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THE UNCLAIMED CROSS
J.C. SETTLEMOIR

In Mark’s gospel, chapter
8:34, we read: “And when he had
called the people unto him with his
disciples also, he said unto them,
Whosoever will come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his
cross, and follow me.”

AN OBJECTION REMOVED

The Lotd Jesus Christ here
addresses both the saved and the
unsaved. We know this because the
text says “And when he had called #h¢
people unto him with his disciples also . . .”
I emphasize this at the outset be-
cause there are those who do not
believe the gospel is to be preached
unto the lost. They think it wrong to
speak to the lost and tell them to
“Look unto Him.” In their minds it
is absurd to call upon those dead in
trespasses and sins to turn unto the
Lord. They cannot bring themselves
to exhort sinners to repent and be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ!

This is the house they have
built. But a few Bible examples will
blow away such straw!

Look at the ministries of
John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus
Himself as well as Paul. John the
Baptist came preaching in the wilder-
ness, and what do you think? Did he
preach only to the saved? Did he
have one message for them and an-
other for the lost? According to the
Divine Record he preached “Repent
ye; for the kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.” The subject is understood you
whoever you are, repent!

The Lord Jesus Christ
opened  His
ministry in  a
way that these
men will not
imitate. “From
that time Jesus
began to
preach, and to

say, Repent: for



the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Mt. 4:17).

Paul preached strange doc-
trine at Athens, according to these
men, for he proclaimed “That they
[men] should seek the Lord, if haply
they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from
every one of us: For in him we live,
and move, and have our being; as
certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are his offspring . . .
And the times of this ignorance
God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men everywhere to re-
pent...” (Acts 17:27-30). Please read
the whole passage. Paul would have
been called on the carpet by the
Strict Baptists, by the Primitive Bap-
tists, and by many Sovereign Grace
Baptists for so addressing these lost
peoplel

Again at Lystra Barnabas
and Paul used language which is
taboo among some. They will not
address the lost in the manner these
apostles did, but they hang the title
of heretic or Arminian on any who do.
“And saying, Sirs, why do ye these
things? We also are men of like pas-
sions with you, and preach unto you
that ye should turn from these vani-
ties unto the living God, which
made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and all things that are therein . .
77 (Acts 14:15).

Peter in speaking to Simon
denounces him as a lost man: Yet
Peter said unto him, “Thy money
perish with thee, because thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money. Thou hast
neither part nor lot in this matter:
for thy heart is not right in the sight
of God.” Of course those who de-
cry duty repentance simply have no
message for such a person. But Pe-
ter, taught by the Lord as he was,
had no problem. He instantly com-
mands Simon: “Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God,
if perhaps the thought of thine heart
may be forgiven thee. For I perceive
that thou are in the gall of bitter-
ness, and in the bond of inig-
uity.” (Acts 8:20-24).

Once again Paul verified
that his whole ministry to all classes
of men had been: “Testifying both
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts
20:21). This simply means that it is
the responsibility of every one to
have repentance toward God and
faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thus 1 contend that our
Lord here in this passage in Mark 8
is giving out a gospel invitation to
the lost: Deny yourself, take up the cross
and follow Me!
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The one who has been endowed with this “gift of God”, that is
indeed “the faith of God’s elect”, is truly able to say along with Job,
“Though He slay me yet will I trust Him”. This faith excludes all human
reasoning and logic and is enabled to both see and believe in complete suffi-
ciency of Jesus. This faith does not question but rather it says “amen” to the
will of God and the work of Jesus Christ. It would be very difficult, if not
impossible, for us to imagine just getting through this low land of sin and
sorrow without this thing we call “faith.” 4

(Report continued from page 13)

Once again 1 want to thank each individual and each church for your
faithful support of the Lord’s work in Thailand. The Lord continues to bless this
work in so many ways as He uses each of us as His instruments. As I did speak in
the village churches I reminded them of the many churches and individuals in the
U.S. who are involved in this work with both prayers and financial support. The
saints there are very appreciative of your help and support of this work. I will close
this report in the same manner in which the Apostle Paul closed his first letter to
the Corinthians; “The churches of Asia salute you” I Corinthians 16:19. 4

Bill Lee

(Settlemoir continued from page 9)

You have no faith, no repentance. You find the cross too heavy. You see the
cross as an impossible thing. Salvation is beyond you. This is where all men are
without Chirist Jesus the Lord. But Christ has everything you need. He is every-
thing. Come to Him. He will give you rest. He will enable you to see the cross
altogether differently than you did before:

From an Unbearable burden to an ultra-light crown
From an impossible restraint to immeasurable freedom
From a horrible instrument to an honorable insignia
From an unthinkable alternative to the ultimate choice.

1 For an excellent treatment of the responsibility of man cf. Pink’s Glarning From The Scrip-
tures, chap. 20, entitled Problem. p. 265- 280. See also By His Grace and for His Glory, by
Thomas J. Nettles, pp.385-391. Nettles is an able SBC author and he vigorously defends
the doctrines of grace and biblical evangelism while opposing the prevailing methods of
our day.

2 Jn 6:53}, 54. Cf. Future Grace by John Piper, p. 86.

3 The Person and Work of Christ, B. Warfield, p.153.

4 Let him Zake the cross... is aorist imperative. 4
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THE FAITH OF GOD’S ELECT
BILL LEE

Much has been written and much has been said concerning faith.
Many times the teaching concerning faith has been so complicated by the
intellectual innovations of theologians that somehow the simple truth is lost
in all the muddle. It would seem that those who have faith would be the
ones who best understand faith. It is also certain that we do not need com-
plex theological terms and expositions to explain our faith. To us it is a very
simple matter. Our faith is a knowledge of and a confidence in the person
and work of Jesus Christ.

It is only through faith that we have absolute, complete trust in
Him. It is God given faith that gives us the knowledge of the imputed right-
eousness of Christ. Because of this knowledge and confidence that we have
in Him we can and will truthfully say, “I want no other”; “I will have no
other”; “I will trust no other”; “I will depend on no other”; “I will see no
other”; “I will hear no other”; “I will have no other but Jesus Christ and
Him alone for my salvation”.

The faith of God’s elect can be explained in the following manner:

F = Forsaking
A = Al

I =1

T = Trust

H = Him

True faith is the forsaking of all self merit or worth (for really there
is none) and the abandonment of all notions of any works of righteousness
that we might perform and completely trusting Him and what He has done
for us. It has been said, and I completely agree, that faith has two empty
hands that can only be filled with Christ alone. Faith has two swift feet that
flee to Christ alone. Faith has two seeing eyes that look to Christ alone.
Faith has two hearing ears that listen to Christ alone. Faith wants nothing
but Jesus. Faith asks for nothing but Jesus. Faith will trust nothing but Je-
sus. The very life and essence of faith is completely bound up in Jesus and
Jesus alone.
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WHAT IS THIS CROSS?

The cross of the text is a
total surrender of your heart to the
will of Christ. In other places in the
Scripture this is referred to as believ-
ing with all the heart. (Acts 8:37). It
is looking unto Jesus as the Author
and Finisher of our faith. It is loving
Him with the whole heart and soul.
The taking up the cross is the effect
of regeneration or the new birth.
When one takes up the cross he is a
new creation. Old things pass away
and all things become new. It is a
turning of the soul to God in Christ.
He who takes up the cross asks as
did Paul Lord what wilt thou have
me to do? Thus when anyone takes
up the cross of Christ, he bores his
ear to the gate of King Immanuel.
He says from the bottom of his
heart I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever!

Therefore we must never
take anything like suffering, lack of
health, a peculiar burden, an acci-
dent, a disability, or the loss of a
loved one and say #his is my cross.
And why is this true? Because we
know that no unsaved person has
ever taken the cross but they do
have these things. The only one who
has the cross, of which Christ
speaks here, is the child of God.

Surely you have thought of
this cross. Your heart has felt the

urgency of it times without number.
In those little soul-meetings which
no one else knows about, you have
had to repress these feelings. There
are also the testimonies of family,
friends, faithful pastors, quaint hap-
penings, unexpected events, as well
as danger, sickness, and the death of
loved ones and friends, all of these
heralding before you one clear and
unforgettable message which you
shall never be able to forget, Take
up your cross and follow the Sav-
ior!

Now when you hear the
gospel of Christ out of the mouth of
a faithful minister, you do consider
the cross. You wonder just how you
would carry it. You think of all the
things that would be changed in
your life. You consider the call of
Christ.

But despite all of these
things you somehow manage to
harden your heart so that you swal-
low hard and pass by the cross. Fi-
nally, you walk away, without the
cross. You quickly put the world in
its place. There you go unblessed,
unsaved. There you go without
Christ and without hope. There you
go without claiming the cross!

Why is this? May I submit
two reasons as to why the cross is
unclaimed? The cross is unclaimed
first, because of what the sinner is.
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Secondly, the cross is unclaimed
because of what the cross is.

I. The Cross is Unclaimed Because
of What the Sinner Is

There is nothing wrong
with the gospel. It is not because
men are not invited to come to
Christ that they do not come. It is
not because of the doctrine of elec-
tion or predestination that men do
not come to Christ. It is not because
the atonement is particular which
keeps men from coming to Christ.
Men do not come to Christ because
they are sinners! (Rom. 3:23).

Sin is not an idle or inciden-
tal thing with men but a fixed habit
which is in them like poison is in the
rattlesnake. It is as much a part of
man’s nature as breathing. Men live
in sin. They like sin, and they lap up
sin. They have sin in them, on them,
over them, around them, under
them and through them. They are
sin-saturated. Prick the sinner any-
where and he will ooze sin.

Sin prevents the soul from
coming to Christ. No man comes to
Christ until he is willing to put down
sin. Sin is like a mountain between
the soul and Christ. The Jews who
slew the Lord Jesus Christ could
never come to Christ until they saw
their sin. Therefore, Peter charged
them with the death of Christ on

the day of Pentecost: You have
taken and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain. (Acts 2:23b).

Sin keeps men out of the
kingdom of God. “Now the works
of the flesh are manifest, which atre
these; adultery, fornication, unclean-
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witch-
craft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, en-
vyings, murders, drunkeness, revel-
lings, and such like; of the which I
tell you before, as 1 have also told
you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21).

Sin enslaves men, (Rom.
0:16), darkens men, and puts them
in subjection to the Devil (Acts
26:18). Because of the power of sin
men will not come to Christ. They
refuse Him and reject the cross.

Men are taken captive by
the Devil at his will (2 Tim. 2:20).
For those who vaunt the free will of
man, this text is a nightmare for it
teaches Satan has power to snare
men when he wills to do so. And
because of sin and the power of
Satan over the lost, they cannot
come to Christ, they cannot take up
the cross. (Jn. 6:65). But if they did,
they would be saved! “Those by the
wayside are they that hear; then
cometh the devil, and taketh away
the word out of their hearts, lest
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lously expensive. Because of the

terrible smog in Bangkok and much
violence in the south, those with
means to do so are moving north,
and that old law of supply and de-
mand is still in effect.

We have been setting aside
what funds we can to be used for
the purchase of a place for Bro. Paul
and Susan to live and for Bro. Paul
to teach without being away from
home so much. And as we are doing
what we can to save for the land, we
are trusting in the Lord to reveal just
the right place. To give you an idea
of the problem we are facing with
the purchase of land, on this recent
trip we were told that land in the

Chiang Mai area was selling for as
much as $50,000 U. S. per rai. A rai
is used in Thailand as a measure-
ment of land in the same manner in
which we use an acre for a measure-
ment of land. But a rai is equal to
only .3954 acres. As you can imag-
ine, I was greatly surprised to hear
that less than 2 acre of land in the
vicinity of Chiang Mai is selling for
$50,000 U.S. But I find great com-
fort in knowing that our God is able
to supply all of our needs. Therefore
we wait upon the Lord, we pray for
His supply, and all the while we put
aside and save all that we can in or-
der that we will be ready whenever
the Lord directs.

(Report continued on page 15)
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got lost in the mountains at night,
but we made it safely through that also.

As we arrived in each wvil-
lage we were warmly welcomed and
in most cases they would have a
meal prepared for us. It is very hum-
bling when we see these saints in
such remote places, who have so
little, preparing their very best for
us. But they willfully and joyfully did
this with a sweet spirit of Christian
tellowship.

Each church service had its
share of singing of hymns, many
with which we were familiar. But
there is something special about
hearing these saints singing How
Great Thon Art in their native lan-
guage. Following the song service it
was a great encouragement to see
those in attendance opening their
Bibles and following along as the
Word of God was preached. We
could also see that many would have
their pencils and paper ready to take
notes on what was preached. Again
I will say, the Lord is richly blessing
and there is evidence of spiritual
growth.

Bro. Paul Brown and Susan
work tirelessly in the work God has
assigned them. They seem to have
very little time for themselves, but
are totally dedicated to ministering
unto others. The Lord has given
Bro. Paul several men who closely

work with him and are of great as-
sistance in the work. The children in
the home with Bro. Paul and Susan
are doing well and, as with all chil-
dren, they are growing up very fast.
These children, coming from vari-
ous backgrounds, some even of
abuse, are now being nurtured and
cared for in a home where love is
evident.

Plans are now in progress
to build bamboo houses and a struc-
ture suitable for pastor training in
Burma. When all preparations are
complete, Bro. Brown plans to be-
gin teaching sessions there for the
Burmese and Laotian pastors. We
ask for your prayers in this matter,
for this will require Bro. Paul to be
away from home one week of each
month, besides the time he is now
spending with the pastors training in
Thailand.

We are still in search of
land, and we are praying for land
with buildings suitable for a place
for Bro. Brown and Susan to live
and also room enough for Bro. Paul
to conduct pastor training sessions
there. We would ask each of you to
make this an object of prayer also.
This is a real need that we are pray-
ing for the Lord to soon supply.
Because so many in Thailand are
leaving Bangkok and southern Thai-
land and moving into northern
Thailand, the price of land is ridicu-
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they should believe and be
saved” (Lk. 8:12). The emphasis is
added because many sovereign grace
Baptists have never seen this clause.

Men are dead in trespasses
and sins, (Eph. 2:1, 5) and we must
never minimize this death. Yet,
many preachers have utterly failed
to grasp the meaning of this death
because they reason that as a dead
man cannot respond to anything
therefore we cannot exhort sinners
to repent and to believe on Christ.

This is a fundamental error!
This is a failure to recognize the
simple truths of Scripture.

True it is that man is dead
in sin and trespasses. But it is a great
error to equate this death with physical
death. The man who is physically
dead is responsible for nothing! No
man goes to the cemetery to collect
a bill. The IRS directs no mail to the
morgue. The court proceedings,
against a man, for whatever charges,
are dropped the moment the death
certificate is received. But he who is
dead spiritually is very much alivel
Dead in sins and trespasses means
that the sinner lives in and for these very
things. And just because the sinner is
alive to sin, he is responsible for his
sin!

Read carefully this inspired
statement: “And you hath he quick-
ened, who were dead in trespasses

and sins.” Now mark what these
quickened souls did while they were
in this death of which he speaks:
“Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of dis-
obedience; Among whom also we
all had our conversation in times
past in the lust of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the chil-
dren of wrath, even as others” (Eph.
2:2-3). They were walking or /ing.
The Devil was working in them. They
wete disobedient. They conducted them-
selves in the lusts of the flesh and
they were doing the things the flesh
willed. All of these things are the ac-
tivities of one who is under the
power of spiritual death!

Therefore the man who is
spiritually dead is alive to sin, alive
to every kind of evil action, alive to
the lusts of the flesh on the one
hand and very much opposed to
every spiritual activity on the other.
This man is altogether responsible
to God! He is responsible to His
Law! He is responsible to repent
and to believe the gospel of God!
Let no one make the mistake of
thinking that because a man is dead
in sins that he is dead to responsibil-
ityl Men are responsible to God. !
Therefore, the Lord says: Whoso-
ever will come after me, let him
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deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me. Sinners are to be
exhorted to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Men are selfish. This means
that men want what they want. If
God blesses them with worldly
goods, they do not thank Him, they
just build bigger barns. If He does
not bless them, they curse Him.
They want to rule their own lives
and they say of the Lord, We will
not have this man to rule over us.

(Lk 19:14).

Men are fully equipped with
all the faculties to worship God but
they have no desire to worship Him
in truth, (Jn. 4:23). Because of the
fallen nature, men do not come to
Him in spirit and in truth. The parts
are all there, but they are smashed
by sin, like a watch left on a railroad
track.

Men cannot do well, cannot
please God and consequently, every
time they look at the cross they turn
away!l The cross is unclaimed be-
cause of what men are.

II. The Cross is Unclaimed Because
of What it Is

Taking the cross is much,
much more than most of us have
been led to believe. Easy believism,
decisional regeneration, and the in-

vitational ritual have so distorted the
salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ
that multitudes have a name to live
but are dead! Salvation is not an easy
thing. The cross is unclaimed be-
cause it is so difficult! In fact, taking
the cross, is impossible with men!
But praise the name of the Lord, all
things are possible with Him.

Taking the cross is much
more than a belief in God. It is not
enough for you to nod your head at
the right places, or to say I believe
when certain creeds are read in your
hearing. You may know well the
major doctrines of the Bible. You
may understand the concept of the
kingdom and the church. You may
be able to give a good explanation
of the doctrines of repentance and
baptism, the resurrection and the
Lord’s Supper and yet know nothing
about this cross of salvation. All of
this knowledge, and more, exists
where the cross is unclaimed and
unclaimable.

The devils were compelled
to admit the truth about the Lord
for they knew him, (Mk 1:34) that is,
they knew who He was. They knew
about His power. They knew He
was the Savior. Yea, beyond all this,
they believed and their belief af-
fected them to such a degree that
they #rembled in the Lord’s presence!
(James 2:19). Beware then of settling
upon what you know and counting
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lowship among themselves. We

were certainly blessed to be among
these faithful saints and we were
also blessed in the worship services
of these faithful churches. Through
the teaching sessions Bro. Paul
Brown has with the pastors each
month, they are learning and grow-
ing in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
And as these pastors learn they are
able to communicate what they have
learned to their individual churches.
We believe this is the way it should
be and God is blessing the efforts of
Bro. Brown in this matter.

As most of you already
know, travel to these villages and

churches in the mountains of north-
ern Thailand is in most cases long
and difficult. Our travel to the dif-
ferent villages would vary in time
from one and one half houts, one
way, to up to five hours, one way.
Many times the roads we traveled
were rough, steep, and dangerous.
At times on some of the ridge roads
in the mountains there would be a
drop off of well over one hundred
feet on both sides of the road. And
the worst logging roads you have
seen here in the U. S. are better than
some of the mountain roads we
traveled in Thailand. But the Lord
gave us traveling grace and mercy,
and we made it to each village with-
out incident, except for the time we
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THAILAND MISSION REPORT
JANUARY 2018 TRIP

Sometimes people will ask
me if I enjoy or if I look forward to
my trips to Thailand. My answer
usually is that I do not look forward
to nor do I enjoy the trips to Thai-
land, but I do enjoy and look for-
ward to being in Thailand. And make
no mistake, these are two separate
things. The trips usually are more
than thirty hours in duration and are
very tiresome. I am not getting any
younger and each trip is getting more
difficult to endure and also each trip
is taking me longer to get over. But
being in Thailand and working with
Bro. Paul Brown, Susan, and all of
the saints and churches in the vil-
lages certainly makes the trips worth-
while.

On this recent trip to Thai-
land, Ricky Cash and I left home on
January 10 and we returned on Janu-
ary 27. Bro. Matthew Villandry and
his wife Brittany met us in Thailand
and were there until January 24. Bro.
Villandry is the pastor of the Grace
Baptist Church of Wagoner, Okla-
homa. Both Ricky Cash and Bro.
Villandry are pharmacists and
worked diligently along with Susan
and Brittany in the medical work in
each village we visited. Bro. Villandry
wanted to learn more about medical
work in remote villages where there
is no doctor, and there is no one

more qualified to teach him than
Ricky Cash.

During this trip we visited
ten villages and in each of these there
was preaching, teaching, words of
encouragement, always followed by
medical work. On several occasions
people from other villages which were
close by would also be in attendance.
The medical team saw over four hun-
dred “patients” during these visits.
The medical work is difficult for many
reasons, but mainly because it all has
to be done through an interpreter. But
Ricky, Bro. Villandry, Susan, and Brit-
tany endured difficult circumstances
and all who needed medical help were
attended to by these faithful workers.

I am happy to report that
the Lord’s blessings continue upon
His work in Thailand. For the most
part, all of the churches ate doing
well and there is clear evidence of
spiritual growth. I said for the most
part because there are one or two of
the churches that seem to be waver-
ing and are not settled in the faith.
But we are not giving up on these,
and we continue to pray for them
and we seek to encourage and teach
them concerning biblical truth and
gospel order. But by far, the major-
ity of the village churches are doing
well and have a good spirit and fel-
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this as the cross-taking of which
Jesus speaks.

Taking the cross means that
it is imperative that we recognize
Jesus Christ as the Lord of glory.
“And he said, Who art thou, Lotrd?
And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest: it is hard
for thee to kick against the
pricks” (Acts 9:5). Thomas recog-
nized this when he saw the wounds
in the body of Christ “. . . And said
to Him, My Lord and my God! 2

This cross-grasping is be-
lieving on the Lord Jesus Christ to
the salvation of the soul with a God-
given faith, a repenting never to be
repented of. Repentance and faith
are permeated with godly sorrow,
which sorrow is packed with useful
tools like a Swiss army knife, ( 1I
Cor. 7:9-11).

Taking up the cross repre-
sents submission, sacrifice and self-
repudiation. Taking up the cross
means we put Christ in first place in
our lives. “And he trembling and as-
tonished said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?” (Acts 9:0). The great-
est idol of the unrenewed heatt is self.
This Dagon must go down before the
Savior. Then we must also put all
those nearest and dearest to us be-
neath the Savior. “If any man come
unto me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and

brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple.
And whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be
my disciple” (Lk 14:26-27).
“Whosoever will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me” (vs. 34).
Whence this easy discipleship?

Taking up the cross is to
walk by faith. It is not merely knowing
who holds tomorrow, but it is trusting
Him who holds time in all tenses, past
and present as well as future. The
cross is diametrically opposed to walk-
ing by sight. The closer men get to the
cross the more they realize that it is an
impossible thing for them. No man
can take up the cross without looking
unto Jesus and this looking can only
be by faith which is given in effectual
calling.

Taking up the cross requires
an appetite for God in the heart. 3 If
there is one thing in the world which
makes the cross repulsive to the unre-
newed man it is this hungering and
thirsting for God. The natural man
hates this idea. It is as repugnant to
him as it would be to eat carrion with
vultures. He may give God a little
notice something like Hymn Time on
the local country-music station but
there is no appetite for God! There is
no desire to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ. When the natural man thinks
of God, rather than a hunger for
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Him, there is that over-full feeling
one has just before regurgitating,.

Taking up the cross, as War-
field says, “...Is nothing less than an
authentic miracle of divine grace; al-
ways and everywhere in the strictest
sense impossible with man, and possi-
ble only with God, with whom all
things are possible.” 4

Taking up the cross is receiv-
ing salvation God’s way, all of grace.
But man is an enemy to a salvation of
unalloyed grace. As Gill says, “..They
disliked the cross of Christ; they were
unwilling to take it up for his sake and
follow him; they studied all ways and
means to shun it; they ingratiated
themselves into the affections of the
unbelieving Jews, by complying with
the ceremonies of the law as necessary
.. (Phil. 3:18). Every
person, every society and every doc-
trine which puts deeds done by man
in the place of taking up the cross
preach a gospel double cursed (Gal
1:7-8).

to salvation

Taking up the cross is not
what you have or what you do but
finding you are empty of holiness,
void of every grace, and bankrupt of
all righteousness, and at the same time
seeing Christ Jesus the Lord with all
the riches of His glorious grace and
cashing in on Him. A giving up on
self and a full trust in Christ is essen-
tial for salvation and glorification. It

was this concept that there can be no
contribution of man to his salvation
which sent the rich young ruler recoil-
ing from the cross, and reeling from
Christ, as did those who came to take
Him in the garden. This young man
clung to the lukewarm mammon of
carth but the gold of Heaven was too
hot to hold. The cross was far too
heavy for him and he staggered at the
thought of bearing it. He could revel
in an abstract Christ or a pictorial
cross, but the Christ of reality and the
cross of revelation drove him away.
While he could not gain Heaven, the
cost of the cross being too high, he
bought Hell at a bargain.

Thus men do not take up the
cross because this cross involves self
denial! They are too busy for the ban-
quet of God’s own Son (Lk. 14:19).
They refuse to look unto Jesus (Jn.
3:14; Isa. 45:22); They refuse to go to
Him that they might have life (Jn.
5:40) nor will they strive to enter in
(Lk. 13:24). They will not receive the
kingdom as a little child (Mk. 10:15)
and the lusts of other things choke the
word. They will not repent and believe
the gospel (Mk. 4:19; 1:15) because
they find the cost too high (Lk. 14:25-
33). They do as the Jews in Antioch
did. They judge themselves unworthy
of eternal life (Acts 13:40).

Now in the light of all of this,
with His own voice, Christ called
upon sinners to take up the cross and
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follow Him! This is the message which
He gave us in His Word. Here is the
authority of Heaven! Here is the only
commission ever given to His
churches. Here is responsibility for
every sinner who hears these words.
This command is as much the respon-
sibility of every sinner as is the com-
mand, “Thou shalt not killl” and when
any sinner responds to this command
of the Savior, the Lord Himself will
receive him with open arms.

“Be it known unto you
therefore, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sin: and by
him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which you could not

be justified by the law of
Moses” (Acts 13:38,39).

This is that gospel which we
must preach to all nations, if we
would preach what Christ taught us
to preach. This is what the apostles
preached. This is what the eatly
church preached. This is what the
great men of God in all ages have
preached. Let us boldly proclaim to
every sinner: Take wup your cross and
Sollow the Savior!

But perhaps you are like a
dead bird. You cannot fly. You have
no power, no ability and you are
driven down to the earth because of it.

(Settlemoir continued on page 15)
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