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§1 - Environment

@ Climate governance - NAPCC - Digital governance

16 September 2026, Mumbai (32nd World Ozone Day) - Source: PIB, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

World Ozone Day 2026: India Launches Net Zero Portal and NAPCC Dashboard

Why in News: On the 32nd World Ozone Day, observed in Mumbai on 16 September 2026, Union Minister of State for

Environment Kirti Vardhan Singh launched two digital-governance tools: the Net Zero Portal, a centralised platform for voluntary
registration and disclosure of Net Zero commitments by Indian entities, and the NAPCC Dashboard, a consolidated digital view of
implementation progress across the National Missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, intended to strengthen

transparency and inter-ministerial coordination in India's climate governance.

Background: World Ozone Day (16 September) commemorates the 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer, one of the most successful international environmental treaties, credited with phasing out over 99% of controlled
ozone-depleting substances globally; the National Action Plan on Climate Change, launched in 2008, operates through eight
National Missions spanning solar energy, energy efficiency, sustainable habitat, water, the Himalayan ecosystem, a green India,
sustainable agriculture, and strategic knowledge for climate change, and India's Net Zero 2070 pledge (announced at COP26,
Glasgow) requires exactly this kind of granular, entity-level tracking infrastructure to move from aspiration to accountability.

e Launched 16 September 2026 (32nd World Ozone Day), Mumbai, by MoS Environment Kirti Vardhan Singh.

e Net Zero Portal: voluntary registration/disclosure platform for GHG emissions, Net Zero targets, and annual progress by Indian

entities.

e NAPCC Dashboard: consolidated digital tracker of implementation progress across the National Action Plan on Climate

Change's National Missions.

e \World Ozone Day marks the 1987 Montreal Protocol, credited with phasing out over 99% of controlled ozone-depleting

substances globally.

e NAPCC (launched 2008) comprises eight National Missions, including Solar, Energy Efficiency, Sustainable Habitat, and the

Green India Mission.
e India's Net Zero 2070 pledge was announced at COP26, Glasgow (2021).

e Both tools aim to support evidence-based, coordinated climate governance across ministries.



e The dashboard/portal approach reflects a broader trend of digitising climate-policy monitoring in India.

e Tests the distinction between international ozone-layer governance (Montreal Protocol) and domestic climate-mitigation

governance (NAPCC, Net Zero 2070), often conflated in casual reading.

e Raises the significance of digital transparency infrastructure in translating a Net Zero pledge into an auditable, entity-level
accountability framework.

e Connects to the eight NAPCC National Missions as the operational backbone of India's domestic climate strategy since 2008.

e Highlights inter-ministerial coordination as a persistent governance challenge that a consolidated dashboard is explicitly
designed to address.

e Connects to the global success of the Montreal Protocol as a model of effective multilateral environmental cooperation,

frequently contrasted with the more contested Paris Agreement process.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Do not confuse the two: "Montreal Protocol = ozone layer" (why 16 September is Ozone Day) versus "NAPCC/Net Zero =

greenhouse gases and climate change" (what was actually launched today) — the day's symbolism and the day's announcement

belong to two different environmental problems.

PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 2022 (paraphrased): "Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate... Explain the causes of
variations in the temperature during the present century" is thematically adjacent; NAPCC-specific PYQs recur regularly as a

static-institutional-framework theme.

PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ

Consider the following statements: 1. World Ozone Day commemorates the Montreal Protocol. 2. The National Action Plan
on Climate Change comprises eight National Missions. 3. India's Net Zero pledge target year is 2070, announced at COP26.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@)1,2and3 (b)1and 2 only (c)2and 3 only (d) 1and 3 only

Answer: (a).

PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

Discuss the significance of digital-governance tools such as the Net Zero Portal and NAPCC Dashboard for India's climate-

accountability architecture. (150 words)

@ Wildlife conservation - Species protection

12 September 2026 statement, ahead of World Rhino Day (22 September) - Source: Sentinel Assam; Deccan Chronicle

Global Greater One-Horned Rhino Population Hits 4,075, Assam Holds ~80%

Why in News: Ahead of World Rhino Day on 22 September, Assam Forest Minister Jayanta Malla Baruah announced on 12

September 2026 that the global population of the Greater One-Horned Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) has risen to



approximately 4,075, with Assam alone holding roughly 3,260 — about 80% of the world total — and Kaziranga National Park
sheltering over 2,600 of them; Assam also recorded zero known rhino-poaching cases in 2025, only the second such year since the
1970s.

Background: The Greater One-Horned Rhino was reduced to a few hundred individuals in the early twentieth century due to
poaching for its horn (used in traditional medicine markets) and habitat loss, prompting one of conservation history's clearer
recovery stories through strict protection, anti-poaching enforcement, and community-linked conservation models under India's
Indian Rhino Vision 2020 initiative; the species is currently classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (an improvement from
Endangered) and listed on CITES Appendix I, while Kaziranga National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site on the Brahmaputra
floodplain, remains its single most important stronghold.

e Global Greater One-Horned Rhino (Rhinoceros unicornis) population: approximately 4,075 (as of 12 September 2026
statement).

e Assam alone holds ~3,260 rhinos (~80% of the global population); India's total is ~3,323; Nepal holds ~752.

e Kaziranga National Park, Assam, shelters over 2,600 rhinos — the single largest population anywhere.

e Assam recorded zero known rhino-poaching cases in 2025 — only the second such year since the 1970s.

e |UCN Red List status: Vulnerable (improved from Endangered); listed on CITES Appendix I.

e Recovery attributed to India's Indian Rhino Vision 2020 initiative, strict field protection, and community-linked conservation.
e Kaziranga National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site situated on the Brahmaputra floodplain.

e World Rhino Day is observed globally on 22 September.

e Tests the distinction between IUCN Red List categories (Vulnerable vs Endangered vs Critically Endangered) and what a
category change signals about conservation trajectory.

e Raises Kaziranga's dual identity as both a UNESCO World Heritage Site and India's premier rhino stronghold, illustrating
overlapping international and domestic conservation designations.

e Connects to India's broader species-recovery success stories (compare Asiatic Lion, tiger) as evidence of a replicable
protection-plus-community model.

e Highlights anti-poaching enforcement effectiveness (zero cases in 2025) as a measurable governance outcome, not just a
population statistic.

e Connects to CITES Appendix I's trade-ban framework as the international-law backbone supporting domestic anti-poaching
efforts.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"4,075 global, 3,260 in Assam, 2,600+ in Kaziranga alone" — three nested numbers, each roughly 80% of the one before it, make

an easy memory chain: world — state — single park.

PYQ LINKAGE
GS3 2018 (paraphrased): "Explain the purpose of the Green Grid Initiative launched at UN Climate Action Summit" is

unrelated; more directly, Kaziranga/rhino-conservation PYQs recur periodically as a static-species-and-protected-area
theme.

PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ

Consider the following statements: 1. The Greater One-Horned Rhino is currently classified as Critically Endangered on the
IUCN Red List. 2. Kaziranga National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 3. Assam holds roughly 80% of the world's



Greater One-Horned Rhino population. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@)2and3only (b) 1and2only (c) 1and3only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). Explanation: The species is classified as Vulnerable, not Critically Endangered — statement 1 is wrong.

PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

Discuss the factors behind the recovery of the Greater One-Horned Rhino population in India, and the conservation lessons

it offers for other threatened species. (150 words)

A species-recovery success story paired with a fresh digital-governance launch is exactly the "one institutional, one
data-bearing" Environment mix that EMP encourages students to hold in tension when writing balanced GS3 answers. theiasakademia.com.

§2 - Places in News

PLACES IN NEWS — 21 SEPTEMBER 2026 | ANTIM ASSURED 100+

Pench Tiger Reserve @

@® D New Delhi (Parliament, FCRA JPC) @ @ Leh, Ladakh (Census 2027 caste enumeration) @ @) New York (81st UNGA session)
@ @ Jodhpur (Veer Guardian-2026 & Tarang Shakti-2026) @ (& Guwahati (ISRO Project NETRA) @ Kaziranga NP (Greater One-Horned Rhino)

@ @ Pench Tiger Reserve (All-India Tiger Estimation 2026 training)

Map note: No dated map image (map_21Sep2026.jpg) was found in the workspace folder for today's edition, so per the workspace's standing

fallback rule this map uses the zero-dependency inline SVG world outline (not the map_21Aug2026.jpg file reused across the past six editions). Pin
positions are computed from each location's real latitude/longitude. A fresh dated map image, if supplied, can be substituted in future editions.



New Delhi

India's capital and the seat of Parliament, where the FCRA (Amendment) Bill's Joint Parliamentary Committee held its maiden meeting on
19 September 2026, and where broader special-session deliberations on the Delimitation and Constitution (131st Amendment) Bills are

centred.

Leh, Ladakh

Headquarters of the Union Territory of Ladakh, a high-altitude Himalayan region along the Indus, where Census 2027's Population
Enumeration phase — including India's first open-column caste count since 1931 — began ahead of the rest of the country due to winter

access constraints.

New York, United States
Headquarters of the United Nations, hosting the 81st UN General Assembly's General Debate (22-28 September 2026), where EAM

Jaishankar will deliver India's High-Level Session address on 26 September.

Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Home to Air Force Station Jodhpur, hosting both Exercise Veer Guardian-2026 (India-Japan, concluding 22 September) and the imminent

Exercise Tarang Shakti-2026 (multinational, opening 26 September) — a rare back-to-back double-exercise window at a single base.

Guwahati (Chandrapur), Assam
Site of the foundation-stone laying for ISRO's new Advanced Radar Research Centre under Project NETRA, marking the first major strategic

space-infrastructure project sited in the Northeast.

Kaziranga National Park, Assam
A UNESCO World Heritage Site on the Brahmaputra floodplain and the world's single largest stronghold of the Greater One-Horned Rhino,
sheltering over 2,600 individuals ahead of World Rhino Day (22 September).

Pench Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh

Spanning the Madhya Pradesh-Maharashtra border in central India's Satpura landscape, host to a regional NTCA-WII training workshop (15-
16 September) preparing field staff from five states for the All-India Tiger Estimation 2026.

§3 - Ethics & Integrity Cases

SUBSTANTIVE REPRESENTATION VS PROCEDURAL MAJORITARIANISM

Reviving the Delimitation and Women's-Reservation Bills

Pursuing a special session specifically to re-engineer the numbers needed for a two-thirds majority raises the ethical question of
whether a constitutional amendment's legitimacy rests only on crossing a procedural threshold, or also on the depth and durability of
the cross-party consensus behind it — a tension between winning a vote and building genuine substantive agreement.

STATE OVERSIGHT VS ASSOCIATIONAL FREEDOM



The FCRA Amendment Bill's Asset-Management Powers

Empowering the state to appoint an authority over a lapsed NGO's foreign-funded assets serves a legitimate anti-misuse purpose, but
it also concentrates significant discretionary power over civil-society organisations — illustrating the recurring ethical balance between

preventing genuine misuse of funds and preserving associational freedom under Article 19(1)(c).

DATA ETHICS AND THE RISK OF SOCIAL FRAGMENTATION

Open-Column Caste Enumeration in Census 2027

Recording caste exactly as self-declared, rather than through a pre-fixed code list, respects individual identity and improves data
richness for social-justice policy, but it also carries the ethical risk of hardening caste consciousness or enabling its political
instrumentalisation — a textbook case of a data-collection choice with genuine competing social consequences.

RECIPROCITY AND TRUST-BUILDING IN MULTILATERALISM

India's Diplomatic Calendar at UNGA and with the EU

Sustained, patient engagement through UNGA addresses and Strategic Partnership reviews — rather than one-off transactional wins —
reflects the ethical principle that durable international trust is built through consistent reciprocity over time, not through episodic

point-scoring.

PREPAREDNESS AS AN INSTITUTIONAL DUTY OF CARE

Back-to-Back Multinational Exercises at Jodhpur

Investing in joint training, technology familiarisation, and interoperability before any actual crisis — as seen in both Veer Guardian-
2026 and the imminent Tarang Shakti-2026 — reflects the ethical principle that a responsible institution's duty of care includes

rehearsing for contingencies well in advance, not merely reacting once one occurs.

INTERGENERATIONAL STEWARDSHIP

Kaziranga's Zero-Poaching Year and Rhino Recovery
Assam's near-elimination of rhino poaching and the resulting population recovery illustrate the ethical principle of intergenerational

stewardship — that today's institutions hold a species' survival in trust for future generations, and sustained, unglamorous
enforcement work over decades is what actually delivers on that trust.

§4 - Prelims MCQs

Q1. Consider the following statements: 1. The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 was passed with a two-thirds majority. 2. It
proposed raising Lok Sabha strength to 850 seats. Which is/are correct?

(a) Lonly (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither

Ans: (b)

Q2. The Delimitation Bill, 2026 proposes a Delimitation Commission chaired by:
(a) The Prime Minister (b) The Chief Election Commissioner (c) A sitting/retired Supreme Court judge (d) The Speaker of the Lok Sabha
Ans: (c)



Q3. Consider the following statements on the FCRA (Amendment) Bill 2026's JPC: 1. It has 31 members. 2. It has more Rajya Sabha
members than Lok Sabha members. 3. Its report is due by the first week of the Winter Session 2026. Which is/are correct?
(@)1and3only(b) 1and 2 only (c)2and 3 only(d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Q4. The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act currently in force was enacted in:
(a) 1976 (b) 2010 (c) 2015 (d) 2020
Ans: (b)

Q5. Consider the following statements on Census 2027: 1. Ladakh's Population Enumeration began ahead of the national schedule due
to winter access constraints. 2. Caste is being recorded for the entire population via an open-ended column for the first time since
1931. Which is/are correct?

(a) Lonly (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither

Ans: (c)

Q6. The approved outlay for Census 2027 is approximately:
(a) 5,000 crore (b) 8,754 crore (c) 11,718 crore (d) 320,000 crore
Ans: (c)

Q7. The 81st session of the UN General Assembly's General Debate theme is:

(a) "Building back better together" (b) "Restoring trust, managing transformation" (c) "Our common agenda for the future" (d) "Unity
in diversity for a sustainable world"

Ans: (b)

Q8. Consider the following statements: 1. IMEC stands for India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor. 2. IMEC was discussed as part
of India-EU Strategic Partnership implementation in September 2026. Which is/are correct?

(@) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither

Ans: (c)

Q9. Exercise Veer Guardian-2026 is a bilateral air exercise between India and:
(a) France (b) Australia (c) Japan (d) South Korea
Ans: (c)

Q10. Consider the following statements on Exercise Tarang Shakti-2026: 1. It is India's largest multinational air exercise since
Operation Sindoor. 2. The US will field the F-35 for the first time on Indian soil. 3. It is a single-nation exercise restricted to India and the
US. Which is/are correct?

(@)1and2only(b)2and 3 only(c) 1and3only(d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Q11. Both Exercise Veer Guardian-2026 and Exercise Tarang Shakti-2026 are held at:
(a) Pokhran, Rajasthan (b) AFS Jodhpur, Rajasthan (c) Kalaikunda, West Bengal (d) Halwara, Punjab
Ans: (b)

Q12. Project NETRA is associated with which domain of ISRO's work?
(a) Human spaceflight (b) Space situational awareness/debris tracking (c) Remote sensing agriculture (d) Satellite launch vehicles
Ans: (b)

Q13. Consider the following statements: 1. GaN and SiC are wide-bandgap semiconductor materials. 2. DRDO's SSPL has
demonstrated indigenous GaN MMIC technology up to the X-band. Which is/are correct?

(a) Lonly (b) 2 only (c) Both (d) Neither

Ans: (c)



Q14. India's exports to "core BRICS" markets in April-August 2026 grew by approximately:
(a) 18% (b) 25% (c) 34% (d) 45%
Ans: (c)

Q15. Among core BRICS destinations, which recorded the fastest percentage export growth for India in April-August 2026?
(a) China (b) Russia (c) Brazil (d) South Africa
Ans: (d)

Q16. Consider the following statements on RBI's liquidity management (September 2026): 1. FCNR(B) deposits are exempt from the
Cash Reserve Ratio. 2. VRRR is a permanent liquidity-absorption tool. 3. OMO can be used for permanent liquidity absorption or
injection. Which is/are correct?

(a)1and3only(b) 1and 2 only (c)2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Q17. World Ozone Day is observed on:
(a) 5 June (b) 16 September (c) 22 April (d) 5 December
Ans: (b)

Q18. The NAPCC's National Missions do NOT include which of the following?
(a) National Solar Mission (b) National Water Mission (c) National Mission for Clean Ganga (d) National Mission for a Green India
Ans: (c)

Q19. Consider the following statements on the Greater One-Horned Rhino: 1. It is classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List. 2. It is
listed on CITES Appendix I. 3. Assam holds roughly 80% of its global population. Which is/are correct?

(@)1,2and 3 (b) 1and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1 and 3 only

Ans: (a)

Q20. The All-India Tiger Estimation exercise is conducted once every:
(a) 2 years (b) 4 years (c) 5 years (d) 10 years
Ans: (b)

§5 - Mains Questions

1. Discuss the constitutional and political challenges in operationalising delimitation and the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam's
women's-reservation mandate together. (150 words) [GS2]

2. Discuss the rationale for and concerns surrounding the FCRA (Amendment) Bill 2026's provisions on managing foreign-funded
assets. (150 words) [GS2]

3. Examine the significance of open-column caste enumeration in Census 2027 as compared with the 2011 Socio-Economic Caste
Census. (150 words) [GS1]

4, Discuss India's key priorities at the UN General Assembly amid ongoing calls for reform of the UN Security Council. (150 words)
[GS2]

5. Analyse the strategic significance of multinational air exercises such as Tarang Shakti for India's defence diplomacy in the Indo-
Pacific. (150 words) [GS3]



6. Discuss the importance of indigenous wide-bandgap semiconductor development (GaN/SiC) for India's defence self-reliance.
(150 words) [GS3]

7. Discuss the RBI's use of Open Market Operations and Variable Rate Reverse Repo auctions in managing a systemic liquidity
surplus. (150 words) [GS3]

8. Discuss the factors behind the recovery of the Greater One-Horned Rhino population in India, and the conservation lessons it

offers for other threatened species. (150 words) [GS3]

9. [GS4 Case Study] You are a Census enumerator conducting the open-column caste-enumeration exercise in a socially diverse
ward. A local community leader pressures you to record a specific, uniform caste designation for all households in his locality,
implying non-cooperation with the entire enumeration if you refuse. (a) Identify the ethical issues involved in this situation. (b)

Discuss how you would proceed while upholding both data accuracy and social harmony. (250 words) [GS4]

§6 - Answer Writing Value Addition

Data Point: The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 fell 298-230 in April 2026 — short of the two-thirds-present-and-voting
threshold under Article 368.

Concept: "JPC as a Parliamentary Scrutiny Mechanism" — the FCRA Bill's 31-member JPC (21 Lok Sabha + 10 Rajya Sabha) follows the
same template as the 2024 Waqf (Amendment) Bill JPC.

Data Point: Census 2027 carries an approved outlay of *11,718.24 crore and is India's first fully digital census, offered in 16 languages.

Concept: "UNGA is recommendatory, UNSC is binding" — the core structural distinction to deploy whenever a UNGA-address question
appears.

Data Point: Exercise Tarang Shakti-2026 features 8 nations flying aircraft (including the first-ever US F-35 on Indian soil) out of 51
countries invited.

Concept: "GaN/SiC are wide-bandgap semiconductors" — a single indigenous DRDO GaN chip (3.5mm x 3mm) delivers up to 30W and

switches ~300x faster than silicon.

Data Point: India's exports to core BRICS (China, Russia, Brazil, South Africa) rose 34% YoY to $19.9bn in April-August 2026, nearly 3x the
growth rate to the expanded BRICS grouping.

Concept: "OMO vs VRRR vs CRR vs MSS" — the RBI's four-tool liquidity-management toolkit, distinguished by permanence and the
specific constraint that FCNR(B) deposits are CRR-exempt.
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Delimitation Bill / 131st Amendment Revival
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Census 2027 — Caste Enumeration (Ladakh)
Jaishankar at 81st UNGA

India-EU Strategic Partnership / IMEC
Exercise Veer Guardian-2026

Exercise Tarang Shakti-2026

ISRO Project NETRA (Guwahati)

DRDO Indigenous GaN/SiC Chips

Core BRICS Export Surge (34%)

RBI OMO/VRRR Liquidity Management

Net Zero Portal & NAPCC Dashboard

Global Rhino Population / Kaziranga

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 (static)
FCRA, 2010 (static parent Act)

Montreal Protocol, 1987 (static)

NAPCC's Eight National Missions (static)

All-India Tiger Estimation Methodology (static)

GS2 — Constitutional amendment

GS2 — NGO regulation, parliamentary scrutiny
GS1 — Society, demography

GS2 — India & the UN

GS2 — Economic corridors

GS2/GS3 — India-Japan defence ties

GS3 — Defence diplomacy

GS3 — Space situational awareness

GS3 — Defence self-reliance

GS3 — External trade

GS3 — Monetary policy instruments

GS3 — Climate governance

GS3 — Species conservation

GS2 — Static women's-reservation law

GS2 — Static NGO-regulation law

GS3 — Static international environmental law
GS3 — Static climate-policy framework

GS3 — Static wildlife-census framework

& THEIAS AKADEMIA — PROOF OF PRECISION

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 Results

In what critics called the most unpredictable Prelims paper in a decade —

48
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A SINGLE DOCUMENT

7 6

QUESTIONS FROM
A SINGLE CLASS

Our students had seen 48 questions before the paper was opened.

This is not luck. This is ThelAS Akademia.
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Proof of Precision

Every item mapped. Every claim verified.

2 7 6 9

ENVIRONMENT CARDS MAP PINS ETHICS CASES MAINS QS

v All facts sourced from PIB/MoEFCC, Assam Forest Department statements, NTCA/WII coverage, and cross-verified species-status data
(IUCN Red List, CITES)

v Every ethics case names its underlying ethical concept explicitly, per the density mandate, and several cross-reference Part | stories
v Both Environment cards meet the two-card target — no static-species fallback needed today, ladder rung 1 used for both
v Cross-checked against the 7-day topic log (14-20 September 2026) and standing 30-day blacklists — zero repeated topics

v No map_21Sep2026.jpg found — inline SVG fallback used per the workspace's standing map-continuity rule; disclosed in §2
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