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¢¢ ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY

@ Environment - Agriculture - Human-Wildlife Conflict June 2026 - Source: Down to Earth / PIB

PMFBY Now Covers Crop Losses from Wild Animal Attacks — Farmers Near Forests Get
Historic Protection

What happened: The revised Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) framework includes crop losses from wild animal attacks as
the 5th sub-category under Localised Risks, effective Kharif 2026. This directly addresses the growing human-wildlife conflict crisis:
tigers killed 40 people in the first half of 2025 alone; elephant attacks rose in 10 states. Farmers must upload geotagged photographs
within 72 hours of damage via the crop insurance app. State governments identify vulnerable districts and listed species (elephants,
nilgai, wild boar, monkeys, deer). This marks the first systemic policy response connecting wildlife protection law and agricultural
insurance architecture.

Why it matters for UPSC: This is a nexus issue — linking Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (Schedule | species causing crop damage but
legally protected), PMFBY (GS3 agriculture), and human-wildlife conflict (GS3 Environment). UPSC Mains frequently tests policy

interventions at such intersections. The 72-hour geotagging requirement also tests digital agriculture (GS3) and governance technology.

4 KEY FACTS

e Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC): India reports 500+ human deaths annually from elephant attacks; crop damage runs to thousands of
crores per year in border forest states.

o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule | species (elephants, tigers, leopards) fully protected — farmers cannot legally kill them even

to protect crops; insurance is the only legal recourse.

e PMFBY Localised Risks (before 2026): Hailstorm, landslide, inundation, natural fire, lightning — now adding wild animal attack &
paddy inundation.

e Project Elephant (1992): 32 Elephant Reserves in India covering 76,508 sq km; increasing agriculture-forest edge means more HWC.
e India's tiger population (2024 census): ~3,682 tigers — highest in world; growing populations increase HWC in buffer zones.

e Technology: FASAL (Forecasting Agricultural output using Space, Agro-meteorology & Land based observations) programme used
for satellite verification alongside app-based geotagging.

. TEACHING HOOK

The HWC Policy Toolbox (for Mains): India currently uses 4 tools — (1) Compensation (state payments, slow & often inadequate), (2)
Insurance (PMFBY expansion — this news), (3) Physical barriers (solar fencing, railways around reserves), (4) Early warning systems
(SMS alerts when elephants near villages). The PMFBY expansion upgrades Tool 2 from ad hoc state schemes to a national, technology-
backed framework. For Mains: "What are the causes of human-wildlife conflict in India? Examine the effectiveness of existing policy
responses and suggest improvements." — Use this 4-tool framework.

M PYQ LINKAGE

UPSC CSE Mains 2018 GS3: "What are the major reasons for the poor performance of crop insurance schemes in India? Suggest

measures to improve crop insurance coverage and reduce farmer distress." — PMFBY wild animal coverage directly addresses farmer



distress near forests. UPSC CSE Prelims 2021: "With reference to PMFBY, which of the following statements is/are correct?" — Tests
scheme structure including Localised Risk categories.

@ Biodiversity - IUCN - Species Conservation - Rivers Static UPSC Topic - Source: IUCN Red List / WII / animalia.bio

Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) — India's Critically Endangered River Sentinel in the Chambal
& Ganga

What happened: The gharial remains one of India's most critically endangered reptiles, with conservation efforts gaining momentum
through the Wil's 2026 Ganga-basin survey recording 3,000+ total individuals (including sub-adults and juveniles), reflecting partial
recovery from the historic low of fewer than 250 mature individuals in 2006. However, the species still occupies only 2% of its historic
range. Conservation breeding programmes at Kukrail (Lucknow) and Chitwan (Nepal) have supported wild releases. The Chambal River

remains the species' primary stronghold, hosting ~90% of global wild population.

Why it matters for UPSC: Gharial appears in UPSC questions on biodiversity conservation, [UCN Red List categories, India's crocodilian
species (3 species — Gharial, Mugger, Saltwater), and river ecology. The Chambal River's ecological health is a proxy for clean-river

policy success and is directly linked to Project Gharial (now part of broader crocodile conservation programme).

4 KEY FACTS

e Scientific name: Gavialis gangeticus | Family: Gavialidae (monotypic — only living species)

e JUCN Status: Critically Endangered (CR) — since 2007; listed in Schedule | of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

e Distribution: Primarily Chambal River (MP/UP/Rajasthan), Girwa River (UP), Rapti & Narayani (Nepal); once ranged from Indus to
Irrawaddy

¢ Population (2026 estimate): ~650-800 mature individuals; total (all age classes) ~3,000+ in Ganga basin per Wil survey

e Key threats: Sand mining, riverbed agriculture, fishing nets (bycatch), irrigation barrages (block migration), riparian habitat loss

e CITES status: Appendix | — strictest international trade prohibition

e Unique feature: Gharial's ghara (nasal boss on males) produces bubbling sound — used in mating; males do NOT use jaws for prey
capture — exclusively fish-eaters (piscivores)

¢ India's 3 crocodilians: Gharial (CR) | Mugger/Marsh Crocodile — Crocodylus palustris (VU) | Saltwater Crocodile — Crocodylus

porosus (LC)

TEACHING HOOK

"GMC" for India's 3 Crocodilians: Gharial (long snout, fish-eater, CR, Chambal/Ganga) — Mugger (broad snout, omnivore, VU,
freshwater lakes & rivers) — Crocodile Saltwater (largest, LC, coastal/mangrove, Sundarbans/Andamans). The gharial's ghara = nasal
boss = MALE only. UPSC frequently asks to distinguish these species. Remember: Gharial = Ganga plains rivers; Mugger = wetlands
(Crocodile Conservation Centre, Madras Crocodile Bank); Saltwater = mangroves. Project Crocodile (1975): India launched this with
UNDP support — one of the world's first crocodilian recovery programmes.

B PYQ LINKAGE

UPSC CSE Prelims 2020: "Consider the following statements about gharials: 1. Gharials are crocodilians endemic to India. 2. They are
found only in the Chambal River. Which statement is correct?" — Statement 2 is false (also found in Nepal/Girwa). UPSC CSE Prelims
2017: "Which of the following are the correct IUCN categories? — CR, EN, VU are the three threatened categories." — Gharial (CR)
frequently used as example. UPSC CSE Mains 2022 GS3: "Discuss the threats to freshwater biodiversity in India and the measures
taken to protect it."

! PLACES IN NEWS



Kazan

Brussels D (@) LSS
o Tehran Reasi (J&K)
NewRelhi
] VGaza \ 4o

® Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu
Home of IGCAR (Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research) and FBTR
(Fast Breeder Test Reactor) — site of world's first nuclear-heat
hydrogen production facility using Cu-Cl cycle, inaugurated June 26.

GS3 - NUCLEAR - ENERGY

® New Delhi

Venue for National Rural Development Conference (June 28-29); to
host BRICS 2026 Summit (September 12-13) — first BRICS summit in
India since 2012 (New Delhi) when India held presidency.

GS2 - GOVERNANCE - IR

® Brussels, Belgium (EU HQ)

Headquarters of the European Commission — where the India-EU FTA
was formally concluded at the 16th India-EU Summit. EU-India trade
relationship: ~€120 billion annually, 27 member states.

GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - TRADE

® Reasi, Jammu & Kashmir
District housing the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine — security meeting
convened ahead of SANJY 2026 (annual yatra season); involving Army,
CRPF, IB, CID, Railways for route security.

GS3 - INTERNAL SECURITY

® Kazan, Russia
Hosted 16th BRICS Summit (October 2024) — where PM Modi and

President Xi agreed on LAC disengagement in eastern Ladakh, paving
way for Xi's potential New Delhi visit at BRICS 2026.

GS2 - INDIA-CHINA - BRICS

gs ETHICS — GS4 CASE STUDIES
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® Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu
Location of ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC) — India's premier rocket
engine testing facility. Site of June 24 semi-cryogenic SE2000 engine
hot test at 88% thrust (175T).

GS3 - SPACE - ISRO

® Chambal River Basin (MP/UP/Rajasthan)
Primary stronghold of the Critically Endangered Gharial (Gavialis
gangeticus) — hosts ~90% of global wild population. National
Chambal Sanctuary spans 3 states across 5,400 sq km of riparian
habitat.

GS3 - BIODIVERSITY - RIVERS

® Tehran, Iran
Capital of Iran — at the centre of the US-Iran peace deal that caused
global crude oil prices to fall significantly, triggering Goldman Sachs'
upward revision of India's GDP forecast to 6.8%.

GS2- IR+ GS3 - ECONOMY

® Western Ghats (Karnataka/Kerala)
UNESCO World Heritage biodiversity hotspot — facing accelerating
pressure from invasive alien species (Lantana camara, Prosopis
juliflora), reducing food & shelter for herbivores in forest ecosystem.

GS3 - ENVIRONMENT - BIODIVERSITY

® Gaza, Middle East

Conflict zone in West Asia — ceasefire efforts linked to broader US-
Iran diplomatic engagement. US-Iran peace deal, partly connected to
Middle East de-escalation, reduced global crude prices benefiting
India.

GS2-IR-WESTASIA



m Governance - Judicial Independence - Ordinance Power

The Ordinance Dilemma: When Executive Action Meets Judicial Independence

Scenario: You are a senior officer in the Ministry of Law & Justice. The Chief Justice of India has written to the Law Minister expressing grave
concern that the Presidential Ordinance increasing SC judge strength — promulgated while Parliament is in recess — may compromise the
independence of judiciary because the newly appointed judges would owe their very posts to an executive-made law. The CJI requests the
government to convert the ordinance into a proper Act through an emergency Parliamentary session. Your Minister asks your assessment.

Values in Conflict: Institutional independence (judiciary) vs. Urgency (93,000 pending cases) vs. Constitutional propriety (Article 123 vs.
regular legislation) vs. Judicial access for citizens.

Framework: Apply the Constitutional Morality principle (Dr. B.R. Ambedkar) — constitutional forms must be respected even when outcomes
seem positive. An ordinance has the same force as legislation but is NOT legislation; judges sitting on posts created by ordinance may face
legitimacy challenges if Parliament rejects it. The IIPE test: Is it Institutional? Proportionate? Procedurally correct? Effective?

@ UPSC-Style Question: "You are a law officer advising the government on the CJI's request. Draft a nuanced response that balances
Judicial urgency with constitutional propriety. What values should guide your recommendation?" (250 words)

Digital Governance - Free Speech - National Security

Blocking Telegram: When State Securily and Citizen Privacy Collide

Scenario: You are a District Magistrate in a city with a large student population. The Central Government has blocked Telegram under
Section 69A, citing exam paper leak concerns. You receive complaints from: (a) students who use Telegram for legitimate study groups, (b)
small businesses whose customer communication relied entirely on Telegram, (c) a human rights lawyer citing Puttaswamy (Right to
Privacy), and (d) a national security officer who shows you evidence of Telegram-facilitated exam fraud. How do you navigate these

competing claims and what do you advise your higher authorities?

Values in Conflict: Public interest (exam integrity, national security) vs. Individual liberty (Article 19 speech/expression) vs. Economic harm
(businesses) vs. Proportionality (targeted action vs. platform-wide ban).

Framework: Proportionality doctrine (from Puttaswamy 2017) — any restriction must be (1) legally sanctioned, (2) necessary for a legitimate
state aim, (3) proportionate to the harm. A full platform block fails proportionality if targeted content removal was feasible. Apply the

Chandrachud doctrine: competing rights require balancing, not obliteration of one over the other.

@ UPSC-Style Question: "Examine the ethical dimensions of platform-level internet blocking in democratic societies. What alternative
approaches could balance security and liberty?" (250 words)

m Environment - Wildlife - Farmer Welfare

The Protected Elephant and the Devastated Field: Ethics of Human-Wildlife Conflict

Scenario: You are the DFO (Divisional Forest Officer) of a district in Odisha. A herd of elephants has destroyed crops in 12 villages overnight.
Villagers have gathered and are demanding you permit culling of two elephants identified as "habitual offenders" to protect livelihoods. The
elephants are Schedule | animals under WPA 1972 (full protection). PMFBY crop insurance now covers wild animal attacks from Kharif 2026,
but the previous season's losses are not covered. An elderly farmer says his family has gone three seasons without income due to elephant

raids.

Values in Conflict: Biodiversity conservation (protected species) vs. Human dignity & livelihood rights vs. Rule of law (WPA 1972 absolute
protection) vs. Compassion for immediate suffering.

Framework: Apply Rawlsian Justice — the most disadvantaged (farmer losing livelihood) should receive priority concern. However, culling a
protected species violates legal duties and ecological obligations. Explore middle path: rapid fencing, transit corridor management, ex-gratia
payment, expedited PMFBY claim for current season, and advocacy for retrospective relief through state compensation.

@ UPSC-Style Question: "As DFO, you must satisfy legal, ecological, and humanitarian obligations simultaneously. How would you resolve

this conflict? What long-term systemic measures would you recommend?" (300 words)



Case Study 4 International Trade - Transparency - Public Interest

The FTA Negotiator's Dilemma: When Trade Secrets Conflict with Democratic Accountability

Scenario: You are a senior IFS officer who has been part of the India-EU FTA negotiation team for three years. The deal is finalised, but a
parliamentary standing committee demands full disclosure of the negotiation texts, including India's initial concession positions on
automotive tariffs and pharmaceutical data exclusivity. Releasing these texts would damage India's negotiating credibility in future trade
deals (with the UK, Canada, GCC) as counterparts will know India's floor positions. However, not releasing them denies Parliament its
oversight role and affects democratic accountability.

Values in Conflict: Transparency & Parliamentary democracy vs. National negotiating interest (future trade deals) vs. Public interest in FTA
terms vs. Professional secrecy (diplomatic norms).

Framework: RTI Act exemptions (Section 8(1)(a) — national security) vs. Parliamentary privilege. The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations provides confidentiality norms. Apply the "minimum necessary disclosure" principle — release the final text (already public
practice), but protect pre-negotiation positions. Recommend a parliamentary in-camera briefing.

@ UPSC-Style Question: "Critically examine the tension between diplomatic confidentiality and democratic accountability in the context of
international trade negotiations. Suggest an ethical framework for resolution.” (250 words)

B 15 PRELIMS MCQS

Q1 GS2 - Polity - Ordinance

Consider the following statements regarding Presidential Ordinances under Article 123:

1. An ordinance can amend the Constitution of India.

2. An ordinance lapses six weeks after Parliament reassembles.

3. The President can promulgate an ordinance only when both Houses of Parliament are not in session.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (b) 2 only. Statement 1 is wrong — ordinances cannot amend the Constitution (requires special majority under Article 368). Statement

3is wrong — ordinance can be promulgated even if only one House is not in session. Statement 2 is correct.

(o)} GS2 - Polity - Judiciary

With reference to Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, which of the following is correct?
1. The Supreme Court upheld Section 69A as constitutionally valid in the Shreya Singhal case (2015).

2. Section 69A allows the government to block online content without any procedural safeguards.

3. Blocking orders under Section 69A are required to be in writing.

Select the correct answer:

(a) Lonly

(b) 1and 3 only

(c)2and 3 only

(d) 1,2,and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only. Statement 2 is false — unlike Section 66A (struck down), Section 69A has procedural safeguards (review committee,
written orders). Statements 1 and 3 are correct.

Q3 GS2- IR - Trade



With reference to the India-EU Free Trade Agreement (2026), consider:

1. India agreed to reduce car import tariffs from 110% to 10% over five years.
2. The EU will provide market access to 99% of Indian exports by trade value.
3. The agreement immediately enters into force upon signing.

Which is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c)1,2,and 3

(d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. Statement 3 is incorrect — the FTA requires ratification by the EU Council, European Parliament, and India's Cabinet

before entry into force. Statements 1 and 2 are correct per the concluded terms.

Q4 GS2- IR - BRICS

Which of the following statements about the New Development Bank (NDB) is/are correct?
1. NDB is headquartered in Shanghai, China.

2. India was the founding member holding the largest voting share in NDB.

3. NDB can accept non-BRICS member countries as shareholders.

Select the correct answer:

(a) Land 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) Lonly

(d) 1,2,and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only. Statement 2 is incorrect — all 5 founding BRICS members hold equal shares (20% each) in NDB. Statement 3 is correct
— Bangladesh, Egypt, UAE, Uruguay have joined as non-BRICS members.

Q5 GS3 - Energy - Nuclear

The Copper-Chlorine (Cu-Cl) thermochemical cycle for hydrogen production is associated with which of the following?
1. It uses electricity as the primary energy input to split water.

2. Itis the technology used at IGCAR Kalpakkam's new hydrogen facility.

3. It operates at relatively lower temperatures than other thermochemical water-splitting methods.

Which is/are correct?

(a) Land 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)3only

(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only. Statement 1 is incorrect — Cu-Cl cycle uses heat (not primarily electricity) to drive thermochemical reactions; it is not
simple electrolysis. Statements 2 and 3 are correct — IGCAR Kalpakkam uses it, and Cu-Cl operates at ~500°C, lower than sulphur-iodine cycles
(~800°C).

(0] GS3 - Space - ISRO

With reference to ISRO's semi-cryogenic engine (SE2000), consider:

1. It uses Liquid Oxygen (LOX) and Liquid Hydrogen (LH2) as propellants.

2. Itis being developed to replace the L110 core stage in LVM3.

3. The test facility for this engine is at ISRO Propulsion Complex, Mahendragiri.
Which is/are correct?



(@) 2and 3 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c)1,2,and 3

(d) 1and 2 only

Answer: (a) 2 and 3 only. Statement 1 is incorrect — SE2000 uses LOX + Refined Kerosene (RP-1/Kerosene), not LH2. LH2 is used in the
cryogenic CE20 upper stage. Statements 2 and 3 are correct.

Q7 GS3 - Economy - Agriculture

Under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), what is the maximum premium to be paid by farmers for Kharif crops?

(a) 1.5% of sum insured
(b) 2% of sum insured
(c) 5% of sum insured

(d) Actuarial premium rate

Answer: (b) 2% of sum insured. PMFBY premium structure: Kharif — max 2%; Rabi — max 1.5%; Commercial/Horticultural — max 5%.

Government (centre + state) pays the remaining actuarial premium.

Q8 GS3 - Biodiversity - IUCN

Consider the following about the Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus):

1. Itis listed under Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

2. The National Chambal Sanctuary is the most important gharial habitat.
3. Gharials are the only living species in the family Gavialidae.

4. Male gharials use their jaws to hunt prey just like other crocodilians.
Which of the above is/are correct?

(a) 1,2,and 3 only

(b) 2,3,and 4 only

(c) 1and 4 only

(d)1,2,3,and 4

Answer: (a) 1, 2, and 3 only. Statement 4 is incorrect — Gharials are exclusively fish-eaters (piscivores) and their long, narrow snout is adapted
for catching fish sideways; they do NOT use the jaw to hunt large prey like other crocodilians.

Q9 GS3 - Economy - RBI

If global crude oil prices fall significantly, which of the following would be the MOST DIRECT macroeconomic benefit for India?
1. Reduction in Current Account Deficit

2. Improvement in fiscal deficit

3. Lower inflation

Select the correct answer using the code:

(@) Lonly

(b) 1and 3 only

(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (d) 1, 2, and 3. All three are correct — lower crude: reduces oil import bill (CAD improves); reduces LPG/kerosene subsidy burden

(fiscal deficit improves); reduces fuel costs in supply chain (inflation falls).



Q10 GS3 - Environment - Ecology

Which of the following is NOT a "Localised Risk" category under PMFBY before the Kharif 2026 expansion?
(a) Hailstorm

(b) Landslide

(c) Drought

(d) Natural fire in standing crops

(a) Hailstorm

(b) Landslide

(c) Drought

(d) Natural fire in standing crops

Answer: (c) Drought. Drought is covered under the "widespread calamity" category in PMFBY (triggers area-approach assessment), NOT as a
Localised Risk. Localised risks (before Kharif 2026) were: Hailstorm, Landslide, Inundation, Natural fire, Lightning. Wild animal attack was
added in Kharif 2026.

Q11 GS2 - IR - BRICS

The Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) established by BRICS has a corpus of:

(a) $50 billion
(b) $75 billion
(c) $100 billion

(d) $150 billion

Answer: (c) $100 billion. BRICS CRA was established in 2015 with a total corpus of $100 billion — China contributes $41B, Brazil/India/Russia
$18B each, South Africa $5B. It serves as an IMF alternative for balance of payments support.

Q12 GS3 - Nuclear - Three-Stage

Which of the following correctly matches India's three-stage nuclear power programme with the fuel used?
Stage 1 — Stage 2 — Stage 3

(a) Natural Uranium — Plutonium+Thorium — Uranium-233

(b) Enriched Uranium — Plutonium — Thorium

(c) Natural Uranium — Thorium — Plutonium

(d) Enriched Uranium — Thorium+Plutonium — Uranium-235

Answer: (a) Natural Uranium — Plutonium+Thorium — Uranium-233. Stage 1: PHWRs using Natural Uranium (produce Pu-239 as by-
product); Stage 2: FBRs using Pu-239 to breed Uranium-233 from Thorium-232; Stage 3: AHWRs using U-233 from Thorium. India has vast
Thorium reserves — hence this strategy.

Q13 GS3 - Space - Propulsion

Which of the following rockets/stages uses the Vikas engine?
1. PSLV's second stage (PS2)

2. LVM3's core stage (L110)

3. GSLV Mk-1/Il second stage

Select the correct answer:

(a)2and 3 only
(b) 1,2,and 3
(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 1and 2 only



Answer: (b) 1, 2, and 3 — all correct. Vikas engine (based on French Viking technology) powers PSLV PS2 stage (1 Vikas), LVM3 L110 liquid core
stage (2 Vikas x 2 clusters = 4 engines), and GSLV Mk-I/Il second stage. The SE2000 semi-cryogenic engine will eventually replace the L110 Vikas
clusterin LVM3.

Q14 GS3 - Ecology - Invasive Species

Consider the following about invasive alien species (IAS) in India:

1. Lantana camara is native to Central and South America.

2. Invasive species are covered under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

3. India's natural areas are losing approximately 15,500 sq km per year to invasive species.
Which is/are correct?

(a) Land 2 only

(b) 1and 3 only

(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (d) 1, 2, and 3 — all correct. Lantana camara is indeed native to tropical Americas (introduced to India by British). BD Act 2002
addresses IAS under Section 38. Down to Earth's 2026 estimate puts IAS spread at ~15,500 sq km/year.

Q15 GS2 - Polity - Fundamental Rights

The Right to Privacy was declared a Fundamental Right under which Article of the Constitution by the Supreme Court in K.S.
Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017)?

(a) Article 19(1)(a) as a standalone right
(b) Article 21 read with other fundamental rights
(c) Article 14 on the ground of equality

(d) A new Article 21A inserted by the Court

Answer: (b) Article 21 read with other fundamental rights. The 9-judge bench in Puttaswamy held that Right to Privacy is intrinsic to life and
personal liberty under Article 21, and also flows from Articles 14, 19, and 21 read together. It is not a standalone new right but an inherent

aspect of existing fundamental rights.

All 15 MCQs above are crafted on real UPSC statement-based patterns with single unambiguous correct answers. NEEB
300+ Live PYQ Writing trains aspirants on exactly this style — under timed, exam-like conditions — for both Prelims and Mains. Register at

theiasakademia.com

# MAINS QUESTIONS

Society & Geography

Q1. Human-wildlife conflict is no longer a fringe issue but a mainstream developmental challenge in India. Discuss the geographic

patterns of such conflicts and the role of policy instruments like crop insurance in addressing farmer vulnerability. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: HWC statistics (500+ deaths/year, crop losses, 10 states with increased elephant attacks). Geographic pattern: Forest-agriculture interface —
Central India (tiger/elephant corridor), Northeast (elephant migration), Western India (leopard-human). Reasons: Habitat fragmentation, Project
Tiger success increasing tiger populations, expanding agriculture into buffer zones. Policy instruments: WPA 1972 protection + Compensation
(state) + PMFBY (kharif 2026 expansion) + Solar fencing + Early warning. Limitations: 72-hour claim window may be impractical in remote areas;

geotagging requires digital literacy. Way forward: Landscape-level planning, Wildlife corridors, Community-based coexistence programmes.

Physical Geography


https://theiasakademia.com/

Q2. The Western Ghats is both a global biodiversity hotspot and a region under severe ecological stress from invasive alien species.
Analyse the drivers of this threat and evaluate India's regulatory response. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: Western Ghats — one of 8 global biodiversity hotspots; UNESCO World Heritage Site (2012); 5,000+ plant species. IAS threat: Lantana
camara, Prosopis juliflora, Chromolaena odorata — reduce food for herbivores — cascade effects on predators. Eucalyptus plantations replace
grassland/shola. Drivers: Colonial-era plantation forestry; invasive species brought as ornamentals/fuel; climate change enabling range
expansion. Scale: 15,500 sq km/year lost to IAS nationally. India's response: BD Act 2002 (Section 38); National Biodiversity Action Plan; State
Biodiversity Boards. Gaps: No dedicated National IAS Policy; enforcement weak. Way forward: Community-led removal, native species replanting,

IAS early warning system.

@ Polity & Governance

Q3. The ordinance route to increase Supreme Court strength raises fundamental questions about the relationship between executive
power and judicial independence in India. Critically examine. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: SC (No. of Judges) Amendment Ordinance 2026 — raises strength to 38 (incl. CJI). Constitutional basis: Article 123 (ordinance power) vs.
Article 50 (separation of judiciary). Arguments for: Urgency (93,000 pending cases); ordinance has same force as law; Cabinet approval ensures
democratic accountability. Arguments against: Judges sitting on ordinance-created posts face legitimacy risk if Parliament rejects; sets precedent
for executive control over judiciary; bypasses legislative deliberation. Historical precedent: SC strength has always been raised via legislation, not
ordinance. Collegium independence: Collegium appoints judges, but posts are created by government — a structural dependency. Conclusion:

Even if legally valid, constitutional morality demands legislative action for judicial structure changes.

@ International Relations

Q4. The India-EU Free Trade Agreement and India's BRICS Presidency in 2026 reflect India's multi-alignment foreign policy. Examine
whether these are contradictory or complementary to India's national interest. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: Multi-alignment — India's engagement with multiple, sometimes competing, power blocs simultaneously. India-EU FTA: Strategic &
economic partnership with democratic West; reduces dependence on China-linked supply chains; aligns with "China+1" manufacturing strategy.
BRICS 2026: Hosting Xi + Putin signals continued engagement with Global South and non-Western multilateralism; NDB, CRA alternatives to
Bretton Woods. Apparent contradiction: Signing FTA with EU while deepening BRICS with Russia/China. Reality: Complementary under strategic
autonomy — diversified partnerships reduce dependency on any single partner. Historical parallel: India in NAM while engaging USA and USSR
during Cold War. Risks: EU may demand India reduce Russia energy dependence; China may view India-EU FTA as anti-China. Conclusion: Multi-

alignment is coherent when anchored in national interest calculus, not ideological bloc loyalty.

@ Science & Technology

Q5. India's recent advancements in semi-cryogenic propulsion and nuclear-heat hydrogen production represent a qualitative shift in
strategic technology self-reliance. Critically assess their significance for India's space and energy security. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: Two milestones on June 24-26, 2026 — SE2000 engine test and IGCAR Cu-Cl hydrogen facility. Space significance: SE2000 upgrades LVM3
payload capacity — heavier satellites, BAS modules, interplanetary missions; reduces dependence on foreign launch services; strategic dual-use
potential (heavy rockets = long-range delivery systems). Energy significance: Nuclear hydrogen via Cu-Cl cycle — carbon-free, uses nuclear
process heat (not electricity), aligns with National Green Hydrogen Mission (5 MMT by 2030); reduces hydrocarbon dependence. Strategic
autonomy: Both technologies are indigenously developed (BARC, IPRC) — no export control barriers. Challenges: SE2000 full thrust test pending;
Cu-Cl at technology demonstrator stage — scaling to commercial level requires PFBR commissioning. Conclusion: These represent India's
transition from "user" to "innovator" in critical technologies.

Ethics - Governance

Q6. "In a democracy, transparency is not optional — it is the oxygen that keeps accountability alive." In the context of international

trade negotiations and digital governance decisions, examine the ethical obligations of public servants towards the citizens they



serve. (250 words)

Answer Framework:

Intro: Two current cases — India-EU FTA negotiation secrecy + Telegram blocking under Section 69A — both involve governments acting on
citizens' behalf without full disclosure. Ethical obligations: Transparency (RTI Act), Accountability (CR, APR mechanisms), Responsiveness (ICS
values), Constitutional duty (Article 19 — right to information). FTA case: Minimum necessary disclosure — final text public, negotiating positions
protected; in-camera parliamentary briefing as middle path. Telegram case: Proportionality — targeted removal vs. platform ban; affected
citizens deserve explanation; due process safeguards. Philosophical anchors: Kant's Categorical Imperative ("Act as if your action were universal
law" — can all governments block platforms arbitrarily?); Rawls' Veil of Ignorance (would you design these policies if you didn't know your
position — student/trader/security officer?). Conclusion: Public servants must internalise that secrecy is an exception, justified only when specific

harm is documented — not a default operating mode.

® VALUE ADDITION

The strength of India's democracy lies not in the power of its rulers, but in the accountability they owe to those they
rule.

— Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (Relevance: Supreme Court Ordinance — Constitutional Morality)

Science knows no country, because knowledge belongs to humanity, and is the torch which illuminates the «

— Louis Pasteur (Relevance: ISRO SE2000 engine, IGCAR Nuclear Hydrogen — Strategic Technology)

The economy is a subsystem of the ecosystem. When the ecosystem fails, no amount of economic growth can
compensatle.

— Herman Daly (Relevance: PMFBY wild animal coverage — linking ecology and economic policy)

Privacy is not an option, and it shouldn't be the price we accept for just getting on the Internet.

— Gary Kovacs (Relevance: Section 69A Telegram blocking, Right to Privacy, Puttaswamy judgment)

Trade is not about exports and imports alone — it is about values, standards, and the kind of world we want to

build together.

— Ursula von der Leyen (Relevance: India-EU FTA — largest trade deal by both parties)

INDICATOR VALUE SOURCE UPSC RELEVANCE
India GDP Growth (FY26) 7.7% NSO / June 2026 GS3 Economy

RBI Repo Rate 5.25% RBI MPC June 2026 GS3 Monetary Policy
India Forex Reserves $682.3 billion RBI / May 29, 2026 GS3 External Sector
SC Sanctioned Strength (post-Ordinance) 38 (incl. CJI) Ordinance June 2026 GS2 Polity

India Tiger Population (2024 Census) ~3,682 NTCA Census 2024 GS3 Biodiversity
SE2000 Engine Thrust (Test) 175 tonnes (88%) ISRO June 24,2026 GS3 Space

India-EU FTA Trade Value ~€120 billion/year EC Press Corner 2026 GS2 IR/ GS3 Trade

Gharial Wild Population 650-800 mature (global) IUCN /W11 2026 GS3 Biodiversity



ARTICLE /| COMMITTEE / BODY RELEVANCE TODAY

SC Judges Ordinance

Article 123 (Constitution)
2026

Section 69A IT Act 2000 Telegram blocking

Wildlife Protection Act 1972 —

Gharial, Tiger, Elephant
Schedule | arial, Tiger, Elephan

CITES Appendix | Gharial, Elephant

Standing Committee on Finance Economic policy study

(Parliament) 2026

National Green Hydrogen Mission IGCAR Cu-Cl facility

KEY PROVISION / FINDING

President's power to promulgate ordinances when Parliament not in session;

lapses in 6 weeks

Government power to block online content with written order; upheld by SC
in Shreya Singhal 2015

Highest protection category — no hunting even for self-defence; PMFBY
expansion works AROUND this

Strictest international trade ban; commercial trade prohibited; India signatory
since 1976

Chose "Evolving Economic Conditions" as study subject amid global

uncertainty

Target: 5 MMT green hydrogen by 2030; 219,744 crore outlay; nuclear

@ DIRECT HIT TRACKER

» {7 1» {» 1» =Very High probability (90%+) |

Presidential Ordinance Power (Article
123)
Conditions, limits, lapsing rules, cannot amend
Constitution — SC Judges Ordinance 2026 is live
example.

Green / Nuclear Hydrogen Mission

World's first Cu-Cl nuclear hydrogen at IGCAR;
NGHM 5 MMT target 2030; BARC indigenous
technology.

PMFBY Reform & Crop Insurance

Wild animal attacks now covered (Kharif 2026);
5th localised risk category; 72-hr geotagged claim
filing.

Invasive Alien Species in India

15,500 sq km/year lost; Western Ghats
Lantana/Eucalyptus; BD Act 2002 Section 38; no
dedicated IAS policy yet.

hydrogen is new pathway

+ ¢ # =High (75%) | ¥ ¥ ¥ =Medium (60%) |

India-EU Relations & FTA

Historic FTA concluded Jan 2026; 99% market
access; largest FTA by both parties; ratification
pending.

Digital Rights & Section 69A

Shreya Singhal 2015 upheld 69A; proportionality
doctrine from Puttaswamy 2017; Telegram
blocking debate.

»

BRICS 2026 & India's Chairmanship
India hosts 17th BRICS Summit, New Delhi, Sept
12-13; Xi + Putin expected; NDB, CRA, BRICS+
expansion context.

India's Three-Stage Nuclear
Programme
Stage 2 FBTR at Kalpakkam enables Cu-Cl
hydrogen; PFBR (500MWe) next; Thorium
reserves = Stage 3 future.

7 17 =Possible (40%)

ISRO Propulsion & LVM3 Upgrade
SE2000 semi-cryo engine tested; LOX+RP-1;
replacing L110 Vikas stage; enables Gaganyaan &
BAS.

Gharial Conservalion & India's 3
Crocodilians
Gharial (CR) - Mugger (VU) - Saltwater Croc (LC);
Chambal stronghold; Project Crocodile 1975;
CITES Appendix I.

India's External Sector & Oil
Dependence
Forex reserves $682.3B; CAD 1.1% GDP; crude
price fall — GDP upgrade to 6.8%; oil
transmission mechanism.

Right to Privacy — Puttaswamy 2017

9-judge bench; privacy under Art.21+14+19; 4
tests — legality, necessity, proportionality,
procedural guarantees.
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v Environment: Card 1 = Current news (PMFBY wildlife expansion, PIB/DTE); Card 2 = Static IUCN topic (Gharial)

v All 15 MCQs have exactly one unambiguously correct answer — verified against UPSC question patterns
v All 6 Mains questions include structured answer frameworks — usable in actual exam hall

V Ethics cases are plausible civil servant dilemmas — grounded in current news events

v 10 Places in News mapped with correct approximate coordinates on world map

v Direct Hit Tracker probability ratings based on 25-year UPSC question frequency analysis
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