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1
TOP 10 HEADLINES

Quick Scan ·  All  GS Papers

1
India-UK CETA enters force July 15 — 99% tariff lines

zero duty, $500B market unlocked, Social Security

Agreement also effective GS2/GS3

2
PM Modi at 52nd G7 Summit, Évian France —

bilaterals with Trump, Starmer, Carney, MBZ; India's

13th partner-nation appearance GS2

3
DRDO triple test: BMD System + NASM-MR + LRLACM

— India joins elite multi-layered missile defence club

GS3

4
Delimitation Bill 2026 withdrawn after 131st

Constitutional Amendment voted down in Lok Sabha

— Women's Reservation delayed GS2

5
RBI MPC holds repo rate at 5.25%, neutral stance; CPI

projected 5.1% for 2026-27, crude at $110/barrel

GS3

6
ISRO developing 100–200 day lunar lander survival

tech using Radioisotope Heating Units with

Department of Atomic Energy GS3

7
SoE 2026: India breaches 7 of 9 planetary

boundaries; 97,000 Ha forest diverted in 5 years —

CSE report GS3

8
Supreme Court to rule on CEC Appointment Act 2023

constitutionality vs Anoop Baranwal judgment GS2

9
Rare Caracal spotted in Kuno National Park, MP after

decades — top predator return signals ecosystem

recovery GS3

10
India BRICS Presidency 2026 — DPI, food security,

reformed multilateralism as key pillars under PM

Modi's vision GS2

THEIAS AKADEMIA  Today's edition spans 4 GS papers — Polity, IR, Economy, Defence, S&T and Environment in one reading.

If synthesising across papers feels overwhelming, Sahyog Mentorship builds a personalised weekly plan that maps today's news

to your exact weak areas — theiasakademia.com

https://theiasakademia.com/


2 POLITY & GOVERNANCE

GS2 ·  Indian Constitution ·  Electoral Reform · Judiciary

GS2 Electoral Reform · Constitutional Amendment 19 June 2026

Delimitation Bill 2026 Withdrawn: 131st Constitutional Amendment Voted Down —
Women's Reservation Now Stalled

What happened: The Government introduced three bills on April 16, 2026: the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill,

the Delimitation Bill 2026, and the UT Laws Amendment Bill. Their intent was to increase Lok Sabha seats from 543 to

850 and enable delimitation based on the 2011 Census — which would operationalise the Women's Reservation Act

2023. However, the Constitutional Amendment (which needed a two-thirds Parliamentary majority plus 50% state

ratification) was voted down in Lok Sabha on April 17, 2026. The government subsequently withdrew the Delimitation

Bill.

Why it matters for UPSC: A constitutional chain-reaction story. Women's Reservation → Delimitation → Census 2011

(or 2027) → 131st Amendment. UPSC tests all links. Southern states' opposition (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,

Telangana) frames this as a federal issue — successful population control being penalised by seat reduction. Prelims:

Article 82 (delimitation after every Census), types of constitutional amendments (special majority). Mains: federal

asymmetry in representation, women's political participation.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Proposed: Lok Sabha 543 → 850 seats (815 from states, 35 from UTs)

Based on 2011 Census to avoid waiting for the 2027 Census

Constitutional Amendment required: 2/3 majority in each House + ratification by ≥ 50% state legislatures

Women's Reservation Act 2023 (106th Amendment) cannot come into force until delimitation is completed —

this failure delays women's seats in Parliament

Southern state concern: Population-based reapportionment would reduce southern seats (states controlled

population growth) and increase northern seats

Article 82: Delimitation mandatory after every Census — previously done after 1951, 1961, 1971; frozen since then

due to political sensitivities

💡  TEACHING H OOK

The Delimitation Chain: 106th Amendment (Women's Reservation) → needs Delimitation → needs Census → needs

Constitutional Amendment (131st) → FAILED. Think of it as a pipeline: the 131st Amendment was the pump that would

have started the flow. Without it, 33% reservation for women in Parliament remains on paper only. UPSC Mains: always

connect Women's Reservation to this Delimitation bottleneck.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Women's representation in Parliament has remained consistently low despite various measures. Critically examine the

Constitutional and political challenges to Women's Reservation in India." — UPSC Mains GS2 2022

GS2 Constitutional Bodies · Separation of Powers · Judicial Review June 2026



Supreme Court to Rule: Is the CEC Appointment Act 2023 Unconstitutional? Anoop
Baranwal Judgment in Balance

What happened: The Supreme Court is set to decide whether the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election

Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023 violates the five-judge Constitution

Bench's ruling in Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India (2023). The Anoop Baranwal judgment directed a selection

committee comprising the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition, and the Chief Justice of India for ECI appointments.

The 2023 Act replaced this with a committee of the PM, a senior Cabinet Minister, and the Leader of Opposition —

removing the CJI. Separately, the SC invoked Article 142 to uphold the Bihar Special Investigation Report (SIR) for

voter list verification.

Why it matters for UPSC: This is about constitutional independence of watchdog institutions. UPSC has repeatedly

asked about ECI powers, appointment processes, and the "tyranny of the elected" over constitutional bodies. The

Anoop Baranwal precedent is a landmark: Supreme Court can fill constitutional vacuums (where Parliament has not

legislated) using its powers. Article 142 — extraordinary powers of SC — also appears in this context.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Article 324: ECI has superintendence, direction and control of elections — constitutional body

Anoop Baranwal 2023: SC directed CJI must be on ECI selection committee until Parliament legislates

CEC Act 2023: Parliament legislated — but removed CJI; SC now reviewing if this is constitutional

Article 142: SC can pass orders to ensure complete justice — used in Bihar SIR case on voter rolls

Two new SC judges (June 2, 2026): Justice Shree Chandrashekhar and Justice Sheel Nagu assumed office

Core question: Can Parliament legislate on ECI appointments in a way that removes judicial check?

💡  TEACHING H OOK

The Watchdog Paradox: Those who benefit from elections → appoint those who conduct elections → conflict of

interest. The CJI's inclusion in the Anoop Baranwal formula was meant to break this feedback loop. Parliament's 2023

Act restored the loop by removing the CJI. The SC must now decide: can the Parliament "undo" a Supreme Court

structural safeguard? This is the heart of the separation of powers debate in India in 2026.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"The Election Commission of India is the guardian of free and fair elections. Examine its powers, functioning, and

challenges to its independence." — UPSC Mains GS2 2017

3 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

GS2 ·  Trade Agreements ·  Multilateral Groupings ·  India's Foreign Policy

GS2 GS3 Trade Agreement · Economic Diplomacy · Services Trade 17–18 June 2026

India-UK CETA Effective July 15 — 99% Tariff Lines Zero Duty, $500B Market, Social
Security Agreement Included



What happened: India and the UK announced on June 17, 2026 (alongside the G7 Summit in Évian) that the

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) will enter into force on July 15, 2026. The deal eliminates

duties on 99% of UK tariff lines for Indian goods, unlocks a $500 billion market, and covers 137 services sectors. A

companion Social Security Agreement — the Double Contribution Convention (DCC) — also becomes effective on July

15, extending the exemption period for Indian workers in the UK from 3 to 5 years. Key sector gains: textiles, pharma,

marine products, leather; auto and whisky tariffs phased over time.

Why it matters for UPSC: India's most significant trade deal since liberalisation. UPSC angles: CETA vs FTA vs CEPA

comparison; India-UAE CEPA (2022) as predecessor; Social Security Agreements (what DCC means); bilateral trade

target (double by 2030); impact on Indian IT professionals in UK; phased tariff reduction on sensitive goods (autos,

whisky). Both Prelims (factual) and Mains (strategic evaluation) probability very high.

⚡  KEY FACTS

99% of UK tariff lines → zero duty for Indian exports from July 15, 2026

Market size: Over $500 billion UK market opened for Indian goods and services

Services coverage: 137 services sectors including IT, healthcare, finance, education

DCC (Double Contribution Convention): Indian professionals in UK exempt from contributing to both countries'

social security; exemption period extended 3 → 5 years

Steel issues resolved: Government committed to day-one benefit delivery for Indian exporters

Projected: UK GDP +£3.3 billion by 2035; bilateral trade to double by 2030

Negotiations spanned 14 rounds over 4 years — started 2022

💡  TEACHING H OOK

Trade Deal Alphabet: FTA (Free Trade Agreement) = mostly goods. CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership

Agreement) = goods + services + investment. CETA = same as CEPA, term preferred by Europeans. India's active deals:

India-UAE CEPA (2022) → India-UK CETA (2026). Negotiations ongoing: India-EU FTA, India-Canada FTA. UPSC asks

"Which of these has India signed?" — know the status of each.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Evaluate the significance of the India-UAE CEPA and how such comprehensive trade agreements can serve as a model for

India's future trade strategy." — UPSC Mains GS3 2023

GS2 Multilateral Groupings · India's Strategic Autonomy · G7 15–17 June 2026

52nd G7 Summit, Évian: PM Modi Holds Bilaterals with Trump, Starmer, Carney, MBZ
— CETA and Pax Silica Headline

What happened: The 52nd G7 Summit was held in Évian-les-Bains, Haute-Savoie, France on June 15–17, 2026, hosted

by French President Macron. PM Modi participated as India's guest partner — India's 13th G7 participation and Modi's

7th consecutive appearance. Working session theme: "Forging New Partnerships and Rebuilding International

Solidarity." Key bilaterals: (i) USA — PM Modi met President Trump; India-US trade deal progress discussed; India

invited into "Pax Silica" — the US-led AI and semiconductor supply chain security initiative. (ii) UK — India-UK CETA

entry into force confirmed. (iii) Canada — PM Mark Carney, post India-Canada diplomatic repair. (iv) UAE — PM Modi

met MBZ.



Why it matters for UPSC: Strategic autonomy in action: India is simultaneously BRICS President (2026) and actively

engaging with G7 — representing both the Global South and aligning with Western democracies on trade and

technology. Prelims: G7 members, India's status. Mains: India's multi-alignment, "Pax Silica" AI supply chain, India-US

trade deal, BRICS vs G7 dynamic.

⚡  KEY FACTS

G7 members (7): USA, UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan (+ EU as non-enumerated member). India is NOT

a member.

India has been invited as partner/outreach nation since 2003

52nd G7 Summit — France 2026 (host: Macron)

Pax Silica: US-led initiative for AI safety and semiconductor supply chain security — India included

India holds BRICS Presidency 2026 — classic multi-alignment

India-Pakistan 2025 conflict context: US played active role in de-escalation; Trump-Modi relationship being rebuilt

💡  TEACHING H OOK

G7 Trap Question: "India is a member of G7 — True/False?" → FALSE. India is repeatedly invited as a guest/partner but

is not a member. G7 controls ~46% of global GDP. Common distractor: Australia and South Korea are also sometimes

invited. G8 = G7 + Russia (but Russia suspended since 2014 after Crimea). G20 = G7 + major economies including India,

China, Brazil.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"India's participation in G20 and G7 summits as an emerging global power reflects its multi-alignment foreign policy.

Analyse India's position in the changing global order." — UPSC Mains GS2 2021

THEIAS AKADEMIA  India-UK CETA and G7 2026 are convergence points of GS2 (IR, groupings) and GS3 (trade, economy).

ANTIM 2027 tracks India's evolving global positioning story — mapping each development to predictable UPSC question patterns

months before they appear. theiasakademia.com

4 DEFENCE & SECURITY

GS3 ·  Indigenisation ·  Missile Technology ·  Maritime Security

GS3 Defence Technology · Missile Systems · Aatmanirbhar Bharat 10–11 June 2026

DRDO Triple Success in One Week: BMD + NASM-MR + LRLACM — India Joins Elite
Missile Defence Club

What happened: DRDO conducted three landmark tests in a single week (June 10–11, 2026). (1) Ballistic Missile

Defence (BMD) System: Successfully intercepted simulated ICBM-class threats in endo- and exo-atmospheric phase —

placing India alongside USA, Russia, China, and Israel. (2) NASM-MR (Naval Anti-Ship Missile — Medium Range):

Maiden flight test successful — enhances India's sea denial capability against enemy naval vessels. (3) LRLACM (Long

Range Land Attack Cruise Missile): Test successful — extends India's precision land-attack strike range significantly. All

three are indigenously developed under DRDO.

https://theiasakademia.com/


Why it matters for UPSC: Prelims: What is NASM-MR? What is BMD? Difference between ballistic and cruise missiles.

Mains: India's Aatmanirbhar Bharat defence policy, implications for India's strategic deterrence, maritime security

doctrine. The BMD system is particularly significant for Prelims — "India joins elite BMD club" is a classic one-liner

question.

⚡  KEY FACTS

BMD (Ballistic Missile Defence): Multi-layer system — Phase-I (low-altitude interception) + Phase-II (higher

altitude) — can engage ICBM-class threats

BMD elite club: USA (THAAD, Patriot), Russia (S-400), China (HQ-19), Israel (Arrow) → now India

NASM-MR: Naval Anti-Ship Missile — Medium Range; surface-launched and air-launched variants; sea-denial

weapon

LRLACM: Long Range Land Attack Cruise Missile — guidance: INS + GPS + terrain reference; low-altitude flight path

Cruise missile vs Ballistic: Cruise = powered throughout, low-altitude, guided. Ballistic = unpowered after boost

phase, follows parabolic arc

All three developed under DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation), Ministry of Defence

💡  TEACHING H OOK

Missile Memory Map: AGNI series = ballistic, land-based, nuclear-capable. PRITHVI = short-range ballistic. BRAHMOS =

cruise (India-Russia joint venture). NASM-MR = anti-ship cruise. LRLACM = new land-attack cruise. BMD = the SHIELD

against all of the above when used by an enemy. UPSC 2026 Prelims asked: "Which of the following is a cruise missile?"

→ BrahMos ✓, Agni ✗.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"India's defence indigenisation has made significant strides. Critically examine the challenges and opportunities in

achieving self-reliance under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat framework in defence." — UPSC Mains GS3 2020

THEIAS AKADEMIA  Defence ethics — civilian oversight of armed forces, integrity in procurement, whistleblowing — appear in

GS4 case studies regularly. EMP (Ethics & Moral Philosophy) specifically prepares the ethical reasoning framework for such

scenarios. theiasakademia.com

5
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

GS3 ·  Space Technology ·  Atomic Energy ·  Nuclear Applications

GS3 Space Technology · ISRO · Atomic Energy · Lunar Mission June 2026

ISRO Develops 100–200 Day Lunar Lander Survival Technology Using Radioisotope
Heating Units with DAE

What happened: ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan announced that ISRO, in collaboration with the Department of Atomic

Energy (DAE), is developing Radioisotope Heating Units (RHUs) that will allow future lunar landers to survive up to 200

days on the Moon — a dramatic leap from the 14-day operational life of Chandrayaan-3's Vikram lander. RHUs use the

heat generated by the natural radioactive decay of isotopes (typically Plutonium-238) to maintain above-survival

https://theiasakademia.com/


temperatures in spacecraft electronics during the lunar night (approximately 14 Earth days of darkness with

temperatures reaching -180°C to -200°C). No nuclear chain reaction is involved — this is passive heat management.

Why it matters for UPSC: Cross-domain story: Space + Nuclear Applications + International Collaboration. Prelims:

What is RHU vs RTG? What is the duration of a lunar night? ISRO-DAE collaboration history. Mains: India's peaceful

nuclear programme applications, Chandrayaan programme evolution, India's space ambitions (LUPEX with Japan,

Chandrayaan-4, Gaganyaan). Connects to Atomic Energy Act 1962 and civilian nuclear use.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Chandrayaan-3 Vikram: Operated 14 days (one lunar day = 14 Earth days) — shut down during lunar night, did not

revive

Lunar night: ~14 Earth days of darkness; temperatures -180°C to -200°C — kills unprotected electronics

RHU (Radioisotope Heating Unit): Uses decay heat of radioisotope (Pu-238) to keep systems above -40°C. NOT a

reactor — no criticality.

RTG (Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator): Like RHU but also generates electricity — used by NASA Voyager,

Cassini, Perseverance rover

ISRO-DAE collaboration: DAE handles radioactive materials, safety protocols; ISRO integrates into spacecraft

systems

Future applications: LUPEX (Lunar Polar Exploration Mission with JAXA/Japan), Chandrayaan-4

💡  TEACHING H OOK

RHU ≠ Nuclear Reactor: An RHU is like a nuclear hand-warmer — it uses radioactive decay heat passively. No chain

reaction, no control rods, no cooling system. Contrast: Nuclear power plant uses controlled fission. RTG = takes RHU

one step further, converts heat → electricity (thermoelectric effect). UPSC trap: "Which technology uses nuclear energy

to generate electricity in deep space?" → RTG (not solar panels, which fail far from Sun).

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"India's space programme has achieved major milestones. Examine the commercial and strategic dimensions of India's

space ambitions including international collaboration." — UPSC Mains GS3 2023

THEIAS AKADEMIA  ISRO's RHU technology connects Space, Atomic Energy, and International Cooperation — exactly the kind

of cross-GS story that demands conceptual depth, not just headlines. LAKSHYAM AIR1 maps S&T stories to their underlying

science so you answer with understanding, not just facts. theiasakademia.com

6 ECONOMY

GS3 ·  Monetary Policy ·  Macroeconomics ·  RBI

GS3 Monetary Policy · RBI · Inflation · Macroeconomics 5 June 2026

RBI MPC June 2026: Repo Rate Unchanged at 5.25%, Neutral Stance; CPI at 5.1%; Crude
Oil at $110/barrel

https://theiasakademia.com/


What happened: The Reserve Bank of India's Monetary Policy Committee, meeting June 3–5, 2026, unanimously

decided to keep the repo rate unchanged at 5.25% with a neutral stance. Key projections: CPI inflation at 5.1% for

2026-27 (rising Q1→Q4: 4.2% → 5.1% → 5.9% → 5.4%), well within the 2–6% target band but showing an upward

trend. Primary upside risk: India's crude oil basket averaged $110/barrel in April–May 2026. India's GDP for 2025-26

stood at 7.4% — the world's fastest-growing major economy. RBI also announced FX support measures: subsidised

hedging costs for fresh FCNR(B) deposits and a concessional FX swap facility for state-owned enterprises to support

the Rupee.

Why it matters for UPSC: MPC decisions appear almost every year in Prelims and regularly in Mains. Key Prelims

concepts: repo rate, reverse repo, CRR, SLR, Marginal Standing Facility, Monetary Policy Transmission. MPC

composition (3 RBI + 3 external members). Neutral vs accommodative vs hawkish stances. Mains: crude oil-inflation

linkage, fiscal-monetary coordination, challenges of monetary policy in a supply-side inflation environment.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Repo Rate: 5.25% (unchanged) — rate at which banks borrow from RBI overnight against government securities

Stance: Neutral — neither committed to cutting (accommodative) nor raising (hawkish); data-dependent

CPI Projection 2026-27: 5.1% — within 4% ±2% target; Q3 expected to peak at 5.9%

GDP 2025-26: 7.4% real growth; nominal GDP growth 10% projected for 2026-27

Crude oil: $110/barrel — affects inflation (transport, manufacturing, logistics), current account, Rupee

FCNR(B): Foreign Currency Non-Resident Bank deposits — RBI subsidising hedging to attract foreign exchange

inflows

MPC composition: 3 RBI members (Governor as chair) + 3 external members appointed by Government of India

ECONOMIC INDICATOR VALUE CONTEXT

Repo Rate (June 2026) 5.25% Unchanged; cost of overnight borrowing from RBI

CPI Inflation 2026-27 5.1% Within target band (2–6%); rising trend through year

India GDP 2025-26 7.4% real World's fastest-growing major economy

India Crude Oil Basket $110/barrel Apr–May 2026 avg; key inflation + CAD upside risk

Fiscal Deficit Target 2026-27 4.3% of GDP Fiscal consolidation path; Budget Feb 1, 2026

Current Account Deficit (H1 2025-26) 0.8% of GDP Lower than 1.3% in H1 2024-25 — improvement

💡  TEACHING H OOK

Stance Compass: ACCOMMODATIVE → "lower rates ahead, support growth." NEUTRAL → "watching data, could go

either way." HAWKISH → "raise rates to kill inflation." RBI is NEUTRAL in June 2026 because: growth at 7.4% (fine), but

crude at $110 (inflation risk), and global uncertainty (US tariffs). Remember: stance change often telegraphs rate action

1–2 meetings ahead. UPSC asks: "What is the current stance of RBI MPC?" — always know this.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"How does the repo rate set by the Reserve Bank of India influence inflation and economic growth in India? What are the

limitations of monetary policy transmission?" — UPSC Mains GS3 2018



THEIAS AKADEMIA  Economy questions — monetary policy, inflation, trade deficits, crude oil shocks — demand structured

150-word and 250-word answers under time pressure. NEEB 300+ Live PYQ Writing trains exactly this: structured economy

answers in exam conditions with expert evaluation. theiasakademia.com
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