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|. Background & Aime

THE IAS AKADEMIA

Rationalist philosopher: contemporary critic of Descartes & Spinoz:

Individuality

B Freedom
Seeks a metaphysics that preserves

1. Fundamental Metaphysical Principle

___God's perfectior

Scientific explanatior
System built on: Monads, P Harmony, Principle of

Reason, Identity of

Nothing happens without a reason why it is so and not otherwise
A. Principle of Sufficient Reason (PSR) Rejects Spinoza’s deterministic monism and Descartes’ interactionisn

The universe must be intelligible in rational terms

No two entities can be completely alike in all properties
If indiscernible — numerically identice
Ground for individuality of monads

B. Principle of Identity of Indiscernibles

Used to reject material atoms (which are indistinguishable

Simple, non-extended, indivisible substancet

A. Definition of Monads, "Metaphysical points”

No spatial parts; exist outside physical spact

no physical interaction or causal influence

each monad mirrors the universe
Qualitatively identical but quantitatively different

— Leibniz’s

Similar to Jaina jivas and Ramanuja’s selves
of Substan

IV. Pre-Established Harmon:

Leibniz — Detailed Mind Ma;

IX. Criticisms,

V. God in Leibniz's System

VIl Freedom & Caus

VIII. Identity of Indiscernibles — Detailed

Perception: internal representation of the worle

Appetition: internal drive causing change in perception

Bare Monads: minimal perception (like sleeping state
Animal Monads: memory + sensory perceptior

Rational Monads (Spirits): self-consciousness + reasor
Supreme Monad (God): infinite perception & rationality
To avoid Cartesian problem of interactior

D. Why

To preserve metaphysical simplicity

teraction would imply compound nature = contradicts monad simplicil
N If monads cannot interact, how is the world coordinated"
A Ratlona\e

God synchronizes all monads at creation—like perfectly tuned clock

dinds internal changes correspond to body's change
B. How PEH Works o | exchange: only parallel unfolding
d-body problem without dualistic contac

teractionism

PEH

De:

pineal gland
Spinoza: psychophysical parallelism (attributes of one substance
Leibniz: pre-established harmony (synchronization by God
AN B Ensures best possible worlc
. Necessary Bein
Y Eedo, ___Rational, benevolent, omniscient

C. Comparison,

Among infinite possible worlds, God

the bes
nees maximal variety with maximal harmony

It is infinitely divisible
because,

Via o Lacks unit
tier & Body ical objects are well-
B. Body as Aggregates of Monad: B

) Cannot ground identity
N Berkeley) but deriva
- n

Determinism = fata

Freedom = acting according to one’s internal principle (apperceptior

No external causal determinatior

Two beings with all identical properties are one bein
A Core Idea
O—___ Identity must be grounded in qualitative difference:

God would have no reason to create duplicate:
Violates Principle of Sufficient Reason
Ensures individual uniqueness

Monads differ in degree of perceptior
Monads differ in temporal unfolding
Real ir

C. Role in Monadology.

Proves:

is grounded in internal states
Kant: monads are . ; nature blocks
A. Against Monadology Hegel: monads are “windowless atoms” incapable of real unit:

Empiricists: no observational basis for monads

Appears ad hoc
B. Against P Harmon

Makes God micromanaging synchr
No empirical evidence
Symmetrical worlds & duplicates challenge i
Max Black's thought experiment: two identical spheres
Quantum particles may be indistinguishable

C. Against Identity of Indiscernible;

Foundation for rational theology

Influenced Kant's metaphysics & pre-critical though

Precursor to modern possible worlds semantice

Major impact on philosophy of mind & system theon
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