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Ethics from Today's Newspaper

@ Ethics Case Examples from Today's News

Case 1: RudraM-II Missile — Scientist's Duty, Dual-Use Technology & National Security Ethics

DRDO scientists developed RudraM-Il — an indigenous anti-radiation missile that can destroy enemy radar systems.

Technology has both defensive and offensive applications.

Is there an ethical obligation on defence scientists when developing weapons of destruction? Does "national security"

justify any scientific development? Dual-use dilemma: military technology vs. civilian applications.

DRDO scientists, Indian government, armed forces, potential adversaries, civilian population, global arms control

bodies.

Integrity - Emotional Intelligence - Public Service Values - Ethical dilemmas in governance - Attitude toward sensitive

technologies

Integrity Public Service Values Emotional Intelligence Moral Dilemma Attitude

How to use in answer writing: In GS4 answers on "ethical dilemmas faced by scientists in government service" — cite
the dual-use dilemma. A DRDO scientist's primary loyalty is national security, but scientific ethics demands awareness
of potential misuse. Use the lens of consequentialism (outcome: national safety) vs. deontology (duty: do no harm).

This is a high-value GS4 case study angle.




Case 2: Below-Normal Monsoon Forecast — State's Duty of Proactive Governance

IMD forecast predicts below-normal monsoon 2026. State governments and the Centre face a duty to proactively

prepare drought contingency plans, activate MGNREGS, and protect food security — before the crisis hits.

Is reactive governance (acting only after drought) ethically inferior to anticipatory governance? What is a civil servant's

duty when expert forecasts warn of impending harm to millions of farmers?

Farmers, IMD, State governments, Ministry of Agriculture, RBI, rural poor, children dependent on Mid-Day Meal Scheme,

food security system.

Accountability - Compassion - Probity - Leadership - Ethical governance - Emotional Intelligence toward vulnerable
sections

Accountability Compassion Leadership Probity Ethical Governance

How to use in answer writing: Frame this as "anticipatory ethics in governance." Civil servants with access to expert
forecasts have an ethical obligation to act before harm occurs — not after. Cite PM Fasal Bima Yojana, drought manual,
and MGNREGS convergence as examples of ethical institutional response. Ideal for GS4 case study on role of civil
servant in crisis prevention.

Case 3: Sovereign Al — Ethics of Concentrating Technological Power

Reliance's 10 trillion Al investment concentrates India's Al compute infrastructure in a single private conglomerate.
L&T-NVIDIA gigawatt Al factory — again private-led. Who owns India's digital future?

Does concentration of critical Al infrastructure in private hands pose a democratic and ethical risk? Tension between

speed of private investment vs. equitable public access to Al benefits.

Reliance, NVIDIA, L&T, MeitY, Al startups, Indian citizens (digital rights), marginalised communities (digital divide),

competition regulators.

Ethical governance - Accountability - Integrity - Public service values - Attitude toward equity

Ethical Governance Accountability Equity Public Service Values

How to use in answer writing: For GS4 questions on "ethics of technology governance" — cite the sovereign Al
concentration risk. Just as the state has obligations on natural monopolies (water, electricity), Al infrastructure may

warrant similar oversight. Connect to INDIAai Mission's mandate to democratise Al access for startups and MSMEs.




Case 4: Tribal Karmayogi Abhiyan — Authenticity of Participation in Governance Reform

National Conclave on Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan aims to shape Tribal Village Vision 2030. But are tribal communities

genuinely consulted, or is this top-down planning dressed as participation?

The ethics of participatory governance: Is involving tribal communities only in implementation (not design) of policies

ethical? Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) principle from UNDRIP vs. India's administrative reality.

Tribal communities, MoTA, district administration, ITDA officials, NGOs, Parliament (for Fifth Schedule oversight).

Integrity - Compassion - Leadership - Ethical governance - Public service values - Accountability

Compassion Integrity Leadership Accountability

How to use in answer writing: GS4 case study framing — "A senior IAS officer is implementing Tribal Village Vision
2030 in a district. Tribal elders object that their traditional governance systems are being bypassed. What should the
officer do?" Apply PESA 1996, UNDRIP FPIC principle, and Gandhian trusteeship to construct your answer.

# Prelims MCQs — 15 Original Questions

EASY

The PESA Act, 1996 extends Panchayati Raj provisions to which areas?
(a) All tribal districts in India

(b) Sixth Schedule autonomous district councils

(c) Fifth Schedule (Scheduled) Areas v/

(d) All North-Eastern states

PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act 1996 extends modified Panchayati Raj to Fifth Schedule (Scheduled)
Areas, recognising tribal self-governance. Sixth Schedule areas have their own autonomous district councils. PESA is not

applicable to North-Eastern tribal areas covered under the Sixth Schedule.

Source: MoTA / Constitution of India PYQ: UPSC 2018 Prelims



MODERATE

RudraM-Il, successfully tested in June 2026, is best described as:
(a) Ballistic missile with nuclear capability

(b) Surface-to-air interceptor missile

(c) Air-to-surface anti-radiation missile v

(d) Anti-tank guided missile (ATGM)

RudraM-Il is an indigenous air-to-surface anti-radiation missile developed by DRDO (RCI, Hyderabad). It homes in on enemy
radar emissions to destroy air defence systems. It was tested from a Su-30MKI over the Bay of Bengal on June 2, 2026.
Speed: Mach 5.5, Range: ~300 km, Warhead: 200 kg.

Source: DRDO / Business Standard PYQ: UPSC 2021 Prelims

MODERATE

The 12U2 grouping comprises which four countries?
(a) India, Indonesia, UK, USA

(b) India, Iran, UAE, USA

(c) India, Israel, USA, UAE v

(d) India, Irag, UK, UAE

12U2 (also called West Asian Quad) was launched in 2021, comprising India, Israel, USA, and UAE. It focuses on investments
in six areas: water, energy, transportation, space, health, and food security. Its name derives from the initials: | (India), |
(Israel), U (USA), U (UAE).

Source: MEA PYQ: UPSC 2024 Prelims



MODERATE

India's southwest monsoon normally arrives over Kerala by which date?
(a) May 15

(b) May 25

(c)June1v

(d) June 10

The normal onset of the southwest monsoon over Kerala is June 1 (+7 days standard deviation). In 2026, IMD predicted
onset around June 4 — slightly delayed. The southwest monsoon covers India in approximately 6-8 weeks after onset,

reaching northwest India by July. It accounts for ~70% of India's annual rainfall.

Source: IMD / PIB PYQ: UPSC 2022 Prelims

HARD

Consider the following statements about India Al Mission:

1. It was launched in 2024 with a budget of 10,372 crore.

2. Itisimplemented by MeitY (Ministry of Electronics & IT).

3. Its primary objective is to provide GPU compute access only to government agencies.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2 only v/

(c) 2and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. India Al Mission was launched in March 2024 with a budget of 10,372 crore for 5 years,
implemented through MeitY and NASSCOM. Statement 3 is incorrect — the mission aims to democratise Al access for

startups, researchers, and educational institutions, not just government agencies.

Source: MeitY / PIB 2024 PYQ: UPSC 2024 Prelims



HARD

Which constitutional schedule governs the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and
Mizoram?

(a) Fifth Schedule

(b) Sixth Schedule v/

(c) Ninth Schedule

(d) Tenth Schedule

The Sixth Schedule (Articles 244(2) and 275(1)) provides for Autonomous District Councils in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Mizoram. The Fifth Schedule covers tribal areas in other states (like Jharkhand, Odisha, MP, AP). PESA 1996 applies to

Fifth Schedule areas only. The Sixth Schedule areas have their own legislative and judicial powers.

Source: Constitution of India PYQ: UPSC 2020 Prelims

MODERATE

The Research Centre Imarat (RCI), which developed RudraM-Il, is located in which city?
(a) Bengaluru

(b) Pune

(c) Hyderabad v/

(d) Chennai

Research Centre Imarat (RCI) is located in Hyderabad, Telangana. It is the DRDO laboratory specialising in missile guidance,
navigation, and control systems. RCI developed guidance systems for Agni, Prithvi, BrahMos (navigation only), and RudraM
series. Other major DRDO labs: DRDL (Hyderabad), ARDE (Pune), GTRE (Bengaluru).

Source: DRDO / The Week PYQ: UPSC Map/Sci-Tech based



MODERATE

India's forest cover as a percentage of total geographical area, as per FSI Report 2023, is approximately:
(a) 16.5%

(b) 18.8%

(c) 21.71% v

(d) 25.3%

As per the Forest Survey of India (FSI) State of Forest Report 2023, India's total forest and tree cover is 21.71% of the
geographical area (~827,357 sq km). India's National Forest Policy 1988 targets 33% forest cover. The FSl is under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).

Source: FSI Report 2023 / MoEFCC PYQ: UPSC 2022 Prelims

EASY

International Yoga Day is observed on which date every year?
(a) June 5

(b) June 15

(c)June21 v

(d) July 11

International Yoga Day (IDY) is observed on June 21 each year since 2015. It was proposed by PM Narendra Modi at the
UNGA in September 2014, and the UN adopted the resolution on December 11, 2014 — with a record 177 co-sponsors. June

21is also the summer solstice (longest day) in the Northern Hemisphere.

Source: Ministry of Ayush / UN PYQ: UPSC 2016 Prelims



HARD

An "anti-radiation missile" primarily works by:
(a) Emitting radiation to destroy enemy electronics

(b) Using infrared sensors to track heat signatures of aircraft

(c) Homing in on radio-frequency emissions from enemy radar systems v/

(d) Deploying EMP (Electromagnetic Pulse) to disable enemy communications

Anti-radiation missiles (ARMs) use passive homing seekers that detect and track electromagnetic (radio-frequency)
emissions from enemy radar systems. Once the radar is identified, the missile homes in and destroys it, suppressing enemy

air defences (SEAD missions). RudraM-Il uses a broad-spectrum passive RF homing seeker + INS + GPS hybrid guidance.

Source: DRDO / indiatvnews.com PYQ: UPSC Sci-Tech 2021

MODERATE

A below-normal monsoon in India is defined by IMD as seasonal rainfall being what percentage of the Long
Period Average (LPA)?

(a) Less than 70% of LPA

(b) 70-89% of LPA

(c) 90-96% of LPA v

(d) 96-104% of LPA

IMD classifies monsoon rainfall as: Above Normal (>104% of LPA), Normal (96-104%), Below Normal (90-96%), Deficient
(70-90%), and Large Deficient (<70%). The Long Period Average (LPA) for the country as a whole is 87 cm (1961-2010 base

period). The 2026 forecast falls in the Below Normal category.

Source: IMD / PIB PYQ: UPSC 2019 Prelims



MODERATE

Which of the following correctly describes India's Ministry of Ayush?
(a) Constitutional body established under Article 47

(b) Statutory body under the Ayush Medical Council Act

(c) Government ministry established in 2014 (previously a department) v/

(d) Autonomous body under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Ministry of Ayush was established in November 2014 as a full Ministry (carved out of the Department of AYUSH under
MoHFW). It covers Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa (added later), and Homeopathy. It is a
government ministry, not a statutory or constitutional body.

Source: PIB / Ministry of Ayush PYQ: UPSC 2018 Prelims

HARD

Consider the following about India's MRFA (Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft) programme:

1. It aims to replace India's ageing MiG-21 fleet.

2. India already operates 36 Rafale jets under a government-to-government deal with France.
3. MRFAis an indigenous aircraft being developed by HAL.

Which are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2 only v/

(c) 2and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. MRFA is aimed at replacing ageing MiG-21s (~114 aircraft requirement) and India operates
36 Rafale jets from the 2016 deal. Statement 3 is incorrect — MRFA is NOT an indigenous aircraft; it is a foreign fighter
aircraft competition (Rafale, F/A-18, F-21, Gripen, Eurofighter). HAL is separately developing Tejas Mk2.

Source: Defense News / The Print PYQ: UPSC 2022 Defence-related



MODERATE

India holds what percentage of the world's wild tiger population?
(a) 45%

(b) 60%

(c) Over 75% v/

(d) 90%

As per the All-India Tiger Estimation 2022 (released 2023), India's tiger population is 3,682 — representing over 75% of the
world's wild tiger population. India has 55+ tiger reserves. Project Tiger was launched in 1973. India celebrated 50 years of
Project Tiger in 2023. PM Modi released the census data at Mysuru.

Source: NTCA / Project Tiger 2022 Census PYQ: UPSC 2023 Prelims

MODERATE

Which ministry oversees the India Meteorological Department (IMD)?
(a) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare

(b) Ministry of Science & Technology

(c) Ministry of Earth Sciences v

(d) NITI Aayog

IMD (India Meteorological Department) functions under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). MoES also oversees the
National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS), and the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT). IMD was established in 1875.

Source: IMD / MoES PYQ: UPSC 2019 Prelims

4 Mains Questions — 6 Questions Today



"India’s successful test of RudraM-II signals a qualitative leap in its indigenous SEAD

capability. Analyse its strategic significance and the ethical dimensions of autonomous
weapons development.” (250 words)

SYLLABUS TOPIC
GS3 - Science & Technology - Defence R&D - Security challenges
INTRODUCTION

The successful flight trial of RudraM-II (June 2026) marks India's entry into the elite club of nations possessing

indigenous anti-radiation missile capability. Beyond technological achievement, it reflects a strategic shift toward

achieving Suppression of Enemy Air Defences (SEAD) — a capability gap that previously limited India's combat options.
BODY POINTS

e Strategic significance: SEAD capability neutralises enemy air defences before strike missions; crucial in modern air
warfare (Ukraine-Russia, Israel-Gaza lessons)

¢ Technical achievement: Mach 5.5 speed, 300 km range, hybrid INS+GPS+passive RF guidance — comparable to
Western HARM missiles

¢ Aatmanirbhar dividend: 100% indigenous; RCl Hyderabad + 5 DRDO labs; potential for exports (defence exports
target: 50,000 crore by 2029)

¢ Strategic deterrence: Signals to adversaries that India can degrade their air defence networks; Pakistan's Chinese-
supplied air defence radars now vulnerable

¢ Ethical dimensions: Dual-use technology; autonomous guidance raises questions about accountability in conflict;

need for India to ratify international autonomous weapons frameworks
CONCLUSION

RudraM-Il is not merely a weapons test — it is a proof of concept for India's defence technological maturity. The next

imperative is governance: ensuring ethical deployment protocols match the pace of technological development.

SEAD Anti-Radiation Missile DRDO Aatmanirbhar Defence Electronic Warfare Defence Exports

A below-normal monsoon is not just a weather event — it is a governance stress test for

India’s agriculture and food security architecture.” Discuss. (150 words)

BODY POINTS

e ~55% of India's agriculture is rainfed; below-normal monsoon directly reduces kharif yields (rice, soybean,
groundnut, cotton)

e Impact cascade: Reduced agricultural income — rural distress — reduced demand — GDP slowdown — food
inflation — RBI rate dilemma

¢ Governance tools: PM Fasal Bima Yojana (crop insurance), MGNREGS activation, state drought manuals, PDS buffer
stock release, MSP procurement

e [MD's MME forecasting: 6-week advance warning allows proactive policy action — anticipatory governance principle

¢ Climate dimension: El Nifio years increasingly distort monsoon patterns — structural vulnerability requires long-term
adaptation (micro-irrigation, drought-resistant seeds)

PM Fasal Bima Yojana MGNREGS Food Security m m



"India-France relations have evolved from a Cold War partnership into a 21st century

strategic alliance. Critically assess.” (150 words)

BODY POINTS
¢ India-France: Strategic Partnership since 1998 — one of India's oldest strategic partnerships

¢ Defence: Rafale deal (2016, 36 jets); MRFA RFP signals deeper aviation partnership; submarine technology
cooperation (Scorpéne)

¢ Nuclear: France recognised India's civilian nuclear cooperation even before NSG waiver (2008)
e Space: ISRO-CNES cooperation; Gaganyaan astronaut training in France
e 2047 Roadmap: France-India Horizon 2047 bilateral roadmap covering defence, space, digital, climate

e Critique: Trade deficit; France's EU arms export controls limit tech transfer; competing interests in Indo-Pacific

(France's overseas territories)

India-France Strategic Partnership @ Horizon 2047 Strategic Autonomy

E "Sovereign Al is India’s next frontier of strategic competition. Is India prepared?” Critically

examine India's Al readiness in light of recent developments. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION
The announcements of Reliance's 210 trillion Al investment and the L&T-NVIDIA gigawatt Al factory signal that India's Al
compute ambitions are being realised at scale. However, sovereign Al readiness is not merely about compute — it
encompasses data governance, talent, regulation, and equitable access.

BODY POINTS

¢ Compute infrastructure: Gigawatt Al factory + Reliance investment closes the compute gap — India Al Mission

(10,372 crore) provides public compute access for startups

¢ Data governance gap: India's Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023 is partial; no comprehensive Al governance

framework yet (EU Al Act comparison)

¢ Talent: India produces ~1.5 million STEM graduates/year but Al-specialised PhDs remain scarce; brain drain to
USA/UK

¢ Equity concern: Al benefits concentrating in Reliance, L&T ecosystem — INDIAai must ensure startups, MSMEs, and

state governments get equitable access

¢ National security: Chinese Al companies (DeepSeek, Baidu) pose intelligence risks — sovereign Al reduces
dependence on foreign models for critical applications

CONCLUSION

India's Al ambition is real — but readiness requires governance to keep pace with investment. A National Al Regulatory
Authority, open data commons, and mandatory INDIAai access for public services would complete India's sovereign Al

architecture.

Sovereign Al India Al Mission Digital Data Protection Act @ EU Al Act NVIDIA



"PESA 1996 promised tribal self-governance but 30 years later the implementation gaps are

glaring.” Critically examine and suggest reforms. (150 words)

BODY POINTS

e PESA 1996: Extends Panchayati Raj to Fifth Schedule areas; recognises Gram Sabha supremacy; protects customary
law

¢ Implementation gap: Most states haven't enacted conforming legislation; district administration often bypasses
Gram Sabha; mining leases granted over tribal objections

e Forest Rights Act 2006: Meant to complement PESA but implementation deficits persist (titles rejected, evictions)
e Positive developments: SC/ST sub-plan, PM JANMAN 2023, EMRS schools, Van Dhan Vikas Kendras — convergence
improving

¢ Reforms needed: Mandatory state PESA rules, Gram Sabha veto power on natural resource decisions, dedicated PESA
courts, capacity-building of tribal panchayat members

PESA 1996 Fifth Schedule Gram Sabha Forest Rights Act 2006 PM JANMAN Tribal Self-Governance

A DRDO scientist discovers that a missile guidance system being developed for India's
military could, with minor modifications, be used for offensive autonomous targeting

without human oversight. What ethical obligations does the scientist have? Discuss with
reference to GS4 values. (150 words)

ETHICAL FRAMEWORK

e Duty to disclose: The scientist has a professional and ethical obligation to flag dual-use risks to supervisors and the
appropriate oversight body (DRDO ethics board / Ministry)

e Deontological ethics: Scientists bear moral responsibility for foreseeable misuse of their inventions — "responsibility
cannot be outsourced to the state"

e Consequentialist lens: Autonomous targeting without human oversight risks civilian casualties — violating
international humanitarian law (IHL/Geneva Conventions)

e AlIS analogy: Like a civil servant, a defence scientist must uphold institutional integrity even against pressure —
"courage of conviction"

¢ Way forward: Advocate for human-in-the-loop (HITL) protocols, internal review processes, and alignment with India's
positions on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) at the UN

Dual-Use Dilemma Autonomous Weapons LAWS Courage of Conviction International Humanitarian Law

! Answer Writing Value Addition

A Quote Bank — 3 June 2026

"The monsoon is India's real finance minister." — K.C. Sivaramakrishnan — Use in Economy/Agriculture answers on

monsoon-GDP nexus

"Science knows no country, because knowledge belongs to humanity." — Louis Pasteur — Use in defence science /

dual-use technology ethics answers



"The forest is the poor man's bank." — Wangari Maathai — Use in tribal rights / Forest Rights Act answers

"Yoga is India's greatest gift to the world — not technology, not territory, but a technology of inner

transformation." — Sadhguru (paraphrase) — Use in soft power / cultural diplomacy answers

"In the age of Al, sovereignty is not just about borders — it is about algorithms." — Contemporary policy framing

— Use in Sovereign Al / digital governance Mains answers

A Key Data Points — 3 June 2026

Topic Data Point Source

RudraM-II Mach 5.5 speed - 300 km range - 200 kg warhead - Su-30MKI platform DRDO/Business
Standard

India Tiger 3,682 (Census 2022) - 75%+ of world's wild tigers - 55+ tiger reserves NTCA 2022

Population

India Al Mission 310,372 crore - 5 years - Launched March 2024 - MeitY PIB 2024

India Forest Cover 21.71% of geographical area - FSI 2023 - Target: 33% (National Forest MoEFCC/FSI 2023

Policy 1988)
India Monsoon LPA 87 cm/season - Below normal: 90-96% of LPA - IMD forecast 2026: IMD/PIB

Below normal

India Defence 321,083 crore (FY24) - Target: 50,000 crore by 2029 Ministry of Defence
Exports

International Yoga June 21 - Since 2015 - Proposed at UNGA 2014 - 177 co-sponsors UN / Ministry of Ayush
Day

ST Population India ~8.6% of total population - Census 2011 - 705+ Scheduled Tribes MoTA/Census 2011

# Articles, Committees & Reports Referenced Today

Reference Relevance Today

PESA Act, 1996 Tribal self-governance; Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan context

Fifth Schedule (Article 244) Constitutional basis for ITDA and tribal area governance

Sixth Schedule (Articles 244(2), 275(1)) NE tribal autonomous councils — differentiated from PESA areas
Forest Rights Act, 2006 Complementary to PESA,; tribal land and livelihood rights
National Forest Policy, 1988 33% forest cover target; forest-based livelihoods

Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 Sovereign Al governance gap; data rights in Al era

PM Fasal Bima Yojana Crop insurance response to below-normal monsoon

DRDO IGMDP Legacy — Post-2014 Missile Programme RudraM-II as continuation of indigenous missile ecosystem

India Al Mission (2024) Policy framework for sovereign compute; INDIAai portal



Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) — UN Ethical dimensions of autonomous weapons; RudraM-Il ethics
GGE case
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ACADEMIC EVIDENCE - THEIAS AKADEMIA

The Akademia
Proof of Precision

This is not a claim. It is a record. Every number below is drawn from a systematic audit of ANTIM 2026
classroom teaching and how it directly mapped to UPSC questions — question by question, topic by

topic.

[

UPSC questions came
from a single document

6

UPSC questions came
from a single class

48

Total UPSC questions directly

from classroom teaching

Defence & Security Science & Technology Space Government Schemes Environment

Geography Economy

WHAT THIS EVIDENCE DEMONSTRATES

Disciplined source tracking: Every item traced daily to PIB, MEA, DRDO, CSE — not editorial opinion or
aggregator summaries

Syllabus mapping: Each news item anchored to GS Paper 1-4 before entering the document —
relevance is pre-filtered, not post-rationalised

PYQ-based prediction: 2011-2025 question patterns reverse-engineered to identify which current events
become UPSC questions

Conceptual teaching: Students learn why something matters for UPSC, not just that it happened — the
"Akademia Teaching Hook" converts news into concepts




Daily two-edition integration: No UPSC-grade story escapes — morning and evening editions together

cover the complete news cycle

Classroom teachability: Every topic is backed by a teaching hook, a PYQ comparison, and a probable
question — instantly deployable in lectures

ANTIM ASSURED 100+ is nol a compilation.

It is a question-conversion system —

converting daily news into UPSC-ready knowledge."




