Questions About Spiritual Thrones, Dominions, Principalities &
Powers

What are thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers? How are they different
from one another? Why do they exist? For what purpose? Are these fallen angels and
the offices they hold? Are there good thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers?

Answer:

That’s a very insightful question — and one that opens a window into the spiritual
structure of God’s universe. These terms — thrones, dominions, principalities, and
powers — appear several times in the Bible, and they describe the various ranks or
orders of angelic (and, in some cases, fallen) beings within God’s creation.

Let’s unpack this clearly and biblically.

1. Where these terms appear in Scripture

You'll find them primarily in Paul’s writings:

Colossians 1:16 — “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities
or powers — all things were created through Him and for Him.”

Ephesians 1:21 — “Far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named...”> Ephesians 3:10 — “...that now the
manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities
and powers in the heavenly places.”

Colossians 2:15 — “[Christ] disarmed principalities and powers, triumphing
over them in it.”

So these are real spiritual hierarchies — created by God, not myths — existing in the
unseen realm.

2. What each term represents



These words reflect different levels or offices of authority in the spiritual world,
similar to how nations have kings, governors, and soldiers.

The Bible doesn’t give an exact “angelic ranking chart,” but the order seems to reflect
levels of power, responsibility, and influence.

Term Greek Word Meaning Function

Thrones thronoi Seats of authority | High-ranking
beings associated
with God’s rule
and judgment

(compare
Revelation 4:4).
Dominions kyriotétes “Lordships” or Those exercising
“realms of rule” | delegated

authority under
God — possibly
angelic governors
over realms or

domains.
Principalities archai “Rulers” or “first | Leaders with
in rank” administrative or
territorial

oversight; used of
both good and
evil angels.

Powers exousiai “Authorities” or Those who have
“delegated the ability to act
powers” or enforce will —

angels entrusted
with divine
missions or
enforcement.

In short: Thrones are ruling seats, Dominions govern areas, Principalities lead under
them, and Powers carry out commands.



3. Why do they exist?

They exist because God is a God of order, not chaos.
Even in the heavenly realm, His government is organized and purposeful.

They serve God’s will: “Bless the Lord, you His angels, who excel in strength,
who do His word, heeding the voice of His word.” — Psalm 103:20

They help govern creation: They carry out God’s purposes in the natural and
spiritual worlds — guiding nations, protecting believers, and waging war against evil
(Daniel 10:13, Revelation 12:7).

They are part of the divine administration that reflects God’s justice, wisdom, and
love throughout His universe.

4. Are there both good and fallen thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers?

Yes.

When Lucifer rebelled, he took with him a portion of the heavenly host (Revelation
12:4). Some of those fallen angels retained their former ranks and influence — but
now they use it for evil instead of good.

That’s why Scripture speaks of:

Good principalities and powers — obedient angels serving God (Ephesians
1:21, Colossians 1:16).

Evil principalities and powers — demonic forces opposing God (Ephesians
6:12):

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of

wickedness in the heavenly places.”

So the same titles can apply to both Joyal/and rebellious beings, depending on which
kingdom they serve.

5. Their ultimate purpose



Even the existence of these ranks — both loyal and fallen — points to one great truth:
Christ’s supreme authority.

“He is the head of all principality and power.” — Colossians 2:10

“For by Him all things were created... and in Him all things consist.” — Colossians
1:16-17

Their purpose was — and still is — to glorify God and administer His will.

The fallen ones chose self-will and now exist as warnings and adversaries; the faithful
ones continue as messengers, protectors, and executors of divine justice.

6. Summary

Category Description Example Verse

Thrones Heavenly seats of Colossians 1:16
authority, ruling powers
in God’s order

Dominions Realms or lordships Ephesians 1:21
under God’s rule

Principalities Chief rulers or leaders, | Ephesians 6:12
good or evil

Powers Beings with authority Colossians 2:15
or delegated ability

Good Beings Loyal angels serving Psalm 103:20
God’s will

Fallen Beings Demonic forces Ephesians 6:12
opposing God’s will

In summary

These ranks show that:

God’s creation operates under divine order and hierarchy.

Angels — good or fallen — are real spiritual powers that influence both heaven
and earth.



Christ reigns above them all, and one day every power, throne, and dominion
will bow to Him (Philippians 2:10-11).

Reflection
Even in the vast hierarchy of the universe, only one Name holds absolute authority:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.” — Matthew 28:18

That means no matter how powerful any “principality” seems — Jesus reigns
supreme.



