CHAPTER 16
NATI ONAL AND ORGANI ZATI ONAL FLAGS
16-1. GENERAL
a. \Wen flown fromships or craft of the Navy or froma flagstaff at
comands ashore, the national flag will be displayed in accordance with

the provisions of U.S. Navy Requlations. The national flag is also called
"national ensign" or "ensign."

b. Designated Marine organizations, including divisions, reginents,
and battalions, are equipped with a national flag and an organizationa
flag.

c. \Wen mounted on a staff (pike) and carried by an individual on
foot, or displayed or cased in a fixed location, the national flag is
called the "national color" and the organi zational flag is called the
"organi zational color." The term"color" means the national color only
The term "col ors" means both the national color and the organizationa
col or.

d. \When mounted on a vehicle, the national flag is called the
"national standard" and the organizational flag is called the
"organi zational standard." The term "standard" means the nationa
standard only. The term "standards" neans both the national standard and
the organi zational standard

e. In garrison or on board ship, the colors of an organization, when
not in use, are kept by the commandi ng officer. \Wenever practicable,
col ors should be kept uncased and di splayed in the office of the
comrandi ng officer, or other appropriate place. They may be cased
however, by placing themw thin a protective covering and, in such case
are kept in his office. Colors which are kept cased and not used often
shoul d be unfurled and aired frequently.

f. The colors (standards) may be carried in any formation in which
two or nore conmpanies participate, and in escorts and honor guards when
ordered. Unless otherwi se directed for special cerenpnies, the nationa
color will always be carried when the organizational color is carried
but the national color nay be carried al one

g. In reginental formations, only the colors (standards) of the
reginent will be carried. Wen two or nore separate battalions are forned
as a reginment, only the colors (standards) of one battalion will be
carried for the regi ment.

h. In battalion formations, the colors (standards) will be posted
with a designated color conpany and in regimental fornations with a
desi gnated col or conpany or color battalion. For the position of the
color conpany within the battalion formation, see chapter 10. For the
position of the color conpany or battalion within the regi nmental
formati on, see chapter 11. In any formation involving two or nore
organi zati ons which could carry colors (standards) in that formation, the
nunmber of colors (standards) to be carried and their positions within the
formation will be prescribed by the formation conmander

i. \Wen the formation is broken up, the colors (standards) join the
organi zati on conmmander (or respective organization commanders, if nore
than one organization in the formation is carrying colors) or are
di smi ssed

j . \When the organizational color is draped in nourning, the nourning
shal | consist of a black crepe streaner 7 feet |ong and about 12 inches
wi de. A bow knot, the loops of which are 6 inches long, is tied in the
center. The streaner is attached by this knot to the upper ferrule, just
bel ow t he spear head
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k. Colors remain at order color during the nmanual or arns.
Standards remain nmounted with the start vertical.

I. Colors (standards) are never allowed to touch the deck.
m  Col or guards do not fix bayonets.
16-2. SALUTES

a. By the National Color (Standard).

The national color (standard) renders no sal ute.

b. By the Organizational Color.

In mlitary cerenpnies, the organizational color salutes while
the "National Anthem" "To the Color," or "Retreat" (played in

lieu of the "National Anthemt in the absence or a band),

to the Chief" is being played, and when rendering honors to the

organi zati onal commander or individual or higher rank, but

ot her case. Wen nmarching, this salute is rendered when 6 paces
fromthe reviewi ng stand or person to be saluted. Carry color is
resuned when 6 paces beyond the reviewi ng stand or person to be

sal ut ed.

c. By the Organizational Standard.

The organi zati onal standard renders no sal ute.

d. Salutes to the National Flag.

Sal utes are rendered to the national flag in accordance with U.S.

Navy Requl ations and chapter 18 to this nanual .

16-3. HO STING, LOAERI NG AND FOLDI NG THE NATI ONAL ENSI GN

a. Ceneral.

(1) The cerenpnial hoisting and | owering or the national ensign at
0800 and sunset, respectively, shall be acconplished ashore in
accordance with the provisions or U S. Navy Regul ations and

thi s paragraph.

(2) A detail consisting of a nonconmi ssioned officer and two

nonrated nmen of the guard will hoist and | ower the ensign.

This detail will be arned with sidearnms, it the special

equi pnent of the guard includes sidearns; otherw se, the pistol

belt only will be worn.

(3) The commander of the guard ashore will see that the proper
ensign is flowm at the appropriate tine and under all weather
conditions. For different types or ensigns, see figure 16-1.
For U.S. Marine Corps flag size standards, see MCO P10520. 3,
Flag Manual . Any nenber or the guard who observes any hazard

to the ensign such as | oosened hal yards, fouling, etc.,
imrediately report themto the commander of the guard.
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|

STORM FLAG FLOWN DURING STORMY
OR WINDY WEATHER, ETC.

POST FLAG FLOWN ON NORMAL WEEKDAYS

) GARRISON FLAG FLOWN ON SUNDAYS,
HOLIDAYS, ETC.

Figure 16-1.--Different Types of Ensigns.

b. Positions or the Ensign.

The ensign is flown fromthe peak or truck of the mast, except when
directed to be flown at hair-mast. The ensign at half-nmast is

flown, when possible, with the mddle point or its hoist opposite the
m ddl e point or the mast. The nmiddle point of a guyed mast is mi dway
between the truck or the mast and the point or attachment or the
guys. The niddle point of a mast with a yardarmis mdway between
the truck of the mast and the yardarm Technically, an ensign at any
position other than at the truck of the mast is half-nmasted. Local
conditions nay require other positions. To hair-nmast the ensign, it
is first hoisted to the truck and then lowered to the half-mast

posi tion.

c. Hoisting the Ensign.

The detail assigned to hoist the ensign is formed in line at the
guardhouse with the nonconmi ssioned officer carrying the ensign in
the center. It is then marched to the flagstaff, halted, and the
ensign attached to the halyards. The halyards are nmanned by the two
nonrated men who take positions on opposite sides of the staff facing
it, sothey will be able to hoist the ensign without fouling it. The
nonconmi ssi oned of ficer continues to hold the ensign until it is

hoi sted clear of his grasp to prevent it fromtouching the deck.

When the ensign is clear, he comes to attention and executes the
first motion of the hand salute. The other nmenmbers of the detail
grasp the halyard in their left hand and execute the first notion of
the hand salute after the ensign is hoisted. On the |last note of the
"National Anthent or "To the Color," all menbers of the detail

execute the second notion of the hand salute. |If the ensignis to be
hal f-masted, it is then lowered snmartly to that position. The
hal yards are then secured to the cleat of the mast. The detail is

again formed, marched to the guardhouse, and di sm ssed.
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d. Lowering the Ensign.

The detail is forned at the guardhouse, marched to the flagstaff, and

the hal yards manned in the sane manner as for hoisting the ensign.
On the first note of the "National Anthenml or "Retreat," the ensign
is slowmwy lowered. |If at half-mast, it is first hoisted smartly to
the truck on the first note of the nusic and then slowy | owered.

i s caught by the nonconmi ssioned officer at the last note of the
musi c. The ensign is detached fromthe hal yards and fol ded as
prescri bed below. The halyards are secured to the mast, the detail
is formed and marched to the guardhouse, and the ensign turned over
to the commander of the guard.

e. Folding the Ensign.

The ensign is folded in half the long way so the crease parallels the
red and white stripes. It is folded in half again so the new crease
parallels the red and white stripes and the blue field is to the
outside. The fly end (away fromthe blue field) is folded up to the
top so the single edge lies perpendicularly across the stripes. By
repeatedly folding the thick triangle thus formed about the inboard
edge of the triangle, the ensign is folded into the shape of a cocked
hat (see fig. 16-2).

OPEN EDGE

3
FOLDED EDGE
OPEN EDGE

FOLDED EDGE
OPEN EDGE

.....

FOLDED EDGE

’.

Figure 16-2.--Fol ding the Ensign.
16-4. MANUAL OF THE COLOR(S)
a. Oder Color.
(1) At order color, the lower ferrule rests on the deck touching
the outside edge of the right toe just opposite the little

toe. The staff is gripped fromthe
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(2)

right in the "V' formed by the thunb and fingers on the right hand,
back of the hand to the right front. The right el bow should be
close to the side so the forearmw |l help support the staff. Hold
the staff against the hollow of the shoulder so it points straight
up. The rest of the body is at attention (see fig. 16-3).

Col or guards armed with rifles are at order arnms when the col ors
are at the order.

b. Carry Color From Order Color.

(D

(2)

(3)

(4

(5)

(6)

When changing fromorder color to carry color, the command is
CARRY, CO.OR

At the command CARRY, change the grip on the staff so as to grasp
it fromthe rear between the thunb and fingers of the right hand,
the fingers around the staff.

At the command COLOR, raise the staff snmartly with the right hand
to a point where the lower ferrule is just above the sling socket.
Wiile raising it, keep the staff pointing straight up. G asp the
staff just above the lower ferrule with the left hand to steady it.

Seat the lower ferrule in the sling socket. As the ferrule is
seated, pernmit the right hand to slide down the staff to a position
directly in front of the color bearer’s face.

Gip the staff firmy with the right hand and nove the |left hand
smartly to the side. In this position, the right hand is directly
in front of the face and the staff is inclined slightly to the
front (see fig. 16-4).

Col or guards arned with rifles execute right and | eft shoul der arns
at the command COLOR so that the rifles are on the outboard
shoul der.

¢

-

ITLITIITTTY

Figure 16-3. Order Col or Figure 16-4. Carry Col or
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C.

Order Color From Carry Col or.

(D

(2)

(3)

(4

(5

When changing fromcarry color to order color, the comand is
ORDER, COLOR (ARMS). Execution is begun on the preparatory
comrand.

At the command ORDER) grip the staff with the Ieft hand bel ow the
right hand and renove the ferrule fromthe sling socket.

At the command COLOR (ARMS), lower the ferrule to a point above
the deck along the outside edge of the right toe; release the
staff with the left hand and replace it above the right hand.

Rel ax the right hand so the staff will slide down between the
thumb and fingers. Then change the position of the color and the
grip of the right hand to that described in paragraph 16-4a(1).

Move the left hand smartly back to the left side.

Present Color From Order Color.

(1

(2)

(3)

(4

(5

(6)

(7

(8)

To change from order color to present color the command is
PRESENT) ARMS. Execution is begun on the preparatory conmand.

At the command PRESENT, change the grip on the staff so as to
grasp it firmy fromthe rear between the thunb and fingers of the
right hand, the fingers around the staff.

At the command ARMS, raise the staff smartly with the right hand
to a point where the lower ferrule is just above the sling socket.
While raising it, keep the staff pointing straight up. Grasp the
staff just above the lower ferrule with the left hand to steady
it.

Seat the lower ferrule in the sling socket permtting the right
hand to slide dowm the staff to a point where it is directly in
front of the face. Gip the staff firmy with the right hand.

Move the left armsmartly back to the side. 1In this position,
the right hand is directly in front of the face, and the staff is
perpendi cul ar to the deck (see fig. 16-4).

Lower the staff smartly to the front by straightening the right
arm (see fig. 16-5)

The national color bearer executes the novenent to carry color
upon the command PRESENT. The national col or does not salute;
therefore, he remains in this position.

Col or guards armed with rifles execute present arms at the command
ARMS.

O der Color From Present Color.

(1

(2)

(3)

When changing from present color to order color, the command is

ORDER, COLOR ((ARMS) .

At the command COLOR (ARMS), raise the staff so the right hand is
again in front of the face and the staff is inclined slightly to
the front. The national color bearer remains at carry color until
t he organi zational color bearer cones to this position.

Cone to the position of order color as described in paragraph 16-
4c.
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f. Rests Wth the Color.

(1) The col or bearers and col or guards assune the parade rest
position in lieu of at ease or rest. At ease or rest are not
used by the col or guard when carrying colors. The command is
given fromthe position of order color only by the senior color
bearer or person in charge of a formation with which colors are
posted. It is executed in one count (see fig. 16-6)

(2) At the command REST, the left foot of color bearers is noved
smartly to the left as in the position of parade rest for
individuals. The left hand is placed behind the back with the
forearm parallel to the deck.

(3) Col or guards assune the position of parade rest as prescribed in
chapter 3.

Fi gure 16-5. Present Col or. Figure 16-6. Parade Rest.

g. Eyes Right (left) fromCarry or Order Color.

(1) The only command is EYES, RIGHT (LEFT). It will be given only
when halted at order color, or while marching at carry col or.

(2) At the command RIGHT (LEFT), if at order color, turn the head
at 1 ook 45 degrees to the right (left). |If at carry color,
t he organizational color bearer also lowers staff smartly to
the front by straightening his right arm (if the person
saluted is entitled to a salute by the organizational color).
The right (left) man in the color guard and the national color
bearer do not execute the comrand.

(3) Wen the reviewing officer of a parade is entitled to a salute

by the organi zational color, the salute is executed at the

command RI GHT (LEFT).
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16-5.

h.

a.

Carry Color From Eyes Right (left)

(D
(2)

(3)

(4

The command i s READY, FRONT.

At the command FRONT, the head and eyes are turned smartly to
the left (right) so you are | ooking straight ahead. Those
menbers of the color guard who do not execute eyes right
(left) remmin |ooking straight ahead.

Wien the senior color bearer commands FRONT, if the
organi zati onal color saluted, it resunes the carry.

During a review, when the reviewing officer troops the Iline,
ready front will not be given after eyes right. During such a
cerenony, each nenber or the color guard executing eyes right
turns his head and eyes toward the reviewi ng officer upon the
command RIGHT. He continues to look at him turning his head
and eyes to the left as the reviewing officer passes, until he
is again facing directly to the front.

COLOR GUARD

CGeneral .

(1

The col or guard consists of four men. Two nonconm ssi oned
officers are the color bearers, and two other nmen, junior to
the color bearers, are the color guards. The color bearers
are unarnmed, but the color bearer carries the national color
and conmands the color guard. He gives the necessary
commands for novenments and rendering of honors. The junior
col or bearer carries the organizational color, which is
always on the left of the national color. When only the
national color is carried, the color guard will include only
one col or bearer. The positions of individuals in the Marine
Corps col or guard, Navy-Marine Corps color guard, and joint
arned forces color guard are as shown in figure 16-7

MARINE CORPS COLOR GUARD

OROIONO

LEFT MARINE CORPS  NATIONAL RIGHT
RIFLEMAN COLOR CoLoR RIFLEMAN
BEARER BEARER

NAVY-MARINE CORPS COLOR GUARD

O O O O O

LEFT NAYY MARINE CORPS  NATIONAL RIGHT
RIFLEMAN COLoR CoLOR COLOR RIFLEMAN
(NAYY) (NAYY) (MARINE) (MARINE) (MARINE}

JOINT ARMED FORCES COLOR GUARD

COAST GUARD NAVY ARMY RIGHT
COLOR CoLoR coLor RIFLEMAN
(COAST GUARD) (NAVY) (ARMY) (ARMY)

O O 0O O 0O O O O

LEFT AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS NATIONAL

RIFLEMAN CoLoR CoLor coLor
(MARINE} (AIR FORCE) {MARINE) (ARMY)

Figure 16-7. Col or Guards.
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(2)

The color guard is forned and marches in one rank at close
interval with the color bearers in the center. The color
guard does not execute to the rear march, about face, flanking
nmovenents, or fix bayonets. Wen any such conmands are
executed by the unit to which the color guard is attached,
except fix bayonets, the senior color bearer orders an
appropriate noverment as described bel ow

b. Myvenents of the Color Guard.

(1
(a)

(b)

(2)
(a)

To face the color guard to the right (left):

The command is RIGHT (LEFT) TURN, MARCH It may be executed
while halted, marking tinme, or marching.

On the command MARCH, with the right (left) flank man acting
as a stationary pivot, the color guard inclines to the right
(left) until they face the new direction. Wen neking the
turn, at any one nonent, all nenbers of the color guard face
the same direction (see fig. 16-8).

' NEW
DIRECTION
OF MARCH

Figure 16-8.--Right Turn.

To face the color guard to the rear:

The command i s COUNTERVARCH, MARCH. It may be executed while
halted, marking tine, or marching. Wen marking tine or
marching, the command is given as the left foot strikes the
deck (see fig. 16-9).



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e

(f)

ORIGINAL DIRECTION

f 1
wm—»& | 1
NEW DIRECTION

|

Figure 16-9.--Counternmarch

At the command or execution, the entire color guard picks
up the hair-step. The national color bearer makes a smnal
arc to his left, noving into the position formerly occupied
by the organi zational color bearer, racing the new
direction or march

The organi zational col or bearer nakes an arc to his right
and outside the national color bearer, noving into the
position fornerly occupied by the national color bearer
facing in the new direction or march.

The right rifleman takes two hair-steps forward, then nopves
in an arc to his left outside the organi zational col or
bearer, noving into the position formerly occupied by the
left rifleman, racing the new direction or narch

The left rifleman takes three hair-steps forward, them
moves in an arc to his right outside the right rifleman,
nmoving into position fornerly occupied by the right
rifleman, racing the new direction of march

Upon conpl etion of this nove, the color guard marks tinme
until it is halted or until it receives the conmand
FORWARD, MARCH

c. Receiving the Colors by the Color Guard

The color guard will use the followi ng procedure in receiving
colors

(1) The color guard forns and marches to the place designated for
receiving colors

(2) The color guard is halted 3 paces fromthe adjutant and
sergeant major, who have taken appropriate positions for the
presentation or colors to the guard

(3) The color guard then executes order arns upon the command of
the senior col or bearer

(4) Wen the adjutant is ready to deliver colors, the senior color
bearer orders present arns. At this conmand, the col or
bearers execute the hand salute

(5) The adjutant steps to his left oblique and transfers the

national color to the senior color bearer, who terninates his
salute in time to receive it at the position of carry color
The adjutant then steps back to his original position and

sal ut es.
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(6)

(7

(8)

d. Rece

Upon the adjutant’s salute, the sergeant major steps to his
right oblique and transfers the organizational color to the
junior color bearer, who has termnated his salute with the
senior color bearer, at the position of carry color. The
sergeant nmjor then steps back to his original position and
sal utes.

Wien the sergeant mmjor salutes, the senior color bearer
commands order arms. The adjutant and sergeant mgjor
termnate their salutes as the color guard executes order
arms.

The senior color bearer then marches the color guard to the
col or conpany (battalion).

ving the Colors by the Color Conpany (Battalion).

Pr
participate
means of the

(1

(2)

(3)

(4

(5)

(6)

(7

or to formng for a cerenpny in which the colors are to
the colors are received by the color conpany (battalion) by
foll owi ng cerenony:

The conpany (battalion) is formed with its commander facing
front

The col or guard approaches and halts 10 paces in front of and
facing the conpany (battalion) commander. |t then executes
order color.

The conpany (battalion) commander faces about and orders
PRESENT, ARMS, faces about again, and salutes. Upon this
order, the color guards execute present arms (hand salute if
armed with pistols) with the conpany (battalion); the color
bearers execute carry col or

The conpany (battalion) comrander terminates his salute
faces about, and commands ORDER, ARMS. The col or guard
executes order color as the conpany terminates its present
arms.

The conpany (battalion) commander faces about and orders the
color guard to take its post. \When the col or conpany
(battalion) is in line or mass, the post of the guard is 6
paces to the left of the conpany (battalion). Wen the
conpany (battalion) is in colum, the post of the guard is 6
paces behi nd

Wien the col or conpany joins the battalion, the color guard
takes its appropriate post in the battalion formation. Wen
the color battalion joins the regiment, the color guard takes
its appropriate post in the reginental formation

Wien in formation, the color guard executes parade rest when
the col or conpany (battalion) executes at ease or rest

e. Dismissing the Color Guard

I'n dismssing the color guard at the conclusion of a drill or
cerenony, the procedure is as follows:

(D

(2)

(3)

The guard marches fromits post and halts 10 paces in front
of and facing the conpany (battalion) conmmander

The conpany (battling) then executes present arnms in the sanme
manner described in paragraph 16-5d after which the col or
guard marches the colors to the quarters or office of the
organi zati onal commander

The col or guard is received by and dism ssed from

organi zations snaller than a conpany (e.g., funeral escort)
in a simlar manner
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f. Returning the Colors by the Color Guard

The color guard will use the follow ng procedure when parting with
the col ors:

(1) The senior color bearer halts the guard 3 paces in front of
the adjutant and sergeant mmjor who have taken positions near
the office or operators of the organizational conmander in
time to receive the colors. The guard renmains at carry col or

(2) When the color guard halts, the adjutant and sergeant nmjor
salute. The sergeant major steps to his right oblique and
receives the organi zational color fromthe junior color
bearer. He then steps hack to his original position

(3) When the sergeant mmjor is back in his position, the adjutant steps to his left
oblique and receives the national color fromthe senior color bearer. He then
steps back to his original position

(4) When the adjutant is in position, the senior color bearer
comrands PRESENT ARMS (order arns first if the color guards are
armed with rifles). At the command of execution, the adjutant
faces about. The sergeant mmjor passes behind the adjutant to
a position at normal interval to his left. They then march to
the office or quarters of the comrandi ng officer, where they
deposit the colors without further cerenony.

(5) When the colors are Qut of sight or 6 paces away, the senior
col or bearer commands ORDER, ARMS, and dismisses the guard or
mar ches them hack to the col or conpany (battalion), whichever
has been directed

16-6. TROOPI NG THE COLORS

a. Wien it is desired to highlight the unit colors and have them
formerly received by the entire battalion (or reginment) while formng for
a review, parade, or any other cerenony, the cerenmony for trooping the
colors may be conducted. It is particularly appropriate to include as
part of cerenonies conducted to coincide with an inportant event in the
unit’s history.

b. Procedures for trooping the colors are as follows:

(1) After forming at "Assenbly," the color guard receives the battalion (reginental)
colors as prescribed in paragraph 16-5 The col or conpany may al so receive the
col or guard in accordance with paragraph 16-5, or the color guard may take its
position on the battalion (reginental) parade independently. In the forner case

coincidental with Adjutant’s Call, the color guard initially marches on with the
col or conpany then breaks cut of fornation so as to take post on the left flank of
the line of troops. In the latter case, the color guard marches i ndependently on

t he parade ground and takes post on the left flank of the line of troops at
Adjutant’s Call, or prior to Adjutant’s Call, as appropriate (see fig. 16-10)
Regardl ess, after taking post on the left flank, the color guard cones to order
col or.

(2) The troops format Adjutant’s Call according to the commands and procedures
prescribed for forming a battalion for cerenpnies in Chapter 10 (the reginment in
Chapter 11) up to the point where the units conplete dressing to the right, the
gui des are posed (if units marched on), and bayonets are fixed (if so prescribed)
Then, the adjutant facing the command and posted ni dway between the |ine of
conpany (battalion) and the battalion (regi mental) commander, MARCH ON THE COLORS
The band pl ays appropriate music while the color guard, conming to the carry,
marches fromits position on the left flank across the front of the battalion
(reginent) along a line parallel to the Iine of troops and nm dway between the
adj utant and line of conpany (battalion) commanders. On reaching a point in front
of the adjutant, the color guard executes a left turn to face the adjutant and
halts remaining at the carry. The adjutant then commands PRESENT ARMS, and
salutes the colors. The band plays either "To the Colors" or the "National
Anthem " The battalion (reginmental) comuander and staff salute on the first note
of the nusic and terminate the salute on the last note. After conpletion of the
musi c, the adjutant command ORDER ARMS, POST THE COLORS. The col or guard
countermarches, nmoves to the line of troops on the left of the col or conpany
(battalion)
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(3)

countermarches to face the front, halts, and to order color.

After the color guard is in position on the left of the color
conpany (battalion), the adjutant commands PRESENT, ARMS, and faces
the commander of troops if at a review, and the cerenpny proceeds as
described in paragraph 13-5; if at a parade, the adjutant commands
PARADE, REST; SOUND OFF, and the cerenpny proceeds as described in
paragraph 15-2 for a battalion (and 15-3 for a reginent).

LINE OF TROOPS
& —

07 o | 97 oF

- g —-— ——— 4-0-{] COLOR GUARD

i = ——— ]

ot

(]
-

ADJUTANT

JAY
INITIAL POSITION OF COLOR
GUARD SHOULD BE TO

_%_ FACILITATE ITS MARCH ON THE
FIELD FROM THE LEFT FLANK
ALONG A LINE MIDWAY BETWEEN
THE ADJUTANT AND LINE OF
COMPANY COMMANDERS

Fi gure 16-10.-Troopi ng the col ors.
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