
ARTICLE 1 OF 6 

Is The Faithful Saint Continually Cleansed By The Blood Of Jesus Christ? 

Hiram Hutto 

(Editor's Note: The following excellent article by brother Hiram Hutto 
appeared in the 30 June 1987 issue of Sentry Magazine without editorial 
comment or review. We reproduce it here as one of the clearest 
statements on the "continuous cleansing" issue yet written and commend 
it to our readers.) 

First of all, it should be pointed out that the question is self-
contradictory. How? It speaks about the blood continually cleansing. 1 
John 1:7 tells us that his blood cleanseth us from sin. So, if the blood is 
continually cleansing, it is continually cleansing from sin, which means 
that there is sin present that needs cleansing. That being true, the person 
who is being continually cleansed must be continually sinning. Now, 
how can a person be called a faithful saint (both terms) while at the 
same time he is continually sinning? Clearly, the question contradicts 
itself. 

Further, to imply that a Christian is one who continually sins is to 
contradict the Bible. It says that a Christian does not practice sin (1 John 
3:9, NASB; the same tense and idea is in 3:6 and 5:18). If a person who 
is continually sinning isn't practicing sin, what on earth would he have 
to do to practice it? Again, when Paul asks, "Shall we continue in sin?", 
he answers "God forbid" (Rom. 6:1). According to the position we are 
examining, he should have said, "Not only may we continue in sin, but 
we will be faithful saints while so doing"! The fact is, this passage and 
others show that sin is not the norm for the Christian, it is the exception. 

What is frequently meant by such questions as heads this article is: Is 
the faithful saint automatically cleansed of sins of ignorance and/or 
weakness. 1 John 1:7 is cited to prove that he is. Not only does I John 
1:7 not teach that doctrine, the passage says absolutely nothing per se 
about sins of weakness or ignorance. It says the blood of Jesus cleanses 
us "from all sin." Whatever the passage says about sins of ignorance 
and weakness, it says the same thing about sins of rebellion and 
disobedience. It says "all sin." But someone might respond (and the idea 
is current), the person under consideration in 1 John I is said to "walk in 
the light" and a person who is walking in the light will not be guilty of 



sins of rebellion and disobedience, only sins of weakness and/or 
ignorance. Who said so? Did God? If so, where? Obviously, a person 
who is guilty of rebellion and disobedience is not "in the light" at the 
point at which he is guilty of rebellion or disobedience, but no sin is "in 
the light." After all, "God is light and in him is no darkness at all" (1 
John 1:5), and if sin is not darkness, what is? There is no sin (rebellion, 
disobedience, or whatever) in the light. 

Consider another point. In Hebrews 3:2 God says that Moses was 
"faithful in all his house"; yet at Meribah God said that Moses "did not 
believe in me" (Num. 20:12) and that he "rebelled against my rod" (v. 
24). Although, in general, Moses was described as faithful, he certainly 
was not faithful there, neither did God approve nor automatically 
forgive him. Instead, God was wroth (Deut. 3:27) and would not hear 
Moses, but rebuked him. I cannot conceive of anyone's thinking that he 
was faithful in the point where God said he did not believe, and that he 
was rebellious. To say otherwise is to say that a person can be full of 
faith (faithful) in a point where he is lacking in faith. A person might be 
faithful in a number of areas, and yet be unfaithful at some particular 
point, and as it was in Moses' case, a very vital point. Surely nobody 
would claim that Moses died still impenitent and rebellious about the 
matter but God forgave him anyway. The idea that the only kinds of sins 
that a faithful Christian (one who walks in the light) commits are sins of 
ignorance and weakness is not taught in the Bible, nor does it teach that 
God automatically forgives those (or any other) sins. 

To say that a person is automatically cleansed, like the windshield wiper 
(or that he benefits; i.e., is forgiven, even as he sins), sounds too much 
like the Baptist preacher who said that he could seduce some woman but 
God would work it out for his good (benefit). It reminds me of the 
Baptist who affirmed in a debate with me that a child of God could get 
drunk, that he could die drunk, and would go to heaven anyway; that a 
child of God could lie, that he could die with a lie on his tongue (as did 
Ananias and Sapphira), and he would go to heaven anyway; that a child 
of God could commit adultery, that he could get killed in the act, and the 
child of God could commit adultery with a person who was not a child 
of God, that both of them get killed in the act, and the child of God 
would go to heaven but the one who was not a child of God would go to 
Hell. Frankly, it surprised me when he affirmed this publicly and 
openly, but it shocked me to learn that some brethren evidently believe 



it and some teach that which logically leads to the same conclusion. I 
did not believe it then, and I do not believe it now. 

The Bible clearly teaches that a child of God can sin. John says, "If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 
John 1:8). But it just as clearly teaches that a child of God does not have 
to sin. In fact, John wrote his first epistle so that his readers would "sin 
not" (2:1). If a Christian cannot keep from sinning, he has to sin, and 
John wasted his letter. Such a claim impugns the wisdom of God. And 
Peter says, "If ye do these things, ye shall never stumble" (2 Pet. 1:10) 
that a child of God can not fall (note the important difference between 
"cannot" [impossible] and "can not" [possible not to]). He doesn't have 
to fall. If a Christian must sin ("man, because he is man, sins" is as false 
when taught by "conservative" brethren, as it is when taught by Edward 
Fudge or John Calvin), why does God hold him responsible for doing 
something he could not keep from doing anyway?.Such does away with 
man's being a creature of choice. Man sins all right enough, not because 
he must sin, but because he chooses to sin, and therefore is guilty. The 
idea that a faithful Christian saint is continually cleansed because he is 
continually sinning is not in the Bible. 

Some have even claimed that when a person unknowingly violates 
God's law, God automatically forgives him (like the windshield wiper), 
then later when man learns that he has broken God's law he must repent, 
etc. Why should he repent? What does he have to repent of? After all, if 
God forgave him at the time he sinned, the sin isn't on his record; he 
doesn't need to repent. What he should do, if the argument is correct, is 
thank God for having already forgiven him without repentance and 
before he ever learned about it! Still others claim that a person who 
unwittingly violates God's law is not then guilty (they need to read Lev. 
4:13,22,27) but when he later learns that he has violated God's law, if he 
does not then repent, he is guilty. Among the many problems with this 
argument is, it changes God's definition of sin. God said, "Sin is the 
transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4). This doctrine says, "No, this is 
wrong. 

Sin is not the transgression of the law. Sin is the awareness of the 
transgression of the law." But the Bible doesn't teach that either. 

Yes, Christians sin, and God has made provisions for them when they 
do, but he has made no provisions for them to live in sin. When John 



states that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin, he does what is 
frequently done in the Scriptures - he is simply stating a truth without 
giving all the details of the matter. Just as Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them" (Luke 23:34), he did not give any conditions for forgiveness, and 
it was several days later when Peter told them what those conditions 
were (Acts 2:36-38). So the blood cleanses us from all sin (v. 7), but it is 
verse 9 that mentions one of the conditions man must meet for that 
forgiveness; it does not mention all of them for it says nothing about 
repentance. That is learned, elsewhere. The passage also says that we 
must confess our sins. It does not say we are to confess that we are 
sinners, nor does it say that if we confess that we are sinners, God will 
forgive. That may or may not be true, but 1 John 1:7-9 does not say so. 
It says that we are to confess our sins to be forgiven. Instead of teaching 
one to be confident of his salvation and feel secure about it because the 
blood of Christ will automatically or continually cleanse our sins, we 
need to teach people as Peter did Simon, "Repent . . . of this thy 
wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart 
shall be forgiven thee" (Acts 8:22). 

No, the faithful saint is not continually cleansed by the blood of Christ 
because a faithful saint is not continually sinning. But a saint may be 
often cleansed by the blood, just as often as he meets the conditions 
given by God. 

Guardian of Truth XXXI: 16, pp. 491-492 
August 20, 1987 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTICLE 2 OF 6 

Differences in Modern "Miracles" and Bible Miracles 

Hiram Hutto 

While Jesus was on earth he made some very startling claims. He 
claimed to be divine, and the Jews so understood him (Jn. 5:18; 10:33). 
He claimed to be the Son of God (Jn. 10:35-37). He claimed to be the 
Messiah (Jn. 4:25-26) and the Savior of the world (Jn. 14:6). But anyone 
could make these claims. We were on a call-in radio program where a 
man would occasionally call denying that Jesus was the Messiah, and 
claiming instead that he was the Messiah. However, Jesus did more than 
simply claim to be the things noted, he proved that claim by the miracles 
he performed. Let's consider these. 

1. Power over nature. He stilled a storm (Matt. 8:26-27). 
2. Power over material things. He fed 5,000 men with a few 

loaves and fishes (Luke 9:10-17). 
3. Power over all manner of diseases (Matt. 8:16). 
4. Power over the spirit world (Matt. 8:16). 
5. Power over life and death (Jn. 11:14-44). 

These are not merely powers, but ones performed in a confirmation of 
his claims (Jn. 20:30-31). 

The apostles, too, were able to perform miracles, not to prove that they 
were divine, etc. - for they never claimed such but, in fact, they denied it 
(Acts 14:11-15). Their miracle-working power was given to them to 
confirm the word which they were preaching. "How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great a salvation; which having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God 
also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by 
manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own 
will" (Heb. 2:34). The Bible shows that after the apostles received the 
commission to "go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature" (Mk. 16:15), they went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following" (Mk. 16:20). 

From these facts and many more, it may be safely concluded that there 
is no need for miracles today. The Bible has sufficient proof in writing 



that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God" (Jn. 20:30-31), and the word 
of God having been adequately confirmed is sufficient. Anything we 
need to know about life and godliness is furnished completely when we 
take all the Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). Although this is true, 
it does not keep many people from claiming to perform miracles today. 
But there is a vast difference between what is done in our day and the 
miracles performed by Jesus and the apostles. Let us consider some of 
these differences. 

1. The miracles of the New Testament were not limited to healing. As 
already noted, there was power to still the tempest. Yet in 1950 a storm 
blew Oral Roberts' tent down injuring 50 people, most of whom were 
treated at local hospitals, not by Roberts. Where have you heard reliable 
evidence of turning water into wine? Not even A. A. Allen, noted 
healer, could have done this, though he died of acute alcoholism. Who 
today is feeding 5,000 men with a few loaves and fishes? For the most 
part, today's "miracles," in sharp contrast to these, are limited to 
"healings" and these are not of any organic illness. We are told by those 
who are supposed to know that most of these illnesses are in the mind, 
so when Roberts or others convince those who think they are ill that 
they are not sick, they are "healed" but not miraculously. 

2. The apostles were not "selective" in their miracles or in their healings. 
An advertisement for an Oral Roberts campaign states "Prayer Cards 
Given Out at Afternoon Service ONLY" (emphasis his, HH). Anyone 
who has attended such services should know why this is done - to screen 
out the undesirables. Whoever read where those who were healed by the 
apostles needed a prayer card? 

3. Miracles in the New Testament were not conditioned on thefaith of 
those being healed. How much faith did dead Dorcas have (Acts 
9:3640)? The lame man who was healed by Peter in Acts 3 was not even 
expecting to be healed, much less believing that he would be. Yet today, 
those who are not healed are told that they do not have enough faith. 
What a compound tragedy this is! The sick are not only left with their 
sickness, but are made to feel guilty because they are the ones to blame 
for lacking in faith! 

4. As in Acts 3:7 the lame man was healed "immediately. " If you have 
attended many "healing" campaigns, no doubt you have witnessed 



people, being "worked into a lather" with much emotion, exertion, and 
sweating over the ones to be healed. Not so in that done by the apostles. 

5. The miracles of the New Testament were so powerful that even the 
enemies of the apostles admitted "that indeed a notable miracle hath 
been done by them is manifest unto all that dwell in Jerusalem; and 
we cannot deny it" (Acts 4:16). In our day, numerous ones could deny 
the "miracles" that were supposed to have been wrought, and they have 
denied them and that publicly. From the Alabama Baptist (9/12/74), 
there is this headline: "Noted Surgeon Follows Up Reports on Faith 
Healings, Says He Found None." The article tells how Dr. William A. 
Nolen of Litchfield, Minn., noted surgeon and author of the book, 
Healing: A Doctor In Search of a Miracle, wrote, "After following up on 
the cases of 26 patients who thought they had been 'healed' at a famous 
faith healer's religious service here, says he couldn't find a single cured 
patient in the group." The book is even more extensive than that with the 
same results. 

At various times some of our brethren have offered high financial 
rewards for proof of any genuine healing of organic illnesses. To my 
knowledge, they have never had to pay off. 

6. After the apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit, there were 
nofailures. Acts 5:16 is typical, "they were healed every one." Instances 
could be multiplied where Oral Roberts and others failed frequently, 
some even dying after they had been pronounced "healed." Jack Coe 
had an ingenuous reply to this. He claimed that he had healed many 
people who did not know they had been healed for they still had the 
same symptoms! 

7. No collections. One of the most obvious differences between today's 
"healing campaign" and those in the Bible has to do with money. One 
does not read in the New Testament where the apostles or others took up 
a collection as a part of their "healing campaign." (In fact, one does not 
read in the New Testament of "healing campaigns" with all the self-
produced publicity and high-pressure propaganda that is so 
characteristic of today's "miracle worker"). If memory serves me 
correctly, several years ago I attended one of these and, before the 
meeting was over, collections were taken-up 9 times! On the other hand, 



the Bible tells us that Peter said, "Silver and gold have I none" (Acts 
3:6), but he did not follow it up with a collection. Quite a contrast. 

8. In the New Testament the apostles performed miracles which 
confirmed that their teaching was God's revelation. I have never heard a 
modern miracle worker claim that his teaching is a new revelation that is 
to be considered as a part of the word of God. But if they are doing what 
the apostles were doing or if they believe that they are doing what the 
apostles were doing, their teaching should be considered as much a part 
of the Bible as that which John or Paul wrote. In this case we would 
need a "loose-leaf Bible" to which we would continue to add their 
revelation. After all, Paul is emphatic when he says, "the things that I 
write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:37). 

From these considerations and many more, it can be readily seen that 
when today's miracles are compared with what we read in the Bible, 
there is no comparison. 

Guardian of Truth XXXV: 8, pp. 240-241 
April 18, 1991 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTICLE 3 OF 6 

Fathers: Principal Trainers of Children 

Hiram Hutto 

"Children are an heritage of the Lord" (Ps. 127:3) and as such should 
be considered gifts from God who have been placed in our hands to 
mold and fashion into worth-while citizens in his kingdom. Thus is laid 
on us the responsibility to "train up a child in the way he should go, 
and even when he is old he will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6). Note 
the word "train." Far too many times this is thought to be accomplished 
simply by telling how to act, etc. However, even a dictionary recognizes 
that such is not the case. It says, "to bring to a desired standard of 
efficiency or condition or behavior, etc. by instruction and practice" 
(Oxford American Dictionary). 

Telling is definitely important. "These words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be upon thy heart; thou shalt teach them diligently to 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6-7). But practice and application are also 
required. This can be seen even in secular matters. One may attend 
school where he is told the information he needs, but then he needs on-
the-job training, and some are hired as trainees. He needs the 
experience. Churches have training classes in which instruction is given, 
but training is gained by practice and experience. 

This is brought out in the New Testament in Ephesians 6:4. It says, 
"And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." There are several 
important points made in this passage: 

1. Of utmost importance is the expression "of the Lord." This has 
religious and spiritual application. It is "the way he should go" 
(Prov. 22:6). It is not just nurture and admonition, but is nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

2. The synonyms nurture and admonition are not easily defined but 
most seem to agree that the word "nurture" deals with training by 
act and discipline and the expression "admonition" is training by 
word (Expositor's Greek Testament). In his discussion of paideai 
(nurture) Thayer says: "1. the whole training and education of 



children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and 
employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions, now 
re-proof and punishment)." 

3. Usually we husbands leave this to mothers, but in doing so we 
have neglected the fact that the passage explicitly gives this to the 
father! Thus, it is his responsibility to do the "nurture and 
admonition." He can do this by reading the Bible and Bible 
stories to and with his children and enabling them to make 
application of its truth to various aspects of life. He doesn't 
merely tell them but helps them in preparing their Bible class 
lessons. He is involved in training them when he sees to it that 
they go with him to church services and participate as much as 
possible in its activities. It is his responsibility that they are taught 
the word of God, to train them in proper behavior, and when 
needed he is to administer discipline, correction, and punishment, 
as he "chastens them betimes" (Prov. 13:24). If a father is not 
actively involved in this, he is neglecting his role as father. Thus 
he is the principal trainer of his children. 

To be sure, his wife has a part in this. She is told to "guide (or rule, 
ASV) the home" (1 Tim. 5:14). Nevertheless, "the husband is the head 
of the wife as Christ also is head of the church" (Eph. 5:23). So, in 
addition to being involved in the actual teaching and training, it is his 
responsibility and God has given him the authority to see that all such, 
though done by others, is done properly. The following quotation from 
the Pulpit Commentary brings this out very well. In discussing the 
synonyms "nurture" and "ad-monition, it says, "It is difficult (but 
apparently impossible) to get words in the English language to 
represent the two words that are in the Greek original. They are in a 
general way to be distinguished as discipline by power and discipline by 
reason . . . It is rather all that drilling which a parent gives his children 
in virtue of the executive (magisterial) power which is placed in him. He 
has certain rules by which he goes in training his children, and he has 
got the power to enforce them. He makes them say `grace before meat' 
that they may learn betimes from whom all table comforts come. He 
makes them attend to their lessons, that they may know that they have 
got to work and not be idlers. He makes them be selective as to their 
companion-ships, that they may not get out in evil associations. He 
appoints certain hours for the house, that they may learn order and 
punctuality. He does not ask them if they will go to church, but he makes 
them go to church with him. That is the kind of drilling that is meant 



here, and when it is necessary it must be backed up by chastening, or 
judicious punishment for good." It is interesting that in discussing 
admonition it says, "It is not necessary that a parent should always 
explain to a child the reasons of his procedure. But it is important that, 
as a rule, children should have explained to them the evil of the course 
they are asked to avoid, and the advantages of the course they are asked 
to follow." Again observe that the text places the responsibility to do this 
on the fathers. 

The wording of this may seem somewhat harsh, but re-member the same 
verse (Eph. 6:4) lets us know that it is to be administered in such a way 
as not to provoke the children to wrath. 

Conclusion 

It seems fair to say that, in this regard, the Bible shows: 

1. Children need the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
2. This involves much more than mere telling; it requires training. 
3. God has specifically given this responsibility to fathers. 

Guardian of Truth XLI: 12 p. 12-13 
June 19, 1997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTICLE 4 OF 6 

Have You Heard? 

Hiram Hutto 

Have you heard about the group of Christians in this community that is not at all like 
the denominations so often encountered? Some have wondered about this difference 
and even remarked about it. This group is different in a number of ways but space 
permits us to consider only a few, and that but briefly. 

1. Different, in attitude toward the Bible. These Christians believe the Bible to 
be the inspired, infallible, complete, authoritative word of God, and that the New 
Testament is the final expression of that word. This faith is based upon such 
scriptures as 2 Tim. 3: 16; 2 Pet. 1:3,4,21; Rev. 22:18,19; Jno. 10:35. But, do not 
all Protestant denominations believe this? There was a time when they did, but 
now many of them will tell you unhesitatingly that they no longer do. Even those 
denominations which are known as “Fundamentalists” are guilty of dividing the 
commandments of Christ into “essential” and “non-essential” commands. This, 
in effect, nullifies the authority of the scriptures because it will let every man 
decide for himself what is essential and what is not. But not these Christians! 
They believe that man shall live “by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Is this what you believe? 

2. Different, in attitude toward how to become a Christian. Since their faith in 
the scriptures is such that it will not allow them to divide the commandments of 
Christ into essential and non-essential commands, this group of Christians insists 
that because every man has sinned and separated himself from God (Rom. 3:23; 
Isa. 59:1,2) man’s only hope of benefiting from the blood of Christ is to do all 
that Christ has commanded men to do in order to reap these benefits. This, of 
course, involves faith in Christ as the Son of God (Jno. 20:30,31; Mk. 16:16). 
But since the scripture says that our faith avails only when it works by love (Gal. 
5:6; Jas. 2:24) they also repented of their sins (Acts 17:30), confessed with their 
mouth what they believed in their heart (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:10) and gladly 
obeyed the command of Christ to be baptized, i.e. immersed (Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 
2:12), in water (Acts 8:36) for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16) or to 
be saved (Mk. 16: 16; 1 Pet. 3:21). When one has done all these things–and not 
until then–the Bible reveals that he is saved, a child of God by faith (Gal. 3:27), 
and a member of the Lord’s church (cf. Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 1:1,2). Is this what you 
did? 

3. Different, in insisting on being simply a Christian — nothing more, nothing 
less, and nothing else. Every religious group teaches that a person can believe 
all the truth, obey every command of God, be a Christian while he lives, and go 



to heaven when he dies without ever belonging to any denomination whatsoever. 
Since this is true, this group of Christians sees the unimportance of every 
denomination and hence have not joined any denomination and are not a part of 
any denomination, but are simply Christians– nothing more, nothing less, and 
nothing else! Furthermore, since the Bible reveals that it is wrong and sinful to 
divide the people of God into different categories, and be called by different 
religious names (1 Cor. 1:10-13) this group is satisfied with the name given in 
the New Testament, i.e., the name Christian (Acts 11:26; 26:28 1 Pet 4:16), and 
pleads for all believers to be one even as Christ prayed (Jno. 17:20,21). They are 
satisfied to be simply members of the Lord’s church and just Christians. Can this 
be dangerous? Can it be anything but safe? Is that what you are; or are you a 
“Christian plus another name”? 

4. Different, in its attitude toward church worship and work. Since the New 
Testament commands Christians to assemble together (Heb. 10:25) these do so, 
but such does not make them a denomination in any sense of the word. Such is 
simply the congregation of the Lord’s people; the congregation devoted to and 
belonging to the Lord; or the church that belongs to the Lord, hence the church 
of Christ or church of God (Acts 20:28; Rom. 16:16). 

Since these Christians have the confidence in the scriptures already mentioned, they 
accept the New Testament as the divine, verbally inspired, and authoritative blueprint 
for the church throughout all ages. Whatever acts this blueprint reveals that Christians 
did when they thus assembled is the pattern for them and to it they cling tenaciously. 
Since the New Testament reveals that Christians are to assemble on the first day of the 
week to break bread or eat the Lord’s supper, to give of their money, to sing, to teach 
the apostles’ doctrine, and pray together (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-3; Eph. 5:19), 
that is exactly what this group of Christians does. Since the Bible forbids adding 
anything to what is revealed (Rev. 22:18,19) these Christians do not do anything else 
in church worship. Is this unreasonable? Can it be anything but right? Is this what you 
do? 

The New Testament also tells that the church is to preach the gospel, edify itself, and 
care for its needy (1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 4:16; Acts 6:1-6). This group is glad to do just 
that. 

5. Different, because it has no ecclesiastical or denominational 
hierarchy. Since this group accepts the New Testament as its blueprint for the 
church, it is happy to follow the pattern therein given for church organization. 
The New Testament reveals no ecclesiastical authority higher than the local 
congregation, except Christ the head of the church (Eph. 1:22,23). The local 
congregation being overseen by elders (Acts 14:23; 20:17,28; 1 Pet. 5:1-3; Titus 
1:5-9; 1Tim. 3:1-7) with deacons to serve (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8-10) and is not 



governed by any conference, association, synod, pope, or council, but is simply 
free under God to do the will of Christ. It has no denominational machinery or 
earthly headquarters but is a free, independent, and autonomous body of 
Christians. Is the church of which you are a member like this? 

This group occupies a unique and enviable position, indeed! It is a position based upon 
and produced by the infallible word of God. This group does not occupy this position 
merely as their opinion but because the word of God tells them and all others to do so. 
Wouldn’t you like to do the same? For more information about this group of Christians 
who insist on calling Bible things by Bible names and doing Bible things in Bible ways, 
you are cordially invited to attend a conservative church of Christ in your area. Why 
not check it out? You’ll be glad you did. 

Elon Challenger, Volume 9, Number 3 

October 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTICLE 5 OF 6 

What Saith the Authorities? 

Hiram Hutto 

Once while two Christians were discussing a Bible subject, one of them asked, “What 
do the authorities say about it?”  No doubt he had in mind such things as lexicons, Bible 
dictionaries, historic, and geographic. Yet I feel that sometimes (though not with the 
one who raised the question) there is the all too prevalent attitude to depend on what 
men may say about a certain Bible subject or passage.  It may be a lexicon; it may be a 
dictionary, or it even may be a preacher, but such is surely to be deplored. Paul said that 
we ought “not to think of men above that which is written.” (1 Cor. 4:6). 

None of the foregoing is meant to disparage the use of tools in Bible study. I am 
persuaded that it would be good if more members of the church would invest a little 
more money in such aids as dictionaries, lexicons, and the like. What I am trying to say, 
however, is that such should be kept in their proper place; namely, that of an “aid” or a 
“tool”. A Bible dictionary can be a good thing. Nevertheless it is not the Bible; it is not 
the word of God; it is a dictionary. It ought to be merely an aid that does just that aid; 
aid in understanding the Bible, not replace it. 

And the same goes for commentaries. I am not opposed to the proper use of good 
commentaries. I use them frequently. I fear, though, that many times, the joke “A good 
commentary is one that agrees with what I already believe” is far more than a joke. It’s 
a fact! Just because Johnson’s Notes may say a thing does not mean that it is so. Just 
because Adam Clarke may be quoted does not mean that such is the truth. More seldom 
than somewhat one meets such expressions as: “This passage means so and so.” Proof? 
“See Albert Barnes, page 22!” or “What happened then was thus and thus.” How do 
you know? “See MacKnight, page 38!” Such does not prove anything other than that is 
what Albert Barnes or somebody thinks. And, frankly, that is not the word of God. 

What is an authority? What is a scholar? Well, oftentimes it depends upon whom you 
ask. Webster says that a scholar is “one who has engaged in advanced study and 
acquired knowledge in some special field”, and I suppose that is the usual way in which 
the word is used. Nonetheless, we need to remember a few things: 

Scholars are not divine; they are human beings. Their opinions may be weighty but 
they are not inspired. They may be skilled in some special field but they do not know 
everything in that field. They may have acquired some knowledge but they have not 



acquired all knowledge. Just because a man may know a few things in one field does 
not mean that he is skilled in another field. Scholars may be learned but they are not 
infallible. 

Sometimes scholars, being human beings, are prejudiced. A fellow doesn’t have to 
read very many of them to discover this. At times scholars allow previous practice and 
previously held positions of their own to influence their thinking. It’s not a bad idea to 
know something about a given scholar’s background. 

Oftentimes scholars disagree. If you look long enough you can find some scholar or 
authority to substantiate nearly any position imaginable. This might be a good place to 
point out that the oft heard expression “all scholars agree…” is a figment of an 
imagination; it just ain’t so unless you have a pretty limited definition of the word 
“scholar”. Which reminds me of the debate I heard between two college students from 
England and two from the University of Florida. One of the Florida students chided the 
English for not quoting any authorities to substantiate their position. To which one of 
the English debaters replied, “You can quote authorities on any side of any question. 
But if you want an authority, here is what one noted authority has written….” Then he 
concluded, “If you want to know who that authority is and where he wrote such, I made 
the statement, I wrote it, and that’s pretty good authority, at least to me.” Well, since 
scholars disagree it is a good idea to consult several; don’t take one man’s word. 

Let us never get to the point that we feel that because a scholar or even many 
scholars may say a thing then that must be the way it is. Their thoughts may be 
valuable. but they are not absolute. Before such we may bend, but we must not bow. 
Remember, we are to “prove all things” (1 Thess. 5:21). We are to “try the spirits”, so 
1 John 4:1 says. The place to do the proving and the trying is in the word of God. Again 
let it be noted that we may respect men, and we may study them, but we must not “think 
of men above that which is written” (1 Cor. 4:6). “If any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). When we say, “What saith the authorities?” let us 
mean “what saith the scriptures”. 

Elon Challenger, Volume 8, Number 12 

July 2011 
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�����������	��
� �
�����������������������������������������

����� !
"
���
����������������# ����������$��! %&��'

()*+�)*�,-./�-.�0�1)*2�00�34)5/�-.67-*8+�7*398*6�)*�7*39-.:�-.�/,8�;7-*-/<�=>�?@A?�BCD@AB�EF>?@A?�GH>IJGK�@EHF>�BJG?CJDLM�CD@AJGKBN�=>�?@A?�BLOLDA�P@G�CD@AJGKN�N�N�QOLDA�RHP@GCD@AJGKBN�=>�JGSTFML?�@TT�CLHCTL�RIH�CD@AU�@GM�CD@AJGK�R@?�GH>�TJPJ>LM�>ILG�>HJG?CJDLM�CLHCTLN�VJGSL�EH>I�PLG�@GM�RHPLG�?>JTT�CD@A�>HM@A�W>IHFKI�HGTA�HGL�P@GTL@M?�JG�>IL�@??LPETAX�>IL�C@??@KL�@CCTJL?�>H�EH>I�>HM@ANYZ[Y\QV]�̂_̀ ]̂V�aQ̂ bV�=bVY=ZQc�VYQQd\N�̂K@JGU�>IJ?�SHFTM�EL�KD@G>LM�@GM?>JTT�GH>�PL@G�>IL�C@??@KL�MHL?�GH>�@CCTA�>HM@A�@?�IL�I@?�eF?>�ELLG�?IHRGU�fHDCD@AJGK�J?�PLG>JHGLMU�>HHN�gF>�J?�J>�>DFL�>I@>�CDHCILSA�@TR@A?�PL@G?�JG?CJDLM�?CLLSINbH�MHFE>�J>�MHL?�CD@S>JS@TTA�LOLDA�>JPL�J>�J?�F?LM�JG�>IL�gJETLN�\HRLOLDU�>ILDL�@DL?HPL�CT@SL?�>I@>�P@hL�PL�DLTFS>@G>�>H�?@A�J>�@TR@A?�PL@G?�JG?CJDLM�?CLLSI�W=�iK?Njklmno�pLDN�mqlmjo�=?�qrljrU�@GM�sJ>F?�jljm�>H�PLG>JHG�@�fLRNXN�̂T?H�>ILDL�@DL�?SIHT@D?RIH�MH�GH>�MLfJGL�CDHCIL?A�@?�@TR@A?�PL@GJGK�JG?CJDLM�?CLLSI�WVLL�_LG?hJ�HG�=jdHDN�jmljro�̀ JTTJ?�gLLSILD�JG�>IL�YDHCIL>?�@GM�>IL�YDHPJ?LU�C@KL�jrqU�YFTCJ>dHPPLG>@DA�tHTN�u�C@KL�qnnNXN�vwHD�@�>IHDHFKI�>DL@>PLG>�Hf�>IJ?�xFL?>JHG�RDJ>L�fHD@fDLL�SHCA�Hf�̀JGMLTT�̀J?LDy?�EHHhTL>U�B̂�ZLCTA�sH�gJTT�d@OLGMLDy?�Bs\Qzj{z`[a b̂�̂bc�\QZ�d[tQZ=b|BU�Z>�mU�gH}�~j{U�̂>ILG?U�̂_�q�ujj�[Z�STJSh�ILDL�>HDL@M�>IL�RLE�OLD?JHG�@>�>IJ?�?J>L�z�PeR�N�ZLPLPELDU�LOLG�Jf�CDHCIL?A�@TR@A?�PL@G?JG?CJDLM�?CLLSIU�J>�J?�STL@D�>I@>�CD@ALD�J?�GH>�?H�TJPJ>LMU�@GM�>IL�C@??@KL�ML@T?�RJ>IPLG�@GM�RHPLG�RIH�P@A�MH�LJ>ILDN�VH�>IL�C@??@KL�J?�GH>�TJPJ>LM�>H�JG?CJDLM�CLHCTLN[gpQds=[b�b[N�~l�;-.�8�/,8�73663:8�+-6�56686�()�8.��(,)�7*)7,869��3.+�65�,��)5�+�.)/48�+).8�49�/,8��-.�/,8�3668�4�9����1)*2�0����������/,8.�/,8�73663:8�-6�.)/�+-6�566-.:�(,3//3�86�7�3�8�-.�/,8�3668�4�92b̂V̀ QZl�=G�>IL�fJD?>�CT@SLU�>IL�C@??@KL�MJ?SF??L?�EH>I�PLG�@GM�RHPLGN�VJGSL�PLGSHFTM�CD@A�HD�CDHCIL?A�JG�>IL�@??LPETAU�J>�RJTT�GH>�MH�>H�?@A�>I@>�>IL�@??LPETA�J?L}STFMLM�fDHP�>IL�MJ?SF??JHGN�̂T?HU�EH>I�PLG�@GM�RHPLG�CD@AN�YD@ALD�>@hL?�CT@SL�JG>IL�@??LPETAN�\LGSL�>IL�@??LPETA�J?�JGSTFMLM�JG�>IL�C@??@KLN�̂K@JGU�RL�?@A�Jf�RHPLGMH�GH>�CD@A�ELS@F?L�>ILA�MH�GH>�TL@M�>IL�CD@ALD?�W@GM�>IL�C@??@KL�?@A?�GH>IJGK�@EHF>BTL@MJGK�CD@ALD?BX�>ILG�PLG�MH�GH>�CD@A�LJ>ILDU�FGTL??�>ILA�@DL�>IL�HGL�TL@MJGK�>ILCD@ALD?��̂GM�RL�?IHFTM�xFJ>�?@AJGKU�B_L>��V�̂__�CD@AB�JG�>IL�@??LPETAU�Jf�HGTA�>IL?CL@hLD�J?�CD@AJGKU�@GM�>IL�RHPLG�@GM�H>ILD�PLG�MH�GH>�CD@AN�̀IH�ELTJLOL?�J>�T̂?HU�Jf�>IL�C@??@KL�J?�GH>�ML@TJGK�RJ>I�>IL�@??LPETAU�>ILG�J>�DLxFJDL?�RHPLG�>H�SHOLD>ILJD�IL@M?�RILG�CD@AJGK�JG�CDJO@>LU�EF>�@TTHR?�>ILP�>H�EL�FGSHOLDLM�RILG�CD@AJGKJG�>IL�@??LPETA��=P@KJGLU�?IL�PF?>�EL�SHOLDLM�RILG�CD@AJGK�JG�ILD�STH?L>U�EF>�P@A�ELE@DLIL@MLM�RILG�CD@AJGK�JG�>IL�@??LPETA��̀IH�ELTJLOL?�J>�=?�>ILDL�@GA�CH??JEJTJ>A�>I@>�@�RHP@G�SHFTM�I@OL�CDHCIL?JLM�WJG�>IL�?LG?L�Hf�JG?CJDLM?CLLSIX�JG�>IL�@??LPETA��̂SSHDMJGK�>H�j�dIDHGJSTL?�m�ljz{U�CDHCIL?AJGK�SHFTM�EL�MHGLEA�?JGKJGKU�@GM�@SSHDMJGK�>H�j�V@PN�jrl�zuo�nljqo�jnljkzm~U�@G�LG>JDL�KDHFC�SHFTMCDHCIL?A�?JPFT>@GLHF?TAU�CLDI@C?�LOLG�@�RIHTL�SIFDSI�Wj�dHDN�j~lmqzm~XN�=>�J?�GH>ELJGK�ST@JPLM�>ILA�MJMU�HGTA�>I@>�J>�R@?�7)66-4�8N�=f�J>�LOLD�I@CCLGLMU�Y@FT�?@JM�BTL>�ILDEL�SHOLDLMBN



�����������	��
� �
�����������������������������������������

����� !
"
���
����������������# ����������$��! %	��&

'()*+,-'.�.'/�01�23456�7895�8:;8<=�>556�?6�=@>A5BC?36�C3�486D�63C�36:<�?6�C75�.5;,5=C8456C�EF5C/ GHIGJ1KLMD�,?C/�N1JL0D�K�,?4/�N1KNLK0D�*O7/�01NNLNJPQ�>@C�8:=3�?6�C75�':R�,5=C8456C�ES56/�J1K0P�86R5956�8C�BT58C?36Q�<5C�63C7?6U�?=�=8?R�?6�86<�3V�C75=5�O8==8U5=�8>3@C�75T�;58T?6U�8�B395T?6U�3675T�758R�C3�=73;�C7?=�=@>A5BC?36Q�5WB5OC�K�+3T/�KK1KLKM/�,7?=�=73;=�C78C�C75�B395T?6U�;8=�V3T�8:?4?C5R�O53O:5�EOT3O75C5==5=P�86RX3T�V3T�8�:?4?C5R�=?C@8C?36�E;75T5�75T�B395T5R�758R�;8=�C75B@=C348T<�=?U6�3V�=@>A5BC?36P/YZ[\]̂ _�̀a�bc�adef�agha�agf�ijkhl�ghc�mffl�cemnfoafp�aj�khl�bl�hqq�hrfcs�hlp�agfdf�bclj�codbtaedf�agha�chuc�gfd�gfhp�ihc�aj�mf�ojvfdfp�bl�tdhufd�elpfd�agf�wqp�xfcahkflayzjifvfds�ba�pjfc�lja�{jqqji�{djk�agbc�agha�agf�ojvfdfp�gfhp�ihc�qbkbafp�ajtdjtgfafccfcs�{jd�agfdf�ifdf�tdjtgfafccfc�|}bdbhk�]~y�H�_�����fmjdhg��pry��_���elpfdagf�wqp�xfcahkfla�mea�agfcf�tdjtgfafccfc�ifdf�lja�df�ebdfp�aj�ojvfd�agfbd�gfhpcyzflofs�agf�oqhbk�agha�agbc�df�ebdfkfla�bc�qbkbafp�aj�tdjtgfafccfc�bc�lja�cjy�xgfdf�kecamf�hljagfd�f~tqhlhabjlxgfdf�hdf�khlu�agblrc�agha��jp�df�ebdfc�elpfd�agf�Zfi�xfcahkfla�agha�gf�pbp�ljadf�ebdf�elpfd�agf�wqp�xfcahkflay�xgf�ojvfdfp�gfhp�bc�jlf�j{�agfky��jp�pbp�lja�hqqjiagf��fic�aj�fha�hqq��blpc�j{�kfhas�ufa�agfu�ifdf�BT58C5R�aj�mf�fhafl�|gflofs�{djkodfhabjl��|H�xbky��_��y��jp�hqqjifp�agf��fic�aj�pbvjdof�hlp�dfkhddu�mea��{djk�agfmfrbllblr��|odfhabjl�s�ba�ihc�lja�cj�|}haay�H�_I�y��eca�mfohecf�h�agblr�|agf�ojvfdblr�khu�mf�df�ebdfp�ljis�mea�ihc�lja�df�ebdfp�elpfd�tfdvbjec�pbctflchabjlcs�pjfc�ljakfhl�agha�ceog�bc�h�oecajky�̀{�ba�pjfcs�agfl�fhablr�jd�lja�fhablr�kfhac�ihc�neca�hoecajk�{jd�agf��fis�hlp�khddbhrf�hlp�pbvjdof�bc�neca�h�oecajky�xgbc�cgjeqp�cgji�aghaagjerg��jp�df�ebdfp�ijkhl�c�cemnfoabjl�aj�khl�bl�hqq�hrfcs�igbqf�lja�df�ebdblr�gfdojvfdfp�gfhp�aj�cgji�agbc�hc�zf�pjfc�elpfd�agf�Zfi�xfcahkflas�ceog�h�khaafd�bc�ljaneca�h�khaafd�j{�oecajky�̀{�ba�bcs�cj�bc�ba�ibag�khddbhrfs�agf�fhablr�j{�kfhac�hlp�khlujagfd�agblrcy'()*+,-'.�.'/�M1�,75�;3TR�V3T�B395T�E�8C8�8:@OC3P�?6�-�+3T/�KK�T5�@?T5=�8�=O5B?V?B�C<O5758RLB395T?6UQ�6845:<Q�8�95?:/�-C�4@=C�B395T�C75�56C?T5�758R�?6B:@R?6U�C75�V8B5Q�86R�?C�4@=C786U�R3;6�VT34�C75�758R/��6<C7?6U GH�G:5==�C786�C78CQ�=@B7�8=�78C=Q�C@T>86=Q��5TB7?5V=Q�486C?::8=Q�R3�63C�B395T�86R�8T5�=@>=C?C@C?36=Q�8=4@B7�8=�=OT?6�:?6U�?=�8�=@>=C?C@C5�V3T�>8OC?=4/YZ[\]̂ _��bdcas�j{�hqqs�qfa�ba�mf�ljafp�agha�fvfl�b{�ceog�h�ojvfdblr�bc�blaflpfps�agbcpjfc�lja�leqqb{u�igha��heq�chucy�̀a�ijeqp�cbktqu�df�ebdf�ceog�h�ojvfdblry�\gha�bcj{afl�pjlf�bc�aj�hdref�hc�agjerg�agbc�bc�agf��blp�j{�ojvfdblr�df�ebdfps�hlp�cblofljmjpu�pjfc�agha�ajphus�agfl�agf�dfca�j{�agf�thcchrf�bc�lja�mblpblr�fbagfdy�Zjs�b{�agfthcchrf�kfhlc�h��vfbq�agha�ojvfdc�agf�gfhp�hlp�ghlrc�pjil�{djk�ba��agha�ba�ighaijkhl�jerga�aj�ifhdy�Ylp�bl�ctbaf�j{�agf�hccfdabjl�aj�agf�ojladhdus�agfdf�hdf�khluhdaboqfc�igbog�ibqq�pj�agbc��cohdvfcs�cghiqcs�khlabqqhcs�hlp�fvfl�cjkf�ghacy
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'()*�*(+�,+-,.+�/-0123+4+3�*-�5+�/-6+.78�)03�*(+�'-43�/-6+.7�()1�*-�3-�'2*(�'()*�21�,4-,+49'()*�21�20�:--3�-4�,--4�*)1*+8�'2*(�'()*�21�*(+�/;1*-6<�=-6+.20+11�>)42+1�)1�*(+�/;1*-61�>)47<?(+4+�)4+�*(20:1�*()*�@�A;3:+�*-�5+�/-6+.78�*()*�67�:4)03B)*(+4�'-;.3�0-*�A;3:+�*-�5+�/-6+.785+/);1+�*(+�/;1*-6�-B�'()*�21�/-6+.7�()1�/()0:+3<�C-�):)208�*(21�'-43�=DEFGH�1(-'1�*()*(+�21�3+).20:�'2*(�/;1*-6<�G--I�)*�2*�*(21�')7J�K LMN;3:+�20�7-;41+.>+1J 21�2*�/-6+.7�*()*�)�'-6)0�,4)7�;0*-�O-3;0/->+4+3M�PQRS�TUVWX��Y<�?(+�.-/).+Z1�A;3:+6+0*�-B�)�,4)/*2/+�21�*(+�3+*+462020:�B)/*-48�2B[<�?(+�,4)/*2/+�21�)�6)**+4�-B�'()*�21�/-6+.7<C-�*()*�2B�20�)�:2>+0�.-/).+�\=-420*(]8�)0�;0/->+4+3�'-6)0�21�A;3:+3�57�*(+�,+-,.+�-B�*()*.-/).+�\=-420*(]�*-�5+�;0/-6+.78�1(+�6;1*�0-*�5+�;0/->+4+3<�@B8�(-'+>+48�20�*()*�.-/).+8�1;/(�210-*�1-�A;3:+3�57�*+68�1(+�21�0-*�4+̂;24+3�*-�5+�/->+4+3<�_+�.+)>+1�2*�;,�*-�*(+�.-/).+Z1A;3:+6+0*�-B�'()*�21�/-6+.7�̀�'(2/(�6+)01�/;1*-6�-4�:--3�*)1*+SabWcdef�ghiji�kji�lkmn�ohpmqR�ohko�RhXrst�ui�Rkpt�kuXro�ohpRv�uro�Xmi�Xw�ohi�wpjRoXmiR�pRf�chko�RhXrst�Rhi�tX�pm�k�sXxksi�yhiji�ohipj�zrtqilimo�pR�yhko�pR�xXlisn�pR�mXormpwXjlf�ohko�pRv�RXli�zrtqi�po�rmxXlisnv�kmt�XohijR�zrtqi�po�xXlisnS�chko�RhXrst�RhitX�ohiji{�|w�Rhi�tXiR�mXo�yikj�Xmiv�Rhi�ypss�ui�xXlisn�oX�RXliv�uro�rmxXlisn�oXXohijRS}~�d��f�ghi�xskpl�ohko�ohpR�yXjt�likmR�xrRoXlv�Xj�Rpl�sn�yhko�pR�qXXt�Xj��jX�ijokRoiv�126,.7�21�0-*�1-S�ghi�yXjt�ohko�pR�hiji�ojkmRskoit�xXlisn�k��ikjR�RiQim�opliR�pmohi�biy�giRoklimo�P�oS�UfT���T�}XjS�TTfTU��d�hS��fU��T�gplS��fT���opoS��fT���iuS��fT���f��Vv�uro�pR�bd�de�likmR�xrRoXl�Xj�qXXt�okRoi�pm�kmn�Xw�ohilS�|o�tiksR�ypoh�yhko�pRk��jX�jpkoi�Xj�wpoopmq�ukRit�r�Xm�ohi�mkorji�kmt�xhkjkxoij�Xw�ohi��ijRXm�Xj�ohpmqpmQXsQitS��Xj�i�kl�siv��iuS��fT��RknR�ohko�po��uixkli��Pohi�yXjt�ojkmRskoit��xXlisn�pm�T�}XjS�TTfTUS�|o�ykR�xXlisnV�wXj��Xt�oX�lk�i�}hjpRo��ijwixo�ohjXrqh�RrwwijpmqRS�XXt�okRoi�wXj��Xt�oX�tX�ohko���ji�XRoijXrRS��ro�po����ykR�xXlisn��k��jX�jpkoi�Xj�wpoopmq�wXj��Xt�oX�tX�ohko�uixkrRi�Xw�ohi�Qijn�mkorji�kmtxhkjkxoij�Xw��XtS��kooS�UfT��RknR�ohko�po��uixkli��Pohi�Rkli�yXjt�kR�ojkmRskoit�xXlisnpm�TTfTUS�|o�ykR�xXlisn�wXjV�}hjpRo�oX�wrswpss�kss�jpqhoiXrRmiRR�kmt�ui�uk�op�itS��XXtokRoi�Xj�xrRoXl{��auRrjtS��ro�po�ykR�k��jX�jpkoi�wXj��pl�uixkrRi�Xw�ohi�Qijn�mkorjikmt�xhkjkxoij�Xw�}hjpRoS�amt�sXX��ko�d�hS��fU�yhiji�wXjmpxkopXmv�rmxsikmmiRRv�kmtxXQioXrRmiRR�kji�Rkpt�oX�ui�ohpmqR�ohko�kji�mXo��uiwpoopmq��PRkli�yXjt�kR�ojkmRskoitxXlisn�pm�TTfTUVS�aji�wXjmpxkopXm�kmt�xXQioXrRmiRR�lijisn��XXj�okRoi�Xj�xrRoXl{�eptpxrsXrRS��imxiv�ohi�xskpl�ohko�ohi�yXjt��xXlisn��RhXyR�ohi��kRRkqi�pR�tikspmqypoh�qXXt�Xj��XXj�okRoi�Xj�xrRoXl�pR�k�wksRi�xskplS�}XlispmiRR�hkR�oX�tX�ypoh�yhko�pR
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'(()*()+',-�.'/-0�1(*2�,3-�2',1)-�'20�43')'4,-)�*5�,3-�(-)/*2�*)�,3+26�+27*87-09:+24-�;*<'2�+/�4)-',-0�5*)�<'2=�+/�,3-�68*)>�*5�<'2=�'20�<'2�+/�3-)�3-'0=�,3-4*7-)+26�*5�3-)�3-'0�+2�()'>-)�+/�'2�-?()-//+*2�*5�3-)�)-8',+*2/3+(�,*�<'2=�3-)�7-)>;*<'23**0=�@A*�,3-/-�5'4,/�BC�DEFGHFIJFH�)-K1+)-�'�;*<'2�,*�.-�4*7-)-0L�M-88=�;-0*�2*,�3'7-�,3-/-�5'4,/�<-)-8>�NBC�DEFGHFIJFHN9�M-�3'7-�,3-<�1/-0�.>�'2�+2/(+)-0'(*/,8-�,*�,-'43�3-)�,*�.-�4*7-)-09�O-24-=�5)*<�EPH�,-'43+26�'20�4*2481/+*2�.'/-0�*2*2�,3-/-�5'4,/=�/3-�*163,�,*�.-�4*7-)-09�Q3-�('//'6-�0*-/�2*,�<-2,+*2�41/,*<�+2�,3+/)-6')09R�'20�+,�+/�2*,�4*<-8>�5*)�*2-�*5�STUS�2',1)-�'20�43')'4,-)�,*�()'>�*,3-);+/-9�Q*0*�/*�+/�,*�)-V-4,�3-)�7-)>�;*<'23**0=�'20�2*,�V1/,�'�41/,*<9Q3-�+0-'�,3',�4*<-8+2-//�43'26-/�'/�41/,*<�43'26-/W�,3',�;3',�+/�4*<-8>�+2�*2-,+<-�'20�8*4'8-�<'>�2*,�.-�4*<-8>�+2�'�0+55-)-2,�,+<-�'20�8*4'8-�,3',�+0-'�3'/�/*<-6)'7-�4*2/-K1-24-/W9�X*<-8+2-//�+/�2*,�V1/,�'�<',,-)�*5�,'/,-=�'/�/*<-�(8'4-/�,3+2Y�';*<'2�+/�4*<-8>�+5�/3-�+/�(81<(�;3+8-�*,3-)�(8'4-/�,3+2Y�/3-�+/�4*<-8>�+5�/3-�+/�,3+2=5*)�,3-)-�')-�(8'4-/�,3',�,3+2Y�ZT[�\Z�]̂_[̀a�\b�ZT[�\Z�cUd[�bd̂_�ST[�eU\ZS�fgh�i44*)0+26�,*,3-�')61<-2,�;-�')-�4*2/+0-)+26�/3-�/3*1809�Q3+/�/3*;/�,3-�')61<-2,�+/�2*,�,)1-9:*<-�')61-�,3',�,3-�<*0-)2�/;+<j/1+,�+/�2*,�124*<-8>�*2�,3-�.-'43=�;3+8-�+,�<+63,.-�+2�,*;29�A*�>*1�)-'88>�.-8+-7-�,3',�;3',-7-)�'�8*4'8-�V106-/�,*�kl�Xmnlop�Mqookl�ioo�rqsOQ�tmr�QOl�X3)+/,+'2L�m)�0*�>*1�V1/,�.-8+-7-�,3',�+2�)-8',+*2�,*�,3-4*7-)+26L�q5�>*1�/'>=�,3-�/4)+(,1)-/�/'>�<*)-�'.*1,�0)-//�,3'2�V1/,�+,/�4*<-8+2-//=�,*,3+/�q�)-(8>=�NQ)1-�'20�,3-�/4)+(,1)-/�/'>�<*)-�'.*1,�,3-�4*7-)+26�,3'2�V1/,�+,/4*<-8+2-//9�Q3->�'8/*�<-2,+*2�3-'0/3+(=�4)-',+*2=�,3-�68*)>�*5�s*0�'2�'2jjuvj6-8/N9�w1/,�'/�;-�')-�2*,�,*�.-�6*7-)2-0�/*8-8>�.>�;3',�/*<-�(-*(8-�<+63,�V106-�,*�.-4*<-8>�'.*1,�;*<-2x/�0)-//=�/*�;-�')-�2*,�,*�.-�6*7-)2-0�/*8-8>�.>�;3',�/*<-(-*(8-�<+63,�V106-�,*�.-�4*<-8>�'.*1,�3-)�.-+26�4*7-)-09:*<-,+<-/�+,�+/�48'+<-0�,3',�y'18�-?(-4,-0�,3-�X*)+2,3+'2/�,*�V106-�3-)�124*<-8>�+5124*7-)-0�.-4'1/-�,3->�;-)-�+2�,3-�3'.+,�*5�/--+26�3-)�2*�*,3-)�;'>=�3-24-�,3+/�;'/�'41/,*<9�Q3+/�+/�(1)-8>�'2�'//-),+*2=�.1,�2*,�()**59�t*)�-?'<(8-=�q�'<�+2�,3-�3'.+,�*5/--+26�431)43-/�*5�X3)+/,�-',�,3-�o*)0x/�:1((-)�-7-)>�:120'>=�'20�q�3'7-�2-7-)�/--2,3-<�0*�+,�'2>�*,3-)�;'>9�A*-/�,3',�<-'2�,3',�/143�+/�'�41/,*<L�m5�4*1)/-�2*,9�y'18<+63,�;-88�3'7-�-?(-4,-0�,3-<�,*�V106-�3-)�124*<-8>=�.1,�,3',�0*-/�2*,�<-'2�,3',�3--?(-4,-0�+,�*2�,3-�.'/+/�*5�,3-+)�41/,*</9�q�4'2�,3+2Y�*5�/-7-)'8�)-'/*2/�*,3-)�,3'241/,*<�;3>�3-�<+63,�3'7-�,31/�-?(-4,-09�i6'+2=�,3+/�+/�V1/,�'2�'//-),+*2�.1,�2*�()**5;3',/*-7-)9�q,�<+63,�()*7-�eTUS�,3->�0+0=�.1,�+,�0*-/�2*,�()*7-�eTa�,3->�0+0�+,9�k1,;3-2�;-�3'7-�(*/+,+7-�+2/,)14,+*2/�,3',�/143�3'0�,*�0*�;+,3�4)-',+*2=�,3-�)-8',+*2/3+(.-,;--2�<'2�'20�;*<-2=�'26-8/z�;-�4'2�Y2*;�;3>�+,�*163,�,*�.-�0*2-�,*0'>z�7+{9Q3-�/'<-�)-'/*2/�,3',�y'18�6'7-=�'20�2*2-�*5�,3-<�;'/�N41/,*<N9mkwlXQqm|�|m9�}~���Uf̀�Z�fZ[�̂b�ST[�êd����������hh�h���ZT̂eZ�STUS�T[�\Z�Ugg[Ù\���Ŝ]fZŜ_��b̂d��USfd[�_[U�Z�]fZŜ_�\��ST\Z�gUZZU�[�i|:Mlr��Q3+/�+/�*5,-2�'//-),-0�.1,�2*,�>-,�()*7-09�Q3-�5'4,�+/=�,3-�;*)0�3-)-,)'2/8',-0�2',1)-�+/�2*,�-'/+8>�0-5+2-0�'20�8+<+,-0=�'20�4*2,-?,1'88>�+,�3'/�0+55-)-2,/3'0-/�*5�<-'2+269�q2�()**5�*5�,3+/=�V1/,�8**Y�',�,3-�5*88*;+26�+0-'/�*2�,3-�;*)0�+2�,3+/
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'())(*+,�-.(/�01(23+�)(4)�56�2+7+2)�68�98/(:;)�:(6<2(1�(=51564�68�*289�/82+�>(526>(:�(�/(:,�-2:.6�(:.�?5:*25@>�'<6�56�<:.+2A�BC,�DEFGHI�()�FJI�HIKGLEH�MEFGHEL�NHOIHB,P@Q:5*>6R�BSTUVWX�UXY�TZ[TS\TX]TB̂�_5:+R�B̀aT�STbcdUS�dUe�UXY�WSYTS�Wf�XÙcSTB̂�g>(4+2�(:.h.9(2.�i8=5:)8:�=86>�)(4R�BXÙ\jT�VTXVT�Wf�[SW[S\T̀k�l782�(�7<26>+2�.5)@<))58:�87�6>+)+698R�)++�=+189m,�n:�o5+9�87�)<@>�.5o+2)564R�56�)++/)�)8/+9>(6�(2=562(24�(:.'2+p<.5@+.�68�)+1+@6�p<)6�8:+�.+75:5658:�q876+:�56�5)�6>+�8:+rstr6>(6�5)�6>8<*>6�68�)(4�B@<)68/Bu�(:.�(@6�()�6>8<*>�:8�86>+2�5)�+o+:�)<**+)6+.,�n)�6>(62+(114�=+5:*�7(52v�P8)6�)(4�6>+�o+2)+�5)�)(45:*�)8/+6>5:*�153+A�Bn6;)�p<)6�XÙcSUd�6>(618:*�>(52�5)�(�*1824�68�(�98/(:R�=<6�(�)>(/+�68�(�/(:B,�w8�/<@>�)8�6>(6�56�5)�o526<(114<:5o+2)(1�782�98/+:�68�>(o+�18:*+2�>(52�6>(:�/+:,�g>+�'())(*+�@(11)�6>5)�7(@6R�8718:*+2�>(52�782�98/+:R�B:(6<2+BR�(:.�)(4)�6>(6�)<@>�6+(@>+)�6>(6�(�98/(:�956>�56�5)�(*1824�=+@(<)+�)>+�5)�@8o+2+.,�i+/+/=+2R�:(6<2+;)�6+(@>5:*�(=8<6�>(52�9()�:865:628.<@+.�68�TV̀Uxd\Va�6>+�'2(@65@+�87�(�98/(:;)�'2(45:*�956>�>+2�>+(.�@8o+2+.,i+o+1(658:�>(.�.8:+�6>(6�5:�o+2)+�yrzs,�{(6<2+;)�6+(@>5:*�(=8<6�>(52�q8:+�@8o+25:*u9()�6>+:�5:628.<@+.�5:�o+2)+�zy�68�]WXf\S|�(:.�\ddcV̀SÙT�2+o+1(658:;)�6+(@>5:*�(=8<66>+�86>+2�@8o+25:*,�}>(6�5)�56�6>(6�'28/'6)�)8�/(:4�'+8'1+�5:�)8�/(:4�'1(@+)�68�>(o+98/+:�956>�18:*+2�>(52�6>(:�/+:v�}>(6+o+2�56)�+~(@6�.+75:5658:�/(4�=+R�6>+��5=1+@(11)�56�B:(6<2+BR�(:.�)>89)�6>(6�656�@8:752/)�6>+�2+�<52+/+:6�782�>+2�68�=+�@8o+2+.�5:'2(4+2�()�(�25*>6�2+�<52+/+:6,w8/+65/+)�(�'(26�87�h.9(2.�i8=5:)8:;)�@8//+:6)�8:�6>5)�'())(*+�5)�:86+.�5:�(:+77826�68�'28o+�6>+�982.�62(:)1(6+.�:(6<2+�/+(:)�@<)68/,�n�(/�@8:o5:@+.�6>(6R�6(35:*(11�>+�)(4)�8:�6>+�'())(*+R�>+�:+56>+2�.+75:+)�6>+�982.�782�:(6<2+�68�/+(:�@<)68/�:82.8+)�>+�<)+�@<)68/�()�(�)4:8:4/,��+2+�5)�6>(6�'82658:�87�>5)��+~5@8:�6>(6�.+(1)�956>�z082,�zzAy,�qg>+�56(15@)�(2+�>5)uA��̀aT�XÙcST�87�(:4�'+2)8:�82�6>5:*R�6>+�:(6<2(1@8:)656<658:R�6>+�5::(6+�.5)'8)5658:�(:.��<(1565+),�(��7�'+2)8:)R�5:�(�/82(1�)+:)+R�6>+:(65o+�/8.+�87�6>5:35:*R�7++15:*R�(@65:*R�()�<:+:15*>6+:+.�=4�6>+�5:71<+:@+�87�.5o5:+62<6>�,�,�,�w'+@,�U�XÙcSUd�fTTd\Xb�87�.+@82</R�U�XÙ\jT�VTXVT�87�'28'25+64R�+,*,�5:�2+)'+@6�68:(658:(1�@<)68/)5:�9>5@>�8:+�5)�=82:�(:.�=28<*>6�<'̂�z�082,�zzR�zy�������D�����������YẀa�XẀ�kWcS�WeX�XÙcSUd�fTTd\XbV�̀TU]a�kWc��n6�9()�6>+�:(658:(1�@<)68/)�(/8:*6>+��+=2+9)�(:.�?2++3)R�782�/+:�68�9+(2�6>+�>(52�)>826R�(:.�98/+:�68�9+(2�56�18:*BR(:.�6>+:�>+�@56+)�6>+�'())(*+�782�>5)�@8//+:6)�(=8<6�>(52,��1+()+�:86+�6>+�7811895:*'85:6)A rs�rz,��5)�*+:+2(1�.+75:5658:�87�6>+�982.�5)�BXÙcSTB�5:�6>+�)+:)+�87�9>(6�5)�B:(6<2(1B�82B5::(6+B�q(:.�5::(6+�/+(:)�5:=82:u,�s,�w'+@575@(114�87�z�082,�zzR�>+�)(4)R�Bw'+@,�qg>(6�5)R)'+@5(114�5:�(�)'+@5(1�(:.�'(265@<1(2�)+:)+R����u�U�XÙcSUd�fTTd\Xb�87�.+@82</R�U�XÙ\jTVTXVT�87�'28'25+64B�{86+A�BXÙcSUd��(:.�BXÙ\jT��q}+=)6+2�)(4)�:(65o+�/+(:)�5:=82:u,�C,i8=5:)8:�(1)8�*5o+)�<)�>5)�62(:)1(658:)�87�o+2)+�zyR�BYẀa�XẀ�kWcS�WeX�XÙcSUd�fTTd\XbT̀U]a�kWc�B�h)'+@5(114�:865@+�6>(6�i8=5:)8:;)�62(:)1(658:�.8+)�{�g�)(4R�BYẀa�XẀ�kWcS�������̀TU]a�kWc���n:)6+(.�56�)(4)R�BYẀa�XẀ�kWcS�WeX�{-g�i-���hh�n{?w�6+(@>48<B,�n7�>+�6>8<*>6�8<2�982.�782�B:(6<2+B�/+(:)�B@<)68/BR�9>4�.5.�>+�:86�62(:)1(6+�56
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