
Questions About Worship  
 

Are we actively worshipping 
God when we listen to a pastor explain the Word of God? Stated another way, does God 
consider Bible study as an act of worship? 
 
Answer: 
That’s an excellent and very thoughtful question — and the Bible gives a clear and rich 
answer. 
 
1. Worship is broader than singing and prayer. 
 
In Scripture, worship is not limited to singing songs or bowing in prayer — it’s any act of 
reverence, devotion, and surrender that honors God. 
Romans 12:1 defines worship this way: 
 
“Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.” 
 
This means worship involves our whole being — including our minds. 
 
2. Listening to God’s Word is an act of worship when our hearts are engaged. 
 
When we listen to a pastor or anyone teach Scripture with the desire to know God, obey 
Him, and be transformed, we are worshipping. 
 
The Bereans in Acts 17:11 are a good example: 
 
“They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily to 
find out whether these things were so.” 
 
Their eager study was a form of reverence toward God’s truth. Jesus said in John 4:24 
that true worshipers “worship the Father in spirit and truth.” 
 
That means learning and applying God’s truth is a vital part of worship. 
 
3. Bible study becomes worship when it leads to adoration and obedience. 
 
Worship isn’t only hearing — it’s responding. 
James 1:22 reminds us: 



 
“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 
 
When Bible study moves us to repentance, gratitude, obedience, or awe, God receives 
that as worship — because our hearts are bowing before Him in truth. 
 
4. Biblical examples confirm this. 
• In Nehemiah 8, the people stood for hours as Ezra read and explained the Law. 
They wept, rejoiced, and worshiped — showing that listening to teaching was part of 
worship. 
• In Luke 24:32, the disciples on the road to Emmaus said, “Did not our hearts burn 
within us while He opened to us the Scriptures?” That burning was the worshipful 
response of hearts touched by truth. 
 
In summary: 
Yes — God considers the study and hearing of His Word to be an act of worship when 
it’s done with reverence, faith, and a desire to honor Him. 
We worship when we sing; we also worship when we listen, learn, and let His truth 
transform us. 
 

 

For More Questions, please contact Pastor Ed Anderson at 

PastorEdAnderson@gmail.com! 
 


