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As sure as ever you believe on the Savior
and go to Him, you were predestinated to
do so from all eternity, and your faith is
the great mark and evidence that you are
chosen of God.—Charles Spurgeon
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THE GLORY OF GOD
LAURENCE A. JUSTICE

“And he said, 1 beseech thee, shew
me thy glory. And he said, 1 will
make all my goodness pass before
then, and I will proclaim the name of
the Lord before thee; and will be
gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will shew mercy on whom I will
shew mercy. And he said, thou canst
not see my face; for there shall no
man see me, and live. And the Lord
said, Behold, there is a place by me,
and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
And it shall come to pass, while my
glory passeth by, that I will put thee
in a clift of the rock and will cover
thee with my hand while I pass by:
And I will take away mine hand, and
thou shalt see my back parts; but my
face shall not be seen.” Exodus
33:18-23

God’s word speaks again and
again of the glory of God. What does
God’s word mean by the glory of
God? Ps 29:9 says that “In his tem-
ple doth everyone speak of his

glory” What is this glory that David
says everyone speaks of in the tem-
ple? Isaiah 6:3 says, “The whole earth
is full of his glory” What is this
glory that the earth is said to be full
of here? When Stephen had preached
to the Sanhedrin and they gnashed
their teeth in reaction to his sermon,
Acts 7:55 says that Stephen “...
looked up steadfastly into heaven
and saw the glory of God...” What
was it that Stephen saw here? We
often pray in our services as well as
in private that God will get all the
glory. What is it that we wish God to
get when we pray thus? In verse 18
of our text Moses prayed to God,
“show me thy
glory” What
exactly was it
that ~ Moses
was  praying

for God to
show him
here?




WHAT Is GOD’S GLORY?

God’s glory is the manifestation
of his excellencies. God’s glory is his
perfections made known. God’s glory
is what he is in himself, the sum total
of his excellencies made known, re-
vealed, made manifest!

God’s glory and God’s name
often mean the same thing in the
scriptures. God’s name refers to what
God is; his character, his perfections.
The many different names of God in
scripture;  Elohim, Jehovah-Nissi,
Jehovah Sabbaoth, etc., reveal differ-
ent aspects or different perfections of
God’s being. When Moses asked
God to show him his glory, God an-
swered in verse 19 of our text: “I will
make all my goodness pass before
thee and I will proclaim the name of
the Lord before thee...” Psalm
102:15 uses God’s name and God’s
glory to mean basically the same
thing. “So the heathen shall fear the
name of the LORD and all the
kings of the earth thy glory.”

God’s glory then is his perfec-
tions made known or revealed. God’s
answer to Moses’ request of “show
me thy glory” was, in verse 19, “I
will make all my goodness pass be-
fore thee.” God’s goodness is one of
his perfections and God told Moses
here that he would reveal his good-
ness to him.
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God’s sovereignty is also one of
his perfections and he says in verse
19 in reply to Moses’ request, I “will
be gracious to whom I will be gra-
cious and will show mercy on whom
I will show mercy.” To deny God’s
sovereignty in salvation or in any
other area is to take away from God’s
glory because God’s sovereignty is
one of his perfections which he has
made known in his word. Most peo-
ple today serve a God who is under
some obligation to his creatures, a
God who is bound to treat them all
alike. But to glorify God is to recog-
nize this petrfection of his character,
that he is the supreme governor of all
things who does as he pleases in all
things including the matter of salva-
tion!

God’s glory also involves the
manifestation of his power. 2 Thessa-
lonians 1:9 speaks of “the glory of
his power” In the Exodus 10, after
promising Moses and Israel that he
would feed them with manna from
heaven, God said in verse 7, “and in
the morning ye shall see the glory of
the LORD...” God was saying that
in the morning he would miracu-
lously send the manna and when he
did, they would see his glory, they
would see his miraculous power dis-
played or made manifest. Psalm 24:8
speaks of God’s power as being a
perfection which is involved in his
glory when it asks, “Who is the King
of glory?” and then it answers its
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As there is nothing but the pure glory of God that can
make a man perfectly and fully happy, so there is
nothing but the pure wrath of God that can make a
man fully and perfectly miserable.
—Thomas Brooks

(Justice: continued from page 7)
and glory to God? Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore ye
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

Unregenerate men do not see the glory of God in Jesus Christ. To all
unbelievers, Christ is Jchabod, where is the glory? Unbelievers see neither
form nor comeliness in Christ that they should desire him. An unsaved pet-
son is bored when his mind is turned to the glory of Christ. Do you have
any desire to see the glory of God in Chrisf

One of the greatest privileges a Christian has, both now and in eternity in
the future, is beholding the glory of God in Jesus Christ. Every Christian, like
Moses, desires for the Lord to “show me thy glory.”

In this life we see the glory of God by faith. We do not see it with our
physical eyes but by faith. And faith cometh by hearing and not by the sight
of the physical eye. Here we walk by faith and not by sight, Paul says in 2 Co-
rinthians 5:7. Have you ever seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ?
Has God ever revealed to you his glories in Jesus Christ?

In eternity in the future, we will see Christ’s glory with our resurrected,
glorified, physical eyes. No longer will we see through a glass darkly but then
we will see face to face.

But no one who has not first seen Christ and his glory here by faith will
ever see Christ’s glory by sight in eternity, at least not for his own good. The
only way that person will see the glory of Christ in eternity will be to see him
in the glory of the awful, majestic, holy and righteous judgment at the great
white throne when the righteous Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ, will cast sin-
ners into the flames of eternal hell. +
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God that Paul sees he is held accountable to obey. Listen to his description of
the weight of that and find parallels between his words and those of the long-
before Psalmist:

Rom 7:21-24 “I find then a law, that, when I would do good,
evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after
the inward man: But I see another law in my members, war-
ring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captiv-
ity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?”

With clarity not given in the days before, Paul confirms that this new
creature in Christ finds within him a burning desire for, a delight in, the law
of God in the inward man. And we can by extension apply this to all who
know the Savior and have, like Paul and Peter, come to have this like precious
faith in Christ and the new nature, the new man, that is ours by the new birth.
All who are His now delight in the law of God. We, too, can find in the stat-
utes, testimonies, precepts, judgments, and commandments of the Old Testa-
ment law that which thrills us and challenges us. More, we find in our Lord’s
teachings as recorded in the Gospels the very same things that give us even
more reason to love Him and serve Him. We hear Him tell us that wise men
hear and obey all that He instructs.

Mat 7:24-27 “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended,
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And
every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it.”

My challenge and yours is to evaluate how we measure up to the Psalmist
of Psalm 119 and to Paul in Romans 7. If we do not have in a measure these
same longings, heartaches, and joys, how can we say in good conscience that
we know Him at all? How is it with me? How is it with you? +
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own question, “the LORD strong
and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle.”

God’s glory includes his right-
eousness. This is what Paul has refer-
ence to in Romans 3:23 when he
says, “For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.” That is,
all men have come short of the mani-
fested perfection of God’s character,
his righteousness particularly. Any
and all of God’s manifested perfec-
tions are involved in what God’s
word calls his glory.

The thought of light or bright-
ness is also often related in the scrip-
tures to the glory of God. Exodus
24:16-17 describes the glory of God
as being like devouring fire. “And the
glory of the Lord abode upon Mount
Sinai and the cloud covered it six
days: and the seventh day he called
unto Moses out of the midst of the
cloud and the sight of the glory of
the Lord was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of
the children of Israel.” Ezekiel 43:2
says, “And behold the glory of the
God of Israel came from the way of
the east and his voice was like a noise
of many waters and the earth shined
with his glory.”” Luke 2:9 is speaking
of the angel appearing to the shep-
herds for the purpose of announcing
the birth of Christ when it says, “And
Lo the angel of the Lord came upon
them and the glory of the Lord

shown round about them and they
were sore afraid.” In Acts 22:11, the
apostle Paul is describing how the
Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him on
the road to Damascus when he was
saved. Here Paul saw the glory of
Christ. “And when I could not see
for the glory of that light being led
by the hand of them that were with
me, I came into Damascus.” In our
text God hid Moses in the cleft of
the rock in order to protect him from
the dazzling light and devouring fire
of his glory.

Still another thing involved in
God’s glory is the matter of praise
and honor. Glory and praise mean
the same thing many times in the
scripture. Psalm 22:23 says, “Ye who
fear the Lord, praise him: all ye the
seed of Jacob glorify him...” And
Isaiah 42:8 says, “I am the Lord, that
is my name: and my glory will I not
give to another neither my praise to
graven images.” God says in Psalm
50:23 that “whoso offereth praise
glorifieth me.”

One other thing we need to note
in secking to define just what God’s
glory is, is the fact that heaven itself,
the place where God and all his per-
fections are openly manifested, is
sometimes referred to in scripture as
God’s gloty. Paul says for example in
1 Timothy 3:16, “And without con-
troversy great is the mystery of God-
liness: God was manifest in the flesh,
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justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into
glory,” glory referring to heaven
where God is.

WHERE CAN GOD’S GLORY
BE SEEN?

Where are his perfections made
manifest? God’s glory is seen, first of
all, in his creation. God’s wisdom,
God’s power, God’s greatness are
surely to be seen as we look around
us at his creation. Psalm 19:1 says,
“The heavens declare the glory of
God and the firmament showeth his
handiwork! Isaiah 6:3 says, “The
whole earth is full of his glory. In
Romans 1:19-20, Paul shows that the
Gentiles who did not have the gospel
preached unto them were, neverthe-
less, justly exposed to the wrath of
God because, while they possessed
an adequate knowledge of God
through the things created by him,
they did not honor and give thanks
to him! “Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in them:
for God hath shewed it unto them.
For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are cleatly
seen being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead: so that they

>

are without excuse...” Creation

makes manifest God’s power and
Godhead, thus God’s glory can be
seen in creation.
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God’s glory can also be seen in
his providence, his continual catre
which he exercises over his creation.
Psalm 145:9-17 tells us of God’s
providence and how it makes mani-
fest the perfections of God. “The
LORD is good to all and his tender
mercies are over all his works... (vs.
5) “They shall speak of the GLORY
of thy kingdom and talk of thy
POWER to make known to the sons
of men his mighty acts and the glo-
rious majesty of his kingdom...(vs.
16) thou openest thine hand and sat-
isfieth the desire of every living thing.
The Lord is righteous in all his
ways and holy in all his works.” In
God’s providential care for his crea-
tion, we see his goodness, his tender
mercies, his power, his righteousness,
his glory.

God’s glory can even be seen in
hell because in the fact of hell God’s
holiness is manifested. Hell makes
manifest God’s perfect hatred of sin
which is an essential part of his holi-
ness. Hell makes manifest God’s per-
fect justice in that those who sin
against God will certainly and un-
avoidably be punished, with a pun-
ishment that fits the awfulness of
their crimes.

I could mention many things in
which God’s glory can be seen. But
far and away the greatest expression
of God’s glory is to be found in his
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. In Isaiah
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tance but now they are emboldened to draw close to him to do him harm. He
notes that the counterbalance to the attack is a nearness of the LORD and an
assurance that all His commandments are truth.

The Psalmist had at his disposal all that God had revealed at the time.
The law was complete, prophets had already spoken but not all of them, and
the Psalms were under development. What God had communicated had been
preserved and it was a treasure to him. He distinguishes between statutes,
testimonies, precepts, judgments, commandments and puts them all on equal
footing as profitable and highly desirable. The categories incline one to think
that he spent most of his time with the law portion of what God had revealed
and preserved.

He cleatly sees some things not grasped by many. For example, he under-
stands that it is the very best for him to esteem the Word of God highly and
that if he did it would manifest itself in harmony between its commands, his
longings, and his behavior. He often bemoans how far short he falls in both
areas: desire and conduct. Because of this the Psalmist is tempered by humil-
ity, a grace that so few Bible lovers seem to have.

I wonder at such a man at such a time as his. How could he have loved
so deeply that which is off-putting to so many? While we often see the list of
thou shalt’s and thou shalt not’s or the intricacies of sacrifices, priesthood and
timing and plow through them to say we have read them, this man saw rich-
ness in every detail, fell in love with them, and was able to make personal ap-
plication. When the law forbade him from anything he groaned when he did
that which it condemned. When it testified of the nature of God as holy
(greatly emphasized), merciful, loving kind, and good, he experienced a soul
feeding that he could visit and revisit to his benefit.

Is such a man a solely Old Testament phenomena? No. The great Apos-
tle to the Gentiles unburdens to his readers his inner struggles. The man
whom God chose to take us to places in doctrinal matters that no other New
Testament writer was privileged to write speaks of his own desires and fail-
ures. What is that around which his angst revolves? None other than the law
of God. And now, Paul has the Mosaic law and the Royal Law, that is the
laws of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords as revealed in the Sermon on
the Mount and elsewhere in the New Testament. It is the totality of the law of
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THE PSALMIST OF PSALM 119 AND ME
EDDIE COLLEY

Psa 119:145-152 “I cried with [my] whole heart; hear me, O
LORD: I will keep thy statutes. I cried unto thee; save me,
and I shall keep thy testimonies. I prevented the dawning of
the morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word. Mine eyes pre-
vent the [night] watches, that I might meditate in thy word.
Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness: O LORD,
quicken me according to thy judgment. They draw nigh that
follow after mischief: they are far from thy law. Thou [art]
near, O LORD; and all thy commandments [ate| truth. Con-
cerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that thou hast
founded them for ever.”

As with most of my Bible, the longer I live and walk with Him as a Chris-
tian the more I appreciate the richness and value of His Word. The Psalm, a
portion of which is here referenced, is segmented, and likely written with
memorization in mind. The above eight verses come under the heading
KOPH. The brief sections in the Psalm are fertile ground for reading, re-
reading, thinking, praying, wondering, questioning, confirming and more.

I find in the Psalm one who is passionate, able to feel deeply, concerned
about his soul, and aware of those who do not think like he does. His passion
is the Word of God and all the things about the Psalmist that are revealed
here all center in it.

He dwells more on his heart and soul health
than those who are opposed to him. Yet, he pours
out in his supplication that the wicked draw nigh
with evil intentions. Among the many definitions
of the wicked found in the Psalms, he labels them
as those that are “far from thy law”. They draw
nigh to the Psalmist and we can safely assume that
their hearts are intent on violating the second, like
unto the first, commandment: “Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself”. They have been at a dis-
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42:8, God says, “I am the Lord: that
is my name: and my glory will I not
give to another...” God will not

share his glory with anyone outside
of himself.

God has chosen to make mani-
fest his perfections, to exhibit his
glory to the fullest in Jesus Christ
who is not someone outside of him-
self, but is God the Son, the Second
Person of the Divine Trinity. In our
text Moses prayed, “Show me thy
Zlory” but God said to him in verse
20, “Thou canst not see my face: for
there shall no man see me and live.”
But we see God’s glory in his Son
Jesus Christ. John says in John 1:18,
“No man hath seen God at any time:
the only begotten Son who is in the
bosom of the Father he hath de-
clared him” or led him forth or
made him known.

God would not show Moses his
face, he would not give him a full and
open view of his glory. But we see
the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:6,
“For God who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness hath shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ” So God’s
glory is exhibited to us in his Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. John is speaking of
Christ when he says in John 1:14,
“And we (the disciples) beheld (or
saw) his glory, the glory as of the

only begotten of the father, full of
grace and truth. In 1 Corinthians 2:8,
Paul calls Christ Jesus, “the Lord of
glory” Again in 1 Corinthians 1:24,
Paul says, “Christ, the wisdom of
God and the power of God.”

How do we see God’s glory in
Christ? We see God’s perfections
made manifest in Christ and thus we
see his glory. In Christ’s mighty
works and miracles we see the glory
of God, we see God’s power and
wisdom and mercy and goodness
made manifest. When Mary and Mar-
tha sent word to the Lord that his
friend Lazarus was ill, the Lord Jesus
said in John 11:4, “This sickness is...
for the glory of God...”
verse 40 after Lazarus had died and
the Lord stood at the grave with the
mourners, he said to Martha, “Said 1

then in

not unto thee that if thou wouldest
believe thou shouldest see the glory
of God?” The Lord then proceeded
by his mighty power to raise Lazarus
from the dead, God’s glory was seen
in Christ when his power was mani-
fested in his raising Lazarus.

God’s glory is seen in the vicari-
ous suffering and death of Jesus
Christ. God’s petfections are no-
where more fully manifested than in
the substitutionary suffering and
death of Christ. God’s petfect justice
is seen here because the only thing
that could satisty it was the precious
blood of his own dear Son and that
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was the price that was actually paid.

God’s holiness is made manifest
in the death of Christ. Never did
God so manifest his perfect hatred
for sin as in the death of his only be-
gotten Son for sin on Calvary’s cross.

God’s grace is made manifest in
Christ’s death in that though all men
are sinners and deserve only eternal
suffering and death in hell, Christ
came in the room and in the stead
and in the place of his people and
took their guilt and their sin and paid
the price and accomplished their re-
demption. Oh what grace!

God’s glory is also seen in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
grave. God’s power to resurrect the
dead, to quicken and give life to
them, is seen in his raising of Christ.
Paul says in Rom. 6:4, “Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into
death that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the
Father even so we also should walk
in newness of life.”

You recall that light or brightness
are often associated with God’s glory
in the scriptures. In Hebrews 1:3,
Paul calls Christ, “The brightness of
God’s glory” And in 2 Corinthians
4:4, Paul tells us that the glory of
God shines in the gospel of Jesus
Christ. “But if our Gospel be hid it is
hid to them that are lost: in whom
the God of this world hath blinded
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the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ who is the image of God
should shine unto them.”

God’s glory will also be seen one
day in the return of Christ to this
earth. The Lord himself says in Mat-
thew 24:30, “...they shall see the son
of man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.”
Paul speaks in Titus 2:13 of “Looking
for that blessed hope and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ...” Brother,
in that day we’re going to get a view
of God’s glory in Christ that no one
has ever yet seen! All his excellencies
will be manifested to us as never be-
fore. Who knows what all this could
possibly involver

The writer of the hymn One Day
speaks of this coming sight of
Christ’s glory when he says,

One day the trumpet will sound
for his coming

One day the skies with his glo-
ries will shine

Wondertful day my beloved ones
bringing

Glorious Savior, this Jesus is
mine

Living he loved me, dying he
saved me,

Buried he carried my sins far
away

Rising he justified freely forever
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Victory Baptist Church — Pastor Josh Sommer
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Laurence Justice, Tim Scott, J.C. Settlemoir,
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Music: David Howard
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Pastor Sommer—816-663-3081

Election can only be known by its fruits. The elect of God
can only be discerned from those who are not elect by their
faith and life. We cannot climb up into the secret of God’s
eternal counsels. We cannot read the Book of Life. The fruits
of the Spirit, seen and manifested in a man’s conversation, are
the only grounds on which we can ascertain that he is
one of God’s elect. Where the marks of God’s elect
can be seen, there, and there only, have we any
warrant for saying, “This Is one of the elect”
...Just so it is with God’s election. The
eternal decree we cannot possibly
see. But the result of that decree
cannot be hidden.
—]J.C. Ryle
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“rightly divide the word of truth”
and they know they must study and
learn in order to do so. We must
never forget an important part of the
command to the Lord’s churches is
to teach those who have been made
disciples, Matthew 28:19-20. And
one of the wonderful things about
teaching these men is that this teach-
ing goes far beyond these individual
men. As the men grow in both grace
and knowledge, they are able to go
back to their home villages and
churches and pass on to others the
things they have learned, II Timothy
2:2. Bro. Brown and Bro. Villandry
continue to visit as many villages as
possible. But the number of villages
two men can go to is very limited.
But by teaching these two groups of
men in these two locations, what is
being faithfully taught is reaching far
more villages than two men could
possibly reach. This seems to be the
biblical approach to mission work:
Go to as many as you possibly can,
and also teach faithful men who shall
be able to teach others also.

We are very thankful for the
Lord’s blessings in this work. We
know that of ourselves we are noth-
ing and can do nothing. But we also
know we can do all things through
Christ and the blessings of our God.
We realize our dependence upon our

God and we are thankful for His
guidance and leadership in all things.
As there seems to always be opposi-
tion and even persecution involved
in the Lord’s work, no matter where
it might be, please join with us in
praying the Word of the Lord will
have free course among the villages
and peoples of northern Thailand
and throughout the world. Our
prayer is that our God will always be
glorified and Jesus Christ will always
have the preeminence in all things.

Post Script: After writing the
above report, I have spoken with
Bro. Matt Villandry. He informed me
that the number of cases of the
Covid-19 virus have spiked in Thai-
land. The Thai government has re-
sumed placing very strict restrictions
on all activities within the country.
Now, there can be no motre than ten
people meeting together. All outside
activity is very limited and discout-
aged. There is now a fine of up to
20,000 baht for anyone not weating a
mask. This amount equals about
$650.00. Most all of the mountain
villages are once again in quarantine.
Of course, all of these things will
certainly restrict the movement and
ministries of both Bro. Villandry and
Bro. Brown. Please join with us in
making these things an object of
prayer.

We are thankful for the Lord’s blessings in this work.
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One day he’s coming
O Glorious Day!

Julia Ward Howe’s so-called Bar-
tle Hymn of the Republic which the
Northern armies sang as they burned
Georgia, begins with the words,
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the
coming of the Lord.” But friends
Jesus Christ did not return in glory
during that awful War Between the
States! The glory of Christ’s coming
is yet future! Even beyond Christ’s
glorious second coming, the occupa-
tion of the saints in heaven will be
beholding the glory of Christ. It will
not be the mansions nor the founda-
tions made out of precious stones
nor the gates of solid pearl, it will not
be the streets of pure gold as it were
transparent glass which will occupy
the saints in heaven, but zhe glory of
the Lamb! Revelation 21:10-11, 23,
22:5. Christ himself prayed for this in
his great intercessory prayer in John
17. In verse 24 he said, “Father I will
that they also whom thou hast given
me be with me where I am that they
may behold my glory” Yes, the
greatest, the ultimate expression of
the glory of God is to be seen in Je-
sus Christ!

WHAT APPLICATION OF THE FACT
OF GOD’S GLORY CAN BE MADE
To OUR EVERYDAY LIVES?

First of all God’s word teaches
us that we are responsible to praise
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God for his glory. Chatles
Spurgeon’s great catechism points
out from God’s word that “Man’s
chief end is to glorify God and to
enjoy him forever.” The very pur-
pose of our creation is that we might
glorify God or bring praise and
honor to him for what he is. Psalm
29:2 commands us to “give unto the
Lord the glory due unto his name.”
Praise is involved here. But we are
not just to praise and glorify God
with our lips. We are also to bring
praise to his glory, we are to make
manifest to others the glory of God
in the way we live and the things we
do. Our personal habits, our dress,
our home life, all of our conduct
should be done for the purpose of
glorifying God, bringing the attention
of others to the perfections of God.

Let me ask a question or two.
Does your home life bring glory to
God? Does it show the world what
peace and tranquility and happiness
God can bring to a home? And what
about your dress? Does the modesty
and sobriety and cleanliness and
good taste of your dress bring the
attention of others to the purity and
holiness of God and the difference
that God makes in one’s values?
Does it bring praise and honor to the
glory of God? Does your smoking
hinder your reception by others to
whom you seek to witness for Christ?
Or does it bring praise and honor

(Justice: continued on page 15)
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“Yea, so have I strived to preach
the gospel, not where Christ was
named, lest I should build upon an-
other man’s foundation: But as it is
written, To whom he was not spoken
of, they shall see: and they that have
not heard shall understand,” Romans
15:20-21.

“To preach the gospel in the re-
gions beyond you, and not to boast
in another man’s line of things made
ready to our hand,” II Corinthians
10:16.

Much of the Thailand mission
work could be summed up in the
above words, as both of these pas-
sages center around the preaching of
the gospel. Our desire is that the
preaching of the gospel of Jesus
Christ will always be at the forefront
of our work in Thailand. True God
sent missionaries, whoever they
might be and wherever they might
be, should never forget why they are
there: to proclaim the gospel of Jesus
Christ! Satan has many devises in-
tended to distract missionaries from
their main purpose, but a mark of a
true God-called missionary is that he
will stay the course and remain faith-
tul to his calling.

The above passages also speak of
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the preaching of the gospel to those
who have never heard. In our mis-
sion work in Thailand, these can be
divided into at least two separate
categories. There are still some in the
mountains of northern Thailand who
have never heard the name of Jesus
Christ and thereby have never heard
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

There is also another group in
Thailand. There are those who have
heard the name of Jesus Christ, but
the “gospel” they have heard con-
cerning Him is a perverted gospel
and not the true gospel as revealed in
the Word of God. The “gospel” they
have heard is what the Apostle Paul
referred to in Galatians 1:6 as
“another gospel”.

The need in one of these groups
is just as great as the need in the
other. I have often wondered if a
perverted gospel of Jesus Christ is
not  worse
than never
even hearing
of Jesus
Christ. But 1
do know the
need is great
whatever
the circum-
stances may
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be and I am thankful that through
this mission work this need is being
met in many places and among
many people. I am thankful we have
Bro. Villandry and Bro. Brown in
Thailand; men, as well as their fami-
lies, who have dedicated their lives
to the furtherance of the gospel.
Whether it is to those who have
never heard or to those who have
been led into gross errors, the gos-
pel of the grace of God is faithfully
being both taught and preached “in
the regions beyond” and for this we
are thankful.

Since Bro. Villandry and his
family arrived in Thailand, the Lotd,
through His wonderful providence,
has caused the work there to ex-
pand. While our original plans were
for Bro. Villandry and Bro. Brown
to work out of the same location,
these were not God’s plans. God’s
plans were for them to work to-
gether, but not necessarily in the
same place. Now, Bro. Paul Brown
is working in one area and Bro. Vil-
landry is working in another. In a
sense, they are still working to-
gether, but still, they are working in
separate locations.

Working out of these two loca-
tions is allowing them to reach
many more people than our plans
would have allowed. And once again
we learn the important lesson;
God’s ways are not our ways and
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His thoughts are not our thoughts.
We are thankful for the knowledge,
from both the Word of God and
practical experience, that God still
works all things after the counsel of
His own will. This is very evident in
His work in Thailand and with the
work of both Bro. Brown and Bro.
Villandry. The Lord’s will is not al-
ways easy to discern but He makes it
known through His providence. This
is just another reason we should al-
ways have the mindset; “not my will
but Thy will be done.”

In both locations pastors are
being systematically taught the Word
of God. This is a vital part of our
work in Thailand. Over the years
churches have been established in
various villages and God has called
men to preach His Word. But in or-
der to rightly preach God’s Word,
those called of God must have a
knowledge of the Word of God. The
Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth,” II Timothy 2:15.
I have always found it very interest-
ing that Paul told Timothy to study
in the above text before he told him
to “preach the word” in II Timothy
4:2.

The men who are coming to
Bro. Villandry and Bro. Brown for
Bible study have a sincere desire to
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