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SECTION 01

Top Headlines

1.

10.

11.

12.

President Droupadi Murmu grants assent to the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment)

Act, 2026 ("Vande Mataram Bill"), extending penal protection to the National Song alongside the National Anthem.

) Lok Sabha passes the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 —

individual-offence punishment raised to 5-10 years, organised-crime offences carry a 7-year minimum, Special Fast

Track Courts mandated.

. National Health Authority's ABHA-based Scan & Register service crosses 25 crore OPD registrations under the

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission.

) Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri concludes his Sri Lanka visit (5 Aug) with negotiations on an India-Sri Lanka

Social Security Agreement successfully concluded, plus new Lines of Credit under the Cyclone Ditwah

reconstruction package.

. MHA bars new renewable energy (solar/wind) projects within 1 km of India's international borders, LoC and

LAC, and restricts foreign-labour engagement near sensitive zones.

. India delivers indigenously built superconducting magnets to the FAIR (Facility for Antiproton and lon

Research) mega-science project at GSI, Darmstadt, Germany.

. RBI's July 2026 Consumer Confidence Survey shows both urban and rural sentiment indices moderating on

inflation and employment concerns.

. Supreme Court lays down eight guiding principles for environmental compensation under the Solid Waste

Management Rules, 2016, anchored in the Polluter Pays doctrine.

. Static focus: Project 75's Kalvari-class (Scorpene) submarines — India's indigenised conventional submarine

fleet built at Mazagon Dock.

Static focus: the Colombo Security Conclave — the India-led Indian Ocean security grouping now spanning five

member states.

Static focus: India's cryogenic engine story — from the 1992 US-sanctions setback to the indigenous CE-20
powering Gaganyaan's LVM3.

Static focus: the Twin Deficit problem — how fiscal and current account deficits interact in macroeconomic

policy.

A Sunday with this much density is exactly why Sahyog Mentorship runs weekend catch-up sessions — so a lighter
news day never becomes a knowledge gap. theiasakademia.com



Polity & Governance

GS2 08-09 August 2026 - Source: Reported Presidential assent / PRS Legislative Research

Vande Mataram Bill Receives Presidential Assent

Why in News: President Droupadi Murmu has granted assent to the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment)
Act, 2026, reported around 8-9 August 2026, after both Houses of Parliament cleared the Bill during the ongoing Monsoon
Session (Rajya Sabha 5 August, Lok Sabha earlier). The Act extends the same penal protection currently given to the

National Anthem to the National Song, "Vande Mataram."

Background: The original Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 penalised intentional insults to the National
Flag, the Constitution, and the National Anthem, but left the National Song without equivalent statutory protection — an
asymmetry repeatedly flagged in Parliament given Vande Mataram's constitutional status as India's National Song since the

Constituent Assembly's 1950 resolution, distinct from Jana Gana Mana's status as National Anthem.

Formal title: Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026.

Amends the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971.

Extends penal protection from the National Anthem alone to also cover the National Song (Vande Mataram).

Penalty: imprisonment up to three years, or fine, or both, for intentionally preventing its singing or disturbing an
assembly engaged in singing it.

® Passed during the Monsoon Session, 2026 (20 July - 13 August).

Vande Mataram has held National Song status since the Constituent Assembly's 1950 resolution, separate from the

National Anthem's status.

Presidential assent is the final constitutional step (Article 111) before a Bill becomes an Act.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS
e Raises the classic tension between compelled patriotic expression and Article 19(1)(a)'s freedom of speech, echoed in the Bijoe
Emmanuel case on compulsory anthem-singing.

e Statutory parity between Anthem and Song closes a decades-old asymmetry, but critics note criminal law is a blunt instrument

for enforcing reverence toward national symbols.

e Reflects a broader legislative trend of formalising symbolic/cultural nationalism through penal statute rather than civic

education.
e Implementation will test how courts distinguish "intentional insult" from legitimate dissent or artistic reinterpretation.

e Auseful comparative angle: many democracies protect national symbols through civil/administrative sanctions rather than

imprisonment.

| MEMORY TECHNIQUE — RETURNING TOPIC

Previously covered: Rajya Sabha passage, reported 7 Aug 2026

What's new today: Presidential assent granted — the Bill is now a law, not merely passed




UPSC relevance shift: Tests the Article 111 assent stage specifically, not just the legislative-passage stage

= PYQ LINKAGE
GS2 (thematic): Freedom of expression versus compelled reverence for national symbols is a recurring theme since the

Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of Kerala (1986) judgment.

@

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026:
1. It extends penal protection to the National Song alongside the National Anthem.

2. Itamends a 1971 parent Act.

3. It was enacted through a constitutional amendment.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only (b) 2and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). It is an ordinary amendment Act, not a constitutional amendment.

GS2 National Symbols Article 111 Memory Hook

GS2 05-06 August 2026 - Source: PIB / PRS Legislative Research

Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 Passed

Why in News: The Lok Sabha passed the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 by voice
vote around 5-6 August 2026, sharply raising penalties under the parent 2024 Act and mandating dedicated fast-track
judicial infrastructure for paper-leak and exam-fraud cases. The Bill was introduced by Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh and

now moves to the Rajya Sabha.

Background: The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 was India's first standalone central law
criminalising organised cheating, paper leaks and impersonation in public examinations, following a string of high-profile
leak scandals affecting recruitment and entrance exams. This 2026 amendment responds to continuing enforcement gaps

by steepening penalties and building dedicated prosecutorial and judicial capacity.

® Amends the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.

® [ndividual-offence punishment raised from 3-5 years to 5-10 years imprisonment.

® Fine ceiling raised from %10 lakh to 50 lakh for individual offences.

* Organised-crime-category offences now carry a minimum of 7 years' imprisonment.
* Mandates State/UT governments establish Special Fast Track Courts for these cases.
* Introduces the concept of Special Public Prosecutors for exam-fraud trials.

* Imposes a two-month investigation deadline.

* Passed by the Lok Sabha; now pending in the Rajya Sabha before Presidential assent.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS



e Escalating penalties signals a deterrence-first legislative philosophy, raising the classic debate on whether harsher sentences

alone curb organised exam fraud without parallel technological/procedural safeguards.

e Dedicated Fast Track Courts and Special Public Prosecutors mirror institutional patterns seen in POCSO and NDPS enforcement
— specialised judicial infrastructure for high-salience offence categories.

e Atwo-month investigation deadline is ambitious given the trans-state, often technologically sophisticated nature of paper-leak
networks.

e Reflects continuing student and public trust concerns after repeated recruitment-exam leak scandals across states.

e Raises a federalism question: mandating State-level Fast Track Courts from a Central law touches State judicial-administration

capacity and funding.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick
"5-10-7-2": individual offences now draw 5-10 years, organised offences draw a 7-year floor, and investigators get just

2 months to close the case.

Z PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2024 (thematic): The original Public Examinations Act, 2024 followed extensive Mains-relevant discussion on

examination integrity; this amendment is the direct legislative sequel.

@ Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill,
2026:

1. It amends a 2024 parent Act.

2. It reduces the punishment for organised-crime-category offences.

3. It mandates Special Fast Track Courts at the State/UT level.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 3 only (b) 2and 3 only (c) 1 and 2 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). The Bill raises, not reduces, penalties for organised offences.

GS2 Examination Integrity Fast Track Courts

GS2 Digital Governance & Health Policy 07 August 2026 - Source: National Health Authority / PIB (Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission)

ABHA Scan & Register Crosses 25 Crore OPD Registrations

Why in News: The National Health Authority announced around 7 August 2026 that its ABHA-based "Scan and Register"
service has crossed 25 crore outpatient (OPD) registrations, a scale milestone for the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission's

push to digitise hospital front-desk registration nationwide.

Background: The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), launched in 2021, created the Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA) — a 14-digit voluntary digital health ID intended to let patients' health records follow them across

providers. "Scan and Register" lets patients scan a QR code at a hospital's OPD counter to auto-fill registration details linked

to their ABHA ID, cutting paper-based queue time.

¥ KEY FACTS



* ABHA-based Scan & Register service has crossed 25 crore cumulative OPD registrations.
® Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission was launched in 2021 by the National Health Authority.

ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health Account) is a voluntary 14-digit unique digital health identifier.

® Scan & Register uses QR-code-based front-desk digitisation to link patients to their ABHA records instantly.
e ABDM's broader architecture also includes the Healthcare Professionals Registry and Health Facility Registry.

The Mission aims to create a federated (not centralised) national digital health ecosystem, where records stay with

providers but are discoverable via consent.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Front-desk digitisation at this scale is a leading indicator of ABDM's actual on-ground adoption, beyond headline ABHA-ID-
creation counts which can overstate real usage.

e Raises a data-protection question: health data is "sensitive personal data" under India's data protection framework, requiring
robust consent-architecture as scale grows.

e Complements the Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY insurance scheme by building the digital rails insurance claims and continuity-of-
care ultimately depend on.

e Auseful comparative point: Estonia's e-Health record system is often cited as a global benchmark ABDM is trying to approximate

at far greater population scale.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick
Think "Scan, don't stand" — the whole point of Scan & Register is replacing the OPD queue's paper form with a QR-
code scan linked to your ABHA.

Z PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2021 Mains touched on universal health coverage architecture; ABDM's digital-backbone progress is the natural

data-point update to that theme.

Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)
Q. Consider the following statements about the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission:
1. ABHA is a mandatory identifier for all Indian citizens.

2. It was launched in 2021.
3. It creates a fully centralised national database of patient health records.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a@)2only (b) 1and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). ABHA is voluntary, and ABDM's architecture is federated, not centralised.

GS2 ABDM Digital Health



National symbols law, exam-integrity reform, and digital health governance — three very different sub-themes under
one GS2 umbrella. Sahyog Mentorship's weekly review is built exactly to help you file these under the right syllabus heading.

theiasakademia.com

SECTION 03

International Relations

GS2 India and its Neighbourhood — Sri Lanka 05 August 2026 - Source: Ministry of External Affairs

India-Sri Lanka Social Security Agreement Negotiations Concluded

Why in News: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri undertook his first standalone visit to Sri Lanka as Foreign Secretary on 5
August 2026, during which the two countries successfully concluded negotiations on an India-Sri Lanka Social Security
Agreement, alongside new Lines of Credit and infrastructure commitments under the post-Cyclone Ditwah reconstruction
package.

Background: India has Social Security Agreements (SSAs) with over 20 countries, allowing workers who move between the
two countries to avoid double social-security contributions and to have their contribution periods counted for benefit
eligibility in either country. India-Sri Lanka relations have been anchored recently around post-disaster reconstruction
(Cyclone Ditwah) and India's "Neighbourhood First" and "Vision MAHASAGAR" frameworks for Indian Ocean engagement.

¥ KEY FACTS

* Negotiations on an India-Sri Lanka Social Security Agreement (SSA) successfully concluded; signature pending

internal procedures on both sides.
* Both sides agreed to advance talks on updating the India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement.
* Two new Lines of Credit exchanged: USD 250 million (railway projects) and USD 100 million (livestock/priority needs).
® Both fall under the broader USD 450 million Cyclone Ditwah reconstruction package.

* Discussions covered the Trincomalee energy hub, the Sampur solar power project, and electricity-grid

interconnection.

Agreement to expedite the Sri Lanka Unique Digital Identity project tender process.

Talks initiated on an MoU for rehabilitation/modernisation of Kankesanthurai harbour (USD 61.5 million grant).

Foreign Secretary raised the fishermen/detained-boats issue and urged Sri Lanka to hold Provincial Council elections.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

e An SSA with Sri Lanka would be a rare instance of India extending this instrument to a smaller neighbouring economy rather
than only to large labour-destination countries (Gulf states, Europe) — worth flagging as a policy first.

e Layering Lines of Credit, energy-hub development and digital-ID cooperation atop disaster reconstruction shows India using
humanitarian assistance as a springboard for deeper structural engagement.

e The unresolved fishermen dispute remains the most persistent irritant in the relationship, testing India's ability to balance

strategic/economic gains against a politically sensitive livelihoods issue.




e Raising Provincial Council elections and Tamil devolution keeps India's stake in the 13th Amendment's implementation visible

without appearing to dictate Sri Lanka's internal politics.

e Reinforces India's Indian Ocean "net security provider" positioning at a time of competing external interest in Sri Lankan ports.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "SSA + FTA + LoC" as the three-letter toolkit India used in one visit — Social Security Agreement, Free

Trade Agreement talks, and Lines of Credit, all advanced in a single Foreign Secretary trip.

Z PYQ LINKAGE
GS2 2013 & 2022 Mains have both tested India-Sri Lanka relations (fishermen issue, Tamil question); this SSA is a fresh
2026 data point for that recurring theme.

@ Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding Social Security Agreements (SSAs) that India signs with other

countries:

1. They prevent double social-security contributions for workers moving between the two countries.
2. They allow contribution periods in one country to count toward benefit eligibility in the other.

3. India has SSAs with fewer than five countries.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only (b) 2and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). India has SSAs with over 20 countries, not fewer than five.

GS2 India-Sri Lanka Social Security Agreement PYQ: GS2 2013/2022

GS2 Indian Ocean Security Architecture Static Topic — not tied to a current event - Source: MEA / Colombo Security Conclave Secretariat

Static IR Profile: The Colombo Security Conclave

Why in News: Featured today as this edition's rotating static IR profile, pairing thematically with the India-Sri Lanka Social

Security Agreement story above — both concern India's structured engagement with its Indian Ocean neighbourhood.

Background: The Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) began as a trilateral maritime-security dialogue between India, Sri
Lanka and the Maldives in 2011, lapsed for several years, and was revived and formally renamed in 2020. It has since
expanded its membership and institutional depth, reflecting India's push for a minilateral, non-military-alliance framework

for addressing shared non-traditional security threats in the Indian Ocean.

% KEY FACTS

® Originated in 2011 as a trilateral India-Sri Lanka-Maldives maritime security dialogue; revived and renamed in 2020.
* Expanded in 2022 to include Mauritius as a full member; Bangladesh and Seychelles participate as observers.

* Apermanent Secretariat was established in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 2022.

* Organised around five pillars: maritime safety and security; terrorism and radicalisation; trafficking and transnational

organised crime; cyber security and critical-infrastructure protection; and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

® Functions as a minilateral, consensus-based grouping rather than a formal treaty alliance.



* Complements India's bilateral security cooperation and its broader SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region)

doctrine.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

e The CSC exemplifies India's preference for flexible, non-binding minilateral security groupings over formal alliances in its
immediate maritime neighbourhood.

e |tsfive-pillar structure captures the shift in Indian Ocean security concerns from purely military threats toward non-traditional
ones — trafficking, cyber, disaster response.

e Locating the Secretariat in Colombo (not New Delhi) signals a deliberately non-hegemonic institutional design, useful for
answering "How does India lead without dominating?" style questions.

e |ts expansion pattern (Maldives-Sri Lanka core, then Mauritius, then Bangladesh/Seychelles as observers) offers a template for

how India scales regional security architecture incrementally.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

"3 became 5": the Conclave started as a 3-nation (India-Sri Lanka-Maldives) dialogue in 2011 and has grown into a 5-

pillar, multi-member Indian Ocean security architecture by 2022.

. PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2016 Mains asked about India's role in Indian Ocean security cooperation; the Colombo Security Conclave is the

concrete institutional answer to that theme today.

@ Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about the Colombo Security Conclave:

1. It originated as a trilateral India-Sri Lanka-Maldives dialogue.

2. Its permanent Secretariat is located in New Delhi.

3. Mauritius is a full member, while Bangladesh and Seychelles participate as observers.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 3 only (b) 1and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). The Secretariat is located in Colombo, not New Delhi.

GS2 Colombo Security Conclave SAGAR Static Topic

Neighbourhood diplomacy plus its institutional scaffolding, side by side — this is precisely the layered IR analysis
ANTIM 2027 trains you to produce under exam time pressure. theiasakademia.com

SECTION 04



Defence & Security

GS3 Border Management & Internal Security 08 August 2026 - Source: Ministry of Home Affairs (reported)

MHA Restricts Renewable Energy Projects Near India's Borders

Why in News: The Ministry of Home Affairs has issued guidelines, reported on 8 August 2026, barring new solar, wind and
hybrid renewable-energy projects within 1 km of India's international borders, the Line of Control and the Line of Actual
Control, and restricting the engagement of engineers, staff and labour from land-bordering countries near sensitive zones

without central government permission.

Background: India's border states — from Ladakh and Rajasthan to the Northeast — hold substantial untapped solar and
wind potential, and renewable-energy developers have increasingly sought to build capacity in these areas. The guidelines
respond to security concerns that foreign nationals and unregulated infrastructure so close to sensitive borders could
compromise reconnaissance security, echoing longstanding restrictions on construction and land use in border-adjacent

zones.

% KEY FACTS
* No new solar, wind or hybrid renewable-energy projects permitted within 1 km of the LoC, LAC and the International
Border.

® Restricts engagement of engineers, staff and labour from land-bordering countries (Pakistan, Bangladesh, China

explicitly named) near sensitive zones without central government permission.

Height caps on civil infrastructure: 3 metres (1-8 km from the border), 5 metres (8-20 km), and 15 metres (20-50 km).

All projects within 50 km of the border are classified "sensitive" and require security scrutiny.

Projects within 20 km of the LoC/LAC/International Border additionally require a separate No-Objection Certificate

from the Ministry of Defence.

Projects within 50 km require Ministry of Home Affairs security clearance.

Issued by the MHA's Internal Security wing.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Creates a direct policy tension between India's renewable-energy expansion targets (border states hold prime solar/wind sites)
and border-security imperatives — a genuine two-sided trade-off.

e Graduated height and distance restrictions (1-8-20-50 km bands) reflect a risk-tiered approach rather than a blanket prohibition,
worth noting as good regulatory design.

e Naming Pakistan, Bangladesh and China explicitly in a labour-restriction clause signals threat perception is calibrated by country
of origin, not merely geography.

e The dual clearance requirement (MoD NOC within 20 km, MHA clearance within 50 km) illustrates inter-ministerial coordination
architecture for border-zone infrastructure approval.

e Raises implementation questions for renewable-energy developers who had already begun site assessments in border districts

before the guidelines were issued.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick



Remember the ladder "1-8-20-50": 1 km is the hard no-build line, 8 km and 20 km mark rising height caps, and 50 km

is the outer edge where "sensitive" classification kicks in at all.

Z PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 2018 Mains discussed border-area infrastructure development trade-offs; this is a fresh security-versus-

development case study on the same theme.

Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Ministry of Home Affairs' 2026 border-area renewable energy
guidelines:

1. No new renewable energy projects are allowed within 1 km of the LoC, LAC and International Border.

2. Projects within 20 km of the LoC/LAC require a No-Objection Certificate from the Ministry of Defence.

3. All projects within 100 km of the border are classified "sensitive."

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@)1and 2 only (b)2and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). The "sensitive" classification threshold is 50 km, not 100 km.

GS3 Border Management Renewable Energy Internal Security

GS3 Indigenous Defence Platforms — Naval

Static Topic — not tied to a current event - Source: Indian Navy / Ministry of Defence / Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd

Static Defence Profile: Project 75 and the Kalvari-Class Submarines

Why in News: Featured today as this edition's rotating static Defence profile under the pre-approved fallback protocol,
since Border Roads Organisation/Vibrant Villages Programme, Arjun Mk-1A and the Counter-Terror Architecture are all

within their 30-day rotation windows and today's fresh Defence slot was filled by the MHA border-security story above.

Background: Project 75 is India's programme to build six Scorpene-class diesel-electric attack submarines under
technology transfer from France's Naval Group, constructed domestically at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL),
Mumbai — a flagship example of India's "Make in India" push in complex defence shipbuilding, distinct from the follow-on

Project 751 programme which will add air-independent propulsion (AIP) capability.

¥ KEY FACTS

® Project 75 covers six Scorpene-class diesel-electric submarines, built under French Naval Group technology transfer.

* Allsix built domestically at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), Mumbai.

® Submarinesin the class: INS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS Karanj, INS Vela, INS Vagir and INS Vagsheer.

* Equipped with advanced sonar, precision-guided weapons, and the capability to launch anti-ship missiles from
underwater.

® Project 751 is the planned follow-on programme, introducing air-independent propulsion (AIP) for significantly longer
submerged endurance.

® Part of the Indian Navy's broader submarine-arm modernisation, alongside indigenous nuclear-powered submarine

development.



e Reflects the Navy's shift from import-dependence toward domestically manufactured conventional submarines with

substantial indigenous content.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Project 75 is a textbook case of technology-transfer-enabled indigenisation — collaboration with a foreign OEM (Naval Group)
while building domestic shipyard capability at MDL.

e The gap between Project 75 (conventional propulsion) and the planned Project 75l (AIP-enabled) illustrates the phased,
capability-ladder approach India takes to complex defence platforms.

e Submarine fleet modernisation intersects directly with India's maritime strategy in the Indian Ocean, where undersea capability
is a key deterrent and surveillance asset.

e Persistent delays common to submarine-construction programmes globally (design complexity, technology-absorption
timelines) are a recurring theme in Indian defence-procurement critiques.

e Complements the Colombo Security Conclave's maritime-security pillar discussed in this edition's IR section — undersea

capability underwrites the broader Indian Ocean security posture.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember the six names as a launch sequence: Kalvari, Khanderi, Karanj, Vela, Vagir, Vagsheer — all Scorpene-class,

all built at MDL, Mumbai, under Project 75.

-

= PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 2019 Prelims tested indigenous submarine/naval platform names; Project 75 and its successor Project 75| remain

a recurring Prelims-MCQ favourite.

@ Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about Project 75:

1. Itinvolves the construction of Scorpene-class submarines with French technology transfer.
2. All submarines under this project were built at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited.

3. Project 751 is the same programme as Project 75 under a renamed designation.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only (b)2and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). Project 75l is a distinct, follow-on programme adding AIP capability, not a renaming of Project 75.

GS3 Project 75 Kalvari-Class Static Topic

Border-security trade-offs and indigenous platform architecture are exactly the kind of applied GS3 material EMP uses
to sharpen ethical and strategic reasoning together. theiasakademia.com

SECTION 05



Science & Technology

GS3

Science & Technology — International Mega-Science 07 August 2026 - Source: PIB / Department of Atomic Energy

India Delivers Superconducting Magnets to the FAIR Mega-Science Project

Why in News: India has delivered indigenously developed high-precision superconducting magnets and related

accelerator components as its in-kind contribution to the Facility for Antiproton and lon Research (FAIR), a major

international mega-science project under construction at GSI, Darmstadt, Germany, reported around 7 August 2026.

Background: India joined FAIR as a partner nation in 2010, one of a small group of countries — alongside Germany, Russia,

France, Finland, Sweden, Poland and Romania — collaborating on this next-generation particle-accelerator facility. The

Department of Atomic Energy coordinates India's participation, which spans multiple Indian mega-science collaborations

(also including CERN and ITER) as instruments of both scientific capability-building and international scientific diplomacy.

-~

KEY FACTS
FAIR (Facility for Antiproton and lon Research) is under construction at GSI, Darmstadt, Germany.

India delivered high-precision superconducting magnets and accelerator components as its in-kind contribution.
India joined FAIR as a partner nation in 2010.

Other partner nations include Germany, Russia, France, Finland, Sweden, Poland and Romania.

Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) coordinates India's participation.

India's other contributions include power converters, ultra-high vacuum chambers, beam stoppers and detector
systems.

Indian scientists are involved in building detectors for FAIR's NUSTAR, CBM and PANDA experiments.

FAIR will enable forefront research in nuclear, hadron, atomic and plasma physics.

MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

Superconducting-magnet manufacturing capability built for FAIR has direct spillover value for India's own accelerator and
fusion-research programmes.

Participation in mega-science projects like FAIR, CERN and ITER functions as scientific soft power — building trust and technical
relationships with advanced research nations.

In-kind (hardware) contributions, rather than purely financial ones, force domestic industry and DAE laboratories to develop
cutting-edge manufacturing capability at home.

Basic research in nuclear and hadron physics has long-horizon payoffs — a useful example for Mains answers on why India

should fund fundamental science alongside applied technology.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember India's "mega-science trio": CERN (particle collisions), ITER (fusion energy), and now FAIR (antiproton and

ion research) — three different frontiers, one common DAE-coordinated strategy of in-kind contribution.

E3
=)

PYQ LINKAGE



GS3 2017 Prelims tested India's CERN/ITER mega-science participation; FAIR extends this same recurring theme to a
third facility.

Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about India's participation in the FAIR project:
1. FAIR is located in Germany.

2. India joined FAIR as a partner nation in 2010.

3. India's contribution is entirely financial, with no hardware component.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). India's contribution includes substantial in-kind hardware (magnets, detectors), not purely financial

support.

GS3 FAIR Mega-Science DAE

GS3 Science & Technology — Space Propulsion Static Topic — not tied to a current event - Source: ISRO / Department of Space

Static S&T Profile: India's Cryogenic Engine Story

Why in News: Featured today as this edition's rotating static Science & Technology profile, pairing naturally with
yesterday's Gaganyaan human-rating coverage — cryogenic upper-stage propulsion is precisely what gives India's heaviest

launch vehicles their payload capacity.

Background: Cryogenic engines burn super-cooled liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen to deliver far greater fuel efficiency
than solid or earth-storable liquid propellants, making them essential for placing heavy payloads into geostationary
transfer orbit. India's cryogenic capability has a well-known origin story: a 1991 technology-transfer agreement with
Russia's Glavkosmos was blocked by United States-led sanctions in 1992 (citing missile-technology-control concerns),

forcing India to develop the technology indigenously from scratch.

% KEY FACTS
* Cryogenic engines use liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen as propellants, stored at extremely low temperatures.

® A 1991 Glavkosmos (Russia)-ISRO technology-transfer deal was blocked by US-led sanctions in 1992 over missile-

technology-control concerns.
* India subsequently developed its own indigenous cryogenic upper-stage engine programme.
® GSLV-D5 (2014) was the first fully successful flight using India's indigenous cryogenic upper stage (CE-7.5).
® The more powerful CE-20 cryogenic engine now powers the LVM3 (formerly GSLV Mk I1l) launch vehicle's upper stage.

® CE-20is also central to the Human Rated Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (HLVM3) used for the Gaganyaan human-spaceflight

programme.

* Cryogenic propulsion is technically demanding due to extreme temperature control, insulation and material-

engineering requirements.

@& MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS



e The cryogenic-engine story is a classic case study in how technology-denial regimes can catalyse rather than permanently block
indigenous capability development.

e CE-20's dual civilian-and-human-spaceflight application (LVM3 and Gaganyaan's HLVM3) shows how one core propulsion
technology underwrites multiple mission classes.

o |[llustrates the strategic logic behind India's push for self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in critical, dual-use technologies with
export-control sensitivities.

e Auseful example for answers on how international sanctions regimes (MTCR-adjacent controls) have shaped India's indigenous

science and technology trajectory.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

"Blocked in '92, flew in 2014" — the twenty-two years between the US sanctions blocking Russian technology transfer

and GSLV-D5's first successful indigenous cryogenic flight is the whole story in one number-pair.

-

Z PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 2019 Mains (thematic): India's indigenous space-technology development under external technology-denial

regimes is a recurring theme; the cryogenic-engine story is its clearest illustration.

Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about India's cryogenic engine programme:

1. Cryogenic engines use liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen as propellants.

2. GSLV-D5 was the first fully successful flight using India's indigenous cryogenic upper stage.

3. The CE-20 engine is used only for uncrewed satellite launches, never for human-rated missions.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@)1and 2 only (b)2and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). CE-20 also powers the human-rated HLVM3 used for Gaganyaan.

GS3 Cryogenic Engine ISRO Static Topic

Mega-science diplomacy and indigenous propulsion history are exactly the depth-over-breadth material LAKSHYAM

AIR1 is built to drill into exam-ready form. theiasakademia.com

SECTION 06

Economy

@ Indian Economy — Consumer Sentiment & Monetary Policy Data 06 August 2026 - Source: Reserve Bank of India

RBI's July 2026 Consumer Confidence Survey Shows Softening Sentiment



Why in News: The Reserve Bank of India released its July 2026 round of the Consumer Confidence Survey around 6 August
2026, showing both urban and rural sentiment indices moderating as households cite continuing concerns over the current
economic situation, employment prospects and inflation. This is a distinct data release from the MPC's August rate

decision, tracking household sentiment rather than the policy rate itself.

Background: The RBI conducts its Consumer Confidence Survey bi-monthly across major cities and rural/semi-urban
areas, capturing households' perception of the current economic situation (Current Situation Index) and their outlook for

the year ahead (Future Expectations Index) — a standard behavioural-economics input the Monetary Policy Committee

weighs alongside hard macro data.

KEY FACTS

-~

* Survey conducted 11-20 July 2026; released alongside the RBI's August bulletin.

Urban Current Situation Index (CSI) fell to 88.3 from 90.7 in May 2026.

Urban Future Expectations Index (FEI) eased to 115.3 from 118.7, though still above the neutral 100 mark.

e Urban survey covered 5,987 respondents across 19 major cities.

Rural CSI moderated to 91.7 from 95.2; Rural FEIl declined to 113.6 from 119.3.

Rural survey covered 8,581 respondents across rural and semi-urban areas in all States plus three Union Territories.

Households cited concerns on the current economic situation, employment prospects and inflation as the main drags

on sentiment.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

e Anindex reading above 100 on the Future Expectations Index alongside a falling Current Situation Index suggests households are
more worried about the present than the future — a useful distinction for interpreting sentiment data correctly.

e Softening rural sentiment despite generally stable agricultural output data illustrates how perception-based indicators can
diverge from headline GDP/agricultural statistics.

e Consumer-confidence surveys function as a leading indicator for private consumption expenditure, a major component of GDP
— worth linking to broader growth-forecast discussions.

e The RBI's practice of triangulating hard data (inflation, IIP) with soft/behavioural surveys reflects a more holistic approach to

monetary-policy inputs.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "CSI down, FEI still up" — Current Situation Index falling while Future Expectations Index stays above 100

means households are pessimistic about today but still hopeful about tomorrow.

= PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 (thematic): RBI survey-based indicators supplementing hard macro data is a recurring Economy Mains theme on

monetary-policy inputs and transmission.

@ Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Q. Consider the following statements about the RBI's Consumer Confidence Survey:
1. Itis conducted bi-monthly.
2. Areading above 100 on an index indicates a pessimistic outlook.

3. It covers both urban and rural/semi-urban respondents.



Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1and 3 only (b) 2and 3 only (c) 1 and 2 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). A reading above 100 indicates optimism (values above the neutral threshold), not pessimism.

GS3 RBI Survey Consumer Confidence

GS3 Indian Economy — Macroeconomic Concepts Static Topic — not tied to a current event - Source: RBI / Economic Survey framework

Static Economy Concept: The Twin Deficit Problem

Why in News: Featured today as this edition's rotating static Economy concept, giving analytical grounding to recurring

headline data points on India's fiscal and current account positions without repeating any single quarter's figures.

Background: The "twin deficit" refers to the simultaneous occurrence of a fiscal deficit (government spending exceeding
revenue) and a current account deficit (a country importing more goods, services and capital income than it exports). The
concept, drawn from open-economy macroeconomics, explains how the two deficits can reinforce each other through their

combined effect on national savings, interest rates and the exchange rate.

¥ KEY FACTS

* Fiscal deficit = total government expenditure minus total non-borrowed receipts, in a given fiscal year.

® Current Account Deficit (CAD) = the gap when a country's imports of goods, services and net income/transfers exceed
its exports.

* The twin-deficit hypothesis links the two via the national savings-investment identity: a rising fiscal deficit, if not
matched by private savings, tends to widen the CAD.

* India's FRBM Act, 2003 (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act) sets statutory fiscal-deficit glide-path
targets to discipline government borrowing.

* Awidening CAD is typically financed through capital-account inflows — FDI, FPI, External Commercial Borrowings, or
a drawdown of forex reserves.

Persistent twin deficits can pressure the currency, raise import-price inflation, and increase external-financing

vulnerability.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

e The twin-deficit link is not mechanical — India has, in some years, seen fiscal deficits widen while the CAD narrowed, driven by
private-savings behaviour and import-substitution effects, so the relationship must be argued with nuance, not assumed.

e FRBM-style fiscal rules exist precisely to prevent the fiscal-deficit side of the equation from spiralling and dragging the external
account down with it.

e Financing the CAD via volatile portfolio-investment (FPI) inflows rather than stable FDI raises sudden-stop risk during global risk-
off episodes.

e The concept links directly to exchange-rate management, forex-reserve adequacy debates, and India's broader external-sector

resilience framework.

@ Let's Remember This Through a Trick



Think of the twin deficits as two leaking taps in the same bathtub — the fiscal deficit drains domestic savings, and if

domestic savings can't keep the tub full, the current account has to import water from abroad.

= PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2015 Mains: "How the concept of Public Debt Management Agency (PDMA) is different from that of Central Bank of

a country? Critically examine..." touches adjacent fiscal-external linkages; twin deficits are a natural companion

concept.

@

Q. Consider the following statements about the "twin deficit" in macroeconomics:

1. It refers to the simultaneous occurrence of a fiscal deficit and a current account deficit.
2. Awidening fiscal deficit always narrows the current account deficit.

3. The FRBM Act, 2003 sets statutory fiscal-deficit targets for the Government of India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 3 only (b) 1and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). The fiscal-CAD relationship is not automatic or "always" — it depends on savings-investment behaviour.

GS3 Twin Deficit FRBM Act Static Topic

Sentiment data and macro theory, side by side — exactly the blend NEEB 300+ Live PYQ Writing pushes you to

synthesise into a single coherent Mains answer. theiasakademia.com
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