
Page 16 July 2016  

N
o
n

-p
ro

fi
t 

O
rg

. 
P

re
so

rt
ed

 S
ta

n
d

a
rd

 
U

S
 P

o
st

a
ge

 P
a

id
 

G
re

n
a

d
a

, M
S

 3
89

0
1 

 
P

er
m

it
 N

o
. 
8

7
6

 

T
h

e 
G

ra
ce

 P
ro

cl
a

m
a

to
r 

&
 P

ro
m

u
lg

a
to

r 
P

O
 B

o
x

 8
7

6
 

G
re

n
a

d
a

, 
M

S
  
3

89
0

2-
0

8
7

6
 

 A
d

d
re

ss
 C

o
rr

ec
ti

o
n

 R
eq

u
es

te
d

 

The Grace Proclamator and Promul-
gator (USPS Standard Mail Permit 
Number 876) is published monthly 
(subscription free) by the Central 
Baptist Church, PO Box 876, Gre-
nada, MS. Postage paid at Grenada, 
MS 38902. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to The Grace Proclamator and Prom-
ulgator PO Box 876, Grenada, MS  
38901-0876 

Editor: Pastor Bill Lee 
Assistant Editor: Laurence A. Justice 

centralbaptistgrenada@outlook.com 

PLANNING TO MOVE? 
If at all possible, please notify us 
three weeks in advance of your 
change of address so that we may 
keep your paper coming. It costs 
approximately 49 cents to get your 
new address from the Postal Service 
and that may take long enough that 
two papers are returned at a cost of 
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 For in that he died, he died 
unto sin once: but in that he liveth, 
he liveth unto God. Ro 6:10. 
 
 While I do not like to dif-
fer with men who are so far above 
me in talents and experience, yet I 
cannot do otherwise in this case. 
Some teach Christ died spiritually 
before He died physically. They say 
Christ died two deaths! 
This view is found in 
various writers. Below I 
append some of those 
who espouse this posi-
tion. 
 
 John Calvin. “If 
Christ had died only a 
bodily death, it would 
have been ineffectual. 
No – it was expedient at the same 
time for him to undergo the sever-
ity of God’s vengeance, to appease 
his wrath and satisfy his just judg-
ment.” [Calvin. Institutes, Book II. 
Ch. 16. 10. p. 515. Westminster.]. 

 B. H. Carroll. For three 
hours that darkness lasted; and 
there was death silence. About the 
ninth hour, which would be three 
o’clock, the silence was broken, and 
we have the fourth voice of Jesus; 
‘My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? Physical death is the 
separation of the soul from the 
body, and spiritual death is the 

separation of the soul 
from God. So just before 
that darkness passed away, 
closing the ninth hour, 
Christ died the spiritual 
death. [BHC. Int. Eng. 
Bible. XI, 393]. J.R. 
Graves: The penalty then 
pronounced upon Adam 
was spiritual death—the 
separation of man from 

his God. This was the penalty our 
Redeemer had to suffer for us, with 
all its inconceivable horrors, and 
was not his soul passing under this 
eclipse when he cried, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken 
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me?” [Graves. Seven Disp. P.71] 
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown: “…in his 
death—Hebrew, “deaths.” … The 
plural, “deaths,” intensifies the 
force; as Adam by sin “dying 
died” (Ge 2:17, Margin); that is, 
incurred death, physical and spiri-
tual. So Messiah, His substitute, 
endured death in both senses; spiri-
tual, during His temporary aban-
donment by the Father; physical, 
when He gave up the ghost.” [JFB. 
Com. Is 53:9]. E.W. Kenyon: Jesus 
died twice on the cross. I knew this 
for many years, but I had no scrip-
tural evidence of it. One day I dis-
covered Isaiah 53:9, the answer to 
my long search. “And they made 
his grave with the wicked, and with 
a rich man in his deaths.” The word 
“death” is plural in the Hebrew. 
[https://www.facebook.com/perma 
link.php?id=156979781038413&story 
_fbid=842998379103213]. Hank 
Hanegraaff refers to several others 
who hold this view: Somewhere 
between the time He [Jesus] was 
nailed to the cross and when He 
was in the Garden of Geth-
semane—somewhere in there—He 
died spiritually. Personally, I believe 
it was while He was in the garden. 
[Frederick K.C. Price, Quoted by 
Hanegraaff. Christianity in Crisis, 
157].  
 
 Did Christ die spiritually?  
Did He die twice? We examine this 

subject.  
 

NO SCRIPTURE SAYS CHRIST 
DIED SPIRITUALLY 

 
 The first question we ask 
when men tell us that Christ died 
spiritually, is, where is the Scripture 
which teaches this? Just saying it 
does not make it so.  None of these 
men quoted give any Scripture to 
prove their theory. They arrive at 
their position by assuming it is a fact. 
But how do they know it is true? If 
Scripture does not reveal it, then it 
is just a theory and theory cannot 
establish doctrine. We do not be-
lieve Scripture teaches this proposi-
tion and our reasons follow. Next 
we define spiritual death. 
 

SPIRITUAL DEATH DEFINED 
 
 A. H. Strong says: In spiri-
tual death there is, Negatively, the 
loss of man’s moral likeness to 
God, or that underlying tendency of 
his whole nature toward God which 
constituted his original righteous-
ness. b. Positively, the depraving of 
all those powers which, in their 
united actions…or, in other words, 
the blinding of his intellect, the cor-
ruption of his affections, and the 
enslavement of his will. [Strong. 
SST. 591] Again, Strong says: Death 
of the soul which consists in its 
separation from God… Ge 2:17; 
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 We  run  into  all  sorts  of 
needs in the villages, some we can 
help with and some we cannot. In 
the village of Pa Tong Eh there is a 
small  church that has been there 
since 1998. In this church there is a 
man who has only one leg. Several 
years ago he had stepped on a land 
mine and one of his legs was blown 
off.  He  was  making  do  with  a 
crutch that certainly did not fit him 
and was doing harm to his back. We 
were able to buy this man a set of 
aluminum crutches and send them 
back to him. This may seem like a 
small, insignificant thing to some, 
but it is life changing for this faith-
ful member of this church. While 
we were  in  this  same village  we 
were informed that  because of  a 
very severe drought their corn crop 
had completely failed. This meant 
they would not even have seed corn 
to plant their next crop. We were 
more than glad to help them in the 
purchase of seed corn. I mention 
these two “small things” just to say, 
there is more to mission work than 
just the preaching of the gospel. In 
the past I have been criticized for 
doing such things as this, but such 
foolish criticism will not deter me 
nor Bro. Paul from helping  those in 
need. I believe James in his writings 
tells us, if a brother or a sister has a 
need, we should seek to fill  that 
need or else be of no profit. 

 One of the unique aspects 
of this trip was our going into Laos. 
As you know, Laos is a communist 
country which is no friend of Chris-
tianity. But, with only a little diffi-
culty, we were able to gain entrance 
into the country. There are six pas-
tors from Laos who have been at-
tending  Bro.  Paul’s  teaching  ses-
sions  and  they  had  asked  us  to 
come and visit them. These young 
men seem to be doing a great work 
among the people in Laos and I 
would encourage you to remember 
these in your prayers.  The ladies 
from these  several  churches  had 
prepared a meal for us and one of 
their main dishes was monkey stew. 
They spent some time in informing 
us just how special and delicious 
was this monkey stew. Ricky sam-
pled this delicacy , but the rest of us 
were content with other food they 
had prepared. 
 
 In future reports I will re-
late more of the happenings on this 
latest  trip.  But  for  now,  let  me 
thank all  of  those who faithfully 
help us in this work of the Lord 
with you prayers and financial sup-
port.  And I  will  close by simply 
stating, “The churches of Asia sa-
lute you”. 
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mountains and jungles of northern 
Thailand. We have in the past been 
to many remote places, but on this 
trip we went even deeper and far-
ther than we have ever gone. We 
went to some villages none of us 
had ever been to before. The peo-
ple in these villages had heard of 
Bro. Paul and his work and had 
asked us to come to their village. 
This we willingly did and although 
the way was long and treacherous, 
it was certainly as much of a bless-
ing for us as it seemed to be for the 
villagers. 
 
 In one of these villages I 
was asked a question I had never 
been asked before. We were meet-
ing in a small bamboo hut with a 
dirt floor with maybe twenty people 
present. They have no chairs, there-
fore they were all sitting on the dirt 
floor. As we met with them for this 
first time, they informed us they 
were Christians and that they met 
regularly on Sundays in this small 
bamboo building.  As one of the 
men spake, he said “Will you tell us 
how to worship? We know Jesus 
Christ as our Savior. We do trust in 
Him. But no one has ever told us 
how to worship Him.” 
 
 I had already noticed they 
had a table, with two small vases on 
it. This reminded me of how Bud-
dhist and Animist burn incense in 

their forms of worship. On the wall 
was a “picture” of Jesus and a pic-
ture of the Pope. Where a village so 
remote obtained these pictures,  I 
don't know. As I tried to respond 
to the question, “Will you tell us 
how to  worship?”,  I  began with 
John 4:24 and explained to them 
that the things they were presently 
using were all unnecessary and was 
not true worship.  As I  spoke to 
them  about  worshiping  God  in 
spirit and in truth, and as Bro. Paul 
followed me, speaking on the same 
theme,  you could readily  see the 
eyes of their understanding being 
opened as they eagerly received the 
Word. Following this session with 
them, the medical team did their 
work outside in the hot Sun. Once 
again,  they  worked  until  all  who 
needed help were cared for. Before 
we left the village, I walked back 
inside the bamboo hut where we 
had  been  meeting.  I  was  very 
pleased to see that while we were all 
outside helping as best  we could 
with  the  medical  work,  someone 
had gone inside of the bamboo hut 
and  had  removed  the  table,  the 
vases  and  the  pictures.  What  a 
blessing!  Bro.  Paul  has  made ar-
rangements to return to this village 
on a regular basis in order to teach 
these  inquiring  and  eager  saints 
more and more of God’s Word. 
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[Strong. SST. 660]. Spiritual death is 
the same as the ‘second death’… 
[Shedd. Doct. Endless Punishment, p. 
92]. Dabney: That which occurred 
on the day of Adam’s transgression 
was not actual bodily death, but his 
spiritual death… [Sampson. Com. 
On Heb. Edited from MS notes of 
R. L. Dabney, p. 103]. 
 
 Adam’s immediate death in 
the garden was spiritual death. All 
who descend from Adam are also 
spiritually dead, Ro 5:18. Joseph Pipa 
Jr. quotes the Shorter Westminster 
Catechism: “The terrible reality of 
spiritual death is summarized in the 
Shorter Catechism: “Wherein con-
sists the sinfulness of that estate 
whereinto man fell? The sinfulness 
of that estate whereinto man fell 
consists in the guilt of Adam’s first 
sin, the want of original righteous-
ness, and the corruption of his 
whole nature, which is commonly 
called Original Sin; together with all 
actual transgressions which proceed 
from it” (Question 18). [http://
www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/
faces-of-death/]. 
 
 When men attribute spiri-
tual death to Christ, surely they do 
not see the implications contained 
therein. Spiritual death is not only 
detrimental, but it is a death which 
cannot be reversed. That which dies 
spiritually is never restored. Those 

who are the subjects of God’s grace 
receive the new creation, but that 
which died spiritually is never re-
vived.  
 Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new. 2 Co 5:17.  
Gill comments: …those who are 
openly in him, or are converted 
persons, are actually so; they are a 
new “creation”, as the words may 
be rendered… and is applied by the 
apostle to converted persons; and 
designs not an outward reformation 
of life and manners, but an inward 
principle of grace, which is a crea-
ture, a creation work, and so not 
man’s, but God’s; and in which 
man is purely passive, as he was in 
his first creation; and this is a new 
creature, or a new man, in opposi-
tion to, and distinction from the old 
man, the corruption of nature; and 
because it is something anew im-
planted in the soul, which never 
was there before; it is not a working 
upon, and an improvement of the 
old principles of nature, but an im-
plantation of new principles of 
grace and holiness; here is a new 
heart, and a new spirit, and in them 
new light and life, new affections 
and desires, new delights and joys. 
[Gill. Com. 2 Co 5:17]. 
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SCRIPTURE DEFINITION OF  
SPIRITUAL DEATH 

 
 Spiritual death means that the 
subjects of it no longer have spiri-
tual life. Joh 6:53-58: Then Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drin-
keth my blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last 
day. For my flesh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed. He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him. As the living Father hath sent 
me, and I live by the Father: so he 
that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me. This is that bread which came 
down from heaven: not as your 
fathers did eat manna, and are dead: 
he that eateth of this bread shall 
live for ever. 
 
 The spiritually dead are 
dead in sins and trespasses: And 
you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath 
he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses; 
Col 2:13; Their understanding is 
darkened and they are alienated 
from the life of God: Having the 
understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in 

them, because of the blindness of 
their heart: Ep 4:18. Wherefore, as 
by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned: Ro 5:12. They mind 
the things of the flesh rather than 
the things of the Spirit: For they 
that are after the flesh do mind the 
things of the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit. Ro 8:5.  
 
 One who is spiritually dead 
is totally depraved and totally cor-
rupt. He is in bondage to sin and 
corruption. He is dead in sins and 
trespasses. Machen puts it like this: 
God said to Adam that if he dis-
obeyed he would die. What is the 
meaning of that death? Well, it in-
cludes physical death; there is no 
question about that. But, alas, it also 
includes far more than physical 
death. It includes spiritual death; it 
includes the death of the soul unto 
things that are good; it includes the 
death of the soul unto God. The 
dreadful penalty of that sin of 
Adam was that Adam and his de-
scendants became dead in tres-
passes and sins. As a just penalty of 
Adam’s sin, God withdrew his fa-
vor, and the souls of all mankind 
became spiritually dead. The soul 
that is spiritually dead, the soul that 
is corrupt, is guilty not only because 
of Adam’s guilt but also because of 
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 In  the  month  of  May  I 
made another trip to Thailand. Ac-
companying me on this trip was my 
wife Janice, and Ricky Cash, a phar-
macist from here in Grenada who 
has made numerous trips with us to 
Thailand. The purpose of this trip 
was to visit Bro. Paul Brown and 
Susan and to go to the villages and 
churches and seek to encourage the 
saints to continue steadfastly in the 
faith. It is recorded in Acts 15:36 
that, Paul said to Barnabas, Let us go 
again and visit our brethren in every city 
where we have preached the word of the 
Lord, and see how they do. In our mis-
sion work, we seek to follow this 
example of the Apostle and we con-
tinue to go back, among other rea-
sons, just to “see how they do”. 
 
 Bro. Paul Brown has been 
very diligent and faithful in preach-
ing and teaching the Word of God 
in  the  villages  and  God  is  truly 
blessing his labors. During his time 
in Thailand he has certainly gained 
the love and respect of the people 
by showing his love and care for 
those to whom he ministers.  He 
and Susan are dedicated to the work 
the Lord has called them to and 
their love for the people is very evi-
dent. Once again we see our God 
supplying the right man, in the right 

place, at the right time. 
 
 During  this  trip,  like  so 
many other trips, we spent our time 
going from village to village, from 
mountain range to mountain range, 
preaching and teaching the Word of 
God.  In  these  villages,  after  any 
teaching  or  preaching  sessions, 
Janice and Ricky, assisted by Susan, 
would do hours of medical work. 
In speaking of medical work I will 
emphasize the word “work”. They 
worked tirelessly in very hot and 
uncomfortable conditions to help 
all  who  came  with  physical  ail-
ments.  In  most  cases,  travel  to 
these villages was very long, rough 
and difficult in so many ways. It 
would take us  up to four hours to 
reach many of these villages, travel-
ing on roads that were very muddy 
and slippery and at times were no 
more than trails rather than roads. I 
mention this  in order to say we 
were tired and worn out from travel 
before we even reached many of 
the villages but yet those doing the 
medical work would still work un-
selfishly  and  seemingly  untiringly 
until everyone was taken care of. 
 
 It  seems  as  if  the  Lord 
keeps leading us deeper and deeper 
and  higher  and  higher  into  the 

THAILAND MISSION REPORT 
BILL LEE 
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 So Christ died because He 
purposed to die—not because He 
was overwhelmed! No man put 
Him to death! Neither the Jews nor 
the Romans could take away His 
life. He must lay down His life of 
His own will and He did! We have 
His own words in proof: No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it 
again. This commandment have I 
received of my Father. Jn 10:18. 
 
 Therefore, Christ did not 
die spiritually on the cross nor at 
any other time. When Scripture 
refers to His death it is to His 
physical death. When He died on 
the cross He was spiritually alive!  is 
spiritual life could not be taken from 
Him! No creature could take it 
away and He Himself would not! 
 

IF CHRIST DIED SPIRITUALLY 
THEN HE NEEDED TO BE  

REGENERATED 
 
 Did Christ need to be re-
generated? Surely no believer will 
make such an assertion! See the 
following: Ep 2:1, 5. Col 2:13; Ep 
4:18; Ps 5:9; Je 17:9; Ezk 36:26, and 
ask, Can these things be said of our 
Lord? Those who have died spiritu-
ally must be born again. In Jn 3:5 
our Lord told Nicodemus, You must 
be born again that is, Nicodemus and 

all those who are dead spiritually. 
Now this was spoken not to men as 
created but as fallen. Adam before 
the fall did not need to be born 
again because he was not spiritually 
dead. But after the fall, if he were to 
meet God in peace, it was necessary 
that he be born again. If Christ died 
spiritually, then the rule is as true of 
Him as it is of any other man! This 
is blasphemy! From all I can see, 
the so-called faith healers such as 
Hagin, Price, Crouch, Meyers, Hinn 
et. al, who say that Christ died spiri-
tually and then went to Hell where  
He was born again, are more con-
sistent than those who tell us He 
died spiritually without recovery! 
This is strange fire!  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 We have looked at a theory 
which is stated as if it were revealed 
doctrine. Some say Christ died 
twice. They say He died spiritually 
before He died physically. Yet, no 
Scripture is given to support his 
idea. We are therefore compelled to 
reject the theory that the Lord Jesus 
Christ died two deaths, once spiri-
tually and again physically. He died 
and Scripture tells us when He died; 
it tells us how He died and it tells 
us He died once when He died 
physically but it gives no evidence 
of a spiritual death. The conse-

(Continued on page 16) 
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its own sin. It deserves eternal pun-
ishment. [ J. Gresham Machen. 
http://www.westminsterconfession.org/
introduction-to-the-christian-faith/the-
consequences-of-the-fall-of-man.php  ] 
 
 Those who are spiritually 
dead need to be made alive, Ep 2:1. 
And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins. Can 
these things be ascribed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ?  If not, then it is evi-
dent that He never died spiritually. 
 
SCRIPTURE EXPRESSLY TELLS US 

WHEN CHRIST DIED 
 
 This is given in all four 
gospels as well as many other Scrip-
tures. Da 9:26 says Messiah shall be 
cut off, that is from life and the date 
is given in vs 25. This cutting off oc-
curred only once. Jesus, when he 
had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. Mt 27:50. And 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, and 
gave up the ghost. Mk 15:37. And 
when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice, he said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit: and 
having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost. Lu 23:46. When Jesus there-
fore had received the vinegar, he 
said, It is finished: and he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghost. Jn 
19:30. And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even 

the death of the cross. Ph 2:8. 
Scripture tells us Christ died and it 
tells us He died when He yielded up 
His spirit to His Father. 
 

SCRIPTURE TELLS US  
EXPRESSLY—CHRIST DIED  

ONLY ONCE 
 
 No Scripture says Christ 
died two times. None of these writ-
ers quoted give any Scripture to 
support the theory of two deaths. If 
this was a true doctrine, it would be 
declared and emphasized in Scrip-
ture. But we can find no Scripture 
alluding to it. If the Scripture is si-
lent on it, then we ought to be also. 
But there are many passages which 
teach Christ died only once. From 
many, I select a few.  
 
 Jn 12:32-33. And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me. This he said, signi-
fying what death he should die. Ro 
5:10. For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life. Phi 2:8. And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled him-
self, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
He 2:9. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honour; that he by 
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the grace of God should taste death 
for every man. He 5:7. Who in the 
days of his flesh, when he had of-
fered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears unto 
him that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he 
feared; 1Pe 3:18. For Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
He 10:10. By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
Ro 6:10. For in that he died, he 
died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. Accord-
ing to these Scriptures Christ died 
only once. 
 

BY ONE OFFERING CHRIST  
PERFECTED OUR REDEMPTION 

 
 For by one offering he 
hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. He 10:14. This one 
offering which He perfected is in Jn 
19:30 said to be finished and the two 
terms are the same word in the 
Greek. This perfection or finishing was 
not done until Christ died because 
His death was essential to that of-
fering. When Christ died this one 
perfect death, our redemption was 
complete. 
 

WHAT TRANSPIRED IN THE 
THREE HOURS OF DARKNESS 

 
 Some of those who teach 
Christ died twice, refer to the three 
hours of darkness in support of this 
theory. Christ’s suffering during the 
three hours of darkness was im-
mense. We cannot gage nor meas-
ure what He underwent during that 
awful time because it is unfathom-
able both in manner and degree. 
But to insist that during these three 
hours of darkness Christ died spiritu-
ally, is unwarranted. The Scripture 
does not say this. 
 
 Concerning that darkness, 
we take off our shoes. It is the echo 
of the burning bush, Ex 3:2-5. Let 
us be careful that we do not at-
tempt to break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, [Ex 19:21] on that which God 
has seen fit to cover with His dark-
ness, Ex 20:21. No creature can un-
derstand what Christ suffered. The 
Holy Spirit conceals it. Therefore, 
we do not attempt to enter into 
those secret things, De 29:29. It 
would be presumptuous for any 
man to assert details about this pe-
riod which are not revealed in 
Scripture. Men may give their sugges-
tions as to what went on in that 
darkness, and when they do we re-
main silent.   But when they claim 
something took place during that 
time which is not revealed in Scrip-
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pass, when the time was come that 
he should be received up, he sted-
fastly set his face to go to Jerusa-
lem, Lu 9:51. 
 

CHRIST WAS NEVER UTTERLY  
FORSAKEN BY THE FATHER 

 
 He was greatly tested in the 
garden and on the cross but He 
lived through all of it. We know this 
because of His words and His cry in 
Jn 19:30. The Lord Jesus Christ 
could not die until He had fulfilled 
what the Father gave Him to do. 
This had to be done through His 
whole life and that included every 
moment of His life until He died. If 
He failed at any point during His 
life time, then He failed to do His 
Father’s will! Impossible! If He 
came short then He would be a 
transgressor! Blasphemy! Therefore, 
He was most diligent to accomplish 
this perfect obedience throughout 
His life, even during His suffering 
in the garden; also in that awful 
three hours of darkness, and during 
that great suffering on the cross.  
 
 He made the perfect sacri-
fice. This means that He did not die 
until He had finished redemption 
through and through—then, and 
only then, would He die. Before 
that He refused to die. But when 
completed then he purposed to die! 
Then He died! 

 Through all of His suffer-
ing He was in the light. He was 
throughout that whole time fully 
alert to every sensation of life as 
well as to the imminent prospect of 
death! Neither the physical pain nor 
that greater pain of being temporally 
forsaken of the Father took from 
Him His spiritual alertness to finish 
that work assigned Him, in minute 
detail. And when He had perfectly 
accomplished full atonement, then 
He cried, not in defeat, but as the 
mighty Conqueror—“It is fin-
ished!” Thus Christ died! Gill’s 
comments on Ps 22:24 are perti-
nent:… neither hath he hid his 
face from him; when men did, as 
ashamed of him, Isa 53:3; for 
though he forsook him for a while, 
and in a little wrath hid his face 
from him for a moment, that he 
might bear the whole curse of the 
law for us; yet he returned again, 
and did not hide his face from him 
for even; but when he cried unto 
him, he heard; cried not only on 
account of his crucifiers, that God 
would forgive them; but on account 
of himself, that he would not be 
afar off from him; that he would 
take his spirit or soul into his hands, 
into which he committed it; that he 
would deliver him from the power 
of death and the grave, and loose 
their bands; in all which he was 
heard; He 5:7. 
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as I will, but as thou wilt. He went 
away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done. 
And he left them, and went away 
again, and prayed the third time, 
saying the same words. The book 
of Hebrews reminds us of the same 
truth. Who in the days of his flesh, 
when he had offered up prayers 
and supplications with strong cry-
ing and tears unto him that was 
able to save him from death, and 
was heard in that he feared; He-
brews 5:7. 
 
THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE WAS 
RENT ONLY ONCE AND THAT 

WAS WHEN CHRIST DIED 
 
 The veil was a type of His 
body. So long as it was intact, in 
indicated that the way into Heaven 
was not yet made manifest. When 
rent in two, it signified that Christ 
had by His death in His body pro-
vided access so that the believer 
could go directly to the Father 
through His death on the cross. By 
a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; He 
10:20. Mt 27:50-51. Jesus, when he 
had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. And, behold, 
the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom; 

and the earth did quake, and the 
rocks rent. This veil tore in two 
when Christ gave up His spirit—
that is when He died—not before. 
This is what we celebrate in the 
Supper: 1 Co 11:24. And when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and 
said, Take, eat: this is my body, 
which is broken for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. But this rend-
ing of the veil took place when 
Christ died and it took place only 
once. 
 

THE SOLITARY DEATH OF 
CHRIST WAS THE TOPIC OF  

DISCUSSION ON THE MOUNT  
OF TRANSFIGUTATION 

 
 Moses and Elijah spoke 
with Christ about His decease. 
Lightfoot says on Lu 9:31: [They 
spake of his decease.] I wish the Eng-
lish have not done it too nar-
rowly… They spake of his decease. It 
were better, They spake of his depar-
ture. For the ascent of Christ into 
heaven was his exodos, as well as 
his death: nay, I may say more, if, at 
least, in the word exodus there be 
any allusion to the Israelites’ going 
out of Egypt. For that was in vic-
tory and triumph, as also the ascent 
of Christ into heaven was. 
[Lightfoot. Com. NT. Tal. & Heb. 
Vol. 3, Lk 9:31, p. 93]. They do not 
speak of deaths but of His decease or 
His being received up. And it came to 
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ture and contrary to what is, are we 
then to be silent? No, not for an 
hour, Ga 2:5. We do not know what 
took place during the three hours of 
darkness, but we know He did not 
die then because Scripture tell us He 
died after the darkness was past 
when He committed His spirit unto 
His Father. 

CHRIST DIED A  
PHYSICAL DEATH 

 
 Scripture tells us Christ 
died a physical death. See the gospel 
accounts given above. Whom God 
hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not 
possible that he should be holden 
of it. Ac 2:24. His death was like the 
death of other men in this re-
spect—it was the separation of His 
soul from His body. That is the 
Scriptural definition of what death 
is. He laid down his mortal life and 
submitted Himself to death for 
three days then He took back that 
life which He had laid down in res-
urrection power. Jn 10:18. 
 
SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SPEAK OF 

CHRIST’S DEATHS 
 
 Over and over Scripture 
speaks of His death on the cross but 
never of His deaths. During the 
Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah 
appeared with Christ on the mount 
and they talked with Him about His 

decease—literally His exodus out of 
this world, which should be accom-
plished at Jerusalem, Lu 9:31, Cf. 2 
Pe 1:15. Now Christ’s exodus was 
His death and this was a singular 
event which consummated all His 
sufferings especially those on the 
cross. 
 
 Heb 10:5-10. But we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and hon-
our; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man. 
Wherefore when he cometh into 
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me: In 
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then 
said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of 
the book it is written of me,) to do 
thy will, O God. Above when he 
said, Sacrifice and offering and 
burnt offerings and offering for sin 
thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein; which are offered 
by the law; Then said he, Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second. By the which 
will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. Christ was concerned 
about His one death and spoke of it 
beforehand, Jn 12:33. This he said, 
signifying what death he should die. 
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THE PLURAL ARGUMENT 
 
 In Is 53:9 the word death in 
Hebrew is plural. Because of this, 
some teach that Christ had to die 
more than once. They argue that 
because the noun death is plural 
here, this means Christ died twice. 
Of course, if the plural means more 
than one here, then someone else 
could argue that He died seven 
times or eight times! Does this plu-
ral mean more than one death? 
 
 There are several words 
among the Jews which are singular 
but written as plurals. The Hebrew 
noun blood is a case in point. Cf. Ge 
4:10. There are other plurals in He-
brew which are singular, such as 
heaven, blood, water, face, etc. The 
word death in Isaiah 53:9 is such a 
word. Consequently then, it lends 
no support to the idea of more than 
one death and the context plainly 
denies it. In vs 8 “He was cut off, 
(singular) out of the land of the 
living.” Again in vs 10 we read, 
“When thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin,” and that offering 
was His death and it is singular. 
Also in verse 12, “He hath poured 
out his soul unto death.” Again 
death is singular. The context makes 
it plain that the plural for death in vs 
9 is not deaths, but a singular death, 
of a specific kind. It intensifies the 
force of the word and does not 

mean more than one. This is illus-
trated by comparing Ezk 28:8 & 10, 
concerning the death of the prince 
of Tyrus. On the plural Cf. Brown-
Driver-Briggs, where they give “in his 
(martyr-) death,” referring to Is 
53:9. Thus the idea of the plural is 
not a number of deaths but rather a 
violent death, or the intensity of the 
death. That this Hebrew plural did 
not mean multiple deaths is indi-
cated also by the LXX which ren-
ders death in Is 53:8, 9 & 12, and 
also Ezk 28:8 by the singular death. 
Keil & Delitzsch on Is 53:9 cite Je 
16:4. “here” they say, “it is applied 
to a violent death, the very pain of 
which makes it like dying again and 
again”… “after He had really died a 
painful death.” [Keil & De-
litzsch.Com. on the OT. Vol. 7, P. 
329; Cf. Hengstenberg. Christology, 
II, 294]. 
 
THE DEATH OF CHRIST IS THE 

HEART OF THE GOSPEL 
 
 We need to be clear on this 
subject because the gospel hangs on 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also re-
ceived, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; 1 
Co 15:3. Lu 23:46. And when Jesus 
had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit: and having said thus, he 
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gave up the ghost. The heart of the 
gospel is Christ’s one death which 
occurred when He committed His 
spirit into His Father’s hands. 
 

IF CHRIST DIED SPIRITUALLY 
BEFORE HE YIELDED UP HIS 
SPIRIT, THEN HIS SACRIFICE  

WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE 
 
 Christ could not die before 
His physical death occurred because 
He had to be obedient unto death, 
Ph 2:8. Was Christ obedient all the 
way? If so then He did not die be-
fore His death. He could not be 
obedient in a comatose state. He 
could not be obedient in a swoon. 
He could not be obedient in a stu-
por.  or these reasons he refused to 
drink the stimulants offered Him, 
Mt 27:34, because they would lessen 
His senses. If He could not take 
those then it was impossible for 
Him to be obedient if He was spiri-
tually dead! He had to be actively 
and spiritually obedient even in His 
death—and He was!  
 
 He could no more be obe-
dient after spiritual death than 
Adam could be obedient after he 
was spiritually dead. If Christ died 
spiritually, then how was His offer-
ing acceptable? Can those who are 
spiritually dead do anything pleasing 
unto the Lord? Pro 21:4: …the plow-
ing of the wicked is sin; not literally, but 

the meaning is that everything the 
spiritually dead do is sinful because 
they are dead in sins and trespasses! 
Those who are spiritually dead can 
do nothing to please God. Who 
would dare to apply this to the Sav-
ior? 
 

THE DEATH OF DEATH WAS  
ACCOMPLISHED BY CHRIST’S 
ONE DEATH ON THE CROSS 

 
 Christ abolished death by 
His death and resurrection. No 
other death was needed and no 
other suffered. 2 Ti 1:10. But is 
now made manifest by the appear-
ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel: 
 

CHRIST PRAYED TO BE DELIV-

ERED FROM ONLY ONE DEATH 
 
 Spiritual death is greater 
and has far greater consequences 
that physical death. Yet Christ 
never prayed to be delivered from 
spiritual death but only to be deliv-
ered from physical death, if accord-
ing to the Father’s will. This was 
the one cup that Christ prayed 
about in the garden. Mt 26:39-44. 
And he went a little further, and fell 
on his face, and prayed, saying, O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me: nevertheless not 


