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How to Revise This Book
S E E  •  R E C A L L  •  C O N N E C T  •  W R I T E

1 SEE
Observe the complete mind map. Take in the whole plate before reading any single
branch — the layout itself is the memory.

2 RECALL
Close the book and reproduce its branches from memory. Say the headings aloud. What
you cannot name, you cannot write.

3 CONNECT
Move along one chain: Thinker → Argument → Criticism → Comparison. Every UPSC
answer is built on that chain.

4 WRITE
Convert the visual structure into a 150 or 250-word answer. Definition, body, critique,
evaluation — in that order, on the clock.

“Do not memorise the picture. Reconstruct the philosophy behind it.”
—  V I K A S H  S I R
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PAPER I
HISTORY AND PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY

S E C T I O N  A Western Philosophy

S E C T I O N  B Indian Philosophy
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   S E C T I O N  A

S E C T I O N  A

Western Philosophy
P A P E R  I   ·   H I S T O R Y  A N D  P R O B L E M S  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y

P L A T E S  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

01 Plato's Philosophy 3
Hierarchy of Ideas • Allegory of the Cave • Theory of the Divided Line ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

02 Aristotle's Four Causes 4
Material • Formal • Efficient • Final | Comparison with Sāṅkhya and Modern Science ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

03 Hume's Philosophy 5
Rational Psychology • Cosmology • Theology • Problem of Induction • Kant's Response ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

04 Kant's Philosophy 6
Transcendental Aesthetic • Analytic • Dialectic • God and Morality ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

05 Hegel's Philosophy 7
Concrete Idealism • Dialectic • Three Triads • Real and Rational • Negation as Movement ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

06 Husserl's Phenomenology 8
Anti-Psychologism • Epoché • Reduction • Eidetic Insight • Transcendental Consciousness ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

T H E  T H R E A D  O F  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Plato — reality lies above appearance. Aristotle — reality is explained through matter, form, agency and end.
Hume — experience gives no necessity. Kant — the mind supplies the necessity experience cannot. Hegel — the

whole develops through its own contradictions. Husserl — return to how things are given to consciousness.
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01 Plato's Philosophy ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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02 Aristotle's Four Causes ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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03 Hume's Philosophy ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   W E S T E R N  P H I L O S O P H Y

04 Kant's Philosophy ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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05 Hegel's Philosophy ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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06 Husserl's Phenomenology ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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Compare Before the Exam
W E S T E R N  P H I L O S O P H Y
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PLATO ↔ ARISTOTLE

PLATO ARISTOTLE

Where reality lies Forms / Ideas in the intelligible realm; physical objects
only participate in them

Matter and form are both real and inseparable in
substances

Highest principle The Form of the Good — source of truth, being and value The Final Cause — nature acts for an end

Route to knowledge Ascent of the Divided Line: eikāsia → pistis → dianoia →
noesis

Full explanation by four causes: material, formal, efficient,
final

Method of
explanation

Participation of things in Forms; the soul's ascent from
becoming to being

What is it made of? What is it? Who made it? For what end?

Comparative hook Cave and Divided Line are one continuous ascent from
illusion to the Good

Compare with Sāṅkhya satkāryavāda and with modern
mechanistic science

HUME ↔ KANT

HUME KANT

Self / Soul No permanent self; mind is a bundle of perceptions;
personal identity a fiction of memory and habit

Paralogisms — reason draws false conclusions about the
soul from the 'I think'

Causation Only constant conjunction is observed; necessity is habit,
not experience

Causality is a category of the understanding, not derived
from habit

Metaphysics Rational psychology, cosmology and theology are all
impossible

Transcendental Dialectic — soul, world and God are
transcendental illusions

God The teleological argument is weakest: universe ≠ artifact;
the world shows defects

Existence is not a real predicate; ontological proof fails;
God is a postulate of practical reason

Knowledge Induction cannot be justified deductively, nor inductively
without circularity

Synthetic a priori judgements — concepts without
intuitions are empty, intuitions without concepts are blind
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Compare Before the Exam  (continued)
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KANT ↔ HEGEL

KANT HEGEL

Reason and its limits Reason wrongly seeks the unconditioned beyond
experience and generates metaphysical illusion

Every stage generates its own contradiction; negation is
not destruction but movement

Reality and thought Objects as experienced conform to the conditions of
cognition; things-in-themselves are thinkable but not
knowable

The universal is concrete when it lives in particulars;
reality is intelligible, not chaotic

The whole Knowledge arises from the synthesis of intuitions and
concepts

Truth is the whole; each part gains meaning in relation to
the whole

Method Aesthetic → Analytic → Dialectic: a critique of the faculties Immediate position → negation → sublation (Aufhebung) →
richer unity

History and spirit God, freedom and immortality are postulates of practical
reason

The Absolute unfolds through history, nature and spirit;
reason is realised in institutions

HUSSERL ↔ DESCARTES

HUSSERL DESCARTES

Starting point Begins with radical suspension and seeks certainty Begins with radical doubt and seeks certainty

What the method
does

Uses epoché not to deny the world but to study
consciousness methodically

Moves to substance dualism and the cogito as a thinking
substance

Object of enquiry How things appear to consciousness — phenomena Knowledge of real substances — God, mind and matter

Character of method Descriptive and phenomenological Metaphysical and deductive

The self reached Transcendental subjectivity — the conditions of possibility
of experience

A thinking self affirmed as a substance separate from body

“Hume awoke me from my dogmatic slumber.” — Kant

C O M P A R E ,  T H E N  E V A L U A T E  —  U P S C  R E W A R D S  T H E  S E C O N D  H A L F
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5-Minute Recall
W E S T E R N  P H I L O S O P H Y
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PLATO

Hierarchy of Ideas? → Form of the Good? → Cave: five stages? → Divided Line: eikāsia, pistis, dianoia, noesis? →
Visible vs intelligible realm? → Why is philosophy transformation and not information?

ARISTOTLE

Four causes? → Bronze statue example? → What is it made of / what is it / who made it / for what end? →
Comparison with Sāṅkhya satkāryavāda? → Which causes survive in modern science? → Why is explanation
teleological?

HUME

Why is rational psychology impossible? → Bundle of perceptions? → Constant conjunction, not necessary
connection? → Problem of induction: the circularity? → Attack on the teleological argument? → What did Kant say
Hume did to him?

KANT

Transcendental Aesthetic: space and time? → Transcendental Analytic: synthesis, categories, Copernican
Revolution? → Phenomena and noumena? → Transcendental Dialectic: paralogisms, antinomies, ideal of pure
reason? → Why does the ontological proof fail? → Three postulates of practical reason?

HEGEL

Concrete idealism — why 'concrete'? → Truth is the whole? → Dialectical movement: position, negation, Aufhebung,
richer unity? → The three triads? → 'The real is rational' — what it does NOT mean? → Why does Hegel matter for
Marx?

HUSSERL

Aim — 'to the things themselves'? → Why anti-psychologism? → Epoché and bracketing? → Phenomenological
reduction? → Eidetic insight and essences? → Primordial / transcendental consciousness? → Two merits and two
drawbacks? → Husserl vs Descartes in one line?

C O V E R  T H E  P A G E   ·   S P E A K  T H E  C H A I N  A L O U D   ·   T H E N  W R I T E  I T



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   S E C T I O N  B

S E C T I O N  B

Indian Philosophy
P A P E R  I   ·   H I S T O R Y  A N D  P R O B L E M S  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y

P L A T E S  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

01 Valid Sources of Knowledge in Indian Philosophy 13
Pramāṇas • Who Accepts Which • Svataḥ vs Parataḥ Prāmāṇyavāda ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

02 Nyāya Conception of Inference 14
Anumāna • Vyāpti • Pañcāvayava • Hetvābhāsa ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

03 Theory of Error in Indian Philosophy 15
Khyātivāda • Nyāya • Prābhākara • Kumārila • Śaṅkara • Buddhism ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

04 Vaiśeṣika Philosophy of Padārtha 16
Bhāva and Abhāva • Six Positive Categories • Nine Dravyas • Four Absences ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

05 Yoga Philosophy 17
Citta • Kleśas • Citta-vṛttis • Aṣṭāṅga Yoga • Īśvara • Integral Yoga C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

06 Śaṅkarācārya vs Rāmānujācārya vs Madhvācārya 18
Advaita • Viśiṣṭādvaita • Dvaita — Brahman, Jīva, Jagat, Māyā, Mokṣa ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

07 Sri Aurobindo: Involution and Evolution 19
Supermind • Mind • Matter • Divine Life • Difference from Advaita Vedānta C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

T H E  T H R E A D  O F  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Pramāṇa asks how we know. Khyātivāda asks how we go wrong. Vaiśeṣika asks what categories reality falls
into. Yoga asks how the mind is to be disciplined. Vedānta asks what finally is. Aurobindo asks what

consciousness is becoming.
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07 Valid Sources of Knowledge in Indian Philosophy ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y

08 Nyāya Conception of Inference ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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09 Theory of Error in Indian Philosophy ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n

V i k a s h  S i r   |   P h i l o s o p h y  O p t i o n a l   |   T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A 15



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y

10 Vaiśeṣika Philosophy of Padārtha ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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11 Yoga Philosophy C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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12 Śaṅkarācārya vs Rāmānujācārya vs Madhvācārya ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I   ·   I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y

13 Sri Aurobindo: Involution and Evolution C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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Compare Before the Exam
I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y
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SVATAḤ ↔ PARATAḤ PRĀMĀṆYAVĀDA

MĪMĀṂSĀ (Intrinsic) NYĀYA (Extrinsic)

When is validity
known?

By itself, at the very moment of the cognition's rise By a later verification of the cognition

What certifies it? Cognition reveals both the object and its own validity Successful activity and correspondence certify it

Status of error Error is known later, when sublated by another cognition Both validity and invalidity are known through external
conditions

Core position Validity intrinsic, invalidity extrinsic; trust unless defeated Validity externally established; examination and causal
conditions matter

FIVE THEORIES OF ERROR AT A GLANCE (Rope–Snake, Shell–Silver)

SCHOOL KHYĀTIVĀDA CORE IDEA IN ONE LINE

Nyāya Anyathākhyātivāda A real object experienced elsewhere is misapprehended as
present here

Prābhākara
Mīmāṃsā

Akhyāti Perceived and remembered elements are both real; their
difference is not grasped

Kumārila Bhaṭṭa Viparīta-khyātivāda A positive wrong cognition — one thing is positively taken
as another

Śaṅkara / Advaita Anirvacanīya-khyātivāda The illusory object is neither real nor unreal; adhyāsa due
to avidyā

Buddhism Ātmakhyātivāda Nothing external — internal cognition appears as an
external object
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Compare Before the Exam  (continued)
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ŚAṄKARA ↔ RĀMĀNUJA ↔ MADHVA | PĀTAÑJALA YOGA ↔ INTEGRAL YOGA

FIRST SECOND THIRD

Vedānta in one word Śaṅkara = Identity Rāmānuja = Qualified Unity Madhva = Difference

Reality One reality (jagat mithyā) Qualified reality (world is Brahman's
body)

Divided reality (pañca-vidha-bheda)

Liberation Through jñāna — identity of ātman
and Brahman

Through bhakti, prapatti and divine
grace

Through devotion to Viṣṇu; difference
remains in mokṣa

Yoga: Aim Pātañjala — kaivalya, isolation of
puruṣa

Integral — supramental
transformation, divine life on earth

Yoga: Orientation Ascetic-psychological; stilling of
citta-vṛttis

Evolutionary and world-affirming;
integrates life rather than rejecting it

VAIŚEṢIKA PADĀRTHA AT A GLANCE

BHĀVA — WHAT EXISTS ABHĀVA — WHAT IS ABSENT

The categories Dravya, Guṇa, Karma, Sāmānya, Viśeṣa, Samavāya Prāgabhāva, Pradhvaṃsābhāva, Atyantābhāva,
Anyonyābhāva

The nine substances Pṛthvī, Āpaḥ, Tejas, Vāyu, Ākāśa, Kāla, Diś, Ātman, Manas —

Worked example Samavāya — the inseparable relation binding substance
and quality

Prāgabhāva — a pot does not exist before it is created

Worked example Viśeṣa — the ultimate differentiator of eternal substances
(atoms, self)

Anyonyābhāva — cloth is not a pot; pot is not cloth

Why it matters Pluralistic realism; clarifies atomism (paramāṇuvāda),
universals and inherence

Together they classify reality into what exists (sattā) and
what is absent (asattā)

Learn the Sanskrit terms — in Indian Philosophy they are the answer, not the decoration.

C O M P A R E ,  T H E N  E V A L U A T E  —  U P S C  R E W A R D S  T H E  S E C O N D  H A L F
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5-Minute Recall
I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y
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PRAMĀṆA

Six pramāṇas? → Who accepts how many — Cārvāka, Buddhism, Vaiśeṣika, Sāṅkhya-Yoga, Nyāya, Prābhākara, Bhāṭṭa,
Advaita? → Arthāpatti example? → Anupalabdhi example? → Svataḥ vs parataḥ prāmāṇyavāda?

NYĀYA INFERENCE

Pakṣa, sādhya, hetu, vyāpti, pakṣadharmatā? → Svārtha vs parārtha? → Five members of the syllogism? → Five marks
of a good hetu? → Anvaya, vyatireka, upādhi? → Five hetvābhāsas with examples?

THEORY OF ERROR

Rope–snake and shell–silver? → Anyathā, akhyāti, viparīta, anirvacanīya, ātmakhyāti — who holds which? → What is
the status of the illusory object in each? → What is the source of error in each?

VAIŚEṢIKA

Padārtha — meaning? → Bhāva: the six positive categories? → The nine dravyas? → Abhāva: four absences with one
example each? → Viśeṣa and samavāya — why are they needed? → Sattā and asattā together?

YOGA

Yogaḥ citta-vṛtti-nirodhaḥ? → Citta: buddhi, ahaṃkāra, manas? → Five kleśas? → Five citta-vṛttis? → Aṣṭāṅga: which
three form saṃyama? → Īśvara as puruṣa-viśeṣa? → How does Yoga differ from strict Sāṅkhya?

VEDĀNTA

Brahman / Īśvara? → Jīva? → Jagat? → Māyā and avidyā? → God–world relation in each school? → Mokṣa and its
means? → The three famous formulae?

AUROBINDO

Involution: Sachchidānanda → Supermind → Overmind → Mind → Life → Matter? → Evolution: Matter → Divine Life?
→ Role of Supermind, Mind, Matter? → Five points of difference from Advaita Vedānta?

C O V E R  T H E  P A G E   ·   S P E A K  T H E  C H A I N  A L O U D   ·   T H E N  W R I T E  I T
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PAPER II
SOCIO-POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY & PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION

S E C T I O N  A Socio-Political Philosophy

S E C T I O N  B Philosophy of Religion

S E E  •  R E C A L L  •  C O N N E C T  •  W R I T E

23



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I I   ·   S E C T I O N  A

S E C T I O N  A

Socio-Political Philosophy
P A P E R  I I   ·   S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  &  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  R E L I G I O N

P L A T E S  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

01 Rawls: Justice as Fairness 25
Original Position • Veil of Ignorance • Two Principles • Sen • Macpherson ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

02 Sovereignty 26
Meaning • Bodin • Austin • Laski • Kautilya C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

03 Forms of Government & Democracy 27
Forms • Narrow and Wide Democracy • Models • Paradox and Challenges ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

04 Marx: Dialectical Materialism, Freedom, Alienation & Revolution 28
Historical Materialism • Freedom • Four Alienations • Class Struggle • Revolution ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

05 Crime, Punishment & Capital Punishment 29
Theories of Punishment • Thinkers • Capital Punishment: For and Against ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

T H E  T H R E A D  O F  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Justice asks how goods should be shared. Sovereignty asks who finally decides. Forms of government ask how
power is organised. Marx asks who owns the conditions of life. Punishment asks what the state may do to a

person.
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14 Rawls: Justice as Fairness ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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15 Sovereignty C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I I   ·   S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y

16 Forms of Government & Democracy ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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17 Marx: Dialectical Materialism, Freedom, Alienation & Revolution★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I I   ·   S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y

18 Crime, Punishment & Capital Punishment ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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Compare Before the Exam
S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y
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RAWLS ↔ AMARTYA SEN ↔ MACPHERSON

RAWLS AMARTYA SEN MACPHERSON

Core focus Just institutions and ideal principles Comparative justice; reduction of
actual injustice

Critique of possessive individualism
and market-centred liberalism

Equality Fairness through principles;
protection of the least advantaged

Capability equality — what people are
actually able to be and do

Real human development over mere
market possession

Method Original position and veil of ignorance Public reasoning, capabilities,
real-world comparison

Historical and critical analysis of
liberal-democratic capitalism

Freedom Equal basic liberties plus fair
opportunity

Freedom as capability Development of human capacities,
not market choice

Criticism of Rawls — Too transcendental and
institution-focused; justice must
compare actual lives

Remains within liberal capitalism;
does not overcome possessive
individualism

SOVEREIGNTY: BODIN ↔ AUSTIN ↔ LASKI ↔ KAUTILYA

THINKER NATURE OF SOVEREIGNTY LIMITATION / CRITIQUE

Bodin Absolute, perpetual, indivisible — but limited by divine and
natural law

Too absolute; underestimates social forces and moral
constraints

Austin Legal / command-based — determinate human superior,
sanction, obedience

Unrealistic in modern democracies; ignores constitutional
and plural institutions

Laski Pluralist and limited — the state is one association among
many

May weaken the authority needed for effective governance
in crises

Kautilya Practical statecraft — rajadharma, artha, welfare; saptāṅga
and maṇḍala

Justifies a strong state and realpolitik; the ethical ideal
depends on a wise ruler

THEORIES OF PUNISHMENT | DEMOCRACY: NARROW ↔ WIDE

THEORY / SENSE CORE IDEA THINKER / MARKER

Retributive Punishment because the offender deserves it; moral desert
and proportionality

Kant — “If he has committed murder, he must die”; Hegel
— negation of the negation

Deterrent Punishment aims to prevent future crime by fear; general
and specific

Bentham; Beccaria — “better to prevent crimes than to
punish them”

Preventive Protect society by disabling the offender from repeating
crime

Imprisonment, disqualification, confinement

Reformative Punishment should reform the offender and restore him to
society

Gandhi — “Hate the sin, not the sinner”

Democracy —
narrow

A form of government: periodic elections, majority rule,
political equality

Lincoln; Bryce

Democracy — wide A way of life: liberty, equality, fraternity, deliberation,
social justice

Rousseau; Laski; Macpherson

“Justice as Fairness is the outcome of choice under fair conditions.” — John Rawls

C O M P A R E ,  T H E N  E V A L U A T E  —  U P S C  R E W A R D S  T H E  S E C O N D  H A L F
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5-Minute Recall
S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y
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RAWLS

Original position? → Veil of ignorance — what is hidden? → Two principles and lexical priority? → Difference
principle? → Primary goods? → Sen's criticism? → Macpherson's criticism?

SOVEREIGNTY

Internal and external? → Five key features? → Bodin's absolute sovereignty? → Austin's command theory and its
criticism? → Laski's pluralism? → Kautilya: rajadharma, saptāṅga, maṇḍala?

FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

Monarchy, aristocracy, democracy, dictatorship — feature, merit, demerit? → Parliamentary vs presidential; unitary
vs federal? → Narrow vs wide democracy? → Fabian, Nehruvian and JP models? → Paradox of democracy? →
Solutions?

MARX

Dialectical materialism? → Base and superstructure? → Stages of history? → Freedom as emancipation? → Four types
of alienation? → Capitalism → class consciousness → revolution → classless society? → Why does the state wither
away?

CRIME & PUNISHMENT

Crime = legal wrong + state sanction? → Retributive, deterrent, preventive, reformative, mixed? → Kant, Hegel,
Bentham, Beccaria, Gandhi, Mill, Ambedkar? → Capital punishment: for and against? → 'Rarest of rare'?

C O V E R  T H E  P A G E   ·   S P E A K  T H E  C H A I N  A L O U D   ·   T H E N  W R I T E  I T
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S E C T I O N  B

Philosophy of Religion
P A P E R  I I   ·   S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y  &  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  R E L I G I O N

P L A T E S  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

01 God–World Relation 33
Deism • Theism • Pantheism • Immanence • Transcendence ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

02 Arguments for the Existence of God 34
Ontological • Cosmological • Teleological • Moral • Aquinas' Five Ways • Nyāya Proofs ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

03 Immortality of the Soul 35
Indian & Western Proofs • Critiques • Comparative Insight C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

04 Sources of Religious Knowledge 36
Reason • Revelation • Faith • Mysticism • Counter-Arguments C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

05 Religious Language 37
Cognitive • Non-Cognitive • Analogical • Symbolic • Thinkers ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

T H E  T H R E A D  O F  T H I S  S E C T I O N

First fix what God is, then how God relates to the world, then whether reason can prove God, then what
survives death, then how we come to know, and finally whether religious language means anything at all.
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19 God–World Relation ★  C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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20 Arguments for the Existence of God ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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21 Immortality of the Soul C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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22 Sources of Religious Knowledge C O R E  U P S C  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n
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23 Religious Language ★  H I G H - F R E Q U E N C Y  P Y Q  T H E M E

U P S C  A N S W E R  L E N S    ·    D e f i n e   →   E x p l a i n   →   T h i n k e r  /  A r g u m e n t   →   C r i t i q u e   →   E v a l u a t i o n

V i k a s h  S i r   |   P h i l o s o p h y  O p t i o n a l   |   T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A 37



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I I   ·   C O M P A R I S O N

Compare Before the Exam
P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  R E L I G I O N
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THEISM ↔ DEISM ↔ PANTHEISM

ASPECT DEISM THEISM PANTHEISM

Basic idea God creates the world and then steps
back

God creates and continuously
sustains and governs

God and world are one reality

Intervention No Yes Not distinct; all is divine process

Transcendence /
Immanence

Very high / low High / high Low / very high

Major strength Rational, scientific, avoids
superstition

Explains devotion, morality,
providence, experience

Unity of existence, harmony,
non-dual insight

Main limitation Distant God; weak for religion as lived
experience

Problem of evil; intervention vs laws;
freedom vs foreknowledge

Loses divine personality and freedom;
no creator–creation distinction

ONTOLOGICAL ↔ COSMOLOGICAL ↔ TELEOLOGICAL ↔ MORAL

ONTOLOGICAL COSMOLOGICAL TELEOLOGICAL MORAL

Basis Concept / idea of God Causation, contingency,
motion

Order, design, purpose Moral law, duty,
conscience, highest good

Nature A priori (from concept) A posteriori (from world) A posteriori (from nature) Practical reason (a priori
but postulative)

Key thinker Anselm, Descartes Aquinas, Aristotle, Leibniz William Paley, Aquinas Kant

Main criticism Existence is not a
predicate; Gaunilo; Kant

Who caused God? Infinite
regress; Hume, Kant

Darwin; evil; weak analogy Morality may be
autonomous; secular
ethics; Euthyphro
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Compare Before the Exam  (continued)
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RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE | IMMORTALITY: INDIAN ↔ WESTERN

THINKER / TRADITION POSITION IN ONE LINE TYPE

Aquinas Terms apply to God analogically — neither the same nor
totally different

Cognitive / analogical

Paul Tillich Symbols participate in the reality to which they point Cognitive / symbolic

R. B. Braithwaite Religious assertions express moral intention and a way of
life

Non-cognitive

R. M. Hare Religious language is an unfalsifiable 'blik' giving
orientation

Non-cognitive

A. J. Ayer / Antony
Flew

Verification and falsification challenges to meaningfulness Critique

Basil Mitchell Faith and commitment keep belief meaningful — the
Partisan Parable

Response

Western immortality Plato (simplicity), Descartes (dualism), Kant (moral
postulate)

Proof

Indian immortality Upaniṣads, Nyāya (self inferred), Sāṅkhya-Yoga (puruṣa),
Jainism (jīva)

Proof

Critiques Hume (no permanent self), materialism, logical positivism;
Cārvāka, Buddhist anātman

Critique

“Reason seeks the Ultimate not to replace faith, but to understand reality more deeply.”

C O M P A R E ,  T H E N  E V A L U A T E  —  U P S C  R E W A R D S  T H E  S E C O N D  H A L F



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L P A P E R  I I   ·   R A P I D  R E C A L L

5-Minute Recall
P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  R E L I G I O N
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GOD–WORLD RELATION

Six attributes of God? → Deism, theism, pantheism in one line each? → Immanence–transcendence scale? → One
strength and one limitation of each position?

ARGUMENTS FOR GOD

Ontological: key line and Kant's objection? → Cosmological: regress and 'who caused God'? → Teleological: watch
analogy and the Darwinian challenge? → Moral: Kant and the Euthyphro concern? → Aquinas' Five Ways? → Name
five Nyāya proofs?

IMMORTALITY

Plato, Descartes, Leibniz/Butler, Kant? → Upaniṣads, Nyāya, Sāṅkhya-Yoga, Vedānta, Jainism? → Hume, materialism,
logical positivism, personal identity? → Cārvāka and Buddhist critiques? → Indian vs Western at a glance?

SOURCES OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Reason, revelation, faith, mysticism — meaning, merit, limitation of each? → Six counter-arguments? → Aquinas,
Augustine, Kierkegaard, William James, Radhakrishnan, Ayer, Hume, Kant?

RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE

Cognitive vs non-cognitive? → Aquinas: univocal, equivocal, analogical; attributionis vs proportionalitatis? → Tillich:
sign vs symbol? → Braithwaite, Hare, Ayer, Flew, Mitchell? → Verification and falsification?

C O V E R  T H E  P A G E   ·   S P E A K  T H E  C H A I N  A L O U D   ·   T H E N  W R I T E  I T



T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A    ·    U P S C  P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L E X A M  D A Y

The Final 30-Minute Revision
P H I L O S O P H Y  O P T I O N A L   ·   L A S T  C H E C K L I S T  B E F O R E  T H E  H A L L

Tick as you go. If you have only ten minutes, revise the starred plates alone.

7  M I N U T E S  —  W E S T E R N  P H I L O S O P H Y P A P E R  I

Kant's Philosophy

Hume's Philosophy

Hegel's Philosophy

Husserl's Phenomenology

Plato's Philosophy

Aristotle's Four Causes

Compare: Plato ↔ Aristotle | Hume ↔ Kant | Kant ↔ Hegel

8  M I N U T E S  —  I N D I A N  P H I L O S O P H Y P A P E R  I

Valid Sources of Knowledge (Pramāṇas + validity debate)

Nyāya Conception of Inference

Theory of Error in Indian Philosophy

Vaiśeṣika Padārtha — Bhāva and Abhāva

Śaṅkara vs Rāmānuja vs Madhva

Yoga Philosophy

Sri Aurobindo: Involution and Evolution

7  M I N U T E S  —  S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L  P H I L O S O P H Y P A P E R  I I

Rawls: Justice as Fairness (+ Sen, Macpherson)

Marx: Alienation and Revolution

Crime, Punishment & Capital Punishment

Sovereignty

Forms of Government & Democracy

8  M I N U T E S  —  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  R E L I G I O N P A P E R  I I

Arguments for the Existence of God

Religious Language

God–World Relation

Immortality of the Soul

Sources of Religious Knowledge

Walk in with four things: the thinker, the problem, the criticism, and your evaluation.

S E E  •  R E C A L L  •  C O N N E C T  •  W R I T E
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M Y  D E A R  P H I L O S O P H E R S ,

Recall the thinker.

Identify the philosophical problem.

Structure the argument.

Present the criticism.

Give your evaluation.

Answer exactly what UPSC has asked.

ALL THE BEST!
— Vikash Sir

T H E  I A S  A K A D E M I A

“We are because you are.”

8 5 9 5 2 6 9 4 5 5    ·    t . m e / p h i l o s o p h y _ o p
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