West Palm Beach Underwater Photographer
Recognized as one of the Top 10 in the world
West Palm Beach, FL.- Todd Essick, local resident and artist was named one of
the Top 10 underwater photographers in the world by a premier German scuba
diving magazine. Unterwasser (underwater) Magazine, known for their
photography editing and usage, made the announcement in January’s issue.
Essick became aware of the honor bestowed upon him while attending the
BOOT 2005 (boat) Show in Düsseldorf, Germany, from where he just returned.
Essick was recognized for his collection of underwater black and white and color
photographs of nudes interacting with sea life, a project called “Goddesses
Sirens and Mermaids” which is chronicled in a 120-page book titled Beginnings
Goddesses Sirens and Mermaids. (Available at Amazon.com and
www.essickphoto.com ISBN# 1-876381-04-3)
“I just want to share this honor with the many people who have been so
supportive of me and my project locally for so long and with those who know a
little better of the personal sacrifices made along the way to get to this place.
Sometimes you have to give up more than you ever imagined to make a dream
project like mine come true, and it is events like this that soften the sting of those
sacrifices ever so slightly.” Essick said.
Heinz Ritter, the publisher of Unterwasser, who has been in the underwater
photography magazine business for over 25 years, selected Essick, along with
Doug Perrine (USA), Norbert Wu (USA), Christopher Gerigk (Germany), Chris
Newbert (USA), Flip Nicklin (USA), Roger C. Steene (Australia), Masa Ushioda
(Japan), Fred Bavendam (USA) and David Doubilet (USA).
“It is truly a humbling experience to be recognized with these incredible
photographers, whose works I have admired for years.”
Essick said upon seeing the list.
Essick who attended commercial art school in south Florida and was a freelance
photographer for the Associated Press in Miami for many years, set off on his
long conceived but never executed project 5 years ago after seeing a
presentation by fellow top-10 underwater photographer member, National
Geographic photographer, David Doubilet.
This honor was part of the 10-year anniversary celebration of Unterwasser
magazine, which was conceived by Dietmar Fuchs editor-in-chief.
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