, or 
make conscious decisions of faith. 
 
1. God Judges Righteously, Not Rigidly 
 
Genesis 18:25 – “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
 
God’s justice is always balanced by His mercy. He does not judge people by what they 
cannot do or do not know, but by what they could have known and were capable of 
understanding. 
 
Those with mental disabilities are not held to the same standard of responsibility as 
someone who fully understands moral choices and biblical truth. God is not arbitrary — 
He knows each heart perfectly, including cognitive limitations. 
 
2. The Bible Teaches Accountability Based on Knowledge 
 
James 4:17 – “To him that knows to do good, and does it not, to him it is sin.” 
 
Luke 12:48 – “To whom much is given, of him much shall be required.” 
 
A person born into a state where they cannot comprehend spiritual truth or make moral 
choices is not judged as one who willfully rejects God. Accountability is based on ability 
and awareness. 
 
3. The Bible Hints at God’s Tenderness Toward the Innocent 
 



 2 

Though the Bible doesn’t directly mention those with disabilities, we see God’s heart 
toward: 
• Infants and children who die before the age of understanding (Deut. 1:39 — 
“your little ones…who this day have no knowledge of good or evil…”). 
• The weak and marginalized — Jesus consistently showed compassion to those 
the world overlooked (Luke 14:13–14). 
 
If God’s heart breaks for the poor and the blind, surely He embraces those whose minds 
are broken due to birth, injury, trauma, or disease. 
 
4. Character Is Formed Even Without Full Cognition 
 
While some individuals may not be able to understand doctrine or even the name of 
Jesus, the spirit of Christ can still be present in them — in purity, innocence, joy, or 
unselfish love — even if they can’t express it intellectually. 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 – “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart.” 
 
God sees not just cognitive ability, but the essence of the soul. And He knows who they 
would have become had they been given a sound mind. 
 
5. The Spirit of Prophecy Gives Hope 
 
Ellen White, in Messages to Young People, p. 295, offers this assurance: 
 
“The judgment will not bring against them [the mentally disabled] the guilt of rejecting 
light which they never had the ability to comprehend.” 
 
Also: 
 
“The tender Shepherd will recognize and reward every act of love and service rendered 
to His suffering ones… many who have had but little light, and have lived up to the best 
they knew, will be saved.” 
 
6. At the Resurrection, All Will Be Made Whole 
 
The second coming of Jesus is not only a return for those who died in Christ, but also a 
restoration of what was broken. 
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Isaiah 35:5–6 – “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped… and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.” 
 
Philippians 3:21 – “He will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body…” 
 
People with mental disabilities will rise — whole, restored, radiant — able to 
understand, worship, and rejoice like never before. Some will meet Jesus for the first 
time — and fall in love instantly. 
 
Final Thought: 
 
No one will be lost because they couldn’t understand. People are only lost for willfully 
rejecting God’s grace. 
 
God’s mercy surrounds the innocent. The arms of Jesus are wide enough to include 
those with mental disabilities, autism, Down syndrome, Alzheimer’s, brain injury, and 
more. 
 


