The Arnold-Swan Mausoleum

Local Lore and a Time Capsule of 1910 Thomasville

Based on Research Conducted June 2020



Introduction

The journey encompassing the story of a mausoleum in a local cemetery and the fam-
ily it houses begins with a piece of local Thomasville, Georgia lore. While attending a fu-
neral myself early June, 2020, | had the great fortune to spend time with a lovely woman
who had spent over seven decades making Thomasville her home. During the quiet mo-
ments spent near the new grave site, Ruthie told me a story from her youth when she
and her friends would play in Laurel Hill Cemetery near her home.

The story centered around a mausoleum where piano music could be heard and of
the woman inside who played the instrument each day for a departed family member.
Ruthie remembers hearing the music and said she believed was a widow who visited the
mausoleum to play for her husband and afterwards would sit and read the daily news-
paper to him.

Intrigued by this story | began a search for the site and quickly determined that there
are extremely few mausoleums at Laurel Hill that are large enough to have held a piano
and in fact, finding only two. Of these pair, only one lay in the older historical portion of
Laurel Hill and on it was inscribed the words, ARNOLD-SWAN.

There was no other inscription on the building and so | sought out the sexton of the
cemetery to see what information had been recorded for the plot. From her | heard a
similar story but this time the person playing the piano was a mother who had lost her
young daughter. Checking her records, the only two entries for the site showed a pur-
chase of the plot by a gentleman named J. P. Arnold with one interment of a Mrs. Swan
in 1910. The plot itself had been purchased in 1910 and turned over the care of the City
of Thomasville in 1946.

From the folk tale and simple entry grew an entire story of the death of young wife,
music and a challenge to understand and preserve the memory of a woman whose story
had almost been forgotten. Here is the story behind the tale.



Finding Mrs. Swan

From the simple notation given by the
sexton at Laurel Hill, a quick search of the
historic records of the local newspaper the
Thomasville Times-Enterprise, revealed an
obituary from November 25, 1910, shown
on the right.

Here we found Mrs. Swan's maiden
name of Arnold, information about her
husband as well as a marriage date.
Though her first name was shown here as
Maynite, we later determined that the
correct spelling was Maynita, a name
shared with a child born to John H. Swan's
second wife many years later.

Many pronouncements in this obituary
indicated that her death might have been
reported elsewhere and a quick search
outside of the Thomasville area proved

that guess correct. The obituary below ap- |

peared in an Atlanta newspaper called the
Atlanta Georgian & News on December 3,
1910. Obviously taken from a earlier
Thomasville report, the time frames in this
obituary do not match those of the actual
death date of November 23 or date of the
funeral on the follow-

27, 1910.

|died here

ing Sunday, November | Former Atlanta WWQ&A&
% The funeral

DEATH OF MRS SWAN.

- — 4

Lovely Young \Woman Passed Away

Wednesday Night at Her Home
This City. . ]

' Mrs. Johni M. Swan died at her
home in thls city Wednesday evene

<, _Ing ‘at eleven o'clock, after an 11l
ness of many months, w@for «o1é
~ time, Mrs. SWan has been very low

and her death, while a very sad one

was not unexpected. Friends in thii
city and in other-parts of the Sta:ai
will hear of her death with sincere

regret. She was a very lovahle

woman, and made frlend; ensily
and ready.
She was Miss Maynite Arnol!

coming with her mother to Thomas-
ville for the winter three years ago. |
Here she met Mr. Swan, and the at-!
traction quickly ripened lnto. love.f
They were married in December,
1908, living s=ince that time in t!-.ls:t
clty. ‘ .:

|
|
|
!
|
|
|

will

be held morning. As Miss
lwummmﬂmm

mother to Thomasville from Atlanta

hushband and mother,

SO B S S T s

Mrs, Swan Jeaves relatives in A
and Barneaville. .



Mrs, Swan Dead.
binds <

The people of Barnesville will
learn with profound sorrow of
the death of Mrs. John I Swan,
which occurred in Thomasville
last Friday. She was Miss May-
nita Arnold of Barnesville, and
was one of the most popular girls
that ever lived in the eity.

For vears she attended Gordon,
Institute and graduated as one
of the brightest members of the j
class of 1896. During the years |
which followed she traveled con-'
siderably, her health having
given way, spending much of her 't
time in Colorado and at Thomas- ¢
ville, Ga. |

A few vears since she was
married to Mr. SWah, a promi- i
nent business man of Thomas-
ville, which has since been her|.
home.

It has been known to friends
here for some time that she was
in bad health, and her untimely
death was not a surprise. The
news of her death, however,
causes great sorrow among a
wide circle of friends and rela-
tives in Barnesville and Pike
county.

A final obituary was found in the Decem-
ber 1, 1910 edition of the Barnesville News
Gazette published in Barnesville, Georgia.
This obituary was extremely helpful by
showing where Maynita was educated,
when she graduated, where she traveled
and other details that allow us to get a
glimpse into her life.

Her early education at Gordon Institute is
written about here. This school was so
named in 1872 and its first graduate in 1875
was a woman named Alice Wooten. It
boasted of classes beginning at the elemen-
tary age level and seemed to have provided
the young Maynita with the learning to later
navigate a wide social circle that included
friends in New York and from around the
world.

The travels to Colorado and Thomasville
mentioned in the article alongside refer-
ences to her failing health tell us that she
likely suffered from tuberculosis, a common
ailment during this time period and a fre-
guent reason for traveling to the areas men-
tioned in the obituary.

Maynita died at 33 years —of-age after
only 23 months of marriage to her husband
John.



Maynita Arnold




Maynita Arnold was born in April, 1877, during a time her father William was working
as a brick mason in Denver, CO. We know that by 1892 the family was residing on a farm
near Zebulon, GA and Maynita was enrolled in the Gordon Institute in a nearby communi-
ty. This school offered classes beginning with the elementary grades and seems to have
been a very good school as Maynita was enrolled in a music program and excelled later at
a finishing school in Washington D.C. We begin to see traces of Maynita in the newspa-
pers starting in 1894 when she is a sophomore at the Gordon Institute.

SOPHOMORE CLASS,
May 17, 1894, list of stu-

Messrs Jesse anbt9 Merr%tt dents in the Sophomore class
Thurman, Willie Owen, Alfred Wil- | at Gordon. Maynita was still
lingham, Orren Davis, Hugb MOI.‘- on the farm in Zebulon dur-
gan and Parkwell Thompson; Misses| ... ...

Alice Myers, Maynita Arnold, Alice
Simonton, Mary White, Lula Banks,
May Taylor,Mattic DeVaughn Nannie
Shel Willis and Marianne Hunt, i

In 1895, Maynita’s name appears in the Graduating Exercises of the that year’s gradu-
ating class. She is only in her junior year at the Institute but performs musical selections
for the graduating class including playing the “William Tell Overture” as an opening

piece.

Miss Mayiitda Arnold read the
class history, which was listendd to|  June1s, 189%,
with great interest. She is one of | Maynitareads the class
the brightest and best girls who ever | history for her own grad-
graduated here, and she never disap-| uatingclass of that year.
points an audience in giving them
something good. -




Miss Maynita Arnold has been sick
for some days, but her many friends
wish for her a speedyrecovery

Miss Maynita Arnold has been vise
iting her friend, Miss Susie Watts-

will leave in’a few weeks for Washing-

‘ton, D. C. where she goes to attend

{ college.

Miss Mayhita Arnold left Monday
morning for Washington, D. C., where
she ‘goes to enter the Natlonal Park
Seminary.  She graduated from Gor-
don Institute this year, makmg a fine
record in her clas.  She is one of
the brightest, best angl most popular

girls who ever attended Gordon In-
stltute and her mapy friends regretted
excecdingly to see her leave Barnes-
ville.

The many friends and ‘ad S
Miss Arnold  will
over the fine record she has ma
the National Park Semmn.ty ;
Glen,uMd. Tge evidence 1s in
nesvneovertesign.m \ature
presldent of the college :
port is the best glvmbym’
This is no morc than was expe«
by the people of Bamesvillg

July 9, 1896, hints at the illness that
will haunt her life and end it early only 14
years later.

September 3, 1896, after graduating,
Maynita visits a friend in a Forsyth and

near Forsyth’ for the past week. Sheq prepares to attend college/finishing

school in Washington D.C.

October 1, 1896, in this clipping
from the Barnesville Gazette we learn
the name of the school Maynita will be
attending, National Park Seminary. It
is a very new school, just formed in
1894 and is an all-female institution.
We will delve into the school a bit
more on the next page.

December 24, 1896, Maynita re-
turns home to Elm Street in
Barnesville for her Christmas vaca-
tion. She is obviously showing the
ability to exceed at school, an indi-
cation that her education at Gordon
Institute had been quite good as
well.



National Park Seminary

This school was formed in 1894 using the lands and buildings from a resort built in
1887 to entertain wealthy patrons of the Washington area and as a school would have
attracted the young ladies of the most elite families of the United States. It was unique in
many ways starting with the architect and architecture of the first buildings.

To set this institution into the changes occurring in the 1890’s regarding the movement
to recognize the intelligence and abilities of women one should look to the Chicago
World’s Exposition that took place the previous year of 1893. Known as the “White City”
because of the large white stone buildings and electric lights used at the fair, this exposi-
tion featured a Woman’s Pavilion that had been designed by a female architect. This pa-
vilion and a large amount of the art in the World’s Fair was created by female scientists
and artists. In fact the founding members of the new school purchased a book of house
plans at the Chicago World’s Fair that would later serve as the plans for many of the new
buildings they would erect around the great main hall.

Elizabeth Emily Holman

This is Elizabeth -
Emily Holman, an Y
architect that prac- :
ticed until 1914 and
the designer behind
the first structures
specifically for the
National Park Semi-

E. E. Holman, circa 1901 nary SChOOI.

The main building on campus, converted from
a hotel into classrooms and offices.
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The Choipi Bungalow that served as student housing.

Inside the Choipi Bungalow during the time Maynita would

have been attending school there.



Students Faculty Information about the student/

1894 48 10 teacher ratio for some of the early
1895 79 19 years of the school. During the time
1897 129 24 Maynita attended the total student
1898 190 29 population would have been under 130
1900 184 30 students.

1901 222 33

1909 279 42

1911 230 42

A May Day celebration at National Park Seminary in 1907.



Miss M@ayhitd Arnold, who hasr
been attending the National Park
Seminary, of Washington, D. C,, re-
turned home Saturday. She made a
fine record during the year and was

June 10, 1897, Maynita comes home
for the summer from the National Park
Seminary.

one of the most popular students of
the Seminary. She has hosts of
friends in Barnesville who rejoice at
her return home.

L

Miss Maynitad Arnold left Monday
for Washington, D. C. wheie she re-
'sumes her studies in the National
Park Seminary, Her stay at home dur-
ing hervacation has been a happy ore
and every body regretted to see her
leave Barnesville again. She is de-
servedly one of the most popular girls
| who ever lived in Barnesville.

September 20, 1897, Maynita returns
to college for the fall.

Miss Maynita Amold returned
Womeé from Washington, . C,, Friday,
after graduating among the first in her
class at the National Park Seminary.
She made a fine record in her classes
and was greatly appreciated by the
faculty and pupils, There are few
more popular young ladies any where |
than she is among the people of Bar
-nesville where she is best known,

Miss Mayhita Arnold returned Fri-
day from Stillmore where she has been:
teaching music. She is a very popu-
lar young lady and her return home is
a source of much pleasure to her
friends. She 1s a graduate ot Gordon
Institute and she is reflecting honor
upon her alma mater,

June 9, 1898, Maynita graduates
first in her class from the National
Park Seminary. She returns to the
home on EIm Street that we see in
later pages when we discuss
Maynita’s mother, Ella.

December 22, 1898, Maynita comes
home to her mother’s place in Barnesville
for the Christmas holiday.




‘mare Collee here Dy the delivery of June 29, 1899, Maynita is the musi-
"r.. "._o ‘“ﬂlﬁ“.,A 's B . . ..
| B RO APPIropriak . Fert cal director at Stillmore and partici-

! " :- . - -y ‘ " . .

| pates in the commencement exercises

during this month.

August 3, 1899, Maynita is returning
home after teaching at Stillmore and spend-
ing time in South Carolina visiting relatives.




l
|

BARNESVILLE, GA September 11, 1899,
] .

A reception was given Friday evening
by Miss Maynita Arnald at her home (n

Maynita is entertaining
friends at the home on EIm

honor of her guest, Miss Rosa Burford, |sicct The mention of

of Hampton. The house and spacious ve-.

randas were brilllantly lighted with elec- [electriclightsis notable,

tric lghts and decorated with beautiful

the school Maynita attend-

E ‘ W o L] T
flowers and choice plants. Refreshments | . Washington D.C. did

wereg served.

Miss Maynitd Arnold returned this
week from a pleasant visit of six weeks
with relatives in Allendale, 8. C.
While thereshe was shown much at-
tention by the young people and had a

‘delightful visit. She is cordially wel-

comed home,

Gone to New York.

Mrs. W W. Arnold, Miss May-
nita Arndld left Sunday night for
New York city, via Savannah,
where they will remain sometime.
It is possible that New York may
be their fuvure home, but their
friends here hope that it may not
be mnecessary for them to stay

there. It is known to some that
‘Mrs. Cruger, a wealthy aunt, re-
cently gave to Miss Maynita Ar-
nold a snug little fortune in valu-
able Nev York city property and
this may require the removal of
the family there.

They have hosts of friends who
hope that they will continue to
live in Barnesville.

not have electric lights un-
til 1911. For a home to
have electric lights this ear-
ly indicates a level of
wealth above the norm.

February 26, 1903, returning from an
extended stay in South Carolina.

July 16, 1903, Maynita’s travel to New

York and one of the articles that led us to
finding her aunt Mary’s story that we will
explore much further in the section on her

life to be found later on in this PDF. This
1903 article indicates income stream being
provided to Maynita by her aunt, a dollar
amount equal to approximately 6 million to-

day.



Mrs. E. M. Arnold and Mis3 o
MaysitE Arvold left last F‘;ida‘y These two clippings are from 1904
for Cumberland Island where t._hey and show that Maynita was primarily
will remain sometime ‘enjoying traveling during the year before visiting
the sea breezes, » Thomasville in 1905. From her obituary

we learn that from 1905 to 1908 she was

Mrs. W. W. Arnold and Miss a frequent visitor to our community,
: ..\rnold visited friends in meeting and finally marrying John Hamil-

Atlanta Wednesday. ! ton Swan in December 1908.

L}

ARNOI DI SV AN

- Navs

Mrs. Flla M. Arnold announces the engagement of her daugt]r .
Mavnita. and Mr. John Hamilton Swan, of Thomasville, the wedding
te take place Wedneaday, December 30.

The wedding announcement published in the Atlanta Constitution on November
22,1908 is above.

ville, where Miss Arnold is well
known, having for years lived
here and where she iz quite a
favorite among the people gener-
ally. She is a most excellent
young lady and there will be
scores of warm friends to extend
hearty congratulations'to her and
the fortunate young man on their
marriage.

The wedding announcement from the Barnesville Gazette published on De-
cember 24, 1908 showing their marriage date of December 30th of that year.
There is no mention of the couple in newspapers after their marriage but they did
reside in Thomasville. The little we know of their married life comes from a cou-
ple of sources in 1910 as seen on the next page.
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A portion of the page from the Thomasville 1910 Federal Census showing
John, his wife Maynita and her mother Ella residing on Jefferson Street. This in-
formation was recorded in April of that year.

There are a couple of interesting things to note about this census recording of
the Swan Family, first, they owned the home they were living in, and second,
there is no occupation listed for John which might indicate the family was being
supported by the inheritance Maynita received in 1903 or continuing funds from
her aunt Mary Arnold Cruger, a person you will be introduced to later on in this
PDF.

September 22, 1910, the

! Mr. and Mrs. J, H. Swan and Mrs. family returns from a trip to
:E M. Arnold have returned after New York State where they
‘spending the past few months in had spent considerable time.

New York State.

Maynita dies on November 23, 1910 at her home in Thomasville, GA. An obituary
about her death appears earlier in this document and by the end of November,
Maynita’s casket lies in a mausoleum in Laurel Hill Cemetery alongside her favorite
Knabe piano. Hanging on the walls are photographs of friends and family including a
pair of portraits of her and her husband John in gold-gilt frames. Later her beloved
pet dog will be laid to rest on top of her casket and over the years she will be joined
by mother and aunt with the doors being closed for the last time in 1943. Dust and
dirt have settled over the memorial items in the mausoleum now but with work we
can bring her and her family’s lives back to the world of the living.



Maynita’s Family & Others




Maynita’s Family

We will delve into Maynita’s family quite deeply, both her own and that of her hus-

band, John Hamilton Swan whom she married in 1908. | believe that the following pag-

es should be organized with those being the most important to her and her life appear-

ing first and for that reason | strangely wish to begin with Maynita’s aunt, Mary Angeline

Fambro Cruger.

The most obvious question would be, why start with her aunt instead of her parents

or husband? The answer | would give is that | believe her aunt contributed the most to

Maynita’s world in culture, education and even financially. Our journey into discovering

the role her aunt played in her life began with the articles below:

LEFT HER A FORTUNE,

M. W. Arnold and family of
| Barnesville have gone to New York,
‘ o >
| and may make that city their home.

| Miss MIS9IEE Arnold was left a large
Kruger, a

Mrs.

fortune by her aunt, Mrs. ' .
wealthy lady of that city, n-n'ml_.\. -m\t'
they have gone up North to 00K «N'U'
the property, which consists of New

York real estate valued at $200,000.

Georgia Girl Given Fortune.
Barnesviile, Ga., July 18- -Mrs. M.
W. B ] and family have gcne to
New York and may make that city
the hom n the tuture. Miss DMay-
pira _Arnold was left a large fortune
h nt, Mrs. Kruger., a wealthy
1 it city. recently and they
] nup north to loeck aiter the
v. which consists of New Yorlk

Y 1 3 o0
*eal estate vailued at 2000,

Georgia Girl Given Fortune.
Barnesville, Ga., July 18—Mrs. M.

W. Arnold and family have gone to|

New York and may make that city
their home in the future.  Migs Mat
nita Arnold was left a large fortune
by her aunt, Mrs. Kruger, a wealthy
lady of that city, recently and they
have gone up north to look after the
property, which consists of New York
real estate valued at $200,000.

|

(

The top article appeared in the July 20, 1903
Savannah Morning News from Savannah, Geor-
gia, the middle article is from the July 24, 1903
edition of the Brevard News from Brevard, North
Carolina and the bottom is from the July 19, 1903
edition of the Selma Times published in Selma,
Alabama. Despite being filled with numerous
misspelled names, each seemed to indicate that
Maynita inherited a small fortune from her aunt
in 1903. The dollar amount listed, $200,000
would be the equivalent of approximately six mil-
lion in today’s dollars, a sizeable fortune in 1903.

When we began our search into her aunt’s life
and money we uncovered an interesting story
and even more interesting life.

Note: For any “Gone with the Wind” fans it
would be helpful to picture Mary as Scarlett
O’Hara raising her voice and saying, “As God is
my witness, I'll never go hungry again! “ in the
story of her life that follows.



Mary Angeline Fambro (Fambrough) Cruger

Mavynita’s Maternal Aunt

Name: EM Fambro

Age: T

Birth Year: abt 1853

Gender: Female

Birth Place: Georgia

Homein 1860: Marietta, Cobb, Georgia

Post Office: Marietta

Dwelling Number: 292

Family Number: 278

Household Members:

Name Age

David Dobbs 68

M A Fambro 10
E M Fambro 7
FW Fambro 4

M A Dobbs 17

Cobb Sherifi”s Sales,
AV ILL BE SOLD, hetore the Court
House door, in the City of Mari-
etta, Cobb connty, Georgia, on the first
Tuesday in December next, bhetween

the legal hours of <ale. the following |

property, to wit:

One vacant Lot known as part of the
Howard House lot, in the ¢ity of Mari-
ettt andon the north side of the pablic
~quare, bounded as follow s on the west
hy Cassville street, on the north by a
<treetor alley, on the east by a street or
alley and property of John W, HilL and
<ontth by property o, B Blackwelll),
W. HiM, er, sl angd the public sgquare,
fronting on public square about 24 feer,
containing in all one<fourth acre, more
or les<, Levied on as the i
David JJ. Dobbs, executor of D, Dobhs,
deceased, to =arisfy a6 ta from Cobh
superior Court in favor of Alfred M,
Roberts,

property ol

We begin the story with the 1860 Federal
Census where we find Mary Angeline, her sis-
ter Ella M. and a brother F. W. Fambro. all
three living with the maternal grandfather
David Dobbs in Marietta, GA. Further re-
search showed that the Mary’s mother died
in 1857 in Barnesville, GA, and her father in
1860-61 in Savannah, GA. At the age of ten,
Mary and her siblings were orphans on a
farm in rural Georgia entering into the Civil
War period.

The grandfather David Dobbs last ap-
pears in the newspaper in a Cobb County
Sheriff’s Sale of his estate in the November
13, 1877 Marietta newspaper Field &
Stream. His death is recorded as occurring
in 1872 and his gravesite can be found in
the Marietta City Cemetery. With his
death, the Fambro family once again found
themselves orphaned. Mary would have
been 22 years-old at the time of her fa-
ther’s death her sister Ella who was
Maynita’s mother was 18.

It appears the Fambro family lost their
home and property with the sale of the
lands in 1877 as Mary is in San Francisco
soon afterwards.



The next portion of Mary’s life is a blank and covers approximately 1875 to 1885.

When she next appears in newspaper clippings it is surrounding the death of her hus-

band, William Jauncey Cruger.

GEORGIA WOMAN GETS 82,000,000,
The will of Willilam C. Cruger, who
left an estate of $2,000,000 to his wife,

Mary Fambrough Cruger, to the ex-

clusion of his relatives, was admitted
to probate to-day. The will was con-
tested by James Pendleton Cruger, the
surviving brother of the testa‘or, and
a number of nephews and nieces, who
allege that Mr. Cruger was incompe-
tent to make a will and that he was
unduly influenced by his wife. Mr.
Cruger met his wife in Australia fif-
teen years ago. He was very i1l and
she acted as his nurse until he was
restored to his health. He then mar-
ried her and they came to this coun-
try. After a short residence here they
went abroad to live. Mr. Cruger
brought an action for divorce In
France, but it was never tried and the
couple sometimes afterwards became
reconciled. Mr, Cruger left $10 to his
brother, James Pendleton Cruger, to
each of his brother's six children and
1o each of the children of his deceased
brothér, Eugene Guido Cruger. As
Mary Fambrough, Mrs. Cruger was
well known to the people of Marietta,
where she was born and reared and
wh'cn she has relatives living at pres.
ent.

As with many of the newspa-
per clippings we encountered in
this research, this one packs a
lot of information into a small
space. This clipping appeared in
the November 22, 1901 Savan-
nah Morning News and shows
that Mary inherited two million
dollars from her deceased hus-
band’s estate. In today’s dollars
this estate would be valued at
nearly sixty million dollars, a tidy
sum in any age.

From this article we read that
Mary was in Australia and mar-
rying sometime around 1876
but this is inaccurate as she was
involved with another gentle-
man until approximately 1878.
Regardless, she would have
been in her late twenties when
she began acting as nurse for
Cruger in Australia.

So who was William Cruger and what was the story behind his tremendous wealth

and how did an orphan from rural Georgia end up inheriting his wealth?



| ?:s{m

Meet Mary Angeline Fambro
Cruger in a photo taken from a
copy of her 1917 application for a
passport for travel to Nassau, Ba-
hama. By this time Mary would
have been 67 years old and very
wealthy for her time. Digging in-
to her life has been fascinating.
At times | am unsure of whether |
should admire her or whether to
label her exploitative, after read-
ing her story you decide.

-

To begin to understand her life let’s begin with a gossip magazine called The San Fran-
cisco Daily Times, Volume 9, published in February 1902. | will put the entire article

here on this and following pages as we explore the people and events mentioned. A

word of caution, this article is borderline malicious. | will surround the portions of the

San Francisco in red to distinguish it from other articles as we move forward

The ""Star'" Blythe Widow

It is rather late in the day for a Blythe “widow”
to be heard from but the star of them all has just
come to the front in New York. She is highly inter-
esting to us out here from the fact that ghe congidered
our four million Blythe estate such small potatoes
that though she had the regulation rights of a “wife
at common faw,” she scorned to have anything to do
with the contest but devoted her time and acumen to
a much larger estate in New York which she has
just succeeded in having evervthing left her by will.
The other heirg who were cut off with ten dollars each
are rampant with indignation and have just filed a
contest,  The ease can never out-romance our famous
Blythe story but the fight promises to be far bigger
and more bitter. The prominent and wealthy Van
Rensselaer and Cruger families are both interested in
it. By an odq coincidence the wills of the wealthy
Cruger brothers are both being contested at the same
time, both had unuzual eareers, rare matrimonial
mixups and the evidence in the two cazes is likely to
u\'(‘rlnp.

The “Star” Blythe Widow
mentioned is Mary Fambro

Cruger. The Blythe men-
tioned was a Thomas Henry
Blythe who died in San Fran-
cisco in 1883 without a will.
His estate was worth in ex-

cess of 4 million at his death

Thomas H. Blythe

and the fight over the estate lasted for a dec-
ade. Over 200 claimants were involved in the
litigation including 3 women who claimed to
have been his wife at various points during his
life, one of which was our Mary.



An initial search for a connection between Mary and the “Blythe Widows” brought up
the article below from the March 14, 1890 San Francisco Examiner and with it a whole
new chapter in Mary’s life. A portion of the article mentions Mary who appears under
the name May Fambro.

Ex-Judge J. A. Wright, who was attorney ., .
for the late Philip A. Roach while the lat-|  Thisisn'tthefirsttime Mary uses
ter was administrator of the estate, identi; | May as her first name. The 1917 pass-
fied an agreement signed by May Fambro, : :
otherwise known as Nellie Firmin, releas | Port mentioned earlier was taken out
ing Thomas H. BX,\'thc from all claims from under the name of May Fambro as can
the foundation of the world to the date of _ _
the instrument, which was acknowledged | be seen below. The most interesting
at Denver, Col., November 1R, 1879. : : ;

Mr. Wright said when he went with Mr. portion here r.mow.eve.r 's another alias
Roach to take possession of Mr. Blythe's | for Mary, Nellie Firmin.
effects Mr. Jeffers, in” the presence and
hearing of the defendant, said: *“ 1 wish
you to take notice that all the furniture in
this house was given by Mr. Blythe to this May or Mary Fambro 1917 passport
lady, Miss Dickason.”

UNITED ATATES OF “AMERICA. -
So who was Nellie Firmin Srare or ... FLOTAGe sl L

Couyry or.... Dade, .. W .. . .

then? The most engaging and

? O U .uﬁ-Y.:.'A.,e...c.].:.‘:iﬁ.e.F) Tt W RO ooy 8 NATIVEL.AND Loyar Crrizes or g
Informatlve answer to that ClueS- Uxrrep: Stares, hereby apply to the Department of State, at Washington, for a passport.
tion can be found in articles that
appeared all of the United States \
I solemnly swear that Twas bornat .. Maxdietta, . ... .. , in the State of
in November of 1877. Mary ...Georgla, , on'or about tho . 398k, day of MaxoR, ... 1850 # that
my H:tl::l:l . o Villiam Jauncey Cruger,, was bhorn in HBJYM.‘O tie best of py
ol ave b about 27 years- | Rl LT B G S
old and embroiled in terrible di- , —onarabast i ; that dw rosidy /@\Mun tadliein
it Aot R i (1)) RS SO (S S 410 TS
vorce from her common-law hus- POt S S UM e S e i (Rl A i

band Thomas H. Blythe.

In these articles she is described as a “pretty young woman, who has been both type-
setter and actress in minor theatre.” and suing for alimony claiming to be Blythe’s wife. He

states that she is only his mistress and... that she is nothing more than his mis-
tress, whom he had detected in robbing
him, and finally in a cold-blooded plot
upon his life. Leagued with her was a
disreputable Italian actor, who tried to
bribe an associate to murder the million-
aire fora large sum _of meney, which




The article continues by describing her attempts upon his life in some detail:

check. This scheme failing, Nellie en-
terprisingly undertook the job herself.
First she tried brandy and strychnine,
previously hinting to folks of Blythe’s|
apopleptic tendencies and- his liability
to sudden death. Thwarted again,
a still more desperate role was assumed
by this reckless woman, who intended
by Blythe’s murder to get possession of
‘alarge slice of his fortune. One day|
the latter was warned by an observanl‘

friend that Miss Firmin was carrying a
pistol. Taking the hint, he purchased
a revolver of the self-cocking English
bulldog pattern, a deadly weapon, and
a dagger, and carried both on his per-
son. A day or so thereafter Miss Fir-
min was discovered by one of Blythe’s
tenants prowling about the latter’s of-
fice, with a revolver in her hand, con-
cealed by a handkerchief. She was
heard by him to say she was going to
kill his agent because he had wronged
her. Blythe became more watchful,
and on going home to dinner detected
the woman several times looking at him /
alone. When the meal was about
finished, Nellie Firmin, with a wicked
gleam in her eye, thrust her hand into
her bosom and drew out a revolver,
saying, ¢ Harry, I'm going to kill
you.” Snatching his dagger from his
breast, he sprang upon her, and, bran-
dishing the knife aloft, said sternly,
‘¢ Raise that pistol and I'll stab you to
the heart!”” The woman was foiled.
For a moment they glared into each
other’s eyes; then the woman pushed
the pistol across the table toward him,
saying, ¢‘‘Harry, take the pistol; I
wouldn’t hurt you for the world.”” He

So we see a bit of the temper and mo-
tivations of the orphaned girl from rural

Georgia.

“..a wicked gleam in her eye...” love
the image.



The Case of Nellie Firmin. Apparently

" The examination of Neilie fm‘.‘l? {rs. Thomas attempting to kill for-

- H. Blythe, on charges of embezsicment, : goods | mer lovers was not the
muﬂwﬂ was ”“-: only mischief Mary got
i::m inability of ah accused to ap- | into while living in San

 d

went ovwa m-m hﬁy“&;‘ Francisco.

The clipping above appears in the February 13, 1878 edition of San Francisco Examiner

and shows that Blythe was probably pursuing her for actions taken while with him. | can find
no resolution to the claims filed in the article and it is my guess that they were quietly dis-
missed after Mary/May/Nellie left the community. In later court records surrounding the es-
tate of Blythe there are mentions of her having signed a document in 1879 renouncing any
claim to his estate or for any support.

Continuing with the San Francisco Daily Times article that began this detour, we read
about what she did after leaving the

William Jauncey Cruger died nearly a year ago San Francisco area.

leaving his big estate to his wife, Mary Fambrough
Cruger, the woman who claims ghe was once a widow

of our Tom Blythe, The story of her life iz as adven- We have found evidence of a

turous as that told of Alice Edith Dickagon, Grandpa
Perry or any of the strange characters that came to
light in the hearing of the great will contest.  Cruger ia between Mary and William
met her somewhere in Australia fifteen years ago. At . . .
the time he was very ill and she acted as his nurse, | @nd her full inheritance of his

After he recovered she traveled with him. Later, it is fortune indicates that there was
alleged, she married him, and they came to this

country. At that time the clans were gathering for | no question about regarding it.
the great foray on Blythe's Market street block and
hig ten thousand acres of Mexican lands, but Mary
Fambrough Cruger tossed her nose in the air and Times was incorrect as the litiga-
passed them by. She had a richer prize at hand, )
though she did not realize that she was going to in- tion for the Cruger estate ended
herit with it a lot of litigation that would outrival
anything in the Blythe estate

marriage taking place in Austral-

This gossip-laden piece from the

up lasting less than a year.

The article continues on the next page...



Why She Kept Out of the Case

Subsequently she and Cruger went to France to
live. It is said that they quarreled there and sep-
arated in 1897. At this time negotiations were had
by which they were to be divoreed and he was to
scttle one-third of his property on her. After the
agreement was drawn up she claims she refused to
sign it. He brought an action for divoree in France
but it was never tried. Afterwards they were recon-
ciled, at least g0 goes the story. One of her bitterest
enemies in the fight over the estate is Meta Mourichon,
the second wife of her husband's brother. Mrs,
Mourichon has troubles of her own but she seems to
be able to find time to tell all she knows and ever
heard of the private life and character of the alleged
Blythe “widow.” In a late deposition she says:
“My brother-in-law told me that soon after his
marriage to this woman in Australin she told him
that she thought it would be a good idea for her to go
to San Francisco and take part in the contest over
the four million dollar estate of Thomas Henry Blythe.
She told him that she had formerly been the common
law wife of Blythe and that she was traveling on an
arrangement by which he gave her a large sum of
money; that her claims to the estate were far better
than any of those ghe had read about and that she
felt certain she could get a widow's share of the prop-

erty if she entered the contest. My brother-in-law,”
continues the witness, “urged her to keep out of the
fight and the notoriety as he had plenty of money,
and on his making certain promises of the way he
would bequeath it she decided to make no appearance
in the Blythe will contest.

A Typical Blythe Widow

“Mr. Cruger often told me” said the witness,
that his wife was a woman of violent temper, extremely
jealous, and was a great smoker and drinker. He
said he was leading a dog's life with her and used to
lament, ‘Oh, if I could only get some peace before |
die!” Here are a few scenes that read like the
famous ones recited of Alice Edith in the O'Farrell
street annex of Blythe's apartments;

“One night, in Paris,” continues Mre. Mourichon,
“Mr. Cruger came to my rooms, his clothes were half
torn off and he gaid that his wife was having a gay
time, that she had smashed the decanters, thrown the
candelabra out the windows and was dancing in even-

co::f.o—r G_lﬁz;w_. bottle -o( C)up:iu ud];on‘o 0ld Reserve Whisky
at his elbow while writing his message.

The Blythe estate issues
continued to have nation-
wide and even worldwide
attention for a considerable
time. From the many arti-
cles written about it we
know that Mary did choose
to become involved though
her claims were dismissed
quite early on.

Mary sounds like the per-
fect eccentric, rich aunt from
every story ever written.



ing dress all over the place. He declared it was
shocking. He told me that at Narragansett Pier the

same scenes had occurred; that she had smoked and This draws the San Francis-

(ll‘llllk, ﬁllll;.' furniture out of the Willl'll'.w. (hl"l‘tf(l co Da||y Times article to a
ghocking dances, and had wound up by firing a fusil-
ade from revolvers.” close but does lay the perfect
groundwork to appreciate
_'l'n :Ill_.\’ of the llllll'ii'n(’(’" who li!"‘!'l:{‘ll to t'll‘ the Other events that oc-
stories  recited of the “doings” of Blythe's alleged ] L
wives that woman wouldn't have to submit any more curred in Mary’s life.

evidence that she was one of the number. Barring
the name it reads like one of Blythe's nights at home
with one of his wives in his Market street rooms.
The finish of these two “domesticated” millionaires,
though so similar, was different in a few slight details.
Cruger resorted to morphine to quiet his nerves and
threatened to leave his millions where nobody could
get them, but he ended by leaving them to his wife
and cutting off all his other rich relatives with ten
dollars each. Now they are making all sorts of
charges against her outside of the statutory undue
influence. However, such charges won't bother a
woman who passed hy without regret a chance to get
a share of Blythe's big estate,

To glimpse both the source and trappings of the Cruger wealth let’s detour yet again
into a story about William’s fathers estate known as Cruger’s Island in New York City.
The land today is a national conservancy wildlife sanctuary with nesting bald eagles but

during Mary’s marriage it was something far different.

o RS S T -
b .;’;«-«.-‘.‘;, This picture is from

1910 and shows some
the “ruins” on Cruger’s
Island placed there and
decoration or curiosity
by William’s father John
Church Cruger. The
“ruins” were actual Ma-
yan sculptures looted
from Central America
and placed for effect
around the property.




This is one of the Mayan totems located
on the island through the 1920’s. All of the
original looted artifacts have been returned
to their native countries or placed in muse-

ums.

All of the Cruger wealth came from real
estate holdings. They owned blocks of
downtown New York and collected rents on
the property allowing their unusual lifestyle.
One of his relatives lived in the mansion that
would one day become the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Some views of her home
are below.

Here is the Douglas Cruger man-

sion that would become the first
Met Art Building.

A view of the interior
from 1881.




We can trace a bit of William’s journeys around the world and glean a bit about when
and where he met and married Mary. From all appearances the statement after his
death of the couple being together for 15 years is exaggerated. | place their marriage as
taking place in Australia sometime after 1880 and it is likely it took place that year.
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This is excerpt from a passenger manifest of the ship St. Laurent traveling from
France to New York and arriving in July of that year. William is 17 years-old and travel-
ing with 2 female companions, an older female relative and her servant born in France.

A view of the ship, St. Laurent from
1927, a combination of steam and sail
power can be seen onboard.
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This is a copy of Jeanne or Jane Marie
Cruger’s 1872 passport showing that she
had been born in France. Itis likely the
servant mentioned in the passage was her
servant.

William, Jeanne and Martine were all
booked into the first class accommoda-
tions aboard the St. Laurent



_ Leura (s.), 1186 tons, Captain John Pain, for Meibourne, Pas«

engers—Mrs. E. W, Andrews, Mrs, J. E, Byrne, Mrs, F. Solomon, .
rs. M. J. Demsey, Mrs, Worledge, Miss Worledge, Miss Peters,

Miss Yates, Messrs. A. M ting, W. L. Ross, 1. W, Harwood,.

. Whi
(W.J. Harmer, Alfred E, Wr‘ight J. W. Smith, R. Aspinall,
Charles H. Scott, P. Vert, H. Willl
E. Minnle, J. A, N

ams, A. Hall, W, J..Cruger,
1coll, D. Brown, W, Watkins, M. J. Demsey, F.
aul,.J.8inclair, and 30 in the steerage,

This excerpt appeared in a
Sydney, Australia newspaper on
July 14, 1880. It shows that Wil-
liam was traveling alone aboard
the S.S. Leura shown to the

right. Since we know that Mary
and William met and married in

Australia, this clipping would in-
dicate it occurred after 1880.
L R e . TR AT, B Thereis an entry on Ances-

Hownpp SWHTH ] INE.
I — SSLEURA———
~

15 %1 e Milhire, ;/ 4,
16 Ko a” “(aa? IF NE

v/ rd

try.com for an Australian mar-

riage between the two but no
date is connected with it.

’”

The passenger manifest clipping above is from
June 29, 1896 and shows that William and Mary are ; /
traveling together from France to New York and ap-
pear to be married. The ship they were travelingon, /. |
the La Bourgogne, later sank in 1898 with a large loss
of life among the passengers. It is interesting to note
the ages on this manifest. Mary was born in 1850
and William in 1854. Mary’s age here should be at

least 4 years older than William’s and instead she is

lying about her age by seven years at least. S. S. La Bourgogne in 1895



IN HIGH LIFE

dzu- Van Renseller Cruger Sued
His Aunt for $77.000 Invested in

ﬂ:: M August 23.—Mrs, M .ﬁ

Mary’s husband,
William Jauncey
Cruger dies on April
7, 1900 and the es-
tate is settled by the
publication of this ar-
ticle in the New York
Times dated Novem-
ber 13, 1900.

Not one to let bygones be bygones, Mary
ends up suing her late husband’s nephew
for bad investments in 1904.



in the State of New.. York, . , where I foll

that I am domiciled in the United States, my {)-'HMI' dence beingat ... New York,
‘il(‘tlr'«"‘]\:l(it'll of ...nothing _ .

Mary seems to have

that T am about to go abroad temporarily: and I intend fo return to the United States within L . . .
:;:“T'\'\'ith the purpose of residing and performing the duties of eitizenship thorcing and that I dosire traveled qUIte a bit
o passport for use in visiting the countries hereinafter named for the following purpose: after the death of her
... Nussau & Cuba, on &..ount of my health, . . .
btz Rdhalass ) niece, Maynlta, N
------------ (‘\:n.u‘.nh wmnery.) L o e : : (Objeet wi v .
L e : _ 1910. Here is the sec-
(Name of country.) (Ohjoot of vt
I intend to leave the United States from the port of Miami, or lKey West, Florida _ Ond page Of her paSS—
(Vort of departusn
sailing on board the .4_‘11'.3.'5._.V,Qeghe‘\?:"‘}fl'?v.ing pord, ag !anl .ﬁ,._.}?ﬁ?aib]‘e‘ 101 port a pplicaﬁon from

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE,

1917 showing she is

Ifurther, 1 do solemnly swear that T will support and defend the Constitution of the United States

against all enemics, forcign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the

Urpose of g;?)«!ll: t\u%lp me God,

} 57 "--..->4>/é;nu.‘llllfhl¢ﬁ-—. ......
“ Sworn to before mo this 13%h..... 7 VL s
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of NOvEmRSE,. ..., 1042/

AT,
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States, do déolars ﬁp native born citigen of the Uniteq

i on oath, that
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8715 Han o 8he spend the winter

for the benefit of he:hgaunghm {eleads, in Ressan,
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this zﬂeﬁy of November, 1917, ©
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This clipping is from the May 7, 1929 Miami

Herald and indicates she files a suit against the
city for injuries suffered in a fall. It is interesting
to note that she identifies as a musician, a trait
that seems to have run in the family.

yome; and traveling to the Baha-
........... mas.

This is the physician’s state-
ment that accompanied her
passport application. At vari-
ous times it appears that Mary
resides in Tampa, St. Augustine
and Miami so she either kept a
home in each or stayed in lux-
ury hotels during the various
tays, something her sister Ella
did in Atlanta.

———

MUSICIAN ASKS $£15.000

Personal injuries received January 21
when she fell to the sidewalk in front
‘of 410 S. W. Twelfth avenue sre the
bnsis for a damage suit of $15,000,
declaration of which was filed in Cir-
cuit court yesterday by MAarvl A, Cruger
against the city of Miaml. Miss Cruger
alleges that the city negligently had
| gllowed the sidewalk to be left In a
~dangerous condition when Twelfth
street was widened in August, 1926,
(and new sldewalk lald. She said that
she was & musician and that breaking

]
!

|

FOR INJURY TO HAND




CITY GETS VERDICT
IN DAMAGE ACTION

Winter Visitor Ashed  SZ5.000  Tor
sidewallk  Fall
Hurts
Verdict for the cily was granted in
Citeuit sourt late vesterdey by Judze
Uly O. Thompson in the $25,000 dam

age suit filed by Mrs. Marsl A, Cruse:
't

', wealthy winter visitor, for injuries
received when she tripped and fell in

front of 410 8. W. 12th ave., Jan. 21,
1920,

Mrs ‘" L | who was :V‘[H"‘fh’rc’
oy Van ¢ Nuearingen, atrornes, test)
il she |} A\ fallen over an obstrn
Yool o8 ecity andewslk which was in

o“n f 1ty " ITNesses

' he street at that pount has

M \ Be vordict was made Iy
M he h ¥ the my \."\
’ : U as understood. will take an
appeal,

Employer Hits
Secretary Who
Crosses Knees

MIAMI, May 20. (#)—Claiming
her employer struck her with a
vardstick because she crossed her
knees as she sat in a chair, Mrs
Myrtle Stubble filed suit here Lor
$10,000 damages against Mrs, Mary
A, Cruger of Miami.

Mrs. Stubble said she formerly
was employed as secretary and cou-
panion to Mrs, Cruger,

She charges. that Mrs. Cruzer
struck her across the knees with a
yardstick and told her that “women
in my day didn't act that way.”

Mrs, Stubble charges in her suit
for damages that she had to be
treated at o hospital for nervous-
ness after the incident.

The suit filed in 1929 takes a long time to re-
solve. Mary loses but files an appeal that will
actually still be in the courts for a year after her
death. The city is found to not be liable in eve-
ry case heard. This article helps us verify the
person in the last article by giving us her age
etc.

Before Mary’s death in 1937, we get one
more glimpse into her personality with this
article that appeared in the May 20, 1933, Mi-
ami Fort Lauderdale News paper. One of her
companions towards the end of her life sues
her for mental anguish after getting swatted
by a yardstick for crossing her legs.

| am struck by the difference in perspective
from when she was much younger and a bit
more wild. The antics of her youth and mid-
dle age would have paled in comparison to
the freedoms experienced by women in the
1920’s.



‘1'eleg Co re rPine
Cruger Mary A (wid Wm J) h2 Charlotte

Criimlev (O T.necke (Cllaricea TY mor Jeffersn

Mary Cruger appears in the 1934 City Directory for St. Augustine, Florida. There are
references to her time in St. Augustine where she is mentioned in social circles as be-
ing related the Flagers. Of course this isn’t true but it does sound like something she

would have claimed while circulating in the wealthy society of Florida.

MES. MARY A CRUGER On April 6, 1937, Mary dies in Miami.

‘ —_ . Her body is brought to Thomasville, GA

< L for interment and likely the casket on the
left inside the mausoleum. She did pro-
vide a lot of support to both her sister
and her niece as we will see as we ex-
plore their lives in other pages here, so
her impact on her family was profound.

In the end it is hard not to have an extreme amount of respect for Mary. Growing up
an orphan in South Georgia and transforming herself into a budding actress and consort
for men of extreme wealth for her time, capturing that wealth and using it to shelter and

support her younger sister, nieces and nephews, all accomplishments worth noting.



John Hamilton Swan

Maynita’s Father




John Hamilton Swan
Mavynita’s Husband

There are at least 3 times prior to her wedding that we see Maynita playing a wed-
ding march for events or other weddings. During her time a woman getting married for
the first time at 31 years of age would have placed her into a spinster type of category
and everything about the pictures and information in her obituary leads me to believe
that she was in love and looking forward to family and home. We know little about John
Hamilton Swan. He is described as successful businessman here in Thomasville area but
| have not been able to locate his occupation or business. In fact the first mention if him
in a newspaper dates to 1907, a year before his marriage, and relates to his contribution
to the Vashti Center here locally.

He does appear in the 1900 Federal Census living in Jefferson County, GA with his

...... ?..- L S e e .--o--.----f S s M A B B e & p—_— 18 ST -

m.other | ] 3 I u’ JCPAM 1
Alice. In it ’ )rm yndﬁ 20_

ready a widow and living alone with her 20 year-old son. We were able to find picture

she is al-

of John’s father Thomas on Ancestry. Thomas Ed-
ward Swan was born in 1834 and died in 1899, a
year before the census record above. He was a
farmer in Jefferson County, GA near the town of
Milledgeville, GA.

There are some notes that his son, John Hamil-
ton, followed in his father’s footsteps though his
interest seems to have been primarily poultry.

BIGELOW.

Tthe Hugusta Phots Go. 702 Brode Bibally
gusta, Ga,



John appears in wedding announcements in the latter part of 1908 and again in 1910

in a trip to New York City with his wife and —
then in her obituary. By 1912 it appears he ;' FOR SALE—The six room SWan

has left Thomasville, there is a record of Swan | ottaze, on Love St. Best mater-
] lal] and every convenlence, Flow-

ers-Parker Realty Co, 9-5t.

Cottage being sold in 1912 located on Love
l 3

Street, and he is definitely in Atlanta by 1914.

"Class Sentember 19180 ! Here is the World War 1

 REGISTRATION CARD Draft Registration Card for

John Hamilton Swan from

September 1918. A couple

(;l:nt:|Mkno—u"mau'_“r— of things to note, one it

gives us his birthdate and

‘\.. B g-u..o-:u b, \..v'

A.o in 'nn 1 Dll' ol ll“

s

second wife’s name, and

secondly we see that he re-
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=2 ke ' A ; e sides in Jefferson County,
s /’.s 'r Is ' I’ GA. This is the same com-
|
: U. S. CITIZEN T ALTEN munity where father
Native Botn J Naturalized Citiren by Fathes's Nataralization Declarant | Nen. R
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3 B = as a farmer himself, it is
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An early picture of Agnes Ramsey before her marriage

to John Hamilton Swan.



This is John’s family in 1920’s. John Hamilton Swan is on the left, his second wife

Agnes is on the far right. His two children by Agnes are in the middle, John Thomas

Swan, middle left and his daughter Mary Maynita Swan. His daughter appears to be

named for his first wife and her aunt whom we have written about here.

The family continues to reside in
Jefferson County until sometime in the
late 1920’s when they move to Atlanta,
GA. They appear on the 1930 census
there and where on January 5, 1935,
John dies at his home there.

SWAN—Mr. John Hamilton Swan

died at the residence, 514 East
Cambridge avenue, College Park,
Saturday, January 35, 1935. Be-
sides his wife he is survived by a
daughter, Miss Maynita Swan;
three sons, Mr. John Thomas Swan,
Mr. Irvine Swan and Mr. Robert
I.ee Swan; a sister, Mrs. Carter
Parish; sister-in-law, Mrs. R. L.
Swan. The remains will be car-
ried to Augusta, Ga., this (Sunday)
evening at 9 o’clock via Georgia
railway. Services will be held from
R. E. Elliott & Sons’ chapel Mon-
day, January 7. Interment Mag-
nolia  cemetery. Brandon-Bond-
Condon, 860 Peachtree street, N. E.




CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH iNgs

Bureau of Vital Statistics
; No... OR5

1. PLACE O

County. ilitia District (Number and Name) State of Georgia

City or Town Mgth (gmidze in this city or town: Yrs../“...,.Mos‘,....,..Ds,........NON-RESIDENT (Yes or No).ow- S
L)L (Street) (&) <. L bz/ Ward

A Street and Number 0.) QS Z
4 @ (If ‘deat occurred in a hospital, give its mame instead of strect and number)
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Here is the hang-
ing picture in the
mausoleum on the
left and the 1920’s
picture of John
Swan on the right,
are these photo-
graphs of the same

person?




Mary Maynita Swan

John Hamilton Swan’s daughter from his second marriage

In case you have noticed this document and its story are full of detours. | didn’t delve

too deeply into John Swan’s second family since none are interred in Thomasville and after

1910, the don’t seem to be involved in the story of the mausoleum. One exception to this

is a daughter from John’s second marriage named Mary Maynita Swan. It appears that her

name was drawn from John’s first wife and perhaps her aunt Mary as well. Her name does

seem to indicate that there was a lifelong affection and loss associated with Maynita Ar-

nold in John’s life, a part of the romance that surrounds the lore of the mausoleum.

Her marriage

certificate appears
to the right. As
with many young
women during the
war years, Mary
was a G.l. bride,
getting married in
Virginia to a mem-
ber of the U.S. Ar-
my.

This is a picture of Mary Maynita from the 1920’s when
still a teenager living with her family. Mary was born in
1915 and eventually married in 1943.
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ik CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE 9093
COUNTY OF. £y O M Wl W NS COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 7
$38, George Theodosius Gerakitis A .
’ € L =
FuLL NAME OF GROOM CLERK’S No.
PRESENT NAME Mary annita swan MAIDEN
OF BRIDE NAME
GROOM BRIDE
AGE RACE SINGLE, WIDOWED, NO. TIMES AGE RACE SINGLE, WIDOWED, NO. TIMES
29 gy W IVORCED PREV. MARRIED OR DIVORCED PREV. MARRIED
27 a7 w single
U8 Army INDUSTRY INDUSTRY
OCCUPATION OR BL OCCUPATION OR BUSINESS
ttlantg Ga Ll
BIRTHPLACE 3 BIRTHPLACE Columbia ? 8 C
FATHER'S The Odne iu& 3 Ge raki tis FATHER'S JDhn H Swan
FULL NAME FULL NAME
e Theodosla Frotopappas e Agnes Remsey
MAIDEN NAME MAIDEN NAME
e oy CARD Lee, Va A g H CITY OR COUNTY Atlanta ¥ Ga j f
MAILING ADDRE_SS s f7 L MAILING ADDRESS
Date of Place of

Proposed Marriage _ April 24

1943 _ Proposed Marriage — Bichmond, Vg

9 / 90473

Given ynder my hand this. “day of 19
J"%A« >£ }2‘- ANAANANA, m Clerk of }l |- : !“ Court.

a g !CERﬁICATE OF DATQAND PLACE g MARRIAG :
of the. Church, or

(Denomination.) {

! 4 Clty?a.z4g0{
religious order of that name, do certify that on th A day OL%L, 19_43J e

Virginia, under authority of this license, I joined together in the Holy State of Matrimony the persons named
and described therein. I qualified and gave bonﬁ according fo law authorizing me to celebrate the rites of
marriage in the county (or city) of ¢ Commonwealth of Virginia.

Given under my hand 1:his_.,"‘_2 day OL__M 19_‘1_{__
Address of celebranL_MM&_SL W &aw

(Person who performs ceremony sign here.)



MissSwan Weds Mr. Gerakitis

The marriage of Miss Mary |
Maynita Swan, daughter of Mrs.
John Hamilton Swan and the late
Mr. Swan, to George T. Gerakitis,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Theodosius
Gerakitis, was quietly solemnized
at high noon yesterday in the
chapel of St. Paul’'s Episcopal
church in Richmond, Va.

Easter lilies adorned the chan-
cel of the chapel, the rear of which

was massed with palms. Tall
white candles burned in branched
candelabra.

Mrs. Don L. Shannon Jr.

the bride’s

{ semble of brown and white check-
ed crepe and brown accessories
i‘Her flowers were gardenias. Don
’groom as best man.

The attractive titian-haired
bride chose for her wedding a

A cluster of white orchids com-

| ried the linen and lace handerchief
| which was carried by Mrs. Milner
LaHatte, the former Miss Patricia
Noot, at her wedding.

Following the ceremony Mr.
and Mrs. J. L. Chamberlaine en-
tertained for the couple at a wed-
ding breakfast at their home in
Richmond. Guests included the
bridal party and a few friends.

Mr. Gerakitis and his bride are
honeymooning in Petersburg, Va.

¢4 bride graduated from Rus-
sell High school, after which she|

ta Georgian. She is now associated |
with the Atlanta Journal.

was |
matron of honor and|. 3
only attendant. She wore an en- | &

{ L. Shannon attended the bride-!|:

smart brown suit, with which she | £ SRR
wore a white organdy blouse trim-| MRS GEORGE T GERAKITIS
med in a jabot of lace and organ-|
dy. Her accessories were brown al- |
ligator. and her gloves were white. |

pleted her costume. The bride car-|

At Ceremony in Ruchmond

|

I

Mrs. Swan, mother of the bride,
is the former Miss Agnes Ram-
sey, daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Emmett Ramsey, of
Augusta. The bride’'s father was
the son of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas H. Swan. She has three
brothers, John T. Swan, of Bir-
mingham; Robert L. Swan, of Au-
gusta, and William Irvin Swan,
who is with the U. S. Army in
Africa.

The bridegroom graduated from
Boys’ High school, and later at-
tended Alabama Polytechnic In-
stitute, where he was a Sigma Nu

pledge and a member of the foot-

ball team. He is now with the U.

became connected with the Atlan- Iq Army, stationed at Camp Lee,

Va. Mrs. Charles Vocalis,
ilanta. is his only sister.

of At-

This is my fa-
vorite article
about Mary, it is
from April 26,
1943 and de-
scribes the mar-
riage between
Mary and her
husband George.
The picture is a
perfect represen-
tation of the
strength of wom-
en during the war
years. Among the
comments in the
article is descrip-
tion of Mary be-
ing “titian-
haired”, a tint of

red to her hair.



Beauty News

By MAVNITA GERRY

Bo . 3eh knbor thit YOU ' nd This is a sample opening paragraph

YOU and YOU bought B8.000 penned by Mary Maynita on Decem-
miles of lipsticks in 19467 That .
is equal to a trip to China. i ber 26, 1947, for the fashion and
vour went the hard wa HE home column she wrote for various
straight down ;

The latest GHAE. t7n linttiets newspapers in the Atlanta, GA metro
aside from the trick of turning area.
a sophisticated girl back into an
innocent with a pale, pastel lip
color, 1s to use two shades of

Lipstick for one mouth. If the
upper lip i1s thin, or vice versa,
try highlighting it with a lighter,
blending lip tone, using the
deeper shade og the full lip.

Maynita Gerry Appointed

Conshtuhon Pashlon EdltOl’ She assumed a new role as

\
l

Maynita Gerry. who has served on the sta#f of The noted in this May 7, 1948 arti-
Constitution’s Woman’s Department as |
rior decorating asSistant, has been % cle.

Fashion Editor. Shewﬁldircetnew-mcah‘-
ions, cosmetics and beauty and home . furnishings.
MmGen-v whoanGoorgonkiﬁ.inpinh'
life, was the former Maynita Swan. She was previously
amtedmtbboththeAﬂthmpnAm&i.nﬂ
the Atlanta Journal and has been connected with The
Constitution since last Summer.

342 g/a55 O/ 3 a‘jAlon January 11, 1950 talk-

By MAVN MAYNTI‘A GERRY) ing to the latest fashion

e ; : : of slim skirts.
NEW YORK—Your chances of striding confidently into Spring

this year are exce gly slim. So slim, in fact, that you'll be
lucky to find “standfng room only” in some of the new skirts,

As for running for the bus or stepping briskly into a taxi—
these are out unless you look well in bandages from the hips
down. In case of fire, break out of your skirt first.

What was the exception yesterday has become the rule tqiay
among the Spring sad Summer fashion collections of Christial

| Dior, Montesano and Pruzen. Maurice Rentner and Hattie Carnegie

being shown by the 3New York Dress Institute.

Slim skirts take various and often devious forms, but that they
have now taken form is definite. Many of Dior’'s new slim skirts
are little more than tubes, opened at both ends. With these last



oo

Mrs. Maynita Gerakitis,
former fashion editor

Mrs. Maynita Swan Gerakitis of

Atlanta, a former fashion and home

= furnishings editor of The Atlanta

wms" 9O m & e TP TP T

e T 0 7

N

Constitution, died of cancer
Wednesday at Piedmont Hospital.
She was 72.

A memorial service will be at
1:30 p.m. Saturday at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church. The body was
cremated.

Mrs. Gerakitis was the paper’s
fashion and home furnishings edi-
tor from 1942 to 1951, writing as
“Maynita Gerry.”

Maynita Swan was born Aug. 28,

1915, in Columbia, S.C. Her family

later moved to Atlanta. She worlged
for a year for the Atlanta Georgian
until its demise in 1939; for The At-
lanta Journal as secretary to manag-
ing editor Wright Bryan from 1939
to 1942; and for the Constitution.
She was a member of St. Luke’s

Episcopal Church.

. Surviving are her husband,
George T. Gerakitis Sr.; three sons,
George T. Gerakitis Jr., Charles H.
‘Gerakitis and Richard Gerakitis, all
of Atlanta; a brother, Robert Swan
of Atlanta; and two grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to St.

Luke’s Episcopal, 435 Peachtree

Street N.E., Atlanta 30308.

Mary died June 8, 1988 at the age
of 72 in the town she loved, Atlanta,
GA. The obituary telling a bit of her
story appears to the left



Ella Milton Fambro Arnold

Maynita’s mother




Ella M. Fambro Arnold

Maynita’s mother

Maynita’s mother, Ella Milton Fambro Arnold was born on April 26, 1855, and like her
siblings grew up with her grandfather on a rural Georgia farm after losing her parents by
the start of the Civil War. She was almost 5 years younger than her sister Mary whom we
have explored earlier, and spent almost her entire life in Georgia.

She married William Wynn Arnold on August 24, 1873 when she was 18 years-old. She
had lost her grandfather a year earlier and the family’s property would be sold at sale a
few years later as she embarked on her life with William. The young couple spent 4 years
in Colorado before returning home to Georgia and settling near Barnesville, GA by 1892.

Every mention in any newspaper article after their return to Georgia mentions Mrs. W.
W. Arnold and various other family members for friends but on only two occasions is Mr.
Arnold mentioned, once in 1894 and another in 1899. The overwhelming impression | get
from reading newspaper accounts is that Mary Arnold Cruger shared her good fortune
with her younger sister and this money allowed Ella to live independently and quite well.

We know that Mary Cruger and William Cruger married sometime after 1880 so Mary
must have had some access to his fortune. The clipping below is from the July 19, 1894

edition of the Barnesville Gazette:

Little Miss May and Master Will
Taylor, of Barnesville came up yee-
terday and are visiting Miss Mayne-

' ta Arnold at the Bome of ber parents
| Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Agiiold, soveral
| miles from this city.—Griffin News,
I(Sundayq

This article matches a lot of other sources we have and shows that the Arnold family,
with both parents, are living on a homestead outside Barnesville, GA. The community
was Zebulon and the family settled there in about 1892.



Miss Lena AFi6Id, of Allendale,

8. C., is in the city the guest of he

sister, Mrs. W. W,
street.

on

This clip from the July 29, 1897 newspaper shows the implied breakup of the family or

perhaps even the death of William Wynn. Here Mrs. Arnold is entertaining her sister at a

home on Elm Street in Barnesville, GA. She will be in this home for quite some time and

appears to own it by this date.

Quite an Addition. :

The plans for the addition to the
home of Mrs. W, W, Amold on Elm
stréet have been received and they
show that the addition will be a very
important one and will add much to
the already handsome home. It will
be a wing to the house, extending
east on Elm §tféét, The new portion
will be elegantly finished up. The
roof will be arranged for flowers, and
Mrs. Arnold has already ordered
some fine flowers for it. This im-
provement will begimas early as pos-
sible now. Mr. A. O. Bennett has
the contract tor the work..

Mrs. Arnold Buys.

M. W. W. A6l has vought the
Bush place on Elm street, which in-
cludes the house and lot which joins
het present home. The location is a
splendid ome and the house is now
occupied by Dr. J. M. Brittain, NS
O has recently made very impor-
tant additions to her home and she
now owns two of the most valuable

lots on the street.

April 13, 1899, Ella is putting an ad-
dition onto the house she owns on
Elm Street in Barnesville. As we see
in this and all articles that follow,
there is no mention of her husband.
The implied money necessary to
complete additions and purchase
homes is most likely from the Cruger
fortune.

August 17, 1899, Ella purchases the
home on the same street as her own. It
seems likely that she intended this
home for one of her children. Ella,
Maynita and two of Ellas’s sons are on
Elm Street in the 1910 Federal Census.



This is the home
owned by Ellain
Barnesville, GA. You can
see the one-story addi-
tion to the right side
. which is the Eastern side

3 & )| | of the home. This pho-
4 Jmllmmdml iy v i":.f' - ' tograph is taken from
=% 4 g, —. Elm Street.

Arnold St

The Arnold House at the corner of ElIm and
Arnold Streets.

Elm St

A view of the home
from Arnold Street.
This is the West side of
the home. The ad-
dress of the home is
423 Elm Street,
Barnesville, GA.




July 13, 1902, Maynita her
brother and mother Ella are vis-
iting a resort on Cumberland Island
and lavishly entertaining friends.

June 18, 1903, Ella entertains
friends at her home in Barnesville.
She continues to have company visit
according to the newspapers
through the end of 1904 but visita-
tion seem to stop after that.




September 26, 1907,

FOR RENT—Fumlshed 8nd Ella’s home is referred to
unfumished rooms and Boarders as the Arnold House and it
wanted. Apply Mrs. Cora Dar-| isorrent. The timeline
l‘ﬂgh, m house, Elm Street. | for visits to cease and the

house to become a rental

corresponds perfectly with the timeline we have of Ellla’s daughter Maynita, and her fu-
ture husband John Swan meeting sometime in 1905 during the family’s visit to Thomas-

ville, GA. « Danlel S shoe maker 829 Marieta, r sam
« Ella M, widow William W, r 19¢ Juniper

« En}ma Miss, r 147 Peeples
¢ Josepn K (Florence), conductor Sou Ry, r 390 Luckie

¢ Julian E, clerk Western Union Tel Co. r 196 Juniper
¢ Lawrer_lce W, v-pres Sou S & B University, r 136 W Pea

Tvaza v s wy TL 7y puULLTI i1 Irreweyr

« Maynita Miss, r 196 Juniper
P Al wmnn £ =N | e, TR ™ PR
The clips above are from the 1908 Atlanta City Directory and show that Ella was living
with her daughter and son there. Julian is listed as working for Western Union and Ella is
indicating that she is a widow by this point in time. This living arrangement must have
been just before the marriage of Maynita and John later on in December, 1908.

Ella travels with her daughter in 1910 and in the Federal Census that year is shown liv-
ing with them in Thomasville, GA. This last census that they would all appear in was tak-
en 7 months before Maynita’s death and shows the family residing on Jefferson Street. |

can assume that Ella is now in Thomasville caring for ill daughter.

There is a reference to a Swan Cottage on Love Street being sold in 1912, about a year
-and-a-half after Maynita’s death and | am unable to determine now whether that
cottage was purchased just before or just after Maynita’s death. The location of the
cottage of Love Street would have made the mausoleum very accessible, facilitating El-

las’s visits and piano playing during 1911.

We have a gap in Ella’s life between 1912 and 1926 where we find her again in Atlanta
and likely residing at the Imperial Hotel there. 1926 was a busy year for Ella as the clip-

pings on the next page will show.



"Mrs. North Honors January 7, 1926, Ella is having
‘Mrs. R. P. Brooks. tea with a couple who are planning

Mrs. John T. North entertained at on traveling around the world. Ella
an illful"lll:ll tea \V“G“l('.’ill.l_\' Ilf'(‘l‘llﬂlllll herself would be trave“ngthis
at the Atlanta Biltmore hotel in honor
of Mrs. Richard I’. Brooks. of For-| Sameyearascan be seen below.
gvth, who leaves the 20th of January
with Mrs. North for a tour around !
Cthe world.

Among the guests were Mrs, Mary
Hines Gunsaulus, Mrs, Ella AT Awns
lold, Miss Frances Brown and Miss
CTheodosia Beekham, who will be mem-
| .
' bers of the same party on the world
| tour, and Mrs. Eva Goddard, of Grif-
; filn.l who will accompany them to Hon- |
| oL,

21la n- v

g ARNOLD

Here Ella’s name appears on the passen-
ger list of a ship of Cunard Line called The
Mauratania. She arrived in New York harbor
onJune 4, 1926 making the crossing from
England. The Mauratania was a sister ship to
the more famous Queen Elizabeth which is
on display in England. She traveled as a first-
class passenger on this voyage.

The entry for Ella on the 1930 Federal Census. She is lodged at the Imperial Hotel in At-
lanta, the same place she will appear on the 1940 Census.
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Ella’s last adventure seems to take place in
1932. She, and her grandson Julian, appear on a
passenger list for a ship called S. S. Exeter sailing
from Naples, Italy to Boston in the United States.

S.S. Exeter

MRS. ELLA M. ARNOLD.

Mrs. Ella M. Arnold, of 355 Peachiree
street, N. E.. died late Sundn{ at the
residence. Funeral services will be held
at 4:30 p. m. tomorrow at Spring HIill,
with Dr. Robert W. Burns officiating.
'Burial will be in Thomasville, Ga. Mrs.
Arnold is survived by her son, Julian E.
Arnold, and two grandchildren. Miss
Louise Arnold and Private Harry F. Ar-
nold Jr.

Ella will die on Sunday, December 5, 1943 in Atlanta. The address given in her obitu-
ary above from the Atlanta Constitution is for the Imperial Hotel where she had resided
for at least 13 years. Her body is returned to Thomasville for internment which lends
credence to one of the three caskets belonging to Ella. As the last likely internment | be-
lieve her casket lies on the far left side of the mausoleum and most likely the ghostly pi-
ano was removed at this time.

Note: Ella spent at least 13 years living in the Imperial Hotel in Atlanta. This hotel still
stands though it has now been converted into subsidized housing for senior citizens.



William Wynn Arnold
Maynita’s father




William Wynn Arnold
Mavynita’s father

Research into William Wynn Arnold only bolstered my belief that the story surrounding
Maynita is one of a strong matriarch borne of the orphaned sisters of Ella and Mary bond-
ing over a lifetime of hardship and privilege. We have completed extensive research into
the life of all of the members of Maynita’s family and at the end of it we know the abso-
lute least about her father William. We have not yet found his date of death, where he is
buried and many other things about his life. He mysteriously disappears sometime
around 1899 from newspaper accounts and may have been absent from the family’s life
as early as 1897. Our last knowledge of him dates from around 1892 and comes from a
Yale publication from 1892 that gave a bio of various graduates from the 1841 Yale Uni-
versity class.

William’s father and grandfather were also named William Wynn, jut to make things
interesting when doing historical research. William’s father was a lawyer, his grandfa-
ther’s occupation is unknown.

The excerpt from the 1892 Semi-Centennial Historical & Biographical Record of the
Class of 1841, Yale University that speaks about Maynita’s father is shown below:

William Wynn, born June 7, 1851, married near Leesburg, Lee Co.,
Ga.,-August 24, 1873, Miss Ella M. Fambro; was in the lumber business
in Allendale till 1879, after which he resided in Denver for four years;
in 1883 returned to his native State, and purchased a house near Grif-
fin, Ga., where he now resides as a farmer. Like his sisters, he is a
member of the Baptist Church. He has had five children: Harry
Fambro, born July 28, 1875; William Wynn, born March 31, 1877, and
died May 16, 1878; Mary Neta, born April 7, 1879; Lucius Cicero,
born July 22,1881, and died February 16, 1884 ; Julian Eppinger, born
February 18, 1885.



State of Geovgia, Eee Conntp:

To any Judge, Justice of the Inferior Court, Justice of the Peace or Minister of the Gospel:
YOU AR HEREDRY .\l"l'lll'ltlt/.l~.l’ 1O JOIN
L Sl i Tl sl . e {
4 ’

0 v Lt Tepsini s Gl Ao 7RIS

J/I //r & /// C _//r//r Ao //{I/ 2INCN / aceei (/ /1(/ le // be / ontlelulion ane ___[;n/
/D /AJ d/(l/c ﬂm /”'3 JO l//ll/ //u J/(l// /r 1/(/// l///nlzu/ __[/u N
Yy
Glven wnder ny hand and seal, this ‘\ an (lm( of & -‘:,’, A 187

// / 7
o1 . z,/.\./« Gy

Ordinary.

-

\1
|

Geovgin, Zeo Lounly. ‘i;

o’ ~/ 4 1‘
AT A / /. i
I Certify, Fhat (Vi s £y o 1l and
flyz AbimhsE A ’7//’, 211 /) o wete joined in MATRIMONY ly me, this IJ
P Q/A ,/.5- day of B s /,« > /‘ fiqhteen Jtundeed and Fevenly /{Jf/)w t]
I

Here is a copy of the August 24, 1873 marriage certificate between William Wynn
Arnold and Ella M. Fambro. She would have been about 18 years-old when this oc-
curred and it had been less than a year since the death of her grandfather with whom

her and her siblings had been living. The date of this marriage corresponds to the ac-
count given in the Yale publication.
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This a snip of the 1880 Federal Census for Denver, CO and shows Maynita, her older

brother, Ella and William. William is shown working as a brick mason. Again, this per-
fectly corresponds with the account from Yale.

This is the last mention of Mr.

PO . Arnold, August 24, 1899 in the
Mr. Wi, Wi Arnold and son Julian,|
who have been in Atlanta for some
'months past in business, have been in
' Barnesville the past week.

convinced this isn’t a typo and
probably should have read Mrs.
W. W. Arnold instead.




Mavynita’s Piano and Music




Maynita’s Piano

In the serendipitous way of things once one begins resurrecting the legacy of people
like Maynita, we actually know quite a bit about the ghostly piano that once sat inside
the mausoleum. Though the actual piano is long gone, probably removed during the
last interment in 1943, we have some historical resources to call upon. The clipping be-
low is from the September 11, 1902 Barnesville Gazette and informs us as to the brand,
time and place Maynita’s beloved piano was purchased.

Fine Knabe Piano.

Miss MEFHifA Arnold received

Saturday from Philli Ige& Crew Co.
of Atlanta, a fine Knabe piano,

which she hased last week It
i a lovdymmment and she is

| spoke to Mr. Craig Bloch with the piano
store here in Thomasville and he said the
Knabe piano of this time rivalled the Steinway
instruments and was probably the best Ameri-
can-made piano ever. The ads for this piano
from the early part of the 20th Century would
fit the view Maynita probably had of herself

= KNABF. PIANO and that of the people around her. The ad to

An Asset of Enduring Worth the left is from a 1908 edition of Collier’s Mag-

O unapproachable is THE WORLD'S BEST PIANO in quality of material, i o character
of workmanshap, -lmdn;:blu ndm‘.;mlqn:x:nn l“‘“-nt‘uh
H-\nl-d or willing 10 part with it or eschange it for any of
Al g s infaction, for the durability d THE

WM. KNAB‘E & CO.

LW YORE WASHINGTON




[THE PHILLIPS & CREV

Only One Grae Made. |

Unexcelled in tone, touch, action and workmanahxp Sold at
a moderaté price, on easy payments. Any industrious man
can secure right now the Artistic & Crew Piano with-
_out missing the money. Write for prices and terms. ,
; ' WE ARE SOUTHERN AGENTS FOR
STEINWAY mnl. -
KNABE PIANOS,
mm PIANOS,
WEBER PIANOLA m
STECK PIANOLA-PIANOS,

wnizx.ocx runou PIANOS,
STUYVESANT PIANOLA PIANOS,
mmn

HARDMAN PIANOS,
OROWN PIANOS,
PRICE & TEEPLE PIANOS,
WHEELOOK PIANOS,
RADLE

PIANOS,
\ STORY & OLARK PIANOS,
STERLING PIANOS,

BIDDLE PIANOS, ;
VOCALIONS,
FARRAND onuus.
PHILLIPS & OREW ORGANS,
ALL SOLD ON EASY PAYMENTS.
Write for Catalogues.

PHILLIPS & GREW (0.

. 37 and 39 Peachtree Street, ATLANTA

—

VICTOR TALKING MACHINES

Write for ‘Oa
Prices of Both

PHIllIPS & CREW CO.

Wholesale and Retail Distributors, 'ATLANTA

The above ad appeared in the newspaper Atlanta Georgian in 1906 and give you
an idea of the products and brands the Phillips & Crew store would have carried. The
building housing this store no longer exists and it would have been located near the

section of Atlanta known as “Little 5 Points” which is an art district now.

Below is a Knabe upright piano from 1901, an example of how Maynita’s piano

may have appeared.

| believe strongly that Maynita’s pi-
ano was an upright or vertical model
for two compelling reasons. First, the
piano would have had to be transport-
ed from Atlanta to Barnesville and ulti-
mately to Thomasville and an upright
would be far easier to transport than
the grand pianos sold by Knabe during
this time.



The second reason also allowed us to solve the mystery surrounding one of the tex-
tiiles in the mausoleum and dawned on me when | read an ad in the Barnesville Gazette
for a piano store in Augusta from 1896, the ad appears below:

"THONAS & BARTON'S MAMMOTH STORE.

A CHANCE OF YOUR LIFETO EUY A

FINE PIANO FOR$165. FINE ORGAN FOR $35
CASH ONLY.

Stool and Embroidered Scarf with cach Piano. Stool and Instruction Book-~*Full of beautiful music,” with each Organ.

Sebastian Sommer. Al Delivered at your Depot Freight Presaid For The Above Named Price.
This Is For Our Special —]

Summer Slaughter Salz

(VWi Only Last f Stort Time,
- Dodste nss mpOFLance of Sending your order |

Gengral nums e Il))llﬂ\'lltl g«lsnmeu

s PIANOS A RGAN Tdy
" EVERETT,  WHESTOCK, \ WEBER, STUYVESANT, nt. of Seperter: Mwevihs ead Thorouph Wodlk !
KNABE,  STULTZ & BAUER, HARVARD, PANIOS. A e e S
e = FARRAUD and VOTEYNQRGANS, s e !

The largest and most complete line of Pianos, Orgons and Musical \psiruments
Ever exhibited in the SNuth, and at prices and terms that defy competition,

THOMAS & BARTON, 708 and 710 Brodd Sirest. AUGUSTA. G

\ Here is the part of the ad
Slﬂd m&nbm&ﬂf{ mﬂl each Piﬂﬂﬂ- that caught my attention.

Not being a musician | had not en-
countered a “piano scarf” before but
realized that this perfectly fit one of
the textiles in the mausoleum shown
on the left.

Maynita’s Piano Scarf



To give you some idea of the popularity and quality of the Knabe pianos there were

several 20th Century personalities who owned one.

ol

Albert Einstein owned a beloved

Knabe Baby Grand piano.

As did Elvis Presley, seen here with

white baby grand piano. This model was
builtin 1912 and is on display at
Graceland.

Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com

On the left is an 1838 Knabe piano
owned by Francis Scott Key, a com-
poser and lyricist Maynita would
have known of through her educa-
tion. This piano is at the Peabody
Hotel in Memphis, TN on display in
their lobby.




Maynita’s Music

We have a surprising legacy of music that Maynita is known to have listened to.
Garnered from numerous newspaper articles and a program from a commencement
exercise, we have a list of works she performed or chose. | am in the process of cre-
ating a link to the sound files of each piece of music | can find and will be sharing it

on our website in the near future.

The first mention of music in Maynita’s world occurs on March 3, 1894 when the
following mention appears in the Barnesville Gazette.

’ Note, an audio version of this music

GBVOttG——“SBCl‘Ct LO‘ e” MISSGS appears on our site if you would
BI lly 'r{\)' lor and M‘ynita Arn Old. like to listen to it

Maynita would have been 16 years old and a student at the Gordon Institute
when she performed this piece. Entitled “Secret Love” and also known by the title
“True Love”, this selection was in the form of a “gavotte” which after research was
revealed to be a French dance and accompanying music popular in the 18™ Century.
This particular piece was composed by Johann Resch in 1876 and was his most popu-
lar composition. As with many of the pieces associated with Maynita, there is some
meaning or personality attached to the selections she made. Here we have a teen-
ager expressing all the longings of her age in the music she played for her class-
mates.

The next selection we find just a short time later in the June 19, 1894 edition of
the Barnesville paper.

Very gracefully, “Tbe briar rosp"
was rendered by DMiss Maynita

Arvold. |

| have been unable to find a recording of this piece. | was able find the sheet mu-
sic for it and a portion of the first sheet can be seen on the next page.



BRIAR ROSE.

. P. HEYSE. . '
English Words by ELLIS GRAY. GEORGE VIERLING. Op 87.
o i iﬂleyrmo animato. N \'
&8 1 "R = N £ Eatonc =
Jan. “#55;(‘:’ = - ]
& - L | )
dolce. dolce. \[V
f Sweet bri-ar rose, ‘Sweet bri - ar rose.
e S e e e —
rva - .
Sbe met the fai - ' '
_— A!lqreuo animato. ¥ W o
e T T
e Sl e e e
PIANO. )Y = * - :
o4 Wbitam. f pd"l"&
P —Htre— — =

This choral/piano piece was published in Boston, MA in 1880 and was written for four

women’s voices and an accompanying piano. It is a fairytale piece and laden with fore-

shadowing of Maynita’s own life. Briar Rose is the title of a Grimm Brothers story that

we know by a different name from our Disney youth. Today we know the story as Sleep-

ing Beauty a perfect description of Maynita’s fate.

When this had died away the
familiar and ever delightful wmusic of
‘Mendelssobn's wedding march ﬁlled‘
" tke ball and many were reminded of
"events in the past, while many no
doubt hoped for events in the future.
Uader the iostruction of Miss Sop-
hiadones, the fillowing young la-
dies made the old march send forth
it: sweatest music:

Misses Mattiz DzVaughn, Maynita
Arnold, Wille Higutower, alice My-

ers, Mary Rice, Clyde Ellis, Liliie
Micckel, Liouie Summers, May Mab-i
bitt.

This next excerpt is from May 2,
1895 and shows Maynita performing
the “Mendelssohn Wedding March”,
a famous piece taken from music
composed for Shakespeare's play, “A
MidSommer's Night Dream” in 1847.
Made famous by Queen Victoria who
used the piece as music for her wed-
ding in 1858, it again has echoes for
Maynita's future marriage and was
likely used during her ceremony in
1908.

Note: This piece is so common |
have chosen not to offer an audio

version of it on our website archive.



Graduating Exercises.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 189¢s.

1. Overture to William Tell; Rossini; Misses MaSSita Arnold, May Taylor,
Mattie DeVaughn, Ethel Fincher, Minnie Kendrick, Maggie Slocum,

At the graduation exercises for Maynita’s class in June, 1895, Maynita played several

pieces of music. The first is shown above and acted as the opening music to the event.

ALL OVER AT BARNESVILLE.

A Literary Entertainment Closes Com-

mencement at Gordon Institute.

Barnesville, Ga., June 20, —(Special.)—Last
night was the tinal entertainment of the
jpstitute commencement and a most
brilliant a . o

The literary feature of the entertainment
was under the direction of Miss Salife Can-
dler, who made a most happy hit in the se-
leciion of both play and characiers, and the
music was never better, the orcuestra play-
ing perfectly. The toliowing is the
programme:

“Maila_Waltzes,'' Debbes, Misses Carrie
Cook, Mavnita Arnolc, Alice Simonton, Wli-
liec Hightower, Belle Rose, Mre. H. W, Bat-
tle.

dde o MLl
“March of thg \'1-_19{{(‘8"—.\luhler—-.\[.ary
Minhinnett, Faunie smith, Belle l{os:‘.ﬂl- all-
nie Jenk:ns, Minnie kenarick, ‘Lcllu Stew-
art, Maynita Arnold, Ethel Fincher and
AMav Taviar.

Ut.‘l:;;:d.'t;'r‘ 'Fuvn—-.icnes" (Original)—Miss May-
nl\l:‘.:?rnu{g‘r-mn '\\ﬂ“-\‘ﬂ.’kﬂ“‘pki—.\li!sps

'ii-us;(: “Germania~—MoszkowsKki—Misses |

Mayniita Arnold, Carrle CoOK, Willie High-

tower, Alice S8imonton, Belle Rose and Mrs. |

H. W. Battle.

e ensmam a®? an Amariran Rav''—

|

Maynita performed several times
during the Gordon Exercises. There
are five selections attached to her
name including one original entitled
“Popular Fallacies”. We have located
audio copies of the “Manila Waltz”
and “March of the Videttes” for fu-
ture presentation.

Note: the word Vidette is generally
spelled Vedette and refers to a type of
military scout positioned ahead of the
main army group.



To Teach Music at Hampton. .. .
Miss BEBEEE WEEEN loft s few The clipping to the left is from the newspaper, Henry

days ago for Hampton, where she takes  County Weekly edition September 16, 1898 and shows
charge of the music department of the

school at that place. She is anac- that Maynita began teaching music soon after graduating
complished and talented young lady
and is admirably qualified for this
work. She will no doubt give great Hampton location mentioned differs from the Stillmore
satisfaction to her pupils and patroms.
Her Barnesville friends regretted to
see her go away — Barnesville Gazette.

from the National Park Seminary that same year. The

one below so she must have received a better offer .

The clipping below is from December 22, 1898 and
shows that Maynita began teaching music at Stillmore College after her graduation from
the National Park Seminary in mid-1898. Stillmore was a growing community during the
late 1890’s and boasted a new college established in 1888. A view of the college building
can be seen below.

Miss Maynitd Arnold returned Fri-
day from Stillmore where she has heen;
teaching music. She is a very popu-
lar young lady and her return home is
a source of much pleasure to her
friends. She 15 a graduate of Gordon
Institute and she is reflecting honor
upon her alma mater,

Baptist Church. Stillmore, Ga.

Methodist Church.

e GLOSING EXERGISES _

Researching the time frame

BT s S e around Maynita’s time as a teacher
g ' . at Stillmore we were able to find a
Sti ll Ig‘lo re Col lege. document at Emanuel County Jun-
' : ior College near Swainsboro , GA.
.4-.--.-----..0.3- The faded 3 page file is labelled
e Closing Exercises, Stillmore College,
June 1899 and on the front page we
find Miss Maynita Arnold listed for

Music.

e — - W ———— .

Y. B BAHGERON Prinespal
MU= Y., K. BARGERON, Aasistan

MAERS MANYNEEN NBXORI Mariro oo Miss Maynita Arnold



There are many musical pieces listed in this 3 page flyer from a college ceremony more

than a century ago that were either performed by Maynita or directed/selected by her.
The first appears below:

Monday, June 26th, 8 FP. M

Musie—Duet— "Mazurkn des Trainenax’ ' —Miss A ruvodd
oanl Mk Bavmennle, -0 - oo
—r e = ‘:\vi N . .
v ’f Originally written by Joseph Ascher in
i A
4

about 1854, this piece translates as

mazurka “Music for the Sleigh or Sled Music”. It

des 1 was a popular piece in many countries
T 1 | and the front piece to the score on the
RA'NEK“ l left is from 1873, the most likely version
@,AR},(;;\ | used by Maynita in her performance.
ONEAD/ ) : |
' An audio file of this music appears on
J. Ascher. |

e : A our website.

GREIREED o

J.C.SCHREINER & SON,
Maco g, sy,

The next selection from the event

| was performed by the students at the

s =
ok & it
E s
. J e

e college under the direction of Maynita.
- 1 ]
.";l:'n:lﬁ‘ l':i:- Witehe's VFlight.” Duet—IHattie Lake waiwd
Carele BB, o i mLL Phcse e Tear ikt =B

This music first appeared in 1875 and was widely
available. An audio file of this selection will be avail-
able on our website.

Solo i . ——— 4 Hands:i

BOSTON
White, Smith & Company
s



A omte. Dot Priterciein T=—Nas Arisdd aad
Mer, Burevvon.

This is the next selection performed by Maynita at the Stillmore event. | have been
unable to identify this piece of music to date.

Mus=ic. Duet, “tialap Dritlooaos "—Llhaatie Lake ats
.\l..—.."l Araid,

This selection is generally considered a piece performed by students to show their
mastery of scale and of an instrument. It is often featured at student recitals and an
audio file of this music will be available on our website in the near future.

.\lll-ii‘. 'l'l'in CIveri e, '\Hni'nn "“‘-\I.-~- \|,-.’.§.|
\l I, “i""." Poale, \|o.“ ”Jl"oh' i.'ll\\'

This is the last selection from the Stillmore paper is probably one of my favorite pieces
of music associated with Maynita. It is entitled “Oberon” and is drawn from an opera
completed in 1826 about an Elven King’s search for two humans who are wholly in love
as a way for him to reconcile with Fairy wife. An audio file of this piece will be available
on our site and will be one of six pieces of music we have been able to capture that
Maynita would have performed or selected for performance by others.

Maynita continues to be involved in music from 1902 to 1904 in the Barnesville com-
munity. She serves as a choir director for the First Baptist Church which lies about 2
blocks from the home she shares with her mother on EIm Street there and plays for at
least two weddings, both times using the Mendelsohn Wedding March she learned earli-
er at school.

| can find no mention of her performing any music after her arrival in Thomasville,
1905-1910 and wonder if her health had diminshed enough by then she was not as ac-
tive as when she was younger.



Contents of the Mausoleum




A fisheye view of the inside with emphasis on the near wall and door




Inside the Mausoleum

There are many items of interest within the Arnold-Swan Mausoleum. As we identi-

fy what they are | will add to this growing section so we can see how the family worked

to preserve the memory of their loved ones, what was important to the family and

would serve as a memorial and how the various items help reinforce what we know

about the tale that grew up around this portion of Laurel Hill.

Saint Cecilia Painting

On the left wall of the mausoleum
hangs a painting. Looking closely it
turns out to be a painting of Saint
Cecilia, a Catholic patron saint of
musicians. As one of the saints men-
tioned in a Mass during the Catholic
liturgy, she is well-known by broad
number of those within the Christian
faith.

The painting here was a popular
painting completed by Gustav
Naujok in 1891 and widely repro-
duced. A picture of the painting
within the mausoleum appears to
the right.

Front right wall near the door, there

appears to be small table with several
items on it including a vase, a framed
picture, a large mirror and piece of
cloth draped over the corner of the
framed mirror.

Saint Cecilia Painting




Framed Wedding Pictures?

Inside, left wall

Inside, back wall

There are numerous photos scattered throughout the mausoleum. The two sets above
are of | believe Maynita and her husband John H. Swan and of the wedding party from
1908 when they were married in Thomasville, GA. The reasoning behind this statement is
bolstered by the twin frames of the pictures on the right wall, they are obviously meant to
be paired therefore likely represent a husband and wife.

The picture to the left is a bride & groom from 1908
and shows us the common style of the wedding dress
from that year. Notice the high white collar, lace on
the front etc. Though the pictures from inside the
mausoleum are not as clear as we would like them to
be, the style of the dresses shown are very similar.

The fact that each woman in the framed photo-
graphs on the back wall are wearing the same style and
color of dress would indicate dressing for a single
event, the style and color lends credence to it being a
wedding and the timeframe would make it Maynita’s.
Also if you look closely there are at least 2 older wom-
en among the photos, making it less likely to be a

group from her college days



Unusual Items

There are several items within the mausoleum that we are rather unique. The first of
these is a stuffed toy rabbit lying on the floor. It appears to be rather large for a dog’s toy
so perhaps it was Maynita’s childhood toy or perhaps a gift given in the hopes that she
and her husband John would soon have children themselves. A picture of the rabbit can
be seen in the close-up below. This also just might an optical illusion from water & dirt
on the floor.

The next one is a bucket and bottle in the back
on the floor. A close-up of the two items is on
the right. After reading about Mary Cruger’s de-
scription in the San Francisco Daily Times,

“Mr. Cruger often told me,” said the witness,
that his wife was a woman of violent temper, extremely
jealous, and was a great smoker and drinker. He

79 0 | e ] L A 1

| would guess that this bottle represents Mary’s
favorite brand of alcohol. | am hoping one day to
identify the bottle. | am unsure of the purpose
of the bucket, perhaps to hold flowers or some-
thing else?



Missing spindle

Another unknown item lies on the left
side and at the back, its shape and colora-
tion are odd but it appears to be some sort
of ash bucket or copper pail.

Another framed ob-
ject on the floor, far
right front wall ar-
ea. Possibly anoth-
er framed photo-
graph with some
obstruction lying in
front of it.

An unusual Windsor chair in the front left corner. |
haven’t been able to find a match online so the maker
or date of manufacture is unknown. | notice the chair is
somewhat broken, missing a piece in the backrest which
may be the reason the family discarded it by leaving it
here.



What appears to be a folded paper object on
Maynita’s casket

There appear to be two plaques attached to the
what is likely Maynita and Ella’s caskets. These would

allow for identification of the members interred here.

The rug at the entrance is shown below. There appear to be two rugs in
the mausoleum, a large one at the doorway and another smaller on be-
neath Maynita’s casket. There seems to be design on the rug in the upper
left corner.




Dogs in the Mausoleum

One of the most noticeable things within the mausoleum is the presence of items asso-
ciated with what was most likely Maynita’s pet.

The first item we will examine is the obvious mummified pet on Maynita’s casket in the
center.

We can draw several conclusions from the 2 photos above. First it is a preserved/
mummified animal and not a stuffed toy. The presence of the yellow dried skin in the
center of the object and the way the fur lies indicates this. If you look at the upper por-
tion of the picture on the left you will see an oval object, likely a stand for the animal
when it was first placed in the mausoleum. The photo on the right shows the texture
and color of the fur. This gives us a clue as to the breed and we will explore that a bit
more on the next page.



dog in the mausoleum...

Westie.

The figurines on the left side,

again the same physical characteris-
tics of the Westie.

Notice the white slightly wavy fur,
it looks much like the fur on the

This is most likely the breed of dog
represented inside the mausoleum, a
West Highland White Terrier. The pic-
ture to the left shows the breed in
1915. There have been changes to the
breed since then and today you would
recognize them as looking like this:

These are the dog figurines on the right
casket, notice the upright tail, shorter stubby
legs, snout and upright ears, all traits of the




Another possible dog-related item is a brush seen
here lying on the piano scarf.

A beautiful
pillow lies in the
back, perhaps
formerly belong-
ing to Maynita’s
pet.

In the center lies a glass
bowl! with a picture frame
and another unusual ob-
ject that almost looks like
clippers or perhaps a fold-
ing knife. | suspect the
pictures here are of the
dog Maynita owned.




Here is a close-up of the object in
the bowl from the previous page, be-
low are some examples of early 1900’s
nail clippers that appear similar.

A close-up of the glass bowl. It
is likely a pressed glass bowl man-
ufactured by the J. B. Highbee
company operating out of Penn-
sylvania between 1907 and 1918.
The company’s glassware was
sold extensively in New York City,
a place Maynita traveled to fre-
guently. The bowl on the far left
is from their 1910 collection, the
one below from 1908

Should we ev-
er be able to ex-

1908 Higbee amine the bowl it

"Lavrel" Bow! will be easy to
identify, Highbee
bowls have a bee
design on the
bottom some-
where in the

pattern.



The West Highland White Terrier in the early 1900’s.

This breed was first imported into the New York City area of the United States during
the 1907-1908 dog show season. It was a very expensive breed to own and became pop-
ular quickly as noted in the March 14, 1909 clipping below from a Chicago newspaper
called The Inter Ocean:

The greatest Increase in any class was In
mmﬂmmmw-umr
terriers, which have doud in o
mmuumamnmmm
of many things about them is that the al-
most irrepressible tendency of the Weal
Highland terriers to bark seems to have been
bred out of them. Another odd and baflling
point is that only about a third come white
and they seem to answar what is called the
lc-d‘uu: thmothoudlu

SRS IS - B, e ol B .

By September of the same year, (1909), the breed was winning awards at dog shows in
New York. The clipping below is from the September 26, 1909 edition of the New York
Tribune.

The Walescott Kennels, of Bernardsville, made &
sweep in Scottish terriers wtth Walescott In-
vader and Walescott Won't. From the same baille
wick came George W. Post's winning beagles of
the Somewmd the best showing of
(West BHiohland Pacclocns he white Scottish—ever
benched in this coumry. Archibald 8. Alexander
had the greatest numb-« . but the highest honors
fell to Mrs. G. Owen \\mutnn wife of the former
llar.a d z:n!ter. with her srm,le entry of Walescott

My.

By 1912, a breeder in Virginia was placing one of the first ads mentioning the sale of the
breed in the Pittsburgh Press newspaper.

D ——————————

WEST HIGHLAND white terriers for sale.
- Talso Alredale terrier pups. I please my cua-
' tomers and my prices are right. Bopuuson.'
Ilvy depot, Virginia. 9swp

———




One last note about this breed of dog, it is hypoallergenic, something that would
have been important to someone like Maynita who suffered from lung damage and
breathing problems.

It is likely that Maynita received her pet Westie as a wedding present in December
1908. The breed was a new arrival to the American shores, very expensive to own,
popular among the wealthy and healthier for someone with her disease. If this is the
case and knowing the longevity of the breed, (generally in the 12 year time frame), it
might mean the pet was brought back to Thomasville perhaps after World War 1 and
interred with its first owner. | would enjoy figuring this mystery out and hope to do so

one day.



Faces in the Glass

Since it is likely the frame in the rear of the mauso-
leum contains images from the bridal party, | have be-
gun collecting the names and information of people
whom Maynita visited in the years preceding her
death. If she chose bridesmaids or something similar
for her only wedding in 1908, it would make sense
they were the people she had known for quite some
time both here in Thomasville and elsewhere.

Some of the names | have encountered so far in-

clude the following:

1897 Maude Howell 1896 Susie Watts
1898 Corine Searson 1899 Rosa Burford
1908 Mrs. Floyd Murphey

1908 Mrs. Rumble

Another mystery face in the glass lies on the probable casket belonging to Ella Arnold
on the far left side of the mausoleum. It is a single framed photo of a male dressed in
clothes that appear to of a style prior to 1918. Unfortunately it is dust-covered and | am
unable at this time to identify who the person is.

We have discussed whether the presence of
the picture on the casket indicates that it is to
represent the person inside the casket or wheth-
er the picture was placed here when the piano
was moved out in 1943.




Conclusion




Probable Timeline of Internments and Identities

At the end of this research we believe we have established the most likely timeline
for events and identities of the people interred in the Arnold-Swan Mausoleum. The
initial sexton entry showing an interment of a Mrs. Swan in 1910 corresponds exactly
with Maynita Arnold Swan’s death in November of that year. From all appearances the
casket in the center appears to be the oldest and is therefore Maynita’s. For a piano to
have been present the casket must have originally been in a different location, my intu-
ition places it centered in the rear beneath the pictures of the wedding party with the
piano lying to the left side where the picture of Saint Cecilia hangs and a table, chair
and other items on the far right side.

The next interment occurred in 1937 with the death of Maynita’s aunt Mary Ange-
line Fambro Cruger. Her obituary appears below and indicates that she was returned
for burial to Thomasville after her death. No record appears of her being interred any-
where else within Laurel Hill and so one of the other two caskets is Mary’s.

Marvi A. Urneer
Mary A. Crug . 160 S. W

! | \ ' . ‘! ’.\'

The piano may have been removed at this second interment but | suspect it wasn’t.
The presence of items on all three caskets and especially of the piano scarf shows that
items within the mausoleum were probably removed from atop the piano and placed
throughout afterwards. The picture frame of the male on the far left, the scarf, the
small dog figurines, all look like items that would have graced the top of Maynita’s pi-
ano so in 1937 there was probably 2 caskets and a piano still within the walls.



The last and final interment occurred in 1943 with the death of Maynita’s mother Ella.
Here we have her obituary indicating an interment in Thomasville like that of her sister

Mary. :
.' MRS. ELLA M. ARNOLD.

| WMrs. Ella M. Arnold, of 355 Peachiree
| street, N. E., died late Sunday at the
| residence. Funeral services will be held
| at 4:30 p. m. tomorrow at Spring Hill,
| with Dr. Robert W. Burns officiating.
Burial will be in Thomasville, Ga. Mrs
Arnold is survived by her son, Julian E
' Arnold, and two grandchildren. Miss
Louise Arnold and Private Harry F. Ar-
| nold Jr.

With Ella’s interment the piano would have been removed and likely sold locally.
Assuming this timeline and casket/piano placement is accurate it likely then the cas-
ket on the right is Mary Cruger’s and the one on the left is Maynita’s mother, Ella.

The transfer of the care of the plot from private hands to the City in 1946 corre-
sponds with this act being carried out by Maynita’s brother Julian Arnold who ulti-
mately died in 1956 and so would have been able to insure all three women found a
final resting place here in Thomasville. Though Julian’s initials are J. E. and not J. P. as
the sexton record indicates, confusion in written records between an E and a P letter
is common and he is the most logical candidate for the mysterious purchaser of the
plotin 1910.

| have a strong sense that all three women in this mausoleum were strong and in-
dependent. Both Mary and Ella rose from the ashes of being orphans on a middle-
class farm in rural Georgia to travel around the world and share their time and mon-
ey with their family. The independence gained by Mary’s choices allowed this tight-
knit group of women to chart their own courses and indicates a level of intelligence,
skill and talent to be admired.



Addendum
New York Real Estate Holdings of the Family

| have located a record of the real estate holdings of Mary F. Cruger, her sister Ella Ar-

nold and Maynita Arnold in an Evening Post publication of transactions published in Jan-

uary 1902. The entry shows that a trust was established providing a one third portion to

Ella for life then to Maynita her daughter. The addresses are astounding when viewed
on a modern map. Below is the entry with the addresses in question.

Wall St., No. 114, n. 8., 21.11x72.7x22.23
72.7; Vesey St., No, 110, n. e, cor. of
West St., No. 139, runs e, 23,9 x n, 35 x
e. 9xn 105 X w. 8 X w. 41.7T to West
St. x 8. 43.9; Front St., No. 201, s. e, cor,
of Dover St,, 22.2x76.11x21x76.10; Jones
Lane, Nos. 4 and 6, 39.5x61.0x40,8x61.10;
Mary F. Cruger, widow, to the Union
Trust Co. in trust for Ella M. Arnold for
life and then to Maynita Arnold; trust

deed; 14 part; Aug. 2¥..cccocevrcansasss 1

The 110 Vesey St address is practically next door to the old World Trade Center site
where the current memorial is located. 114 Wall St is about a block from the water
and toward the end of Wall St.



