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Comprehensive List of Must-Have Study Books  
By Pastor Ed Anderson 
 
This list is for serious Bible study, including Greek and Hebrew resources, concordances, 
dictionaries, commentaries, and cross-referencing tools. 
 

Essential Study Bibles 
 
1. Greek-Hebrew Interlinear Bible – Helps in understanding the original language 
text with a direct word-for-word English translation. 
2. Amplified Bible (AMP) – Expands meanings by incorporating various shades of 
definition found in Hebrew and Greek. 
3. Thompson Chain Reference Bible – Features a unique topical study system with 
over 100,000 chain references. 
4. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible – A must-have for word studies, 
linking English words to their original Hebrew and Greek meanings. 
5. The Blue Letter Bible (Online and Print Resources) – An excellent tool for cross-
referencing Greek and Hebrew meanings. 
 

Lexicons & Dictionaries 
 
6. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words – Explains Greek 
and Hebrew words in a biblical context. 
7. Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (BDB) – One of the best 
resources for deep Old Testament word studies. 
8. Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament – Essential for New 
Testament Greek word definitions. 
9. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Kittel’s TDNT, 10 Volumes) – In-
depth analysis of Greek words in biblical context. 
10. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old & New Testament (Zodhiates) – 
Breaks down words with deep historical and theological insight. 
 

Concordances & Word Study Resources 
 
11. Young’s Analytical Concordance – An alternative to Strong’s, with a more 
detailed breakdown of original language meanings. 
12. Englishman’s Greek Concordance of the New Testament – Links every Greek 
word in the NT to its occurrences. 
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13. Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance of the Old Testament – Like the Greek 
concordance but for the Hebrew Bible. 
 

Bible Commentaries (Multi-Volume & Single-Volume) 
 

Comprehensive Multi-Volume Sets 
 
14. Matthew Henry’s Commentary (6 Volumes) – A devotional and practical 
commentary from a Reformed perspective. 
15. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (12 Volumes, ed. Frank Gaebelein) – 
Scholarly but accessible. 
16. The Pulpit Commentary (23 Volumes) – Expository and homiletic commentary 
covering every verse. 
17. The New International Commentary on the Old & New Testament 
(NICOT/NICNT, Ongoing Series) – Excellent academic yet readable insights. 
18. Word Biblical Commentary (WBC, 60 Volumes) – In-depth academic analysis of 
each book. 
19. Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament (10 Volumes) – Classic 
Hebrew Bible scholarship. 
 

Single-Volume Commentaries 
 
20. The Moody Bible Commentary – A great single-volume option with evangelical 
insights. 
21. The MacArthur Bible Commentary – John MacArthur’s verse-by-verse expository 
insights. 
22. The Believer’s Bible Commentary (William MacDonald) – Easy-to-read, practical 
commentary. 
 

Cross-Referencing & Study Aids 
 
23. Nave’s Topical Bible – Categorizes Scripture by topic for quick reference. 
24. Treasury of Scripture Knowledge – One of the best resources for cross-
referencing Scripture with over 500,000 entries. 
25. Halley’s Bible Handbook – A compact yet informative guide to Bible history and 
archaeology. 
 

Hebrew & Greek Grammar Resources 
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26. Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar (Pratico & Van Pelt) – Ideal for beginners 
learning Hebrew. 
27. Basics of Biblical Greek Grammar (Mounce) – The standard for learning New 
Testament Greek. 
28. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew (Seow) – A solid intermediate resource for 
Hebrew grammar. 
29. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics (Wallace) – Advanced study of Greek syntax. 
 

Biblical History & Cultural Background 
 
30. The IVP Bible Background Commentary (OT & NT) – Historical and cultural 
insights into biblical texts. 
31. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary – A comprehensive, illustrated reference 
tool. 
32. The New Manners and Customs of the Bible (Freeman) – Helps understand 
biblical customs and context. 
 

Archaeology & Historical Context 
 
33. The Archaeological Study Bible – Includes archaeological findings related to 
biblical passages. 
34. The Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology – Helps bridge historical 
context with Scripture. 
35. The Bible as History (Werner Keller) – A secular yet useful historical perspective 
on biblical events. 
 

Theological Resources 
 
36. Systematic Theology (Wayne Grudem) – Covers essential Christian doctrines 
from a conservative perspective. 
37. Systematic Theology (Charles Hodge, 3 Volumes) – A classical Reformed 
theology perspective. 
38. Biblical Theology (Geerhardus Vos) – One of the most respected biblical theology 
works. 
 

Apologetics & Defending the Faith 
 
39. Evidence That Demands a Verdict (Josh McDowell) – A defense of the Bible’s 
reliability. 
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40. The Case for Christ (Lee Strobel) – Investigative journalism into Jesus’ historical 
existence. 
41. Handbook of Christian Apologetics (Kreeft & Tacelli) – Covers key theological 
and philosophical questions. 
 

Devotional & Inspirational Studies 
 
42. My Utmost for His Highest (Oswald Chambers) – A timeless devotional classic. 
43. Morning and Evening (Charles Spurgeon) – Daily devotional reflections. 
44. Experiencing God (Henry Blackaby) – Practical guidance on growing in faith. 
 

Extra Study Tools 
 
45. The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible (Martinez & Tigchelaar) – Contains biblical texts 
found at Qumran. 
46. The Septuagint with Apocrypha: Greek and English (Brenton’s LXX) – The Old 
Testament as translated into Greek. 
 
This list covers a wide range of study needs, from word studies and lexicons to historical 

background and devotional study. 


