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Questions About Meaning of 1 Timothy 2:9-15 
By Pastor Ed Anderson 

 
What does 1 Timothy 2 verse 9-15 mean? 

 

Answer: 

 

1 Timothy 2:9–15 is one of the most debated and often misunderstood passages in the 

New Testament regarding women’s roles in the church and society. Let’s walk 

through it carefully, verse by verse, providing context, interpretation, and possible 

applications, while also showing the range of views among Christians today. 

 

Full Passage: 1 Timothy 2:9–15 (KJV) 

9. In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 

shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 

10. But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 

11. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 

12. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to 

be in silence. 

13. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 

14. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the 

transgression. 

15. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith 

and charity and holiness with sobriety. 

 

Verse-by-Verse Explanation 

 

Verses 9–10: Modesty and Character Over Flashiness 

 

Paul instructs women to: 

• Dress modestly and with self-control 

• Avoid outward showiness (like elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls, expensive 

clothing) 

• Focus on inner character and good works as what truly reflects godliness 

 

Interpretation: 
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This isn’t a blanket condemnation of beauty or jewelry. In the Greco-Roman world, 

extravagant dress often symbolized wealth, pride, or sexual availability—especially 

among the elite or temple prostitutes. Paul is calling for humble, godly appearance 

that matches a godly heart. 

 

Verses 11–12: Women Learning Quietly, Not Authoritatively Teaching Men 

 

“Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. I suffer not a woman to teach, 

nor to usurp authority over the man…” 

 

Interpretation Options: 

 

1. Traditional / Complementarian View: 

• Women are not permitted to teach doctrine or hold pastoral authority over 

men. 

• This view sees the passage as establishing a universal church principle rooted in 

creation order (see verses 13–14). 

 

2. Contextual / Egalitarian View: 

• Paul was addressing a specific situation in Ephesus (where Timothy was 

pastoring) involving false teachers, possibly including women (see 1 Tim. 1:3–7; 5:13–

15). 

• “Silence” (Greek: hēsychia) may mean a quiet, teachable spirit, not absolute 

silence. 

• “Authority” (Greek: authentein) is an unusual word used only here in the NT 

and can imply domineering or abusive authority, not healthy spiritual leadership. 

 

Important Note: This is one of the few places Paul restricts women from teaching 

men — yet he allows Priscilla to teach Apollos (Acts 18:26), and commends women 

like Phoebe and Junia. Therefore, some say this passage is specific to Ephesus, not 

universal. 

 

Verses 13–14: Appeal to Creation Order 

 

Adam was formed first… Eve was deceived. 

 

Paul refers to Genesis 2–3: 
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• Adam’s creation first = order of design 

• Eve’s deception = consequences of reversing roles 

 

Interpretation: 

• Complementarians see this as support for male leadership in the church. 

• Egalitarians argue Paul’s appeal to Genesis shows the danger of uninformed or 

misled teachers (as Eve was deceived), which may support his temporary restriction 

in Ephesus. 

 

Verse 15: “Saved in Childbearing”? 

 

“She shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith…” 

 

This verse is complex. Here are 3 major interpretations: 

 

1. Physical Protection View: 

• God will protect women during childbirth (less supported contextually or 

grammatically) 

 

2. Spiritual Role View: 

• Women are “saved” (in a holistic, not salvific sense) by embracing their God-

given role in the home and family — not in ruling or leading over men. 

 

3. Messianic View (most theological): 

• Refers to “the” childbirth — the birth of Christ (through the woman). Through 

the offspring of the woman, salvation came (Genesis 3:15 fulfilled). 

• This connects the fall (Eve’s deception) with the hope — God would bring 

salvation through a woman (Mary). 

 

Summary: What Does It Mean? 

Theme What Paul May Be Teaching 

Modesty True godliness is shown through 

humility and good works, not 

appearance 

Learning Women should be taught, not 

silenced completely (radical for that 

era!) 
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Authority Paul restricts women from 

domineering or official teaching roles 

in that context 

Creation Gender order and deception from 

Genesis are used to explain the 

concern 

Salvation Women’s dignity and role are 

restored and honored — possibly 

pointing to Christ’s birth 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

This passage challenges us because: 

• It reflects a different cultural moment with timeless truths. 

• It has been misused historically to silence or diminish women, despite the 

powerful leadership of women seen elsewhere in the Bible. 

• It requires careful interpretation with humility and grace, not weaponizing 

Scripture. 
 


