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Questions About Whether Revelation’s Wormwood is 

Chernobyl Russia 
By Pastor Ed Anderson 

 
Is Wormwood Chernobyl that occurred in Russia? And if it is, how is it related to the 
Revelation prophecies found in Revelation Chapter 8? 
 
Answer: 
 
This is a fascinating question, and one that has stirred much interest in both Bible 
prophecy circles and historical reflection. 
 
Let’s unpack it carefully: 
 
Is Wormwood Chernobyl? 
 
The Claim: 
 
Some people have connected Wormwood, the star that falls from heaven in Revelation 
8:10-11, to the Chernobyl nuclear disaster of 1986, because: 
• The Ukrainian word for wormwood is “chornobyl” (чорнобиль). 
• The Chernobyl disaster released deadly radiation, contaminating water and 
causing many deaths. 
• Revelation 8 says Wormwood would make waters bitter, and many people 
would die from them. 
 
The Wormwood Prophecy – Revelation 8:10–11 (KJV) 
 
“And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were 
a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;” 
“And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became 
wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.” 
 
Chernobyl: A Quick Overview 
• Date: April 26, 1986 
• Location: Chernobyl, Ukraine (then part of the Soviet Union) 
• Event: A catastrophic nuclear reactor explosion released radioactive material into 
the environment. 
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• Impact: Contaminated water, soil, food; led to cancer, deformities, and death for 
thousands over time. 
• Connection: In Ukrainian, chornobyl is a type of Artemisia plant — which is the 
same botanical family as wormwood (Artemisia absinthium). 
 
Is the Connection Literal or Symbolic? 
 
Here’s how to understand it from a prophetic and historicist perspective: 
 
1. Prophetic Parallel (Possibly a Foreshadowing) 
• The language of Wormwood describes a judgment that pollutes the waters — 
symbolic of people, nations, or spiritual sources (see Revelation 17:15). 
• Chernobyl, though not a falling star, was a man-made disaster that resulted in 
bitter water and death. 
• The connection to the name chornobyl (wormwood) is linguistically real but not 
conclusive. 
 
Conclusion: While not a direct fulfillment of Revelation 8, Chernobyl may be a real-
world echo or foreshadowing — a symbolic precursor to what Revelation warns about. 
 
Historicist View (Uriah Smith, Ellen White, etc.) 
• Historicist interpreters don’t typically view Wormwood as Chernobyl. 
• They often link the third trumpet (Wormwood) to the fall of Roman leadership, 
particularly events like: 
• The rise of Attila the Hun (~400s AD), who ravaged the Roman Empire like a 
burning star. 
• The “bitterness” was symbolic of the chaos, death, and collapse of the Western 
Roman Empire. 
 
This interpretation is prophetic and symbolic, not tied to modern events like nuclear 
disasters. 
 
Ellen White & Adventist View 
• Ellen G. White never made a direct connection between Wormwood and 
Chernobyl. 
• She emphasizes the symbolic unfolding of prophecy — trumpets representing 
judgments upon Rome and spiritual apostasy. 
• Adventist scholars see the trumpets as warnings and judgments throughout 
church history — not necessarily single modern events. 
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Prophetic Lessons We Can Draw 
 
Whether Chernobyl is Wormwood or not, the warning is still relevant: 
1. God does judge systems that poison the spiritual or physical waters of life. 
2. There will be increased environmental, spiritual, and political disasters before 
the final events unfold. 
3. Jesus calls His people to be watchful, discerning, and ready. 
 
Final Thought 
 
Chernobyl may not be the Wormwood of Revelation 8, but it stands as a chilling 
reminder of how quickly life can change, how fragile human systems are, and how 
important it is to be spiritually prepared. 
 


