
📰 Today's Top Headlines

1 India hosts 16th BRICS National Security Advisers' Meeting in New Delhi; NSA Doval chairs talks on non-traditional

security threats.

GS2

2 India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) set to enter into force on July 15, 2026; zero duty on

99% of India's tariff lines.

GS3

3 RBI keeps repo rate unchanged at 5.25%; revises FY27 GDP growth forecast downward to 6.6%. GS3

4 Supreme Court rules courts cannot impose timelines on President or Governors for granting assent to State Bills;

upholds constitutional flexibility.

GS2

5 JPC on One Nation One Election finds simultaneous polls could save ₹7 lakh crore and boost GDP growth by up to

1.6%.

GS2

6 India's defence exports cross ₹33,000 crore in FY2025-26, up from ₹60 crore in 2013-14; BrahMos deals with Vietnam

and Indonesia signed.

GS3

7 NSA Ajit Doval holds landmark talks with Chinese FM Wang Yi on sidelines of BRICS NSA meeting; described as

"constructive and forward-looking."

GS2

8 ISRO launches Indian Space Hackathon 2026 with 15 challenges covering AI, climate modelling, satellite imagery and

lunar exploration.

GS3

9 India's foreign exchange reserves stand at US$682.3 billion as of May 29, 2026, described as "healthy and adequate" by

RBI.

GS3

10 India-EU Free Trade Agreement approaching final stages; Safran-SatSure partnership formalised at Eurosatory 2026

in Paris for geospatial intelligence.

GS2/GS3
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⚖️ Polity & Governance

GS2 Constitutional Bodies · Executive-Legislature Relations 23 June 2026

Supreme Court: No Deadlines for President or Governors on State Bills — Constitutional

Flexibility Upheld

What happened: A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, responding to a Presidential Reference following the landmark

Tamil Nadu Bills case, ruled that courts cannot prescribe timelines for the President or Governors to grant assent to Bills passed

by State Assemblies. The Bench held that imposing "deemed assent" would be contrary to the constitutional framework

embedded in Articles 200 and 201. The judgment reaffirms the discretionary dimension of gubernatorial action while

simultaneously warning against "pocket vetoes" that subvert legislative intent.

Why it matters for UPSC: This ruling sits at the intersection of federalism, constitutional law, and executive accountability — a

perennial GS2 hot zone. Expect Prelims questions on Articles 200/201, "deemed assent," and Mains on Centre-State legislative

relations and the Governor's role as a constitutional functionary.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ Article 200 — Governor's options on a State Bill: assent, withhold, reserve for President

▸ Article 201 — Presidential assent to Bills reserved by Governor; no constitutional time limit stated

▸ Trigger: Tamil Nadu Governor's prolonged delay on State Bills led to earlier Supreme Court verdict; Presidential Reference

sought clarification on permissible timelines

💡  TEACHING HOOK

Think of it as a traffic signal: The Constitution gives the Governor a red/green/yield option (Article 200), but the Court has

now said no one can install a timer on that signal. Flexibility is the design — abuse is the danger. UPSC loves this tension

between form and function in constitutional governance.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"The Governor is an agent of the Centre." Critically examine this statement in the context of Centre-State relations. (UPSC

GS2 Mains, 2016) | Also: UPSC Prelims 2014 — Which of the following is NOT correct about the Governor's power under

Article 200?

GS2 Electoral Reforms · Federalism · Constitutional Amendments June 2026

JPC on One Nation One Election: Simultaneous Polls Could Save ₹7 Lakh Crore, Boost

GDP by 1.6%

What happened: The Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) examining the One Nation One Election (ONOE) proposal has

submitted that synchronising Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections could save approximately ₹7 lakh crore in aggregate

election expenditure and add up to 1.6 percentage points to GDP growth — largely by reducing governance disruptions caused

by Model Code of Conduct blackout periods. The JPC recommends a phased transition starting with local body elections being

aligned in the third phase.

Why it matters for UPSC: ONOE is one of the most debated electoral reforms of the decade. UPSC has asked about it in Mains

2023 and it remains live for 2026-27. Key angles: constitutional amendments required (Articles 83, 85, 172, 174, 356), federal

implications, Election Commission's logistical capacity, and democratic theory arguments for/against.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ Articles requiring amendment: 83 (Lok Sabha term), 85 (dissolution), 172 (State legislature term), 174, 356



▸ The Law Commission (2018) first formally recommended ONOE in its 170th report

▸ Model Code of Conduct (MCC) freeze periods can last 3–6 months across election cycles, disrupting policy implementation

💡  TEACHING HOOK

Mnemonic — "83-85-172-174-356" are the five constitutional articles that ONOE touches. Recall them as "83 85 — two years

after independence (1947+38=85), State has its own timeline (172), its own session (174), and President's Rule (356) must be

rethought." One fact, five articles, zero confusion.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State Assemblies will limit the relevance of regional issues and politicise the local

body elections. Discuss." (UPSC GS2 Mains, 2023) | UPSC Prelims 2015 — on the composition and powers of the Election

Commission.

🌐 International Relations

GS2 India's Foreign Policy · Multilateral Groupings · BRICS 22–23 June 2026

16th BRICS NSA Meeting in New Delhi: India Chairs Talks on Non-Traditional Security,

Doval Meets Wang Yi

What happened: India hosted the 16th BRICS National Security Advisers' (NSA) Meeting in New Delhi on June 22–23, 2026,

under India's BRICS Chairship (theme: "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability"). NSA Ajit Doval

chaired discussions on non-traditional security challenges including cybersecurity, AI-driven threats, and West Asia instability.

Notably, Doval held talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi — described by MEA as "constructive and forward-looking" —

continuing the post-Galwan normalisation trajectory. Bilateral meetings were also held with Brazil, Ethiopia, South Africa, and

Iran.

Why it matters for UPSC: BRICS is India's premier multilateral platform for the Global South. The India-China bilateral within

the BRICS framework, West Asia security, and non-traditional security (cyber, AI) are all high-probability Prelims and Mains

topics. India's fourth BRICS Chairship and the expanded BRICS+ format are key facts.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ India's BRICS Chairships: 2012, 2016, 2021, 2026 — fourth time as Chair

▸ BRICS+ members (joined 2024): Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE (Argentina declined)

▸ India-China talks: First high-level bilateral at BRICS since military disengagement at LAC in 2024; "gradual normalisation"

language used by MEA

💡  TEACHING HOOK

Remember BRICS India Chairship years with: "2012 — Born; 2016 — Growing; 2021 — Adolescent; 2026 — Mature." Each

Chairship coincides with a different phase of India's global ambition — from Delhi Declaration to New Delhi Summit (2023) to

the current multilateral security agenda. Wang Yi meeting = the diplomatic pivot point of 2026.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE



"BRICS has transformed from an economic acronym into a geopolitical grouping." Evaluate. (UPSC GS2 Mains, 2022) | UPSC

Prelims 2020 — Which of the following is NOT correct about the BRICS grouping?

GS3 Indian Economy · Trade Policy · International Trade Agreements June 2026

India-UK CETA to Take Effect July 15, 2026: Zero Duty on 99% of India's Tariff Lines; Social

Security Pact Also Activated

What happened: The India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), signed on July 24, 2025, will enter into

force on July 15, 2026. The deal grants zero customs duty on over 99% of India's tariff lines in the UK market, providing Indian

exporters a 7–10% tariff advantage over competitors. The accompanying Double Contribution Convention (DCC) — eliminating

double Social Security contributions for Indian professionals working in the UK — also activates on the same date. India is

simultaneously in advanced negotiations for an FTA with the EU.

Why it matters for UPSC: India-UK CETA is one of the most significant bilateral trade milestones of the decade. UPSC angles:

India's shift from protectionism (high tariff walls) to strategic FTAs, WTO compatibility, services trade (IT, healthcare workers),

and the DCC's implications for the Indian diaspora. Connect to Make in India and PLI schemes as supply-side complements.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ 99%+ of India's tariff lines at zero duty in UK market upon entry into force

▸ DCC (Double Contribution Convention): Indian workers in UK exempted from dual Social Security payments; valid for 3

years, extendable

▸ India's other active FTAs: UAE CEPA (2022), Australia ECTA (2022); EU and Canada FTAs in progress

💡  TEACHING HOOK

The CETA mnemonic: C-E-T-A = Comprehensive (scope) · Equal (99% zero duty) · Trade (goods) · Arrangement+ (DCC

covers people). Unlike earlier India FTAs that were "partial," this one covers goods, services, investment, and workers — the

full quadfecta. That's what makes it "comprehensive."

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Economic diplomacy has emerged as the cornerstone of India's foreign policy in the 21st century." Discuss with reference to

India's recent trade agreements. (UPSC GS2 Mains, 2023) | UPSC Prelims 2021 — on WTO and Dispute Settlement

Mechanism.
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🛡️ Defence & Security

GS3 Defence Indigenisation · Strategic Exports · Make in India June 2026



India's Defence Exports Surge to ₹33,000 Crore in FY26; BrahMos Delivered to Vietnam

and Indonesia

What happened: India's defence exports have reached ₹33,000 crore (approximately US$4 billion) in the fiscal year ending

March 2026 — a staggering 550-fold increase from ₹60 crore in 2013-14. BrahMos supersonic cruise missile systems have been

delivered to Vietnam and Indonesia under government-to-government agreements, marking India's first major weapon system

export to ASEAN. Seven specialised defence manufacturing clusters are being set up across India, each led by a designated state

with IIT support. Interest from Thailand, South Africa, Brazil, and Chile has also been received for BrahMos.

Why it matters for UPSC: India's journey from the world's largest arms importer to a significant exporter is a transformative

GS3 story. Key UPSC angles: the Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP 2020), iDEX initiative, DPIIT's role in defence FDI (74%

under automatic route), and India's strategic relationship with ASEAN through defence exports.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ Defence export target: ₹50,000 crore (US$5 billion) by 2025; ₹33,000 crore achieved in FY26

▸ BrahMos: World's fastest operational supersonic cruise missile; joint venture between DRDO (India) and NPO

Mashinostroyeniya (Russia)

▸ Defence FDI: 100% allowed; 74% under automatic route, beyond 74% under government route

💡  TEACHING HOOK

The 550x growth story (₹60 crore → ₹33,000 crore in 12 years) is your exam anchor. Frame it as a policy ecosystem: DAP 2020

→ iDEX → Defence Corridors (UP + Tamil Nadu) → DPSUs privatisation → Export orders. Each step is a potential Prelims

MCQ. The BrahMos export to ASEAN is India's "defence diplomacy meets trade diplomacy" moment.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Self-reliance in defence production is both a strategic and economic imperative for India." Examine. (UPSC GS3 Mains, 2021)

| UPSC Prelims 2023 — BrahMos is a joint venture between India and which country?

THEIAS AKADEMIA Defence exports, technology

sovereignty, and the ethics of

arms trade are themes explored in

our

EMP (Ethics

& Moral

Philosophy)

module — because UPSC GS4

often tests the ethical

dimensions of security policy.

Explore at

theiasakademia.com

🔬 Science & Technology

GS3 Space Technology · Innovation Ecosystem · AI Applications June 2026

ISRO Launches Indian Space Hackathon 2026: 15 AI-Satellite Challenges Including Lunar

Exploration and Solar Flare Forecasting

What happened: ISRO has launched the third edition of the Indian Space Hackathon 2026, a national student innovation

competition with applications open until July 1, 2026. The hackathon features 15 challenges spanning AI, climate modelling,

satellite imagery analysis, air quality monitoring, agriculture, exoplanet detection, lunar exploration, solar flare forecasting,

and satellite operations. Simultaneously, a month-long Space Technology & Research Program (June 15–July 11) has been

launched at Chandigarh University with senior ISRO, IIST, and Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL) scientists.



Why it matters for UPSC: ISRO's citizen-engagement and innovation outreach models are frequently asked in GS3 context. The

intersection of space technology with AI, climate science, and agriculture (precision farming via satellite) reflects India's whole-

of-government approach to technology. Key concepts: SCL (Chandigarh — India's premier semiconductor facility), iDEX model

being mirrored in space sector.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ ISRO Space Hackathon 2026: 3rd edition; 15 challenge domains; open to all Indian students

▸ Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL): Located in Chandigarh; India's only government-owned semiconductor fabrication

facility under Department of Space

▸ India's space economy target: US$44 billion by 2033 (currently ~US$8 billion); IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion

and Authorisation Centre) enables private sector participation

💡  TEACHING HOOK

Remember the space governance trio: ISRO (R&D) + IN-SPACe (Regulation) + NewSpace India Ltd/NSIL

(Commercialisation). The Space Hackathon sits under ISRO's innovation mandate. The fact that it includes AI + satellites +

agriculture shows how "space tech" has become "everyday tech" — a framing UPSC Mains loves for 10-mark answers.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"India's space programme is more about application than exploration." Critically analyse. (UPSC GS3 Mains, 2022) | UPSC

Prelims 2019 — What is the purpose of IN-SPACe?
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📊 Economy

GS3 Monetary Policy · Inflation · Banking & Finance June 2026

RBI Holds Repo Rate at 5.25%, Revises FY27 GDP to 6.6%; Crude Oil at US$110/Barrel

Raises Stagflation Watch

What happened: The Reserve Bank of India's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) kept the policy repo rate unchanged at 5.25%

in its June 2026 review, maintaining a neutral stance. FY27 GDP growth forecast was revised downward from 6.9% to 6.6%,

while CPI inflation is projected at 5.1% for FY27 — rising from 4.2% in Q1 to 5.9% in Q3 before moderating. India's crude oil

basket averaging US$110/barrel (April-May 2026) is the primary inflation risk driver. India's foreign exchange reserves stand at a

robust US$682.3 billion as of May 29, 2026.

Why it matters for UPSC: MPC decisions sit at the heart of GS3 economic governance. The stagflation risk (high inflation +

slowing growth) is a classic UPSC Mains scenario. Key concepts: Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework (4% ± 2%), MPC's

composition (3 RBI + 3 Government nominees), neutral vs. accommodative stance distinction, and forex reserves as a macro-

stability buffer.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ Repo rate: 5.25% (unchanged); MPC stance: Neutral (withdrawal of accommodation posture since 2022)



▸ FY27 GDP forecast: 6.6% (revised down from 6.9%); CPI inflation: 5.1% for FY27

▸ Forex reserves: US$682.3 billion (May 29, 2026) — among world's top 5; provides ~12 months import cover

💡  TEACHING HOOK

The "5.25-6.6-5.1" triad is today's must-memorise: Repo Rate · GDP · Inflation. Think of it as India's economic vital signs.

The crude oil price (US$110/barrel) is the "blood pressure reading" that's worrying the doctors (MPC). If crude stays high →
imported inflation → MPC cannot cut rates even if growth slows → stagflation trap. That's a 15-mark Mains answer in one

paragraph.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Monetary policy transmission in India is incomplete due to structural rigidities in the banking sector." Examine. (UPSC GS3

Mains, 2020) | UPSC Prelims 2022 — With reference to the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of India, which of the following

is correct?
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