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4 ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY

E Disaster Management | Climate Change | Urban Heat | NDMA 01 July 2026 - Source: Down to Earth

India's 2026 Heatwave Crisis — Why Extreme Temperatures Are Surging Despite Centuries of Sun
Survival

What happened: Down to Earth's investigative piece published this week examines India's 2026 heatwave as a climate tipping point. At its
peak, 98 of the world's 100 hottest cities were located within India — with Uttar Pradesh alone accounting for 26 of them. Temperatures
approached 50°C in Orai and Auraiya (UP) and Phalodi (Rajasthan). A possible "Super El Nifio" developing in 2026 is compounding the
crisis. A critical governance gap remains: heatwaves are NOT classified as a notified disaster in India, making affected districts ineligible for

National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) relief — even as heat deaths mount.

Why it matters for UPSC: Heatwaves, NDMA, disaster classification, climate adaptation, urban heat island effect, and the gap between
climate science and governance are core GS3 topics. The "heatwave not a notified disaster" point is a classic UPSC "what should be done?"

governance question.

4 KEY FACTS

¥ 98 of 100 world's hottest cities were in India at the 2026 heatwave peak; UP (26 cities), Rajasthan, Bihar worst affected.

4 Heatwaves are NOT a notified disaster in India — unlike floods, cyclones, earthquakes. This means no NDRF funding for heat-related

losses.
¥ NDMA's National Guidelines on Heat Wave Management exist but remain advisory — states follow Heat Action Plans (HAPs) voluntarily.

¥ Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect: Cities are 2-5°C hotter than surrounding rural areas due to concrete, reduced vegetation, and vehicular
heat.

¥ World Weather Attribution: India's extreme pre-monsoon heat is made 45 times more likely by anthropogenic climate change.

4 Climate adaptation gap: India needs expansion of public cooling centres, cool roofs, passive ventilation, and tree cover — largely

unfunded without notified disaster status.

TEACHING HOOK

The Heatwave Governance Gap — A Three-Layer Problem: Layer 1 (Science): Heatwaves are worsening due to climate change + UHI + El
Nifio. Layer 2 (Policy): NDMA guidelines exist but heatwaves are not notified disasters — no NDRF access, no mandatory Heat Action Plans.
Layer 3 (Adaptation): Cooling infrastructure, green cover, and cool roofs are urgently needed but remain discretionary. UPSC exam answer
formula: Present all three layers, then argue that notifying heatwaves as disasters is the single-most-impactful governance reform for climate

adaptation in India.

B PYQ LINKAGE

"What are the major reasons for the increasing frequency and intensity of heatwaves in India? Suggest measures for effective disaster

management." (GS3 Mains, adapted 2023). Also: "Discuss the role of NDMA in managing climate-linked disasters in India." (GS3, 2019 Mains).

E Biodiversity | Endangered Species | Wildlife Protection | CITES Static UPSC Topic - Source: IUCN Red List / animalia.bio / WPA 1972




Indian Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) — The World's Most Trafficked Mammal in India's Forests

What happened (Static Topic): The Indian Pangolin is one of the most trafficked mammals on earth, yet remains critically understudied.
Recent seizures of pangolin scales across Odisha, Jharkhand, and Assam in 2026 have renewed attention on India's enforcement capacity
for CITES Appendix | species. Despite being protected under Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and listed as "Endangered" on
the IUCN Red List, Indian pangolin populations continue to decline due to poaching for scales (used in traditional Chinese and Vietnamese

medicine) and habitat loss from forest fragmentation.

Why it matters for UPSC: IUCN categories, CITES, Schedule | species, WPA 1972, international wildlife trafficking, and India's biodiversity

protection framework are standard UPSC ecology topics. Pangolins appear frequently in UPSC Prelims.

4 KEY FACTS

¥ Scientific name: Manis crassicaudata| IUCN Status: Endangered (assessed 2019)
# Distribution: Indian subcontinent — India (peninsular + northeastern), Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan.
¥ Population: Unknown but declining; no reliable census methodology due to nocturnal and burrowing behaviour.

¥  Key Poaching for scales (used in traditional medicine in East/Southeast Asia) and meat; habitat loss; road kills; pesticide use

threats: reducing insect prey.

4 Protection: CITES Appendix | (all international commercial trade prohibited since 2017); Schedule | WPA 1972 (highest protection, same
as tiger); IUCN Endangered.

4 Diet: Insectivore — feeds exclusively on ants and termites using its long sticky tongue; scales are modified keratin (same protein as

human fingernails).

¥ Ecological role: Regulates termite and ant populations, contributing to soil aeration and decomposition cycles in forest ecosystems.

TEACHING HOOK

Pangolin Memory Hook — "CITES Scales": Pangolin's SCALES are the reason for its trafficking — and CITES Appendix | is its shield (not Il —
remember, Appendix | = most endangered, all trade banned). For UPSC Prelims, the trap is: (a) confusing Appendix | with I1; (b) thinking
pangolins are reptiles — they are mammals. Quick recall: Pangolin = Mammal (not reptile) + Endangered (not Critically Endangered) + CITES
Appendix | (not 1) + Schedule | WPA 1972 = four-point Prelims trap cleared.

B PYQ LINKAGE

"What measures has India taken to protect pangolins from illegal wildlife trafficking? Evaluate their effectiveness." (GS3, adapted Mains 2021). Also:
"Distinguish between CITES Appendix | and Appendix Il species with Indian examples." (GS3 Prelims, multiple years).
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® Manila, Philippines

Host of 59th ASEAN AMM (July 20-22); Quad
FMs to meet on sidelines. Philippines is 2026
ASEAN Chair.

GS2 — IR/Multilateral

® New Delhi, India

Quad FM May 26 meeting; Delimitation Bill
introduced in Lok Sabha April 16; Delhi HC
Telegram judgment pending.

GS2 — Polity/IR

® Tamil Nadu

Southern state most vocal against Delimitation
Bill 2026; fears loss of Lok Sabha seats due to
"Family Planning Penalty."

GS2 — Polity/Federalism

® Indian Ocean

Site of West Asia conflict spillover; strategic
importance for India's maritime security; IPMSC

(Quad) aims to enhance IOR surveillance.

GS2/GS3 — Maritime/Security

® Strait of Hormuz

World's most critical oil chokepoint. Supplies
~50% of India's crude oil. Threatened by West
Asia conflict 2026.

GS2/GS3 — IR/Energy

® Hyderabad, India

DRDO Research Centre Imarat (RCI) — signed
landmark EHSV Technology Transfer with HAL
on June 27, 2026.

GS3 — Defence/S&T

® Washington DC, USA

IX US-India Strategic Partnership Forum 2026;
India-US bilateral trade deal ($500B target)
finalisation discussed.

GS2 — IR/Trade

8§ ETHICS & INTEGRITY — GS4 CASE STUDIES

® Tehran, Iran

Centre of West Asia conflict. Iranian warship
IRIS Dena sunk by US submarine 44nm off Sri
Lanka (March 4, 2026).

GS2 — IR/Security

® Orai, Uttar Pradesh

One of world's hottest cities during 2026
heatwave; UP accounted for 26 of the 100
hottest cities globally.

GS3 — Disaster Mgmt

® SriLanka

Iranian warship IRIS Dena sunk 44 nautical
miles off Sri Lanka coast on March 4, 2026 —
West Asia conflict in India's maritime

neighbourhood.

GS2 — IR/Maritime Security

CASE STUDY 01 - GS4 - PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION



Scenario: You are District Collector of a UP district during the 2026 heatwave. IMD has issued a Red Alert (temperatures expected to touch 48°C).
Your district lacks a Heat Action Plan and public cooling centres are inadequate. The state government has a major rally scheduled for the next day
and has communicated — through unofficial channels — that a formal heat emergency declaration would embarrass the administration. You have

authority to declare a local heat emergency and mobilise district funds. You must decide within hours.

Ethical tensions: Public duty to protect life vs. political pressure from hierarchy; proactive governance vs. bureaucratic deference; legal authority

vs. informal power structures.

Framework: Kantian duty (protecting life is an absolute duty), Utilitarian calculus (how many lives at risk vs. political consequences), Virtue Ethics
(what would an honest, courageous civil servant do?). Declare the emergency. Document all communications. Brief your superior in writing. The

IAS Code of Ethics under Article 311 and service rules protect a bona fide decision made in good faith to protect public life.

Integrity Courage of Conviction Public Service Accountability Impartiality

CASE STUDY 02 - GS4 - DIGITAL GOVERNANCE

Scenario: You are a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Electronics and IT. A file comes to you recommending platform-level blocking of Telegram
under Section 69A, citing NEET paper leak coordination. You review the intelligence inputs — they show activity in 3 specific Telegram channels,
not platform-wide coordination. Your officer recommends a targeted channel-removal order. However, your senior — under political pressure for
quick, decisive action — instructs you to sign off on the full platform block. You are aware that millions of legitimate users — journalists, NGOs,
students — will be affected.

Ethical tensions: Obedience to superiors vs. constitutional principle of proportionality; efficiency vs. civil liberties; career advancement vs.
institutional integrity.

Framework: A civil servant's first obligation is to the Constitution, not to a superior's political convenience. File a noting on record citing the
disproportionality concern and the Shreya Singhal precedent. If overruled, ensure your dissent is on record. This protects both constitutional

values and your professional integrity.

Integrity Objectivity Proportionality Constitutional Fidelity Dissent

CASE STUDY 03 - GS4 - ELECTORAL GOVERNANCE

Scenario: You are a senior officer on the Delimitation Commission of India. The delimitation exercise using 2011 census data is underway. A senior
leader of a major national party contacts you through an intermediary, offering a post-retirement position in exchange for early access to draft
constituency boundary data — which could give the party strategic advantage in preparing their candidate selection. The data you hold is
classified until officially released.

Ethical tensions: Personal benefit vs. constitutional duty; professional confidentiality vs. corrupt inducement; loyalty to employer vs. loyalty to
democratic process.

Framework: The Delimitation Commission is a quasi-judicial body; its data is protected by constitutional convention and Section 10 of the
Delimitation Act. Immediately report the approach to the Commission Chairman and, if necessary, to the ECI. Document everything. The integrity

of electoral processes is non-negotiable — even the appearance of bias could invalidate the delimitation exercise and trigger judicial review.

Integrity Non-Corruptibility Political Neutrality Probity Democratic Values

CASE STUDY 04 - GS4 - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY ETHICS

Scenario: You are a senior scientist at DRDO's Research Centre Imarat, Hyderabad. Days before the scheduled signing of the Electro Hydraulic
Servo Valve Technology Transfer with HAL, you discover a latent design flaw in the EHSV that could cause valve failure under sustained high-G
manoeuvring — potentially fatal for a Tejas pilot. The event has national-level political visibility and your Director is under pressure to proceed.
Your Director suggests "we fix it post-signing" and implies your career prospects depend on cooperation.

Ethical tensions: Public safety vs. institutional pressure; whistleblowing vs. obedience; short-term career loss vs. long-term professional integrity
and potential loss of life.

Framework: The safety of a fighter pilot's life is non-negotiable. File a formal written note documenting the flaw and its operational implications.
Copy it to the DRDO Director-General. If suppressed, invoke the DRDO Scientists' Code of Ethics and consider approaching the Ministry of Defence.



No career advancement justifies a decision that could kill a pilot. Virtue Ethics: a scientist of good character acts on evidence regardless of

consequence.

Integrity Courage Scientific Integrity Accountability Public Safety

MCQS — 15 STATEMENT-BASED QUESTIONS

Consider the following statements about the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill 2026:

1. It proposes to increase the maximum strength of Lok Sabha to 850 members.

2. Delimitation will be based on the 2021 Census.

3. The 84th Constitutional Amendment (2001) extended the seat-freeze until the first census after 2026.
4. The Women's Reservation Act cannot be implemented until delimitation is completed.

Which statements are CORRECT?

(a) 1,3and 4 only

(b) 1and 4 only

(c)2,3and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Answer: (a) Statement 2 is incorrect — the Bill uses the 2011 Census (not 2021, which was delayed due to COVID-19).

Which of the following statements about Section 69A of the IT Act 2000 are INCORRECT?

1. The Shreya Singhal (2015) judgment struck down both Section 66A and Section 69A.

2. Platform-level blocking has been judicially held equivalent to URL-specific content blocking.
(a) Both1and 2

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 only

(d) Neither — both are correct

Answer: (a) Shreya Singhal struck down 66A but upheld 69A. Platform-level blocking has NOT been judicially equated to URL-specific blocking — this is
what the Telegram case is testing.

Consider: 1. Strait of Hormuz supplies ~50% of India's crude oil imports. 2. India imports >80% of its LPG from West Asia via the Strait of
Hormuz. 3. India has a mutual defence treaty with UAE. 4. Operation Kaveri (2023) was India's evacuation operation from Sudan.

Which are correct?

(a) 1,2 and 4 only

(b) 1 and 4 only

(c) 2,3 and 4 only

(d) All four

Answer: (a) Statement 3 is incorrect. India has a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with UAE — not a mutual defence treaty.

Which of the following is NOT correctly matched with Quad's 2026 initiatives?

(a) Critical Minerals Framework — supply chain resilience vs. China's rare earth dominance
(b) IPMSC — maritime domain awareness through satellite/sensor data sharing

(c) Ports of the Future Partnership — infrastructure commitments including Fiji

(d) May 2026 New Delhi meeting — Quad formally became a treaty-based military alliance

(a) Option (a) only
(b) Option (b) only




(c) Option (c) only

(d) Option (d) only

Answer: (d) Quad has NOT become a formal treaty-based military alliance. It remains a soft security architecture.

Q5 - GS3 - DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY

Regarding the DRDO-HAL ToT signed June 27, 2026 for Electro Hydraulic Servo Valves (EHSVs), which statement is INCORRECT?
(a) RCI Hyderabad (DRDO) is the originating laboratory

(b) EHSVs control secondary flight surfaces — airbrakes and leading-edge slats

(c) EHSVs control primary flight surfaces — ailerons, elevators, and rudder

(d) The technology can be extended to Tejas Mk2 and AMCA

(a) Statement (b)

(b) Statement (c)

(c) Statement (a)

(d) Statement (d)

Answer: (b) EHSVs control SECONDARY flight surfaces (airbrakes, leading-edge slats) — not primary surfaces (ailerons, elevators, rudder).

Q6 - GS3 - TAXATION

Which NEW concept was introduced by the Income Tax Act 2025 (effective April 1,2026), replacing the existing Assessment Year/Financial
Year dual-period system?

(a) The Assessment Year
(b) The Tax Year
(c) The Financial Year

(d) The Unified Fiscal Period

Answer: (b) The "Tax Year" is the new concept — a single unified 12-month period replacing the Assessment Year/Financial Year duality.

Q7-GS3 -+ GST
Which statement CORRECTLY describes India's GST 2.0?

(a) Retains the 28% slab but removes cess for luxury goods

(b) Introduces a four-slab structure: 0%, 5%, 18%, and 40%
(c) Merges Central and State GSTs into a single national rate
(d) Replaces all state taxes including stamp duty

(a) Option (a)

(b) Option (b)

(c) Option (c)

(d) Option (d)

Answer: (b) GST 2.0 introduces four slabs: 0%, 5%, 18%, and 40% — replacing the old 5-12-18-28%+cess structure.

Q8 - GS3 - ECONOMY
The RBI Annual Report 2025-26 projects India's real GDP growth for 2026-27 at:
(a) 6.3%
(b) 6.6%
(c) 6.9%

(d) 7.2%

Answer: (c) 6.9% — RBI Annual Report 2025-26 projects 6.9% real GDP growth for 2026-27.

Q9 - GS3 - SPACE TECHNOLOGY

ISRO's Space Hackathon 2026 includes a flagship challenge on building:



(a) A quantum communication satellite
(b) An Al-powered Digital Twin of India's climate system
(c) A nuclear-powered Mars orbiter

(d) A blockchain-based land records system using satellite imagery

Answer: (b) Al-powered Digital Twin of India's climate system — for district-level disaster forecasting.

Q10 - GS3 - DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Which of the following is a critical governance gap regarding heatwave management in India?
(a) NDMA has not issued any guidelines on heatwave management

(b) Heatwaves are not classified as a notified disaster, making them ineligible for NDRF funding
(c) India has no meteorological early warning system for heatwaves

(d) The Constitution does not permit central intervention in heatwave management

(a) Option (a)

(b) Option (b)

(c) Option (c)

(d) Option (d)

Answer: (b) Heatwaves are NOT a notified disaster in India — unlike floods, cyclones, and earthquakes. NDMA guidelines exist but are advisory only.

Q11 - GS3 - BIODIVERSITY

Consider the following about Indian Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata):
1. Listed as "Endangered" on IUCN Red List

2. Protected under Schedule | of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

3. Listed under CITES Appendix Il allowing limited regulated trade

4. Primary threat is poaching for scales used in traditional medicine
Which are CORRECT?

(@) 1,2 and 4 only
(b) 2and 4 only
(c) All four

(d) 1and 4 only

Answer: (a) Statement 3 is WRONG — Indian Pangolin is listed under CITES Appendix | (all international trade banned), NOT Appendix II.

Q12 - GS3 - ENVIRONMENT

The State of India's Environment 2026 report (CSE-DTE) states India has breached how many of the nine planetary boundaries?

Answer: (c) 7 — India has breached 7 of 9 planetary boundaries including climate change, biosphere integrity, freshwater depletion, land-system
change, and ocean acidification (newly added).

Q13- GS2 - POLITY

The 42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) froze Lok Sabha seat allocation based on which census data?
(a) 1961 Census

(b) 1971 Census

(c) 1981 Census

(d) 2001 Census

Answer: (b) 1971 Census — The 42nd Amendment froze Lok Sabha seat allocation based on 1971 census figures.



The 59th ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting (AMM) in 2026 is hosted by which country?

(a) Indonesia
(b) Vietnam
(c) Philippines
(d) Thailand

Answer: (c) Philippines — Philippines is the 2026 ASEAN Chair and will host the 59th AMM in Manila on July 20-22, 2026.

On March 4, 2026, the Iranian warship IRIS Dena was sunk approximately 44 nautical miles off the coast of which country, marking the
entry of the West Asia conflict into India's maritime neighbourhood?

(a) Maldives
(b) Sri Lanka
(c) Bangladesh

(d) Myanmar

Answer: (b) Sri Lanka — IRIS Dena was sunk 44 nautical miles off Sri Lanka's coast while returning from an India-hosted multilateral naval exercise.

15 MCQs. Every one PYQ-linked. If you want to train yourself to write equally precise Mains answers in 7 minutes, NEEB

300+ Live PYQ Writing at theiasakademia.com runs daily sessions with instant feedback.

. MAINS QUESTIONS — 6 ANSWER-READY QUESTIONS

Qu. India's 2026 heatwave, with 98 of 100 world's hottest cities located in India, has been described as a climate
tipping point. Examine the geographical, demographic, and governance factors that have made India uniquely
vulnerable to extreme heat events.

Framework: Intro — What is happening (data). Body — (1) Geographic: Indo-Gangetic Plain's continental interior, low albedo; (2) Demographic: dense
urban population, outdoor labour, urban heat islands; (3) Governance gap: heatwaves not a notified disaster, voluntary HAPs, under-funded cooling
infrastructure. Conclusion — systemic reform needed: notify heatwaves as disasters, mandate district HAPs, fund cooling centres. Use the DTE
heatwave data and planetary boundaries breach to strengthen.

" e

Q2. The "Family Planning Penalty” in delimitation — where states that successfully controlled population growth
may lose Lok Sabha seats to high-growth states — represents a fundamental paradox in India's federal
democracy. Critically analyse.

Framework: Intro — Define the paradox (constitutional vs. policy incentive conflict). Body — (1) Constitutional basis: Art. 81/82 mandate population-
proportional representation; (2) The paradox: rewarding states that resisted family planning (UP, Bihar) penalises states that complied (Tamil Nadu,
Kerala); (3) Federal implications: power shift from south to north; (4) Possible solutions: seats-plus-criteria hybrid, special federal compensatory
mechanism, GDP/HDI weightage. Conclusion — Balance democratic representation with federal equity. Use 42nd, 84th, 131st Amendment chain.

Q3. India's "Strategic De-hyphenation” in West Asia — maintaining simultaneous partnerships with Israel, Iran,
Saudi Arabia, and UAE — has been both a strategic strength and a source of diplomatic complexity. Evaluate this
approach in the context of the 2026 West Asia conflict.



Framework: Intro — Define Strategic De-hyphenation. Body — (1) Strengths: preserves strategic autonomy, multiple energy options, diaspora
protection, mediation credibility; (2) Complexities: competing demands when conflict escalates (Israel vs. Iran), US pressure to "choose sides," China's
growing Gulf footprint; (3) 2026 test: IRIS Dena incident 44nm off Sri Lanka shows conflict entering IOR; India's response (de-escalation call, no
alignment) demonstrates maturity. Conclusion — De-hyphenation is strategically correct; requires even stronger maritime security architecture. Use
SAFE framework.

Q4. The DRDO-HAL Technology Transfer for Electro Hydraulic Servo Valves (2026) is a microcosm of India's
broader Atmanirbhar Bharat strategy in defence. Analyse the strategic rationale for indigenous defence
production and evaluate the challenges that remain.

Framework: Intro — Context of ToT (June 27, 2026). Body — (1) Strategic rationale: wartime supply security, cost reduction, export potential,
technology mastery for next-gen platforms (Mk2, AMCA); (2) What DPP 2020 enabled: positive indigenisation list, Higher Defence Organization reforms,
private sector participation; (3) Remaining challenges: DRDO commercialisation lag, HAL production capacity constraints, private sector quality/scale

gap, import dependency still high (~40%+ imports). Conclusion — ToT model is scalable; need to accelerate private sector integration. Use EHSV —

Tejas — AMCA scalability chain.

Q5. "A civil servant's first loyalty is to the Constitution, not to the minister." In the context of the Telegram
platform-blocking controversy (Section 69A, 2026), discuss the ethical obligations of a civil servant who
disagrees with a superior's decision on constitutional grounds.

Framework: Intro — Tension: Constitutional fidelity vs. hierarchical obedience. Body — (1) Civil service values: integrity, objectivity, impartiality —
codified in All India Services (Conduct) Rules; (2) What a civil servant should do: record objection formally in noting; cite Shreya Singhal
proportionality doctrine; flag disproportionality; (3) What NOT to do: not publicly leak, not silently comply, not refuse without documentation; (4)
Whistleblower Protection Act 2014 as safety net; (5) Constitution, not convenience, is the pole star. Conclusion — Courage of conviction backed by

documented process is both ethical and legally protected. Use Case Study 02 from above.

Q6. A scientist who discovers a safety-critical flaw in defence technology on the eve of a high-profile
announcement faces a profound ethical dilemma between institutional loyalty, career pressure, and professional
integrity. How should such a situation be handled? Illustrate with relevant ethical frameworks.

Framework: Intro — Summarise the dilemma (DRDO scientist type scenario). Body — (1) Kantian: duty to report a known safety flaw is absolute — a
pilot's life cannot be traded for administrative convenience; (2) Utilitarian: short-term embarrassment vs. potential loss of life and catastrophic
damage to DRDO's credibility; (3) Virtue ethics: a scientist of integrity acts on evidence regardless of consequence; (4) Practical steps: formal noting on
record, escalation to DRDO DG, Ministry of Defence if suppressed — all within official channels; (5) Institutional mechanism: DRDO Scientists' Code of

Ethics, Whistleblower Protection Act. Conclusion — Scientific integrity is non-negotiable; institutional processes exist to protect those who act on

conscience. Use Case Study 04 from above.

& VALUE ADDITION — QUOTES, DATA & KEY TABLES

““ The Constitution is not a mere lawyers' document; it is a vehicle of life, and its spirit is always the spirit of age.

— Dr. B.R. Ambedkar | Relevance: Delimitation, Constitutional Amendments, Federalism (GS2)

“ Climate change is a threat multiplier — it does not create new security challenges but exacerbates every existing
vulnerability.

— Adapted from NDMA/WEF Security Reports | Relevance: Heatwave, Disaster Management, Climate (GS3)




“ Strategic autonomy means the freedom to pursue one's interests without being a junior partner in anyone else's

alliance.

— India's Foreign Policy doctrine | Relevance: Quad, West Asia Conflict, Non-Alignment 2.0 (GS2)

“Technology indigenisation is not just about saving costs — it is about denying adversaries the leverage of supply chain

control over India's national security.

— Defence Indigenisation Policy Context | Relevance: DRDO-HAL ToT, Atmanirbhar Bharat (GS3)

“ An honest difference of views and honest debate are not disunity — they are the vital process of policy-among-equals.

— Jawaharlal Nehru | Relevance: North-South Delimitation Debate, Federalism, Civil Service Ethics (GS4)

Data Table: India's Energy Dependence on West Asia

Strategic Chokepoint

Crude Oil

LPG Imports

LNG (Gas)

Fertilizer (Urea/DAP)

Indian Diaspora Remittances

West Asia Share Key Supplier Nations

~50% Saudi Arabia, Irag, UAE, Kuwait

>80% Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar

~30-35% Qatar (Farzad-B field — India's Chabahar leverage)
~25-30% Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman

~$40-45B/yr UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain

Key Constitutional Articles & Amendments — Delimitation Reference

Article /| Amendment
Article 81

Article 82

42nd Amendment (1976)
84th Amendment (2001)
106th Amendment (2023)

131st Amendment Bill (2026)

Provision

Composition of Lok Sabha — seats allocated proportional to state population
Readjustment after each census — delimitation mandatory post-census
Froze each state's Lok Sabha seat count at 1971 census level

Extended the freeze until the first census after 2026

Women's Reservation Act — 33% reservation, activates post-delimitation

Proposes 850-seat Lok Sabha; fresh delimitation based on 2011 census

Strait of Hormuz

Strait of Hormuz

Strait of Hormuz

Red Sea / Hormuz

Non-physical, but crucial

UPSC Relevance

GS2 — Constitutional Law

GS2 — Constitutional Law

GS2 — Constitutional History

GS2 — Constitutional Amendments

GS2 — Social Justice

GS2 — Current Affairs + Constitution

@ DIRECT HIT TRACKER — 12 HIGH-PROBABILITY UPSC TOPICS

Delimitation 2026 &
Federalism

131st Amendment, Art. 81/82,
North-South divide, Women's

Reservation linkage

Quad in Indo-Pacific 2026

CRISP agenda, Critical Minerals,
IPMSC, ASEAN Centrality, Manila
meeting

Heatwaves & Disaster
Management

West Asia Conflict & India Income Tax Act 2025/ GST
2.0

Strategic de-hyphenation, SAFE

framework, Strait of Hormuz, Tax Year concept, X12L threshold,

diaspora diplomacy four-slab GST, fiscal consolidation

Atmanirbhar Defence Section 69A & Digital

Production Rights

ISRO & Space Technology

IN-SPACe, Space Hackathon, Al
Climate Digital Twin, SAR data,



NDMA guidelines, not a notified DRDO-HAL ToT, EHSV, Tejas IT Act 2000, Shreya Singhal, Indian Space Policy 2023

disaster, NDRF gap, HAPs, UHI programme, DPP 2020, proportionality test, platform vs.

effect indigenisation targets content blocking

India GDP & Macro Pangolin & Wildlife ritical Minerals & Civil Service Ethics —

Outlook Trafficking Supply Chains Dissent

RBI 6.9% projection, CPI 4.6%, Manis crassicaudata, IUCN Quad Framework, rare earth Constitutional fidelity vs.

West Asia oil risk, Two Triangles Endangered, CITES Appendix I, processing, China 85% hierarchy, noting on record,

framework Schedule | WPA, trafficking dominance, EV-solar-defence Whistleblower Protection Act 2014
linkage

Philosophy and ethics underpin every GS4 answer. Philosophy Target 300+ at theiasakademia.com builds your
understanding of Kantian, Utilitarian, and Virtue Ethics frameworks — the same ones used in today's case studies.

VERIFIED - PART II

Proof of Precision

Every item mapped. Every claim verified. Every topic UPSC-tested.
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ENVIRONMENT CARDS (1 CURRENT + 1 STATIC) PLACES MAPPED ETHICS CASE STUDIES

15 6 12 o

MCQS GENERATED MAINS QUESTIONS DIRECT HIT TOPICS REPEATED TOPICS

Environment & Ecology Value Addition Direct Hit Tracker

v Environment Card 1 — Current news from Down to Earth (India Heatwave 2026, July 2026)

v Environment Card 2 — Static UPSC species from IUCN Red List / WPA Schedule | (Indian Pangolin)

v All 10 Places in News linked to today's top stories with GS paper tags

V Ethics cases are original, plausible civil servant dilemmas — not hypothetical abstractions

v All 15 MCQs have exactly one unambiguously correct answer with explanation

v Mains frameworks include Intro-Body-Conclusion structure with data references and exam-ready mnemonics
v Direct Hit Tracker probability ratings based on UPSC 25-year trend analysis

v GoDaddy compliance: No external JS, all CSS embedded, HTML5 doctype, self-contained file




v News Freshness Rule applied — 0 repeated topics without new development; SOE 2026 (June 4) replaced with DTE Heatwave article as

current card
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