
A Different Way to teach Plot
Lights! Camera! Action!

Making Students the Directors...Scene



O
B
J
E
C
T
I
V
e

Using the Freytag Diagram to teach nonlinear plot; nonlinear plot does 
not “toe the line” on the Freytag Diagram

6th Grade Cluster DOL 2.4

7th Grade Cluster DOL 2.4

8th Grade Cluster DOL 2.4

I am learning how to segment text 
to see how each scene/event 
contributes to the plot; ascertain 
the how the setting influences the 
character and plot development; 
and analyze literary elements and 
devices. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ak6ma9FVL8TmjlP9FQ4yNKuLhg5h07ifscTuYFVNqO0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vnpjRwzW9_giqVkTjaFwUAs_TgWw1CsIbQoQb_TwOcU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UsQWyDy1GfdfRX8KR5PMwhLlobBbGsWB9tIB2UHFo3k/edit?usp=sharing


Reteach: Fiction Strand Four

7th

6th

8th

English I

English II



AGENDA

02.SEGMENT 
SCENES

The difference between 

expository structure and 

narrative structure.01.Motion 
Pictures

04. It’s “Show” time
Lights! Camera! Action! It’s your 

time to become the director and 

segment and annotate the text. 03. I Direct
I will demonstrate how 

to feel the movement in 

a narrative text.

It’s ALL text!



WhAt are motion pictures?

“Film, also called movie, motion picture or moving 
picture, is a visual art-form used to simulate experiences 
that communicate ideas, stories, perceptions, feelings, 
beauty, or atmosphere through the use of moving images. 
These images are generally accompanied by sound, and 
more rarely, other sensory stimulations.” Wikipedia



Where do the images In Motion Pictures come from?

Books/Novels Scripts

THE IMAGES 
ORIGINATE 

FROM 
WRITTEN TEXT



SEGMENT SCENES

Informational, Explanatory, 
Nonfiction

EXPOSITORY
Fiction

NARRATIVE



How do shows go to commercial?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vI0UcUxzrQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EI8JEZhLsNU


With narrative text, we have to feel the movement from scene to scene. This also helps us to 
annotate text using all the details and information from a scene and not crossing those 

details and information into another scene in which they do not fit. 

Narrative: Segmenting Scenes

Scene 2

Paragraph 2

Mr. Henry and Allen find her but 
she’s unresponsive. 

Scene 3

Paragraph 3

Continuation: After playing hide and seek, 
Cherie picks a location--the refrigerator, and no 

one thinks to look in there. She remains. 

Scene 1

Paragraph 1

The children all go back inside, without 
Cherie, but after some time everyone 
starts to grow concerns about Cherie’s 

whereabouts.  



Which one is an 
example of 

expository text 
and of narrative 

text?

How do you 
know?

NarrativeExpository



After you’ve gotten all of the scenes segmented. You 
can place them in a storyboard or just step back to 
see how it all came together.  



Gradual release

We Do!
Camera!

You Do!
Action!

“I Do”
Lights!



Lights! Camera!
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OVERARCHING 
QUESTIONS:
With literary elements 
(plot) and literary devices 
in mind, how do these 
scenes contribute to the 
plot? 

How does the setting 
influence the character or 
plot development?





Background 
information, context 
con-with, so with text.

Scene 1: Par. 1-2 Setting; 
on the plane; describing the 
plane ride and discussion 
with mom grandmother. 

Scene 2: Par. 3-4 
Flashback; Rakhe recalls the 
experience she had with her 
grandmother when she was 
3 or 4, several years ago. 

Scene 3: Par. 5-7 
Why do I break in between 
paragraphs 7 and 8?

OVERARCHING 
QUESTION
With literary elements 
(plot) and literary 
devices in mind, how 
do these scenes 
contribute to the plot? 

How does the setting 
influence the 
character or plot 
development?



It’s “Showtime”
Action… “You Do”







Setting; on the plane 
from Minnesota to India; 
describing the plane ride 
and discussion (or 
dialogue) with mom 
about grandmother. 

1 1 P. 1-2

Flashback; Rakhe recalls 
the experience she had 
with her grandmother 
when she was 3 or 4, 
several years ago. 

P.  3-412 3 1 P. 5-7

The inciting incident or 
problem, Rakhe does know 
about her family in India. 
Back to the present, mother 
resumes dialogue by 
sharing the family 
background; and compare/ 
contrast American and 
India’s households. Off the 
plane, in India.

Rakhe compare/ contrast 
the airport in Bombay 
Minnesota to the one in 
India. Her mother changed 
out of her American attire 
(problem) and into Indian 
attire. Not only was her 
mother transformed but 
how Rakhe saw her mother 
changed as well. 

P. 8-1214 P. 13-1915

Rakhe continues to compare 
Minnesota, her home, to her 
mother’s home--India. Based 
on the description it is more 
colorful and scenic. Her mom 
is not “absent anymore” but 
she is explaining Rakhe’s new 
experiences.  

OVERARCHING 
QUESTION
With literary 
elements (plot) and 
literary devices in 
mind, how do these 
scenes contribute to 
the plot? 

How does the 
setting influence 
the character or 
plot development?



Linear or NONLINEAR PLOT, That is the Question?



Setting; on the plane from Minnesota to 
India; describing the plane ride and 
discussion (or dialogue) with mom about 
grandmother. 

Flashback; Rakhe recalls 
the experience she had 
with her grandmother 
when she was 3 or 4, 
several years ago. 

The inciting incident or problem, Rakhe 
does know about her family in India. Back to 
the present, mother resumes dialogue by 
sharing the family background; and 
compare/ contrast American and India’s 
households. Off the plane, in India.

Rakhe compare/ contrast the airport in Bombay Minnesota to the one in India. 
Her mother changed out of her American attire (problem) and into Indian 
attire. Not only was her mother transformed but how Rakhe saw her mother 
changed as well. 

Rakhe continues to compare and contrast 
Minnesota, her home, to her mother’s 
home--India. Based on the description it is 
more colorful and scenic. Her mom is not 
“absent anymore” but she is explaining Rakhe’s 
new experiences.  

Nonlinear Element



1. Why is the event in paragraph 4 important to the plot? (nonlinear elements)

A. It shows Rakhee’s kindness and ease around creatures in the outdoors.
B. It helps the reader understand Rakhee’s concern of whether her 

grandmother will remember her.
C. It provides a flashback of a time when Rakhee loved to sing Indian songs.
D. It provides a flashback into Rakhee’s memories of her grandmother.

The answer is D. The difference between C and D is 
that C only provides a detail or supporting idea of 
Rakhee’s overall memory of her grandmother--it 
leaves out the ants and her description of Muthashi.



2. Which of the following best describes Rakhee’s main conflict? (literary elements 
and infer)

F. Rakhee loves America but dreads going to her mother’s childhood 

country, India. 

G. Rakhee wishes she had grown up in India.

H. Rakhee does not know much about her family’s culture.

J. Rakhee is not impressed with India or her Indian family and desires to 

return to America.

The text says +
(Source)

I know= 
(Infer)

And so, 
(Conclusion)

When he mother continues by going 
into detail about the family lineage that 
Rakhee must have nodded meaning 
no. If she would have nodded ‘yes’ her 
mother would not have continued. 
There would be no problem or conflict.

H, Rakhee does not know much about 
her family’s culture.



3. Which statement best describes how the narrator reacts to the events in 
paragraph 8 and 9? 

A. She becomes more appreciative of her mother. (Missing literary 

element.)

B. She is uneasy about the change in her mother.

C. She becomes confused by her mother.

D. She admires the change in her mother. (She saw her mother’s natural 

beauty)

Rakhe compare/ contrast the airport in Bombay Minnesota to the one in India. 
Her mother changed out of her American attire (problem) and into Indian 
attire. Not only was her mother transformed but how Rakhe saw her mother 
changed as well. 



From the moment she put on the sari and released her hair from 
its bun so that it streamed down her back in a lustrous river, she 
appeared younger and somehow more natural. 

4. Read the following from paragraph 9.

The author uses the metaphor to—(function/effectiveness of the metaphor)

F. highlight how Rakhee reacts to her mother’s transformation.
G. highlight how Rakhee’s mother’s hair moved steadily in one direction.
H. describe how the mother’s hair was damp from being in a bun.
J. show the mother’s long and shiny hair.

Metaphor Simile

A comparison 
of two things 
that are not 

alike and 
replaces the 
word with 

either is, was, 
were, in a, etc.

A comparison 
of two things 
that are not 

alike and 
replaces the 
word with 

either like or 
as.

A 
comparison 

of two 
things that 

are not 
alike and 

replaces the 
word with 

another 
word.

Figurative language is the math of reading!
Solve for X

Real G’s move in 
silence

like lasagna

Real G’s move in 
silence

= lasagna



5. Why is paragraph 9 important to the plot? 

A. It reveals how the mother has lost her India identity from being in 

America for too long. 

B. It reveals how the mother is in America in comparison to how she is in 

India.

C. It reveals that her mother is talkative.

D. It reveals how many people they will visit when they arrive in India.

What does the paragraph do?



6. What statement best states a theme of the story? 

Literary elements and subtle inference (taken from the overall 
text; bringing all of the small pieces of clues embedded 
throughout the text together). Big Idea/Message/Lesson

F. What one person finds beautiful another may not.

G. Beauty can be found in most things.

H. Traveling to new places can be tiring.

J. New experiences can change how we see the world.

This message that the 
author is giving us is 
called the theme of 
the story. We usually 
have to infer the 
theme because often 
authors don't tell us 
exactly. They want us 
to come up with those 
big ideas ourselves by 
inferring them. This is 
one of the most 
important kinds of 
thinking a reader does.



This airport was not as crowded or chaotic as the one in Bombay, and 
the people seemed neater and more subdued. 

7. Read the following.

Based on the word subdued the reader can conclude—

A. that people in Bombay, Minnesota are more noisy than the people in 

India.

B. that people in Bombay, Minnesota are more pleasant than the people 

in India.

C. that people in India are harsher than people in Bombay, Minnesota.

D. that people in Bombay, Minnesota are just like the people in India. 

Inference based on 
superlative or quantitative 
language; was not as, neater, 
more used to compare and 
contrast Bombay, Minnesota 
and India’s airports and the 
people. 

Dictionary Skills
sub·dued
/ˌsəbˈd(y)o͞od/
Learn to pronounce
adjective

1. (of a person or their manner) quiet and rather 
reflective or depressed.
"I felt strangely subdued as I drove home"

Context Clues: America 
(negative words); India 
(positive word ‘neater’ and 
so since ‘and’ is used 
subdued must be positive 
also.

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS873US873&sxsrf=ALeKk02zaBKsOgRMzfUulmDSeHS5cKmkoA:1604149644954&q=how+to+pronounce+subdued&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoyS3w8sc9YSmDSWtOXmPU4uINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLmYglJLcoV4pbi5GIvLk1KKU1NsWJRYkrN41nEKpGRX65Qkq9QANSSD9STqgBVAQDor8jwWQAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=us&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-3IOO897sAhVORK0KHbljDRsQ3eEDMAB6BAgHEAg


8. Which statement best explains why the author uses compare and contrast 
throughout the passage? 

F. The author uses the compare and contrast structure to explain why 
America is different than India

G. The author uses the compare and contrast structure to describe the 
differences between America and India’s landscape, traditions, behaviors, 
and values. 

H. The author uses the compare and contrast structure to highlight how 
Americans households are not as united as those in India.

J. The author uses the compare and contrast structure to highlight how the 
roads in America are dull; whereas, the roads in India are more vibrant.



I did and said all of that, to Say This...



Plotting the plot

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ySo8bYN16ZArBhr9WJ9406XlR6QTW-eQk8dVihSST1g/edit?usp=sharing


Contact Information

eprelowstephens@dallasisd.org
Erika Prelow-Stephens
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