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Prompt 1: Acquisition and Money
3 4

Passage:  
What explains our increasing obsession with 
money and the things it can buy?  It seems 
as though the acquisition of money is 
gradually replacing real measures of 
success, such as integrity, honesty, skill, and 
hard work.

Assignment:
Has the acquisition of money and 
possessions replaced more meaningful ways 
of measuring our achievements?

A thesis might look like:
The acquisition of money and possessions 
has replaced more meaningful ways of 
measuring our achievements because 
_________, ___________, and 
___________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHh2tNDDGo0s6G-Qx426ZZ3JSJ-24HvLSDyAm2vlz1KAPjEw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 1: Acquisition and Money
5 6

Script to Score Essay Using AI

Input score and feedback here…

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RxznzjF4R7HB5-ZODnbdhnFmvWt7--oyVgVUpReOwEE/edit?usp=sharing


7 8
Prompt 2: Results of Deception
Passage:  
There are two kinds of pretending.  There is 
the bad kind, as when a person falsely 
promises to be your friend.  But there is 
also the good kind, where the pretense 
eventually turns into the real thing.  For 
example, when you are not feeling 
particularly friendly, the best thing you can 
do, very often, is to act in a friendly manner.  
In a few minutes, you may really be feeling 
friendlier.

Assignment:
Can deception- pretending that something 
is true when it is not- sometimes have good 
results?
A thesis might look like:
Deception can have good results because 
_________, ___________, and 
___________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfc37JsKe9rS34tNfIt9zPnFjbWNCOItcGW5hrjUYlgqHXqyw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfc37JsKe9rS34tNfIt9zPnFjbWNCOItcGW5hrjUYlgqHXqyw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 2: Results of Deception
9 10

Script to Score Essay Using AI

Input score and feedback here…

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KmzC2ihhUjv4kT36b5t-MiJYgfcUghOPvLrHnvVKIU0/edit?usp=sharing


11 12
Prompt 3: Books Provide Lessons
Passage:  
Many people deny that stories about characters 
and events that are not real can teach us about 
ourselves or about the world around us.  They 
claim that literature does not offer us worthwhile 
information about the real world.  These people 
argue that the feelings and ideas we gain from 
books and stories obstruct, rather than 
contribute to, clear thought.

Assignment:
Can books and stories about characters and 
events that are not real teach us anything 
useful?

A thesis might look like:
Books and stories about characters and events 
that are not real can teach useful things like 
______________, ________________, and 
____________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwgxXFLnSTIa91gtkWUqkaY8IwuRfvKp0ojDzzwTYtbTNMng/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwgxXFLnSTIa91gtkWUqkaY8IwuRfvKp0ojDzzwTYtbTNMng/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 3: Books Provide Lessons
13 14
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GBzRtwEwzJr7OGhyHQxmbQmXwGy3o5hfHCT0lgsBuF8/edit?usp=sharing


15 16
Prompt 4: Differences Among People
Passage:  
From the time people are very young, they are 
urged to get along with others, to try to “fit in.”  
Indeed, people are often rewarded for being 
agreeable and obedient.  But this approach is 
misguided because it promotes uniformity 
instead of encouraging people to be unique 
and different.  Differences among people give 
each of us greater perspective and allow us to 
make better judgments

Assignment:
Is it more valuable for people to fit in than to 
be unique and different?

A thesis might look like:
It is better for people to fit in because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsdels8zuAxqWwVpoSXj_9cMDUo801bvEzVUErojCgrEbqzw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsdels8zuAxqWwVpoSXj_9cMDUo801bvEzVUErojCgrEbqzw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Prompt 4: Differences Among People
17 18
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F003s6fGDaZvvyc00g-6bPbdvx0LBUNa20jcczV8p3c/edit?usp=sharing


19 20
Prompt 5: Purpose for Working
Passage:  
Most human beings spend their lives doing 
work they hate and work that the world does 
not need.  It is of prime importance that you 
learn early what you want to do and whether or 
not the world needs this service.  The return 
from your work must be the satisfaction that 
work brings you and the world’s need of that 
work.  Income is not money, it is satisfaction; it 
is creation; it is beauty.

Assignment:
Is it more important to do work that one finds 
fulfilling or work that pays well?

A thesis might look like:
It is more important to do work that is fulfilling 
because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRcQAisWNVmLND16Jz1K409c2lUf_P6JCIfnjbKyEkegZ6PQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRcQAisWNVmLND16Jz1K409c2lUf_P6JCIfnjbKyEkegZ6PQ/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 5: Purpose for Working
21 22
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tSs8LyLMlrTtcPTVdZzWpDH6R6pSM_fDTM5VCjanwlw/edit?usp=sharing


23 24
Prompt 6: Originality
Passage:  
It is better to try to be original than to 
merely imitate others.  People should 
always try to say, write, think, or create 
something new.  There is little value in 
merely repeating what has been done 
before.  People who merely copy or use the 
ideas and inventions of others, no matter 
how successful they may be, have never 
achieved anything significant.

Assignment:
Is it always better to be original than to 
imitate or use the ideas of others?

A thesis might look like:
It is better to imitate or use the ideas of 
others because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfciaj5ZlhormtJOyOjkkDVLAciK2zmMhlCT3-Aj4ZxU4HhWA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfciaj5ZlhormtJOyOjkkDVLAciK2zmMhlCT3-Aj4ZxU4HhWA/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 6: Originality
25 26
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CVKzQG2oj1Zdvrpv9Shwn9K4UArblX6FzOAw2F8VO5Q/edit?usp=sharing


27 28
Prompt 7: Rules

Passage:  
People are often told to obey the rules.  In reality, 
these rules are not permanent:  what is right at a 
given point in time may be declared wrong at 
another time and vice versa.  The world changes 
so rapidly that rules are out-of-date almost as 
soon as they are created.  People cannot rely on 
established guidelines to determine what they 
should and should not do.

Assignment:
Are established rules too limited to guide people 
in real-life situations?

A thesis might look like:
Established rules are not too limited to guide 
people in real-life situations because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedhkpNriC-wWe9VVe_vsCnid32RCYr-cxwjgcgL94b6_4zoQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedhkpNriC-wWe9VVe_vsCnid32RCYr-cxwjgcgL94b6_4zoQ/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 7: Rules
29 30
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AFLIN_J_p0ueGos3dNwKEBZeTFsBqvol3DXeYwjVKOs/edit?usp=sharing


31 32
Prompt 8: Happiness
Passage:  
Abraham Lincoln said, “Most people are 
about as happy as they make up their minds 
to be.”  In other words, our personal level of 
satisfaction is entirely within our control.  
Otherwise, why would the same experience 
disappoint one person but delight another?  
Happiness is not an accident but a choice.

Assignment:
Is happiness something over which people 
have no control, or can people choose to be 
happy?

A thesis might look like:
People can choose to be happy because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdaO7bIhFZmDRAjU3FOJuA1ouCINQKrzipvgP1pXaq1DPE39A/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdaO7bIhFZmDRAjU3FOJuA1ouCINQKrzipvgP1pXaq1DPE39A/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 8: Happiness
33 34
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WamxykOMmEImXotdBdrfF-aqVb7Z54feT4W40WDH0S8/edit?usp=sharing


35 36
Prompt 9: Ideas
Passage:  
It is rare to find an objective and independent 
viewpoint on style, literature, politics, or any 
other matter.  Many people’s opinions are 
formed through their associations with others.  
It is our nature to conform; conformity is a 
force that few can successfully resist.  We 
give in to the human instinct to go along with 
the crowd and to have its approval.

Assignment:
Do we tend to accept the opinions of others 
instead of developing our own independent 
ideas?

A thesis might look like:
People tend to accept the opinions of others 
instead of develop their own independent 
ideas because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-BJU0aBJQiSvTlLh1DgoxLWxHzzttqRnUew3wwm87Q3RzoA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-BJU0aBJQiSvTlLh1DgoxLWxHzzttqRnUew3wwm87Q3RzoA/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 9: Ideas
37 38
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IDNQx0OtoUBDqiUPNIOXlOFrPyTFMCuhSPyDj6N4X2k/edit?usp=sharing


39 40
Prompt 10: History
Passage:  
How valuable is history for our generation?  
On the surface this question is not as easy 
as it once might have been, for there is a 
widespread belief that history may no 
longer be relevant to modern life.  We live, 
after all, in an age that appears very 
different from the world that came before 
us.

Assignment:
Is knowledge of the past no longer useful 
for us today?

A thesis might look like:
Knowledge of the past is useful today 
because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeROHDNe2ZH4NER6UPMx1HreC7tDhA5bj445grWf8MvtKSfjw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeROHDNe2ZH4NER6UPMx1HreC7tDhA5bj445grWf8MvtKSfjw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 10: History
41 42
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C4o56Ate8jiFYhn1kSDAzcmWeibikDezJISphFRvfLk/edit?usp=sharing


43 44
Prompt 11: Mistakes 
Passage:  
I do not feel terrible about my mistakes, though 
I grieve the pain they have sometimes caused 
others.  Our lives are “experiments with truth,” 
and in an experiment negative results are at 
least as important as successes.  I have no 
idea how I would have learned the truth about 
myself and my calling without the mistakes I 
have made.

Assignment:
Is it necessary to make mistakes, even when 
doing so has negative consequences for other 
people?

A thesis might look like:
It is necessary to make mistakes, even if they 
have negative consequences for other people, 
because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtJ1mYrzcDab8IqWHxlvyC1XQSkcrFLAoTb_0i1y7J3hdqBw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtJ1mYrzcDab8IqWHxlvyC1XQSkcrFLAoTb_0i1y7J3hdqBw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 11: Mistakes
45 46
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oUCjrCgK87-lNtnxclGZdW_sJaQWamAitXp99-JFPFQ/edit?usp=sharing


47 48
Prompt 12: Solutions
Passage:  
We are often urged to solve problems by 
ignoring traditional approaches and by finding 
solutions that are innovative or 
unconventional.  We are encouraged to be 
creative and to trust that a new way of thinking 
will yield new insights.  But innovation may be 
impractical and unnecessary.  The best ways 
of fixing problems are often the tried-and-true 
ways.

Assignment:
Is it always necessary to find new solutions to 
problems?

A thesis might look like:
It is not always necessary to find new 
solutions to problems because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-_Pb6wbmMPWB2C7ORJGZKrbu9istPD3tXjWQ4RQEqdmOTIg/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-_Pb6wbmMPWB2C7ORJGZKrbu9istPD3tXjWQ4RQEqdmOTIg/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 12: Solutions
49 50
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kIe4suhR93D93QC-3BNBCBKMlELwiSILtCqT0yUtl-0/edit?usp=sharing


51 52
Prompt 13: Optimism
Passage:  
In many circumstances, optimism- the 
expectation that one’s ideas and plans will 
always turn out for the best is unwarranted.  In 
these situations what is needed is not an 
upbeat view but a realistic one.  There are 
times when people need to take a 
tough-minded view of the possibilities of 
success, give up, and invest their energies 
elsewhere rather than find reasons to continue 
to pursue the original project or idea.

Assignment:
Is it better for people to be realistic or 
optimistic?

A thesis might look like:
It is better to be realistic because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUv6QaYB0gF_ZFAg3ubVWTI4i_BcObafNnomHuOrdCqZF09w/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUv6QaYB0gF_ZFAg3ubVWTI4i_BcObafNnomHuOrdCqZF09w/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 13: Optimism
53 54
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFu1Vn_29a15XDWot78e9gYj-AINXAF6AAjS9I6Y7pk/edit?usp=sharing


55 56
Prompt 14: Skills 

Passage:  
I cannot comprehend those who emphasize 
or recognize only what is useful.  I am 
concerned that learning for learning’s sake is 
no longer desirable, that everything we do 
and think must be directed toward the 
solution of a practical problem.  More and 
more we seem to try to teach how to make a 
good living and not how to live a good life.

Assignment:
Do people put too much emphasis on 
learning practical skills?

A thesis might look like:
People do not put too much emphasis on 
learning practical skills because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMqoYK5mW-PX_CfO4bnkQjZrIJ-VvlojElZF-qotxpquLTTw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMqoYK5mW-PX_CfO4bnkQjZrIJ-VvlojElZF-qotxpquLTTw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 14: Skills
57 58
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Je85oYtXWBGcci794rew1j9hcGcqSuuScCI15UiAUD8/edit?usp=sharing


59 60
Prompt 15: Goals
Passage:  
People are happy only when they have their 
minds fixed on some goal other than their own 
happiness.  Happiness comes when people 
focus instead on the happiness of others, on 
the improvement of humanity, on some course 
of action that is followed not as a means to 
anything else but as an end in itself.  Aiming at 
something other than their own happiness, they 
find happiness along the way.  The only way to 
be happy is to pursue some goal external to 
your own happiness.

Assignment:
Are people more likely to be happy if they focus 
on goals other than their own happiness?

A thesis might look like:
People are more likely to be happy if they focus 
on goals because __________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYounQAW-6O9-4gpJsz66k5-eVLn4R_N605093gl64SS6IYw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYounQAW-6O9-4gpJsz66k5-eVLn4R_N605093gl64SS6IYw/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 15: Goals
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1epaI_ciKmtmjtVWy2DMsdCjj5oC9IG_1V3L4Wj3-9cs/edit?usp=sharing


63 64
Prompt 16: Success

Passage:  
Success in life is largely a matter of luck.  It 
has little correlation with merit, and in all 
fields of life there have always been people 
of great merit who did not succeed.
 As Colin Powell said, “There are no secrets 
to success.  Don’t waste time looking for 
them.  Success is the result of preparation, 
hard work, and learning from failure.”

Assignment:
Is success in life earned or do people 
succeed because they are lucky?

A thesis might look like:
Success in life is earned because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQBPRyRSKWrjb-4K4imaN3CGT3vo6Cz9l0huWvS97Dag_D7Q/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQBPRyRSKWrjb-4K4imaN3CGT3vo6Cz9l0huWvS97Dag_D7Q/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 16: Success
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/18iuKKkeVCQDM7BZ8u_4UcBOplnDMXANX1RF7BPjvl8g/edit?usp=sharing


67 68
Prompt 17: Change
Passage:  
A teenager challenges everything and by 
forming habits of intellectual and emotional 
independence, makes himself or herself into an 
adult.  In a similar way, all people can learn the 
behaviors that they need to become the people 
they want to be.  We can all change ourselves- 
our behaviors, our goals, our relationships- 
because our potential for change is unlimited.

Assignment:
Is our ability to change ourselves unlimited, or 
are there limits on our ability to make important 
changes in our lives?

A thesis might look like:
There are limits on our ability to make important 
changes in our lives because 
__________________, 
______________________, and 
_______________________.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWhzUE1easAY6izd3rs-RvFHjh17PGNclNN4LJcJ-msZkdbA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWhzUE1easAY6izd3rs-RvFHjh17PGNclNN4LJcJ-msZkdbA/viewform?usp=sharing


Prompt 17: Change
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13JmCKkiWhVu68710srhJ-WNpEdN92QrlAZ8xaHkraS8/edit?usp=sharing


TSIA 2 Rubric



The Argumentative Essay Essentials
Thinking question: How can I balance both sides before taking a stand?

Terms Definition Purpose in 
Argument Writing

Sentence Starters Example Using Your 
Prompt

Concession (C) Finds common ground with 
the opponent; acknowledges 
that the opposing viewpoint 
has the  right to an opinion. It 
shows fairness and maturity in 
reasoning.

Builds ethos—credibility 
and respect toward the 
opposing side.

- Granted, some may believe…
- Admittedly, others might say…
- It is true that…
- While it may seem that…

Granted, some may believe 
that fairy tales inspire 
imagination and teach 
moral lessons to young girls.

Counterargument 
(CA) or Counterclaim 
(CC)

The opposing side’s best 
argument, which challenges 
your position. It expresses an 
important point from the 
other side. 

Strengthens your 
argument by showing 
awareness of multiple 
perspectives.

- Some may argue that…
- Critics claim that…
- Opponents of this view 
believe…
- A common argument against 
this is…

Some may argue that the 
stories simply reflect 
traditional times and are 
harmless entertainment.

Refutation / Rebuttal 
(R)

The writer’s direct response 
that finds the flaw in the 
counterargument and 
disproves or weakens the 
counterargument using logic 
or evidence.

Reaffirms your position 
and leads the reader back 
to your thesis.

- However…
- Nevertheless…
- Yet this view ignores…
- On the contrary…
- This argument fails to 
consider…

However, this view 
overlooks how repeated 
portrayals of passive 
heroines can subtly shape 
beliefs about gender roles 
and self-worth.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgnDbQ1aM54

