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T H R E E  C R U C I A L  P O I N T S

1260  YEARS PERSECUTION

T H R E E  C R U C I A L  P O I N T S

Three facts of utmost importance to God's people are establ ished
in Revelat ion 12:10-12 (1813).  These facts are:

1. Jesus defeated Satan, the accuser of the brethren, at the cross.
2 .  A l l  o f  us  can  ove rcome  th rough  t he  b l ood  o f  Jesus  and  by

witnessing
3. The devil is infuriated because his time is short. We cannot expect

h im to  behave l ike  a  gent leman.  He is  our  b i t terest  enemy.

The message is  that  Jesus,  who has defeated Satan,  of fers His
matchless power to us as a free gift. With Jesus' power in our lives
we cannot fail. Satan's fury need not affect us. He is a defeated foe.
H e  w a s  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  w a r  i n  h e a v e n  a n d  c a s t  o u t .  H e  w a s
defeated by Jesus at  the cross and lost  h is dominion. He wi l l  be
defeated legal ly in his case in the judgment and he wi l l  again be
defeated when he attacks God's holy ci ty.  Final ly,  he suffers the
defeat of being blotted from the face of the earth in the lake of fire
And, most wonderful of all, Jesus promises that he will be defeated
i n  h i s  b i t t e r ,  g r u d g e  f i g h t  t o  d e s t r o y  y o u  a n d  m e .  W h a t
t remendous message of  hope f rom Jesus!

1 2 6 0  Y E A R S  O F  P E R S E C U T I O N

This period of tr ibulation is repeatedly mentioned in the Bible
because it is the worst ever to face God's people, Matthew 24:21
(1439). It is referred to as 1260 days, 42 months, and 3? times, or
years, Revelation 12:6,14 (1813); 13:5 (1814); Daniel 7:25 (131 1).
All add up to the same ? 1260 prophetic years. The two wings
represent speed, Deuteronomy 28:49 (337). This tribulation is
called, in Revelation 12:15 (1813), a flood of persecution. See
Isaiah 59:19 (1096).

H i s t o r y  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  P a p a c y  w a s  t h e  p o w e r  w h i c h
persecu ted  fo r  1260  years .  The  per iod  began  in  538  A .D .
when Papal  power  became supreme in  Chr is tendom due to
the let ter  of  Roman emperor Just in ian,  which acknowledged
the Bishop of  Rome as the head of  a l l  churches.  This  le t ter
became a part of Justinian's Code, the fundamental law of the
empire. The period ended in 1798 when Napoleon's general,
Berthier, took the Pope captive. At least 50 mil l ion Christians
d ied for  the i r  fa i th  dur ing th is  per iod o f  persecut ion.
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