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Top Headlines — 12 & 13 August 2026

1. Monsoon Session adjourns sine die: 12 Bills introduced, 11 passed, and not one referred to a Standing Committee.

2. Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 referred to a 31-member Joint Parliamentary Committee.

3. Cauvery Water Regulation Committee raises the release directive to 12,000 cusecs; Karnataka observes a bandh;

Supreme Court hearing deferred to 17 August.

4. India and the Southern African Customs Union sign Terms of Reference for a Preferential Trade Agreement — India's

first with the African region.

5. India chairs the first BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting of its 2026 Chairship, in Jaipur.

6. UN Security Council's 1267 Monitoring Team attributes the November 2025 Red Fort attack to Al-Qaeda in the Indian

Subcontinent.

7. Retail inflation for July 2026 rises to 4.45%, a nineteen-month high, on higher food prices.

8. Kavach 4.0 sanctioned for 660 route km of the Izzatnagar Division at ₹295 crore, with a 4G-LTE communication

backbone.

9. Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy renews its "One Herb, One Standard" pact with the

Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission.

10. SEBI Chairman calls for Indian benchmarks in commodity derivatives at the Global Commodity Conclave, Mumbai.

11. President confers Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Awards on 115 artists at Vigyan Bhawan.

12. National Biodiversity Authority releases ₹15.52 crore in access-and-benefit-sharing proceeds from mustard genetic

resources.

S E C T I O N  0 2

Polity & Governance

Editorial note: Every card carries a date stamp. 12-13 AUG  marks stories from yesterday and today. Under the standing section-

balance rule, Polity is capped at three cards — several further strong parliamentary and judicial items were found today and

deliberately left out so that IR, Defence, Science, Culture and Economy each get proper space.

GS2 12-13 AUG Parliament — Legislative Scrutiny

Session adjourned sine die 13 August 2026 · Source: Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha proceedings / PRS Legislative Research session track



Eleven Bills, Zero Committee Referrals: The Monsoon Session's Scrutiny Record

Why in News: The Monsoon Session of Parliament adjourned sine die on 13 August 2026 after 19 scheduled sittings. Twelve

Government Bills were introduced and eleven passed by both Houses — and not one was referred to a Standing Committee.

The comparison with the previous year, when five of thirteen Bills went to committees, is the sharpest available measure of

how legislative scrutiny is functioning.

Background: Indian parliamentary practice provides for Bills to be referred to Department-Related Standing Committees,

Select Committees or Joint Committees for clause-by-clause examination, but referral is discretionary rather than

mandatory. Standing Committees are where cross-party technical deliberation happens away from the floor's adversarial

incentives, which is why the referral rate — rather than the number of Bills passed — is the standard indicator of legislative

quality.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Session ran 20 July to 13 August 2026 across 19 scheduled sittings; 12 Government Bills introduced, 11 passed by

both Houses.

Not one of the twelve Bills was referred to a Standing Committee. In the previous Monsoon Session, 5 of 13 Bills were

referred — 3 to Joint Committees and 2 to Lok Sabha Select Committees.

Total time spent on passage across both Houses: 32 hours 59 minutes (Lok Sabha 11 hours 59 minutes, Rajya Sabha

21 hours).

The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 alone consumed 17 hours 34 minutes;

the other ten Bills shared 15 hours 24 minutes between them.

Seven Bills received five minutes or less in the Lok Sabha, totalling 28 minutes — including the Kerala (Alteration of

Name), MSME Development (Amendment), Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) and MMDR (Amendment) Bills.

The MMDR Amendment Bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 13 August after the Lok Sabha had already adjourned

sine die; the Upper House skipped Zero Hour and Question Hour to take it up.

The only Bill left pending is the Indian Statistical Institute Bill, 2026. Disruption through the session centred on

examination-paper-leak irregularities and police action against student protesters.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

A zero-referral session is not a marginal drift from the previous year's five — it is a categorical change, and it means no Bill this

session received line-by-line expert or cross-party examination outside the floor.

The 28-minutes-for-seven-Bills figure is the more damning number than the aggregate, because it shows that headline debate

time is concentrated on one politically contested Bill while technical legislation passes almost unexamined.

The structural cause is that referral is discretionary: quality of law-making therefore depends on executive self-restraint rather

than on procedural guarantee, which is precisely the reform question.

Disruption and compression reinforce each other — time lost to protest shrinks the debate window, which then fuels the

grievance that legislation is being pushed through without discussion.

Comparative angle: several parliamentary democracies mandate a committee stage for every Bill, and the Indian debate

increasingly turns on whether referral should be the default rather than the exception.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "twelve in, zero out" — twelve Bills introduced and zero sent to committee. And "one Bill took seventeen

hours, seven Bills took twenty-eight minutes" captures where the scrutiny actually went.



🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements about parliamentary committees in India:

1. Referral of a Bill to a Department-Related Standing Committee is mandatory before passage.

2. A Joint Committee draws members from both Houses of Parliament.

3. A Select Committee is constituted for a specific Bill and dissolves once it reports.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only. Referral is discretionary, not mandatory.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2021 & 2023: Parliamentary committees and their role in improving the quality of legislation.

#GS2 #Parliament #LegislativeScrutiny #StandingCommittees

GS2 12-13 AUG Civil Society Regulation — JPC

Referral motion adopted 12 August 2026 · Source: Lok Sabha / PRS Legislative Research bill track

FCRA Amendment Bill Goes to a 31-Member Joint Parliamentary Committee

Why in News: The Lok Sabha adopted a motion on 12 August 2026 referring the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)

Amendment Bill, 2026 to a Joint Parliamentary Committee of 31 members, which must report by the first week of the

Winter Session. In a session where no Bill went to a Standing Committee, this is the single exception — and it came only

after sustained political pressure.

Background: The Bill amends the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, whose lineage runs from the 1976 Act

through the 2020 amendment that banned sub-granting, mandated a designated State Bank of India account in New Delhi,

and cut the administrative-expense cap from 50% to 20%. The Supreme Court upheld those 2020 amendments in Noel

Harper v. Union of India (2022), holding that receipt of foreign contribution is not a fundamental right — the constitutional

backdrop against which the present Bill is being examined.

Memory Technique This Bill has appeared before — here is precisely what is new

Previously covered: the Bill's substantive provisions, and separately the report that a JPC referral was likely.

What is new today: the referral actually happened — a formal motion adopted on 12 August, with the committee's size and

reporting deadline now fixed.

UPSC relevance shifts: from the Bill's content to the JPC as an institution — its composition, mandate and the political conditions

under which a government agrees to refer.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Referral motion adopted 12 August 2026; the Bill had been introduced in the Lok Sabha on 25 March 2026 by the

Ministry of Home Affairs.

JPC composition: 31 members — 21 from the Lok Sabha and 10 from the Rajya Sabha. Report due by the last day of

the first week of the Winter Session.



Trigger for referral: a unanimous resolution by the Tamil Nadu Assembly against the Bill, and large rallies in Mizoram;

several opposition parties demanded outright withdrawal rather than referral.

The Bill creates a Designated Authority in which foreign contribution and assets vest when a certificate is cancelled,

surrendered or "ceases" — cessation being the new trigger, covering non-renewal or denied renewal.

Permanently vested assets may be transferred to government ministries or sold, with proceeds credited to the

Consolidated Fund of India; for a place of worship, the Authority must preserve its religious character.

Maximum imprisonment falls from 5 years to 1 year, but prior Central Government approval is now required to initiate

any investigation.

FCRA portal data as of 15 July 2026: 14,449 active certificates, 22,498 cancelled and 15,212 deemed expired; 13,520

organisations received ₹55,741 crore between 2019 and 2022.

Legislative analysis has flagged that there is no appeal mechanism and no right of hearing where renewal is denied,

though both exist against cancellation.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

A JPC is a stronger instrument than a departmental Standing Committee for this Bill because it draws from both Houses, is

constituted for this specific subject, and can summon witnesses and documents.

The referral's political economy is instructive: it followed a State Assembly resolution and street mobilisation, which suggests

committee referral in India is driven by political cost rather than by any settled principle of legislative practice.

The constitutional questions the committee must confront are real — Article 26 on managing religious affairs, and Articles 29 and

30 on minority educational institutions, against the State's legitimate regulatory interest in foreign funding.

Vesting assets built partly from foreign funds in their entirety, with a recovery application only afterwards, reverses the ordinary

burden and raises a proportionality question under Article 300A.

The absence of an appeal against non-renewal is the sharpest drafting objection: an organisation can lose its assets through

administrative inaction without any forum to contest it.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "21 plus 10 equals 31" — the JPC's Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha split. And "cancelled, surrendered,

ceased" for the three vesting triggers, of which cessation is the new one.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements:

1. In Noel Harper v. Union of India (2022) the Supreme Court held that receipt of foreign contribution is not a

fundamental right.

2. The FCRA 2020 amendment reduced the administrative-expense cap from 50% to 20%.

3. A Joint Parliamentary Committee's recommendations are binding on the Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. JPC recommendations are advisory.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2015 & 2021: Role of NGOs and civil society and the statutory framework regulating them; parliamentary

committees.



#GS2 #FCRA #JPC #NoelHarper

GS2 GS1 12-13 AUG Federalism — Inter-State Rivers

CWRC directive effective 12 August; Karnataka bandh 13 August; SC hearing deferred to 17 August 2026

Cauvery Escalates: 12,000 Cusecs Ordered, a Karnataka Bandh, and a Deferred

Hearing

Why in News: The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee sharply raised its release directive to 12,000 cusecs per day for

fifteen days from 12 August 2026 — a near four-fold increase on the earlier 3,500 cusecs — and the Cauvery Water

Management Authority upheld it. Karnataka observed a bandh on 13 August in protest. The Supreme Court hearing listed

for 13 August was adjourned to 17 August, so no judicial order was passed.

Background: Article 262 permits Parliament to provide for adjudication of inter-State river water disputes and to bar the

jurisdiction of courts, which it did through the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956. The Cauvery Water Disputes

Tribunal was constituted in 1990 and gave its final award in 2007; the Supreme Court modified that award in its 2018

judgment and directed creation of a permanent mechanism, producing the CWMA and the CWRC. Biligundlu is the

designated inter-State flow-measurement point.

⚡  KEY FACTS

The CWRC had earlier directed 3,500 cusecs at Biligundlu for fifteen days from 29 July 2026; Tamil Nadu moved the

Supreme Court on 3 August seeking implementation.

On 11 August the CWRC issued a fresh directive of 12,000 cusecs per day for fifteen days from 12 August; the CWMA

backed it. Karnataka argues compliance is impossible given below-average inflows and drinking-water needs.

The Supreme Court matter listed for 13 August was adjourned to 17 August 2026 — no order was passed, leaving the

CWMA's direction operative in the interim.

A Karnataka bandh was observed on 13 August from 6 am to 6 pm; impact was limited, with metro, State transport,

banks, hospitals and schools functioning.

Mandya was the epicentre, with farmers blocking the old Bengaluru-Mysuru highway; protest demands widened to

the Mekedatu balancing reservoir, Kalasa-Banduri Nala and Upper Krishna projects.

The 2018 Supreme Court judgment raised Karnataka's share and set Tamil Nadu's at 177.25 TMC; the CWMA and

CWRC were constituted in 2018 under the 1956 Act on the Court's direction.

The Cauvery rises at Talakaveri in the Brahmagiri range, Kodagu district, Karnataka, and flows through Karnataka,

Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry to the Bay of Bengal.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

A near four-fold escalation in the ordered release, followed immediately by a bandh and a deferred hearing, is a compact

illustration of the enforcement deficit: the machinery can direct, but it cannot compel.

Article 262 was designed to keep water disputes out of the courts, yet the Supreme Court has become the routine enforcement

forum — an institutional paradox worth naming explicitly in any answer.

The recurring pattern exists because entitlements are fixed in absolute TMC terms while actual flows vary with the monsoon; a

distress-sharing formula that scales automatically with rainfall remains the missing reform.

The widening of protest demands to Mekedatu, Kalasa-Banduri and Upper Krishna shows how a single dispute becomes a

vehicle for the entire basket of a State's water grievances.



Federal dimension: water is Entry 17 of the State List while regulation of inter-State rivers is Entry 56 of the Union List, giving the

Centre an authority it has historically been reluctant to exercise against States.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "3,500 to 12,000, and still no order" — the directive nearly quadrupled while the Court adjourned, which is

the enforcement gap stated in two numbers.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements:

1. Article 262 empowers Parliament to bar the jurisdiction of courts in inter-State river water disputes.

2. The Cauvery Water Management Authority was constituted following a Supreme Court judgment.

3. Biligundlu is the inter-State flow-measurement point on the Cauvery.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2018: "Inter-State water disputes have become a major challenge to Indian federalism. Discuss."

#GS1 #GS2 #Cauvery #Article262 #Federalism

THEIAS AKADEMIA Polity held to three cards again today, with several strong parliamentary items left out. Breadth across the syllabus

beats depth in one paper. ANTIM 2027 is built on that discipline. theiasakademia.com

S E C T I O N  0 3

International Relations

GS2 GS3 12-13 AUG Trade Agreements — India-Africa

Terms of Reference signed 12 August 2026, New Delhi · Source: Department of Commerce (PIB)

India-SACU Preferential Trade Agreement: The First Terms of Reference Signed

With Africa

Why in News: India and the Southern African Customs Union signed Terms of Reference on 12 August 2026 at Vanijya

Bhawan, New Delhi, for negotiating a Preferential Trade Agreement. It is the first such ToR India has signed with the African

region, and negotiations are to begin within a month and conclude within a year.



Background: SACU, established in 1910, is the world's oldest customs union. Its five members — South Africa, Botswana,

Namibia, Lesotho and Eswatini — operate a common external tariff with a shared revenue pool, which means India

negotiates with the bloc rather than with each State. A Preferential Trade Agreement is the shallowest form of trade

arrangement: it offers reduced, not zero, tariffs on a selected list of tariff lines, unlike a Free Trade Agreement which

eliminates duties on substantially all trade.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Terms of Reference signed 12 August 2026 in the presence of the Commerce and Industry Minister; signed by the two

chief negotiators.

India's first Terms of Reference signed with the African region; negotiations to begin within one month and conclude

within one year.

Eight chapters agreed: trade in goods and market access; rules of origin; customs procedures and trade facilitation;

trade remedies; sanitary and phytosanitary measures; technical barriers to trade; dispute settlement; and legal and

horizontal provisions. Goods only at this stage.

SACU was established in 1910 and is the world's oldest customs union; members are South Africa, Botswana,

Namibia, Lesotho and Eswatini.

India-SACU bilateral trade in FY26: US$16.81 billion, of which Indian exports were US$7.55 billion.

Complementarity sectors identified: engineering goods and machinery, automobiles, pharmaceuticals, textiles,

agriculture and agri-processing, plus healthcare and IT skilling.

India's existing Preferential Trade Agreements include those with MERCOSUR (2009) and Chile (2006).

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Negotiating with a customs union rather than individual States is efficient but constraining: SACU's common external tariff

means any concession applies bloc-wide, so the negotiation is genuinely with five economies at once.

Starting at PTA rather than FTA level is a deliberate calibration — it allows tariff concessions on selected lines without the

political cost of full liberalisation, and can be deepened later.

Rules of origin are the substantive battleground in any agreement with a customs union, because they determine whether goods

merely transhipped through a member State qualify for preference.

Strategically this sits within India's broader Africa engagement, where India competes with far larger Chinese commitments by

offering partnership terms — market access, skilling and pharmaceuticals — rather than scale of finance.

The one-year negotiation deadline is ambitious for eight chapters including dispute settlement, and is worth watching as a test

of whether India's trade-negotiation capacity has genuinely improved.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "PTA reduces, FTA eliminates, CU adds a common wall" — preferential agreements cut selected tariffs,

free trade agreements remove them on substantially all trade, and a customs union adds a common external tariff on

top.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements about the Southern African Customs Union:

1. It is the world's oldest customs union, established in 1910.

2. Its members include South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Eswatini.

3. A customs union involves a common external tariff among its members.



Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2019 & 2023: India's engagement with Africa; GS3 on regional trade agreements and their implications.

#GS2 #GS3 #SACU #PTA #IndiaAfrica

GS2 GS3 12-13 AUG BRICS Chairship — Development Finance 12 August 2026, Jaipur · Source: Ministry of Finance

BRICS Finance Ministers Meet in Jaipur: Can Public Capital Crowd In Private

Investment?

Why in News: India chaired the first BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting of its 2026 Chairship at

Jaipur on 12 August 2026, with a seminar on the New Development Bank's role in mobilising private capital. The Finance

Minister's central proposition — that public capital should act as a catalyst for private investment rather than a substitute

for it — is the textbook crowding-in argument, stated at a multilateral forum.

Background: The New Development Bank was established by the BRICS states as an alternative multilateral development

bank, headquartered in Shanghai. The recurring problem for such institutions is that their own balance sheets are far too

small to meet developing-country infrastructure needs, so their real function must be to de-risk projects and improve

bankability so that private capital follows. India assumed the BRICS Chairship in January 2026 under the theme "Building

for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability", with the Leaders' Summit scheduled in New Delhi in September

2026.

⚡  KEY FACTS

First BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting under India's 2026 Chairship, held at Jaipur on 12

August 2026.

Seminar theme: the role of the New Development Bank in mobilising private capital in member countries; the NDB

President addressed it.

Core formulation from the Indian chair: public capital should act as a catalyst for private investment, not a substitute

for it.

Binding constraints identified: investor confidence, stability and predictable long-term policy frameworks — not the

availability of capital alone.

Indian instruments cited as models: Viability Gap Funding, the Hybrid Annuity Model, credit-enhancement

mechanisms, Infrastructure Investment Trusts, the National Infrastructure Pipeline and PM GatiShakti.

India assumed the BRICS Chairship in January 2026; the theme is "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation

and Sustainability"; the Leaders' Summit is scheduled in New Delhi in September 2026 — India's fourth chairship

since 2012.

India has separately stated it does not favour a common BRICS currency — a useful contrast when discussing de-

dollarisation.



🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Crowding in versus crowding out is the analytical core: public investment crowds in when it de-risks and completes a project

pipeline, and crowds out when it competes for the same scarce capital and talent.

The Viability Gap Funding and Hybrid Annuity Model examples are worth citing precisely because they are risk-allocation devices

— they shift construction or revenue risk to whichever party can bear it more cheaply.

The candid admission that capital availability is not the constraint reframes the development-finance debate: the problem is a

shortage of bankable projects and credible frameworks, not of money.

For the NDB the strategic question is differentiation — whether it offers something the World Bank and Asian Development Bank

do not, beyond a different shareholding structure.

India's stated position against a common BRICS currency signals that its interest in the grouping is developmental and

institutional rather than an attempt to build a monetary alternative to the dollar.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "catalyst, not substitute" — the whole crowding-in argument in three words, and a quotable line for any

infrastructure-financing answer.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements:

1. The New Development Bank was established by the BRICS states and is headquartered in Shanghai.

2. Viability Gap Funding is a mechanism to make economically justified but financially unviable projects attractive to

private investors.

3. India assumed the BRICS Chairship in 2026.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS2 2021 & 2023: India's role in multilateral groupings; GS3 on infrastructure financing and public-private partnership

models.

#GS2 #GS3 #BRICS #NDB #CrowdingIn

S E C T I O N  0 4

Defence & Security

GS3 GS2 12-13 AUG UN Sanctions — Terrorism UN report published 10 August 2026; carried in the Indian press 13 August 2026



UN 1267 Monitoring Team Attributes the Red Fort Attack to AQIS

Why in News: The 38th report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, submitted to the UN Security

Council's 1267 Sanctions Committee and published on 10 August 2026, was carried across the Indian press on 13 August. It

states that the November 2025 attack on the Red Fort in Delhi "was officially attributed to AQIS" — Al-Qaeda in the Indian

Subcontinent — and describes the group's evolution into a decentralised regional entity.

Background: The 1267 sanctions regime, established by Security Council Resolution 1267 in 1999, maintains the

consolidated list of individuals and entities associated with ISIL and Al-Qaida, and applies asset freezes, travel bans and

arms embargoes. Its Monitoring Team produces periodic analytical reports that carry unusual weight because they

represent a consensus UN assessment rather than any single State's intelligence claim — which is why attribution in such a

report matters diplomatically.

⚡  KEY FACTS

38th report of the Monitoring Team supporting the UN Security Council's 1267 Sanctions Committee concerning ISIL

(Da'esh) and Al-Qaida; published 10 August 2026.

Finding: AQIS "continued to evolve from a fragmented group into a regional terrorist entity", establishing logistics and

financial networks and working through decentralised small, scattered cells rather than large units.

The November 2025 Red Fort explosion in Delhi — a slow-moving car detonated near the Red Fort metro station —

killed about 15 people and injured many more.

The report flags AQIS attempts to exploit Bangladesh to establish cells there.

Chemical and biological dimension: both Al-Qaida and ISIL have shown sustained interest in CBRN capability without

overcoming technical hurdles; ISIL-Khorasan circulated ricin instructions over the past twelve months, and at the end

of 2025 Indian authorities arrested three people, including a doctor, tasked by an ISIL cell abroad to develop ricin.

The report notes a restructuring of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan following its annual leadership council meeting in

December 2025, including new regional divisions.

Regional assessment: South Asia tensions are described as high amid continuing cross-border attacks, with the

Taliban de facto authorities unable to suppress the terrorist problem.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Attribution in a UN Monitoring Team report has diplomatic value beyond any national assessment, because it is a consensus

finding that supports listing proposals and constrains States that might otherwise contest the claim.

The shift from large units to small scattered cells is the operationally significant finding: decentralisation makes a group harder

to decapitate but also less capable of complex mass-casualty operations, changing the threat's shape rather than only its scale.

The CBRN thread deserves careful reading — the report's own assessment is that intent exists but technical capability does not,

and conflating the two produces bad analysis.

The Bangladesh vector matters for India's neighbourhood policy: a regional entity establishing cells across a porous border

makes counter-terrorism cooperation a bilateral necessity rather than an optional courtesy.

The listing architecture has a well-known weakness — any permanent member can block a designation, which is why India's

listing diplomacy has historically been slow and why consensus analytical reports matter as an alternative route to legitimacy.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "1267 lists, the Monitoring Team explains" — the Committee applies sanctions, while its Monitoring Team

produces the analytical reports that justify and shape them.



🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements about the UN Security Council's 1267 sanctions regime:

1. It was established by Security Council Resolution 1267 of 1999.

2. It applies asset freezes, travel bans and arms embargoes to listed individuals and entities.

3. A listing proposal can be blocked by any member of the Security Council's permanent membership.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2018 & 2022: Linkages between extremism and terrorism; role of external state and non-state actors; GS2 on UN

institutions.

#GS2 #GS3 #UNSC1267 #AQIS #CounterTerrorism

GS3 GS2 12-13 AUG Higher Defence Organisation

13 August 2026 · Source: The Hindu, Opinion (a serving-officer-turned-scholar's assessment)

India's Higher Defence Organisation and the Civil-Military Intellectual Deficit

Why in News: A commentary published on 13 August 2026 argues that India's Higher Defence Organisation suffers less

from structural gaps than from an intellectual one — that serving officers have neither the time, the incentive nor the cross-

domain exposure to contribute to strategic thinking, leaving doctrine underdeveloped even as institutions are created.

Background: The reform lineage runs from the Kargil Review Committee (2000), chaired by K. Subrahmanyam, through the

Group of Ministers report (2001) which recommended a Chief of Defence Staff. The CDS post was created in January 2020,

heading the Department of Military Affairs and serving as single-point military adviser to the Defence Minister on tri-service

matters. Theatrisation — the shift to Integrated Theatre Commands — remains unresolved, with the three Services yet to

converge on a model.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Reform lineage: Kargil Review Committee (2000) chaired by K. Subrahmanyam, then the Group of Ministers report

(2001) which recommended a Chief of Defence Staff.

The CDS post was created in January 2020 and heads the Department of Military Affairs, acting as single-point

military adviser to the Defence Minister on tri-service matters.

Theatrisation — the move to Integrated Theatre Commands — remains unresolved, with the Services yet to agree a

model.

The Combined Commanders' Conference is the apex consultative forum bringing the Prime Minister and Defence

Minister together with senior command; the Cabinet Committee on Security sits at the apex of decision-making.

Three diagnosed barriers: an "upward mobility trap" in which senior officers are absorbed into operational command

with no protected time to write; a whole-of-government knowledge deficit limiting engagement with diplomatic and

economic counterparts; and a weak enabling environment offering no publication platform or incentive.



Professional military education institutions: the National Defence College (New Delhi), College of Defence

Management (Secunderabad), Army War College (Mhow), Naval War College (Goa) and Air Force War College

(Hyderabad).

Civilian supremacy operates through the chain of command from the President as Supreme Commander through the

Defence Minister — the constitutional frame within which any reform must sit.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

The argument is genuinely two-sided: creating institutions is necessary but not sufficient, and a CDS without an underlying

doctrinal consensus among the Services cannot compel theatrisation by authority alone.

The "upward mobility trap" is the sharpest diagnosis — a promotion system that rewards operational command exclusively will

systematically starve the institution of its own strategic thinkers.

Comparators are instructive: the US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and the UK Chief of the Defence Staff publish doctrine and

testify before legislatures, which builds a public body of military thought India largely lacks.

The whole-of-government gap matters practically — theatrisation, defence budgeting and technology acquisition all require

officers who can engage finance and foreign-policy counterparts as equals.

None of this challenges civilian supremacy; the argument is that better-informed military advice strengthens rather than

threatens civilian control, which is the point most often misread in this debate.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "Kargil 2000, GoM 2001, CDS 2020" — a twenty-year gap between the recommendation and the

appointment, which is itself the story of Indian defence reform.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements:

1. The recommendation for a Chief of Defence Staff came from the Group of Ministers report of 2001, following the

Kargil Review Committee.

2. The Chief of Defence Staff heads the Department of Military Affairs.

3. The Cabinet Committee on Security is chaired by the Defence Minister.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. The Cabinet Committee on Security is chaired by the Prime Minister.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2019 & 2023: Defence reforms, jointness and theatre commands; GS2 on civil-military relations.

#GS2 #GS3 #CDS #Theatrisation #DefenceReform

S E C T I O N  0 5



Science, Technology & Culture

GS3 12-13 AUG Railway Safety — Indigenous ATP Sanctioned 12 August 2026 · Source: Ministry of Railways

Kavach 4.0 for 660 Route Km: India's Indigenous Train Protection Moves to a 4G

Backbone

Why in News: The Ministry of Railways sanctioned Kavach Version 4.0 on 12 August 2026 for 660 route kilometres of the

Izzatnagar Division of North Eastern Railway at a cost of ₹295 crore. The defining change in version 4.0 is the

communication backbone: it runs on 4G-LTE rather than the earlier radio infrastructure.

Background: Kavach is India's indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection system. Its core function is to prevent

Signal Passed at Danger events — where a train crosses a red signal — and the head-on and rear-end collisions that follow

from them. Automatic Train Protection systems work by continuously comparing a train's actual speed and position against

the movement authority granted by signalling, and intervening when the driver does not. The migration to LTE matters

because bandwidth determines how much data can be exchanged between trackside and onboard equipment, which in

turn sets the achievable density of train operation.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Kavach 4.0 approved for 660 route kilometres of the Izzatnagar Division, North Eastern Railway, at ₹295 crore, on 12

August 2026.

Sanctioned under an umbrella work providing Kavach with a Long-Term Evolution (4G-LTE) communication

backbone on the balance sections of Indian Railways.

Kavach is India's indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection system.

Primary function: preventing Signal Passed at Danger events and consequent head-on and rear-end collisions

through continuous monitoring of train movement.

It automatically applies brakes when the driver fails to act, while permitting running at the maximum permissible

speed.

It supports safe operation in dense fog, where visual signal sighting is unreliable — a significant operational gain in

the north Indian winter.

The sanction covers the residual or "balance" sections of the division, indicating progressive rather than greenfield

rollout.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Automatic Train Protection addresses the single largest category of preventable railway accident — driver error at signals —

which is why it is treated internationally as basic safety infrastructure rather than an enhancement.

Indigenous development matters beyond cost: a domestically controlled safety system avoids dependence on foreign vendors

for software updates and cybersecurity patches on critical infrastructure.

The LTE migration is the real technical story, since bandwidth constrains how closely trains can safely follow one another, and

therefore how much capacity can be extracted from existing track.

The honest limitation is pace: route-kilometre-by-route-kilometre sanctions across a network of this size mean full coverage

remains years away, and safety benefits accrue only on equipped sections with equipped locomotives.

Fog capability has a specific Indian salience, linking railway safety to the winter air-quality and visibility crisis in the Indo-

Gangetic plain.



🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "Kavach stops what the driver misses" — it is an Automatic Train Protection system whose defining act is

applying the brakes when a red signal is about to be passed.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements about Kavach:

1. It is an indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection system.

2. It is designed to prevent Signal Passed at Danger events.

3. Version 4.0 uses a Long-Term Evolution communication backbone.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2019 & 2022: Infrastructure — railways; indigenisation of technology and its safety applications.

#GS3 #Kavach #RailwaySafety #Indigenisation

GS3 GS2 12-13 AUG Traditional Medicine — Standardisation MoU renewed 12 August 2026 · Source: Ministry of Ayush

"One Herb, One Standard": Ending Conflicting Monographs Across India's

Pharmacopoeias

Why in News: The Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy, under the Ministry of Ayush,

renewed its memorandum of understanding with the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission, under the Ministry of Health, on

12 August 2026 for a further three years. The objective is uniform quality standards for single drugs of plant origin — ending

the situation in which the same herb carries different specifications in different official pharmacopoeias.

Background: A pharmacopoeia is a legally recognised compendium of drug standards — identity, purity, strength and test

methods. India has historically maintained separate pharmacopoeias for modern medicine and for the traditional systems,

which means a single medicinal plant could be described by two different monographs with different acceptance criteria.

For exporters and regulators alike, that divergence is a genuine barrier, since importing countries ask which Indian standard

applies.

⚡  KEY FACTS

MoU renewed on 12 August 2026 between the Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy

(Ministry of Ayush) and the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (Ministry of Health), for a further three years.

Objective: uniform, single quality standards for single drugs of plant origin — the "One Herb, One Standard" principle.

Covers medicinal plants used across Ayurveda, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, Unani and Homoeopathy.

Stated aim of positioning India as a trusted global standard-setter in medicinal plants.

Framed as protecting biodiversity and traditional-medicine heritage alongside quality assurance.



Rationale offered: harmonised standards remove confusion among stakeholders and build a coordinated

standardisation framework.

Sits alongside the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library, India's defensive instrument against the wrongful patenting

of traditional medicinal knowledge.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Standardisation is the precondition for export credibility: importing regulators require a single, citable national standard, and

divergent monographs invite rejection at the border.

The scientific difficulty is real — plant material varies with soil, season and geography, so a single standard must be tight enough

to assure quality yet wide enough to accommodate genuine natural variation.

This connects to the intellectual-property dimension through the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library: documented standards

strengthen the defensive publication that prevents wrongful patents abroad.

Institutional cooperation across two ministries is itself notable, since parallel regulatory structures for traditional and modern

medicine have historically been a source of duplication rather than harmonisation.

The unresolved question is efficacy versus quality: a pharmacopoeial standard guarantees that a herb is what it claims to be and

is free of contaminants, but says nothing about whether it works — and conflating the two is the recurring error in this debate.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "one herb, one monograph, five systems" — a single standard for a plant used across Ayurveda, Siddha,

Sowa-Rigpa, Unani and Homoeopathy.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements:

1. The Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy functions under the Ministry of Ayush.

2. Sowa-Rigpa is among the traditional medicine systems recognised in India.

3. A pharmacopoeia is a legally recognised compendium of drug standards.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2020 & 2023: Intellectual property and traditional knowledge; GS2 on health governance and regulatory

institutions.

#GS2 #GS3 #Ayush #TraditionalMedicine #TKDL

GS1 12-13 AUG Art & Culture — Performing Arts

Investiture 13 August 2026, Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi · Source: Ministry of Culture / Sangeet Natak Akademi

Sangeet Natak Akademi at the Centre of India's Performing-Arts Architecture



Why in News: The President conferred Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Awards on 115 artists at Vigyan Bhawan on

13 August 2026, covering both the 2024 and 2025 cycles. The occasion is a useful entry point into the institution itself — the

first of India's three National Akademis and the body that formally classifies and supports the country's performing-art

traditions.

Background: The Sangeet Natak Akademi is India's national academy for music, dance and drama, an autonomous body

under the Ministry of Culture. It is the earliest of the three National Akademis, the others being the Lalit Kala Akademi for

the visual arts and the Sahitya Akademi for letters. Its recognition function matters beyond honours: the Akademi's

classification of dance forms is the basis on which India's classical dance traditions are officially enumerated.

⚡  KEY FACTS

The President conferred Fellowships and Awards on 115 artists at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, on 13 August 2026,

covering the 2024 and 2025 cycles including the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar for young artists.

Akademi Ratna (Fellowship) was conferred on seven artists; the Fellowship carries ₹3 lakh and an Award ₹1 lakh,

along with a Tamrapatra and Angavastram.

Award categories span Music, Dance, Theatre, Folk and Tribal arts including puppetry and mask and instrument

making, and Overall Contribution.

The Sangeet Natak Akademi is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture and the first of India's three

National Akademis; the others are the Lalit Kala Akademi (visual arts) and the Sahitya Akademi (letters).

India's eight recognised classical dance forms: Bharatanatyam (Tamil Nadu), Kathak (north India), Kathakali and

Mohiniyattam (Kerala), Kuchipudi (Andhra Pradesh), Odissi (Odisha), Manipuri (Manipur) and Sattriya (Assam).

Traditions recognised in this cycle also include Hindustani and Carnatic music and folk forms such as Nautanki,

Sambalpuri, Kalbeliya and Nirguni.

Sattriya, associated with the Vaishnavite monasteries (sattras) founded by Srimanta Sankaradeva in Assam, was the

most recent addition to the classical list.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Official classification is not a neutral act — designating a form as "classical" confers funding, institutional training and prestige,

while forms left outside that category rely on community transmission alone.

The inclusion of folk, tribal, puppetry and instrument-making categories acknowledges that the classical-folk boundary is

porous, and that instrument makers sustain traditions as much as performers do.

The central preservation challenge is transmission: performing arts survive through the guru-shishya lineage, which is far more

vulnerable to a single generation's disruption than material heritage is.

Sattriya's relatively recent elevation illustrates that the classical canon is revisable, and raises the live question of which regional

forms have a claim to future inclusion.

State patronage carries a genuine tension — it sustains forms that markets would not, but risks freezing living traditions into

museum versions of themselves.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "three Akademis: Sangeet Natak for the stage, Lalit Kala for the canvas, Sahitya for the page" — and eight

classical dances, with Sattriya the most recent entrant.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)



Consider the following statements:

1. The Sangeet Natak Akademi is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture.

2. Sattriya, associated with Assam's Vaishnavite monasteries, is among India's recognised classical dance forms.

3. The Lalit Kala Akademi is India's national academy of letters.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. The Sahitya Akademi is the academy of letters; Lalit Kala is for the visual arts.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS1 2014, 2018 & 2022: Indian classical dance forms and their regional origins; cultural institutions and heritage

preservation.

#GS1 #SangeetNatakAkademi #ClassicalDance #Culture

S E C T I O N  0 6

Economy

GS3 12-13 AUG Inflation — Price Statistics Released 12 August 2026 · Source: MoSPI / National Statistical Office (provisional)

Retail Inflation Hits a Nineteen-Month High at 4.45% — and the Rural-Urban Gap

Widens

Why in News: Consumer Price Index inflation for July 2026 came in at 4.45%, up from 4.38% in June and the highest

reading in nineteen months. It is the second consecutive month above the Reserve Bank's 4% target midpoint, though

comfortably inside the 2-6% tolerance band. Food inflation rose to 5.52%, and the gap between rural and urban inflation

widened to 88 basis points.

Background: India's inflation target is framed on CPI (Combined), with a 4% midpoint and a tolerance band of plus or

minus 2 percentage points. The series has been rebased to 2024=100, in which food and beverages carry the largest weight.

Because rural consumption baskets are more food-heavy than urban ones, food price shocks transmit more strongly to

rural inflation — which is why the rural-urban divergence is a distributional indicator, not a statistical curiosity.

⚡  KEY FACTS

Headline CPI inflation for July 2026: 4.45% (provisional), up from 4.38% in June — a nineteen-month high, and the

second consecutive month above the 4% target midpoint.

Rural inflation 4.84% against urban 3.96%, widening the gap to 88 basis points.

Consumer Food Price Index inflation rose to 5.52% from 5.32% in June; rural food inflation 5.79% while urban food

inflation eased slightly to 5.05%.



Item extremes: ginger up 83.62%, garlic up 35.36% and onion up 22.54%, while potato was in deflation at minus

16.56%.

Group-level readings: food and beverages 5.24%; restaurants and accommodation 7.72%; personal care and

miscellaneous 14.77%; transport 4.43%; housing 2.16%.

State spread among larger States: Telangana highest at 6.32% and Delhi lowest at 2.68%.

Wholesale Price Index data for July follows on 14 August 2026; June WPI had run at 9.87%, a divergence of roughly 5.4

percentage points from CPI.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

The rural-urban gap is the distributionally important number: because rural baskets are more food-heavy, the poor experience a

higher effective inflation rate than the headline suggests, which matters for real-wage and poverty analysis.

The vegetable spikes — ginger, garlic and onion — are classic supply-side shocks that monetary policy cannot address;

tightening into them would restrain demand without affecting the cause.

The CPI-WPI divergence of over five percentage points is analytically significant: WPI weights industrial inputs heavily and

excludes services, so a large gap usually signals producer-side cost pressure not yet passed through to consumers.

Two consecutive months above the target midpoint is not a breach of the framework, which defines failure as three consecutive

quarters outside the 2-6% band — a distinction frequently misstated.

The link to the monsoon closes the loop: with food carrying the largest basket weight and the season running below normal,

food-price risk is the principal upside risk to the inflation trajectory.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "4.45 headline, 5.52 food, 88 basis points apart" — the headline, the food number that drove it, and the

rural-urban gap that tells you who felt it.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)

Consider the following statements about India's inflation framework:

1. The inflation target is 4% CPI inflation with a tolerance band of plus or minus 2 percentage points.

2. Statutory failure is defined as inflation breaching the band for three consecutive quarters.

3. The Wholesale Price Index includes services.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. The WPI excludes services.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2017, 2020 & 2022: Inflation measurement, CPI versus WPI, and the limits of monetary policy against supply-side

inflation.

#GS3 #CPI #Inflation #MoSPI

GS3 12-13 AUG Commodity Derivatives — Market Regulation 12 August 2026, Mumbai · Source: SEBI, Global Commodity Conclave 2026



SEBI Calls for Indian Benchmarks in Commodity Derivatives

Why in News: Speaking at the Global Commodity Conclave in Mumbai on 12 August 2026, the SEBI Chairman argued that

India should build its own commodity benchmarks and good-delivery standards rooted in domestic market realities rather

than importing global benchmarks, and set out the test of success as how effectively commodity derivatives help the real

economy discover prices and manage risk.

Background: Commodity derivatives serve two economic functions — price discovery and hedging. Their usefulness

depends on the contract settling against a benchmark that reflects the physical market participants actually trade in.

Where a country imports a foreign benchmark, domestic hedgers face basis risk: the gap between the price they hedge at

and the price they actually transact at. SEBI became the unified regulator for commodity derivatives after the Forward

Markets Commission was merged into it in 2015.

⚡  KEY FACTS

SEBI Chairman spoke at the Global Commodity Conclave 2026 in Mumbai on 12 August 2026.

Central argument: build Indian benchmarks and good-delivery standards rooted in domestic market realities rather

than importing global benchmarks.

Stated test of success: how effectively commodity derivatives help the real economy discover prices and manage risk.

Four stated priorities: easier participation, a wider participant base, stronger links to physical markets, and market

education.

A consultation paper on foreign portfolio investor participation in exchange-traded commodity derivatives was issued

on 11 August 2026; consultation on position limits for agricultural commodities is complete, with guidelines to follow.

Project Jagrook is SEBI's commodity-market awareness initiative for farmers, Farmer Producer Organisations, MSMEs

and hedgers.

The Chairman also warned about continuing retail losses in options trading, particularly on expiry days, with a

detailed analytical report forthcoming.

🎯  M A I N S  D I M E N S I O N S  /  A N A LY S I S

Benchmark sovereignty is a real economic issue, not a nationalist one: an imported benchmark leaves Indian hedgers exposed

to basis risk they cannot manage, defeating the purpose of hedging.

The participation problem is structural — commodity derivatives markets need a mix of hedgers and speculators to be liquid, but

restrictions designed to prevent speculation in food commodities also thin the very liquidity hedgers need.

Farmer participation remains the unresolved question: individual smallholders cannot realistically use exchange contracts, so

aggregation through Farmer Producer Organisations is the only plausible route.

Opening to foreign portfolio investors deepens liquidity but raises the political sensitivity of foreign participation in agricultural

price formation — the reason such liberalisation has been incremental.

The retail-options warning links to a broader regulatory concern about derivative markets serving speculation rather than the

risk management they exist to provide.

🧠 Let's Remember This Through a Trick

Remember "price discovery and hedging" — the two functions any derivatives market must serve, and the standard

against which the Chairman said the market should be judged.

🎯 Probable Prelims MCQ (Statement-Based)



Consider the following statements:

1. SEBI became the unified regulator for commodity derivatives after the Forward Markets Commission was merged

into it.

2. Price discovery and hedging are the two principal economic functions of a derivatives market.

3. Basis risk refers to the gap between the price at which a hedger hedges and the price at which they actually

transact.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) All three

Answer: (d) All three.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

GS3 2019 & 2021: Capital markets and financial regulators; agricultural marketing and price-risk management.

#GS3 #SEBI #CommodityDerivatives #PriceDiscovery
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⭐  T H E I A S  A K A D E M I A  —  P R O O F  O F  P R E C I S I O N

UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 Results
In what critics called the most unpredictable Prelims paper in a decade —

48
QUESTIONS FROM

ANTIM ASSURED 100+

7
QUESTIONS FROM

A SINGLE DOCUMENT

6
QUESTIONS FROM

A SINGLE CLASS

Our students had seen 48 questions before the paper was opened.

This is not luck. This is TheIAS Akademia.

JOIN ANTIM ASSURED 100+ →
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