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c TOP HEADLINES 12 ITEMS

a gs2 Supreme Court holds that conversion to Islam does not automatically carry a
person's pre-conversion backward-class status into a new, Muslim-specific
reservation category, dismissing Tamil Nadu's appeal on 15 October 2026 (full card
below).

e gs2 Election Commission moves 13 States and 3 Union Territories from the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls into the routine Annual Summary
Revision cycle, reference date 1 January 2027 (full card below).

e gs2 Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal says the first tranche of the India-US trade
agreement is finalised and now undergoing legal drafting and final review (full card
below).

° Gs2 The Hindu examines India's campaign for a non-permanent UN Security
Council seat for 2028-29 against OIC-backed rival Tajikistan, ahead of a UNGA vote
expected around June 2027 (full card below).

e Ggs3 Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan commissions INS Samarthak at Karwar —
the Indian Navy's first indigenously built Multi-Purpose Vessel, built by L&T under a
3887-crore Buy (Indian) contract (full card below).

o gs3 Technology Development Board signs a ¥150-crore agreement with
Bengaluru's QNu Labs to scale quantum-safe cybersecurity hardware under the
National Quantum Mission (full card below).

0 gs3 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation climbs to 11.39% in September 2026, a
nearly four-year (49-month) high, led by the sharpest rise in food prices in 16 months
(full card below).

e gs3 Commerce Ministry launches the National Strategic Trade Command Centre
at Vanijya Bhawan to track SCOMET, IEC, Advance Authorisation and EPCG
compliance in real time (full card below).



° Gs3 India's Ramsar Site count rises to 103 with the addition of Chandigarh's
Sukhna Wetland and Uttar Pradesh's Sauj Jheel in Mainpuri (full card in Part Il).

@ gs3 The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol marks ten years since its 2016

adoption, with India's HFC phase-down schedule running to a final 85% cut by 2047
(full card in Part 11).

Gs3 NSO data shows urban unemployment ticked up marginally to close to 5% in
September 2026, even as goods exports and services activity stayed resilient.

@ Gs3 AYUSH Ministry reports an eightfold rise in patent applications from the
traditional-medicine sector, crediting its intellectual-property facilitation push.

Eight substantive institutional stories spanning Polity, IR, Defence, S&T and Economy
make today a genuinely high-density news day — exactly the kind of morning where structured, one-on-one
doubt resolution helps more than self-study alone. That is what ThelAS Akademia's Sahyog Mentorship

programme is built for. Learn more at theiasakademia.com.

9 POLITY & GOVERNANCE 2 CARDS

GS2 Fundamental Rights & Reservation - Article 16(4)

15 October 2026 - Source: Supreme Court of India (order); The Hindu

Supreme Court: Conversion to Islam Does Not Automatically Carry
Backward-Class Status Into the New Faith

Why in News: On 15 October 2026, a Supreme Court Bench of Justices Prashant Kumar
Mishra and Shree Chandrashekhar dismissed Tamil Nadu's appeal against a Madras High
Court ruling and held that a person's pre-conversion caste or backward-class status does
not automatically transfer once they convert to Islam. The Bench was examining a 2024
Tamil Nadu government order that let converts from Backward Classes (BC), Most
Backward Classes (MBC), Denotified Communities or Scheduled Castes be certified as
“Backward Class (Muslim)” across seven notified Muslim groups for reservation purposes.
The Court held that conversion to a non-Hindu social order “does not, by itself, confer



membership of any particular backward caste community,” and that such conversion “severs

the legal foundation” of an entitlement tied to the pre-conversion social order.

Background: Reservation for Backward Classes under Article 16(4) (and the parallel Article
15(4)/342A track) is anchored to an identifiable social group's continuing, verifiable
backwardness, not to an individual's personal economic condition. Tamil Nadu's 2024 order
had tried to extend “Backward Class (Muslim)” status to converts on the premise that the
social disadvantage attached to their original caste persists after conversion; the Madras
High Court struck this down as unconstitutional, holding that conversion changes the
applicable social order for reservation purposes, which Tamil Nadu then appealed. The case
sits beside a long line of religion-and-reservation jurisprudence running back to the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, which originally restricted SC status to Hindus
and was later extended by amendment to Sikhs and Buddhists — but never to converts to
Islam or Christianity.

KEY FACTS

e Bench: Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and Shree Chandrashekhar; verdict delivered 15
October 2026.

» Challenge: Tamil Nadu's appeal against a Madras High Court ruling striking down the State's
2024 government order.

e The 2024 order covered converts from four categories: BC, MBC, Denotified Communities
and Scheduled Castes.

It permitted community certificates placing such converts into one of seven notified
“Backward Class (Muslim)” groups.

« Core holding: conversion to a non-Hindu social order does not, by itself, confer membership
of any backward caste community recognised for reservation.

» The Court held such conversion “severs the legal foundation” of entitlements tied to the pre-
conversion social order under Article 16(4).

» On reconversion to Hinduism: eligibility is not automatically restored either — authorities must
make an independent, fact-specific assessment of whether the original caste identity has
genuinely revived.

o Scheduled Caste status under the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 remains
restricted to Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists — never extended to Muslim/Christian converts;

this verdict applies comparable reasoning to a State's own backward-class list.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

 Significance: reinforces that India's reservation architecture is tied to a group's continuing,
verifiable social backwardness, not to a claimed inherited disadvantage that survives any
change of religious community.

 Criticism: critics argue the ruling can leave genuinely disadvantaged individuals — whose
lived socio-economic condition is unchanged by their choice of faith — without a reservation
route, reviving the unresolved “secular effect of conversion” debate.




o Comparative angle: parallels the SC-reservation bar on converts under the 1950 Presidential
Order, but this case addresses a State's own backward-class list under Article 16(4), a
distinct and more flexible constitutional track.

o Federal angle: tests how far a State can go in defining its own backward-class categories
when that definition cuts across a religious boundary the Centre's SC framework treats as a
hard line.

« Way forward: the judgment leaves room for a State to extend backward-class benefits to
converts only via an individualised, evidence-based finding of continuing backwardness —

never an automatic, conversion-based rule.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK
Remember the two reservation lists as ‘SC is strict, OBC is flexible’: the Scheduled Castes list
(1950 Presidential Order) is religion-locked to Hindus/Sikhs/Buddhists, while a State's

backward-class list under Article 16(4) can in principle recognise a convert group — but only on
individualised proof of continuing backwardness, never an automatic rule, as this verdict

confirms.

] PYQ LINKAGE

Reservation jurisprudence tied to religion and conversion is a recurring GS2 “Fundamental
Rights” theme; revise alongside Indra Sawhney v Union of India (1992, the 50% ceiling and
“creamy layer”) and the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950's religion bar.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)

Q. Consider the following statements:
1. Under the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, Scheduled Caste status is
currently available to Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists.
2. The Supreme Court has held that conversion to Islam automatically transfers a person's

pre-conversion backward-class status to an equivalent Muslim backward-class category.

3. Reservation for Backward Classes under Article 16(4) requires an assessment of the
continuing social and educational backwardness of an identifiable class.

(@1land3only (b)2only (c)1,2and3 (d)2and 3 only

Answer: a. Statement 2 is wrong — the Court explicitly rejected automatic transfer of

backward-class status upon conversion.

# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

“Reservation under Article 16(4) is tied to the continuing social backwardness of an identifiable
class rather than to an individual's claimed inherited disadvantage.” Discuss this principle with

reference to the Supreme Court's 2026 ruling on backward-class status for converts to Islam in
Tamil Nadu. (250 words)



#ReservationLaw #Article16 #ConversionJurisprudence #SupremeCourt #BackwardClasses

GS2 Election Commission - Electoral Rolls & SIR

15-16 October 2026 - Memory Hook — returning topic - Source: Election Commission of India; The Hindu

From SIR to Summary Revision: ECI Moves 13 States and 3 UTs Into
the Routine Roll-Maintenance Cycle

Why in News: The Election Commission of India has begun the Annual (ordinary) Summary
Revision of electoral rolls, with qualifying date 1 January 2027, in the 13 States and 3 Union
Territories where the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise was completed earlier in
2026 — a shift from the intensive, door-to-door SIR phase to the Commission's standard
yearly roll-maintenance cycle for those rolls. The Hindu's 16 October 2026 edition flagged
this transition alongside the Commission's continuing ECINET electoral-management
platform rollout, even as a separate Supreme Court petition on the SIR process itself
continues to be heard for States where SIR is still underway.

Background: Under Article 324 and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, the ECI
conducts an Annual Summary Revision (adding new 18-year-olds, removing the
deceased/shifted, correcting entries) using the preceding 1 January as the qualifying date —
distinct from the more exhaustive Special Intensive Revision (SIR), which rebuilds rolls from
scratch via house-to-house enumeration. The 2026 SIR exercise drew legal challenges,
including from INDIA bloc parties, over enumeration-form documentation requirements and
the risk of wrongful deletion of genuine voters, a dispute that remains pending before the
Supreme Court for the States where SIR is still in progress.

KEY FACTS

e Annual Summary Revision: qualifying date 1 January 2027; governed by the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, framed under the Representation of the People Act, 1950.

o Applies to 13 States and 3 Union Territories where SIR has already been completed in 2026.

» Key distinction: Summary Revision updates an existing roll; SIR rebuilds the roll via fresh
door-to-door enumeration.

o ECINET: the Commission's unified electoral-management IT platform, cited alongside this
transition as part of its broader modernisation push.

o A separate INDIA bloc Supreme Court petition on SIR (filed around 12 October 2026)
continues to be heard for States where SIR itself is still underway.

« As with every Summary Revision, draft rolls are published for public claims and objections
before a final roll is notified.

« Authority: Chief Electoral Officers conduct the exercise under the ECI's direct
superintendence per Article 324(1).



@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

» Significance: illustrates the ECI's two-track roll-maintenance architecture in practice — a

periodic deep-clean (SIR) followed by routine annual upkeep (Summary Revision).

 Criticism: documentation-burden and wrongful-deletion concerns flagged during SIR (and
now before the Supreme Court) could resurface during Summary Revision too, since it still

permits deletions on verification.

e Analytical angle: the staggered rollout — SIR complete in some States, ongoing in others,
Summary Revision beginning only where SIR is done — shows the practical complexity of

maintaining rolls across a federal, multi-election-cycle country.

o Federal angle: roll-revision timing can collide with State election calendars, making SIR-to-
Summary-Revision sequencing politically sensitive in poll-bound States.

o Way forward: commentators want the ECI to publish a clear, uniform national transition
timeline to reduce litigation uncertainty.

MEMORY TECHNIQUE — RETURNING TOPIC

Previously covered:

12-14 October 2026, when the INDIA bloc's Supreme Court petition against the SIR exercise
(Article 324/RP Act 1950) was the lead story.

What's new today:

The Commission has now moved 13 States/3 UTs from the intensive SIR phase into the

routine Annual Summary Revision cycle (qualifying date 1 January 2027) — a procedural

milestone distinct from, and not resolving, the pending litigation elsewhere.
UPSC relevance shift:

Shifts the exam-relevant story from “a legal challenge is pending” to “how India's two-track
roll-revision system actually operates once SIR concludes” — a sharper institutional-process

guestion.

[] PYQ LINKAGE

Electoral roll revision and the ECI's Article 324 powers are a recurring GS2 “Representation of
People Act” theme; revise alongside Lal Babu Hussein v Electoral Registration Officer (1995) on
due process in deletion of names.

@

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The Annual Summary Revision of electoral rolls uses a fixed qualifying date of 1
January.

2. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and the Annual Summary Revision are the same

process conducted at different times of year.



3. The Election Commission conducts roll revision under powers derived from Article 324
of the Constitution.

(@)land3only (b)1,2and3 (c)2and3only (d)1only

Answer: a. Statement 2 is wrong — SIR is a fresh door-to-door enumeration rebuilding
the roll, while Summary Revision only updates an existing roll.

# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

India’'s electoral roll maintenance combines periodic intensive revisions with routine annual
upkeep. Discuss the rationale for this two-track system and the administrative and legal
challenges it has generated in 2026. (150 words)

#ElectionCommission #ElectoralRolls #SIR #Article324 #ECINET

e INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 2 CARDS

GS2 Economic Diplomacy - Bilateral Trade Agreements

15 October 2026 - Source: Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal's statement; Ministry of Commerce

India-US Trade Deal's First Tranche “Finalised”, Says Goyal — Now
in Legal Drafting

Why in News: Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said on 15 October 2026 that
the first tranche of the India-US trade agreement has been finalised and is now undergoing
legal drafting (scrubbing) and final review before signature — the clearest milestone yet in a
negotiation running well over a year. The announcement follows months of incremental
“nearing completion” signals and comes amid continuing uncertainty over the exact
reciprocal tariff rates the US will apply to Indian goods once the tranche is signed.

Background: India-US trade talks intensified after the US imposed steep reciprocal tariffs
on Indian goods in 2025, including an additional tariff tied to India's continued purchase of
Russian crude oil, pushing both sides toward a phased, tranche-based package rather than
a single comprehensive FTA — a format India has also used in parts of its UK negotiations.
The first tranche is understood to focus on market access and tariff concessions in sectors
such as textiles, gems and jewellery, leather, chemicals and auto components, while harder



issues such as agricultural market access (GM crops, dairy) and digital-trade/data-
localisation rules are deferred to a later tranche.

KEY FACTS

e Announcement: 15 October 2026, by Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal.

o Status: “first tranche finalised,” now in legal drafting/scrubbing and final review — not yet
signed.

o Format: a phased, tranche-based trade package rather than a single comprehensive
agreement.

« Trigger for urgency: the 2025 US reciprocal tariffs on Indian exports, including a component
linked to India's Russian crude-oil purchases.

« Deferred, harder issues: agricultural market access (GM crops, dairy) and digital-trade rules
sitin a later tranche.

o Extends India's recent FTA run: UAE CEPA (2022), Australia ECTA (2022), EFTA TEPA
(2024), UK FTA (2025) — with US and Canada tracks both active as of October 2026.

» Tariff clarity — the exact final US tariff schedule on Indian goods — remains the key
unresolved variable even after this “finalisation.”

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS | ANALYSIS
« Significance: the US is India's largest single-country trading partner and top export
destination; even a first-tranche deal materially de-risks tariff-exposed exporters.

» Criticism: “finalised” language has been used at incremental steps for months (terms of
reference, joint statement, signing timelines all previously announced and slipped) — this is a
negotiating milestone, not a signed treaty.

o Comparative angle: the tranche-based approach contrasts with India's single-shot CEPA/FTA
model with the UAE and UK, ring-fencing politically sensitive sectors into a harder, later
phase.

» Strategic angle: comes against India's broader diversification of trade partners (Canada
CEPA, EU BTIA) to avoid over-dependence on any single market's tariff policy.

» Way forward: the actual signature and published tariff schedule — not the “finalised”

announcement — will be the real test of relief for Indian exporters.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Extend India's FTA sequence with a new ‘T’ for tranche: UAE (2022) - Australia (2022) -
EFTA (2024) - UK (2025) - US first Tranche (announced finalised, Oct 2026) - Canada (still
negotiating).

] PYQ LINKAGE

India-US trade relations and tariff disputes are a high-probability GS2/GS3 theme after 2025's
reciprocal-tariff episode; revise alongside the India-UK CETA (2025).




@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)

Q. Consider the following statements regarding India's recent trade negotiations:
1. India and the US have signed a comprehensive single-tranche Free Trade Agreement in
2026.
2. The US imposed an additional tariff on Indian goods in 2025 linked to India's import of

Russian crude oil.

3. As announced in October 2026, India's first US-deal tranche had already completed
legal drafting and been signed.

(@ 2only (b)land3only (c)1,2and3 (d)2and 3 only

Answer: a. Statements 1 and 3 are wrong — the deal is tranche-based, not
comprehensive, and was still undergoing legal drafting, not yet signed.

# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

India's trade negotiations with developed economies increasingly proceed through phased,
tranche-based agreements rather than single comprehensive treaties. Discuss this trend with
reference to the India-US trade talks, weighing its advantages and risks against the
comprehensive FTA model. (250 words)

#IndiaUSTrade #TrancheDeal #TariffDiplomacy #PiyushGoyal #EconomicDiplomacy

GS2 International Organisations - UNSC Reform

Campaign launched July 2026; fresh analysis 16 October 2026 - Source: The Hindu, Ministry of External Affairs

India's 2028-29 UNSC Bid: Can It Beat OIC-Backed Tajikistan to a
Non-Permanent Seat?

Why in News: The Hindu's 16 October 2026 edition examined India's campaign for a non-
permanent UN Security Council seat for the 2028-29 term, weighing its prospects against its
principal rival, OIC-and-Central-Asia-backed Tajikistan, even as India keeps up its decades-
long parallel push for permanent-seat reform. EAM S. Jaishankar formally launched India's
candidature in July 2026 around a six-point “Shanti” (peace) manifesto, with the election
expected around June 2027 at the UN General Assembly.

Background: The UNSC has 15 members — 5 permanent, veto-holding members (China,
France, Russia, UK, US) and 10 non-permanent members elected by the UN General
Assembly for staggered two-year terms, seats allocated by regional group (India contests in
Asia-Pacific). A successful bid needs a two-thirds majority of UN members present and
voting — at least 129 votes in a 193-member Assembly — achieved most comfortably



through a “clean slate” regional consensus rather than a contested race. India has served
eight non-permanent terms, most recently 2021-22, and has previously lost contested races
to Pakistan (1975) and Japan (1996, 142-40), underlining that regional coalition-building, not
diplomatic weight alone, decides outcomes.

KEY FACTS

e UNSC composition: 15 members — 5 permanent (veto-holding) + 10 non-permanent (2-year
terms, no veto).

» Winning threshold: two-thirds majority of members present and voting — at least 129 votes in
a 193-member UNGA.

 India's track record: eight prior non-permanent terms, most recently 2021-22; consensus wins
with 187/191 votes (2010) and 184/192 votes (2020).

o Contested-race losses: to Pakistan in 1975, and to Japan in 1996 (142-40).

» Main rival for 2028-29: Tajikistan, backed by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
and Central Asian blocs.

o Campaign launch: July 2026, led by EAM S. Jaishankar, under a six-point “Shanti”-centred
manifesto.

» Election timing: expected around June 2027, following the conclusion of the 81st UNGA
session.

o Comparable recent contests: Kyrgyzstan defeated the Philippines for an Asia-Pacific seat;
Portugal and Austria defeated Germany in the WEOG group.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

« Significance: a non-permanent seat gives India two years of direct agenda-setting influence
on international peace and security, even without the permanent seat/veto it separately seeks
via reform (e.g., the G4).

 Criticism: running for a non-permanent seat while seeking permanent-seat reform risks being
read as settling for a “consolation prize,” though India frames the two tracks as

complementary.

o Comparative angle: unlike India's uncontested 2010/2020 wins, a contested race against an

OIC-backed candidate revives memories of the 1975 and 1996 defeats.

« Analytical angle: OIC backing for Tajikistan shows how religious/regional blocs can outweigh
bilateral goodwill in UNGA elections — a key reason India invests in Global South outreach

ahead of such votes.

e Way forward: securing a “clean slate” via early, intensive bilateral canvassing remains India's
preferred strategy, as in 2010 and 2020.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember India's UNSC math as ‘15-10-129’: 15 total members, 10 non-permanent seats,

and a minimum of 129 votes (two-thirds of 193) needed to win a UNGA election.




] PYQ LINKAGE

UNSC composition, voting procedure and India's reform push are a recurring GS2 “International
Organisations” theme; revise alongside the G4-versus-Uniting-for-Consensus reform deadlock.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC):
1. A non-permanent member of the UNSC is elected for a two-year term and does not
possess veto power.
2. Election of a non-permanent member requires a simple majority of UN General
Assembly members present and voting.
3. India has previously lost contested elections for a non-permanent UNSC seat.
(@ land3only (b)1l,2and3 (c)2and3only (d)1only

Answer: a. Statement 2 is wrong — the threshold is a two-thirds majority, not a simple

majority.

Z PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

India is simultaneously pursuing a non-permanent UN Security Council seat for 2028-29 and
long-term permanent-seat reform. Examine whether these two tracks of India's UNSC diplomacy
are complementary or contradictory, with reference to its historical record in UNGA elections.
(250 words)

#UNSC #IndiaUNSCBId #UNReform #Jaishankar #G4

campaign — are exactly the kind of fast-moving IR material ANTIM 2027 is designed to track across the full exam

Two live diplomatic tracks — a tranche-based US trade deal and a contested UNSC
cycle, not just the morning it breaks. Learn more at theiasakademia.com.

Q DEFENCE & SECURITY 1 CARD




GS3 Defence Indigenisation - Naval Modernisation

Commissioned 16 October 2026, Karwar (delivered 27 Aug 2026) - Source: PIB; Vice President's Secretariat

INS Samarthak Commissioned: Navy's First Indigenous Multi-
Purpose Vessel Enters Service

Why in News: Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan commissioned INS Samarthak, the
Indian Navy's first indigenously built Multi-Purpose Vessel (MPV), into service at Karwar on
16 October 2026. Built by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) at its Kattupalli shipyard near Chennai
under a ¥887-crore “Buy (Indian)” contract signed in March 2022, Samarthak was launched
in October 2024 and handed over to the Navy on 27 August 2026 after an extended trials
period, with this ceremony formally inducting it into active service.

Background: Multi-Purpose Vessels fill a long-standing Navy requirement for a platform
dedicated to testing and evaluating naval weapons, sensors and systems, maritime
surveillance and offshore patrol, and launching/recovering targets for gunnery and anti-
submarine exercises — tasks earlier spread across general-purpose or borrowed platforms.
The MPV programme reflects the Navy's broader indigenisation push under the “Buy
(Indian)” category of the Defence Acquisition Procedure, which reserves categories of
warship construction for domestic private shipyards alongside the public-sector Mazagon
Dock/GRSE/Cochin Shipyard ecosystem.

KEY FACTS
o Builder: Larsen & Toubro (L&T), Kattupalli shipyard, Tamil Nadu.
o Contract: 887 crore, “Buy (Indian)” category, signed 25 March 2022.

e Launched: 14 October 2024; delivered to Navy: 27 August 2026; commissioned: 16 October
2026, Karwar.

» Specifications: displacement above 3,750 tonnes; length =107 m, beam 18.6 m; top speed 15
knots; over 75% indigenous content by value.

e Roles: weapons/sensor testing and evaluation, maritime surveillance and offshore patrol,
target launch/recovery for gunnery and anti-submarine drills, operating
autonomous/unmanned systems, humanitarian and disaster relief.

o Sister ship: INS Utkarsh, launched January 2025 — Samarthak is the first of two MPVs
ordered under this contract.

o Commissioning venue: INS Kadamba, Karwar — the Navy's main western-seaboard base
built under the long-term Project Seabird expansion.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

» Significance: a dedicated test-and-evaluation platform shortens the development-to-induction
cycle for new indigenous weapons and sensors.

« Criticism: the near 4.5-year gap between contract signing (2022) and commissioning (2026),

with delivery slipping from an original May 2025 target, again illustrates the Navy's recurring



shipbuilding-timeline overruns even on relatively simple “Buy (Indian)” hulls.

« Comparative angle: joins a growing list of indigenous Navy inductions (INS Vikrant, Kalvari-
class submarines) anchoring the “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” narrative in defence production.

» Strategic angle: basing at Karwar (INS Kadamba) strengthens the Western Naval
Command's test, surveillance and logistics reach toward the Arabian Sea.

e Way forward: with Utkarsh still to follow into service, the Navy's MPV fleet is complete only
once both vessels are operational.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK
Remember Samarthak's numbers as ‘887-2022-2026": ¥887 crore contract, signed 2022,
commissioned 2026 — a four-year build-to-induct gap typical of even “simple” indigenous naval

procurement.

] PYQ LINKAGE

Indigenous naval shipbuilding and “Buy (Indian)” procurement categories are a recurring GS3
“defence indigenisation” theme; revise alongside INS Vikrant's indigenous-content story and the

Kalvari-class (Project-75) submarine timeline.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding INS Samarthak:
1. Itis a Multi-Purpose Vessel built indigenously by a private Indian shipyard.
2. It was procured under the “Buy (Global)” category of the Defence Acquisition
Procedure.
3. One of its roles is to launch and recover targets for gunnery and anti-submarine
exercises.
(@ land3only (b)1l,2and3 (c)2and3only (d)1only
Answer: a. Statement 2 is wrong — it was procured under “Buy (Indian),” reserved for

domestic shipyards, not “Buy (Global).”

#Z PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

=

Dedicated test-and-evaluation platforms such as Multi-Purpose Vessels are often overlooked in
discussions of naval modernisation that focus on frontline combatants. Discuss their role in
India's defence-indigenisation ecosystem, with reference to INS Samarthak. (150 words)

#INSSamarthak #Navallndigenisation #Buylndian #MultiPurposeVessel #AatmanirbharBharat



e SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 1 CARD

GS3 Emerging Technologies - National Quantum Mission

16 October 2026 - Source: PIB; Technology Development Board (DST)

TDB Backs QNu Labs With ¥150 Crore to Scale Quantum-Safe
Cybersecurity

Why in News: The Technology Development Board (TDB), under the Department of
Science and Technology, signed an agreement on 16 October 2026 to extend %150 crore in
support to QNu Labs, a Bengaluru-based quantum-technology firm, to scale indigenous
guantum-safe cybersecurity hardware and research under the National Quantum Mission's
push for sovereign quantum capability.

Background: The National Quantum Mission (NQM), Cabinet-approved in April 2023 with
an outlay of ¥6,003 crore over 2023-31, seeds India's quantum-computing, quantum-
communication, quantum-sensing and quantum-materials ecosystem through four Thematic
Hubs hosted at premier institutions. The Technology Development Board, a statutory body
under the Technology Development Board Act, 1995, is one of the Mission's key financing
arms, providing growth-stage funding to companies commercialising deep-tech research —
distinct from DST's own grant-funding of academic research.

KEY FACTS

o Agreement date: 16 October 2026; TDB support: ¥150 crore.

» Recipient: QNu Labs, a Bengaluru-headquartered quantum-cybersecurity company working
on Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) and post-quantum cryptography hardware.

» Parent framework: National Quantum Mission, Cabinet-approved April 2023, outlay ¥6,003
crore (2023-2031).

» TDB's legal basis: a statutory body under the Technology Development Board Act, 1995,
functioning under the Department of Science and Technology.

« Strategic rationale: “quantum-safe” cryptography resists decryption by a future large-scale
guantum computer, which could otherwise break most of today's public-key encryption (RSA,
ECCQC).

 NQM's four Thematic Hubs: quantum computing, quantum communication, quantum sensing
& metrology, and quantum materials & devices.

e Sectoral urgency: financial, defence and critical-infrastructure systems are the most-cited
early adopters of quantum-safe security as global standards bodies finalise post-quantum
cryptography algorithms.



@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

» Significance: signals a move from mission-level funding architecture (2023 Cabinet approval)

to actual commercial-scale capital deployment into a named Indian deep-tech company.

Criticism: India's quantum R&D spend remains a fraction of the US, China and EU's multi-
billion-dollar programmes, raising adequacy questions about the ¥6,003-crore, eight-year
outlay.

« Conceptual angle: “quantum-safe” cryptography is classical maths designed to resist a future
quantum attack — distinct from quantum computing or quantum communication themselves,

a frequently confused distinction.

« Analytical angle: funding a cybersecurity-hardware company (not only an academic hub)
reflects a deliberate NQM strategy to de-risk early commercialisation with direct national-

security applications.

« Way forward: success will be judged by actual deployment in critical sectors (banking,
defence communications), not funding announcements alone.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember the quantum-security distinction: Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) uses quantum
physics to detect eavesdropping; Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC) uses new classical

maths to resist a quantum computer — both sit under “quantum-safe security.”

] PYQ LINKAGE

The National Quantum Mission and its Thematic Hubs are a recurring GS3 “emerging
technologies” theme; revise alongside India's Semiconductor Mission and the broader deep-tech
funding ecosystem (TDB, ANRF).

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the National Quantum Mission (NQM):

1. It was approved by the Union Cabinet with an outlay of over 6,000 crore for 2023-
2031.

2. It is implemented through four Thematic Hubs covering quantum computing,

communication, sensing and materials.

3. The Technology Development Board functions under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology.

(@land2only (b)1,2and3 (c)2and 3only (d)1only

Answer: a. Statement 3 is wrong — TDB functions under the Department of Science and

Technology, not MeitY.

# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION



India’'s National Quantum Mission has moved from policy approval to funding individual deep-
tech companies. Discuss the strategic importance of quantum-safe cybersecurity for critical
infrastructure, and evaluate India's preparedness in this domain. (150 words)

#NationalQuantumMission #QuantumSafeSecurity #TDB #QNulLabs #DeepTech

e ECONOMY 2 CARDS

GS3 Inflation & Price Indices - Monetary-Fiscal Interface

Released 14 October 2026, for September 2026 - Source: Office of the Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce & Industry

Wholesale Inflation Hits a 49-Month High of 11.39%, Led by Food
Prices

Why in News: Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation rose to 11.39% in September 2026 —
its highest reading in nearly four years (49 months) — data released by the Office of the
Economic Adviser on 14 October 2026 showed, driven chiefly by the sharpest rise in food

prices in 16 months, alongside firming fuel and manufactured-product prices.

Background: The WPI measures price changes at the wholesale/producer level across
three major groups — Primary Articles (including food), Fuel & Power, and Manufactured
Products — and is distinct from the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which the RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) formally targets under its flexible inflation-targeting mandate (4% +
2%). A sustained divergence between high WPI and comparatively moderate CPI readings
typically signals that producers are absorbing input-cost pressure rather than fully passing it
through to retail prices — a gap economists watch for its effect on corporate margins and
future retail-inflation pass-through.

KEY FACTS
o September 2026 WPI inflation: 11.39%, up from roughly 9.92% in August 2026.
» Highest WPI reading in approximately 49 months (nearly four years).
e Food prices recorded their sharpest rise in 16 months — the single largest driver.
e Fuel & power and manufactured products also contributed to the overall rise.

e WPI's three major groups: Primary Articles, Fuel & Power, and Manufactured Products — the
last carries the highest weight in the index basket.



e The RBI's MPC targets CPI inflation (4% + 2% band), not WPI, under the flexible inflation-
targeting framework in force since 2016.

» Base year for the current WPI series: 2011-12; released monthly by the Office of the
Economic Adviser, DPIIT.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

« Significance: a near-four-year-high WPI print, if sustained, signals building pipeline price
pressure that could eventually feed into retail (CPI) inflation.

Criticism: economists caution against reading WPI spikes in isolation — food-price WPI
swings are often seasonal/supply-side (perishables, vegetables) rather than durable demand-
pull inflation.

Comparative angle: a widening WPI-CPI “wedge” usually means firms are absorbing costs,
squeezing margins, rather than raising consumer prices — relevant to corporate-sector

profitability analysis.

Policy angle: while the MPC does not directly target WPI, sustained WPI pressure is a
leading indicator the Committee factors into forward-looking CPI projections.

Way forward: analysts will watch whether high food-WPI readings persist through the festive-
season demand surge or ease on a high base effect.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember WPI vs CPI with ‘P for Producer, C for Consumer’: WPI tracks wholesale/producer
prices (Primary, Fuel & Power, Manufactured); CPI tracks retail/consumer prices and is what
the RBI's MPC actually targets.

] PYQ LINKAGE

WPI/CPI inflation dynamics and the RBI's inflation-targeting framework are a recurring GS3
“Indian Economy” theme; revise alongside the 2016 flexible inflation-targeting amendment to the
RBI Act, 1934.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) in India:

1. The RBI's Monetary Policy Committee formally targets WPI inflation under its inflation-

targeting mandate.

2. The WPI basket comprises three major groups: Primary Articles, Fuel & Power, and
Manufactured Products.

3. In September 2026, WPI inflation rose to its highest level in nearly four years.
(@)2and3only (b)1,2and3 (c)land2only (d)1and3only

Answer: a. Statement 1 is wrong — the MPC targets CPI inflation, not WPI.



# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION

A widening gap between wholesale (WPI) and retail (CPI) inflation has distinct implications for
corporate margins, monetary policy and the common consumer. Discuss, with reference to
India's September 2026 inflation data. (150 words)

#WPI #Inflation #RBIMPC #Pricelndices #IndianEconomy

GS3 Trade Policy & Export-Control Architecture

16 October 2026 - Source: News on Air; Department of Commerce

Commerce Ministry Launches National Strategic Trade Command
Centre to Police Export Compliance in Real Time

Why in News: The Union Commerce Minister launched the National Strategic Trade
Command Centre (NSTCC) at Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi, on 16 October 2026 — a
dedicated trade-intelligence and analytics hub under the Department of Commerce and the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) built to monitor India’'s export-control-sensitive
trade flows in real time.

Background: India's export-control regime rests on the Foreign Trade (Development &
Regulation) Act, 1992 and the SCOMET (Special Chemicals, Organisms, Materials,
Equipment and Technologies) list, which restricts and licenses dual-use and strategic-item
exports in line with India's membership of multilateral export-control regimes (the Missile
Technology Control Regime and the Wassenaar Arrangement, among others). As India's
trade volumes and manufacturing base have grown, monitoring Importer-Exporter Code
(IEC), Advance Authorisation, Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) and Certificate of
Origin schemes alongside SCOMET licensing increasingly needed a dedicated, real-time
analytics capability rather than periodic manual audits.

KEY FACTS
e Launched: 16 October 2026, Vanijya Bhawan, New Delhi, by the Union Commerce Minister.

« Nodal body: Department of Commerce, with the Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT).

« Function: real-time trade-intelligence hub tracking IEC usage, Advance Authorisation, EPCG,
Certificates of Origin, and SCOMET export licences.

 Integration: linked to the DGFT portal and the Trade Connect ePlatform, India's trade-
facilitation gateway especially for MSME exporters.

¢ Legal basis: the SCOMET list under the Foreign Trade (Development & Regulation) Act,
1992, aligned with India's commitments under the Wassenaar Arrangement, MTCR and the
Australia Group.



o Context: comes amid India's parallel push to grow exports while tightening compliance
monitoring on dual-use/strategic goods.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS /| ANALYSIS

« Significance: strengthens India's institutional credibility as a responsible exporter of dual-
use/strategic goods, a prerequisite for continued membership benefits in regimes like the
MTCR and Wassenaar Arrangement.

« Criticism: real-time monitoring is only as effective as enforcement follow-through — India's
strategic-trade-control regime has historically faced capacity constraints acting on flagged
transactions.

« Analytical angle: reflects the dual imperative of trade facilitation (faster movement through
Advance Authorisation/EPCG) and trade security (catching SCOMET violations) within one
digital architecture.

o Comparative angle: mirrors similar strategic-trade-control modernisation in other export-
control-regime members, replacing fragmented manual licensing checks with single-window
digital platforms.

« Way forward: the Centre's real value will be tested by its ability to flag and act on actual
compliance breaches, not merely aggregate existing DGFT data.

“ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember India's export-control toolkit as ‘S-W-M-A": SCOMET list, Wassenaar Arrangement,
MTCR, Australia Group — the four pillars the new NSTCC is built to monitor.

] PYQ LINKAGE

India's export-control architecture (SCOMET, MTCR, Wassenaar) is a recurring GS3 theme;
revise alongside India's 2016 MTCR membership and 2017 Wassenaar Arrangement entry.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding India's strategic trade control framework:

1. The SCOMET list is notified under the Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1992.
2. India is a member of the Wassenaar Arrangement and the Missile Technology Control
Regime.
3. The National Strategic Trade Command Centre functions independently of the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade.

(& land2only (b)1,2and3 (c)2and3only (d)1only

Answer: a. Statement 3 is wrong — the NSTCC functions under the Department of
Commerce together with the DGFT, not independently.



# PROBABLE MAINS QUESTION
Trade facilitation and strategic trade control are often seen as competing priorities. Discuss how
India's new institutional architecture seeks to balance both, with reference to the National

Strategic Trade Command Centre. (150 words)

#NSTCC #SCOMET #TradeControl #DGFT #ExportCompliance
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