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PART Il - ENVIRONMENT TO DIRECT HIT TRACKER

a Environment & Ecology

E Environment - NGT - Biodiversity - Trees 9 July 2026 - Source: Down to Earth

NGT Fines BHU X2 Crore for Illegal Felling of 33 Trees Including 7 Sandalwood Trees; Chandlai Lake
Encroachments Directed Removed

What happened: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) imposed a fine of over X2 crore on Banaras Hindu University (BHU) for illegally
felling 33 trees, including 7 sandalwood trees — with the fine imposed by the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board (UPPCB) per an
affidavit before the NGT. In a separate matter, the Rajasthan court came down heavily on the Jaipur Development Authority (JDA) for
failing to protect Chandlai Lake from encroachment and garbage dumping, directing immediate action by the Jaipur Collector and

Municipal Commissioner to remove encroachments.

Why it matters for UPSC: NGT's powers (fine imposition, suo motu action, writ-like jurisdiction), tree protection laws (Forest
Conservation Act, Tree Preservation Orders), and urban waterbody protection are high-frequency GS3 environment + GS2 governance

topics. The BHU sandalwood case adds a species dimension (Santalum album — endangered, Schedule | WPA).

i KEY FACTS

e NGT: National Green Tribunal — established under NGT Act 2010; principal bench in New Delhi.
e NGT jurisdiction: Environmental disputes; can impose fines, order restoration, grant compensation.
e BHU case: 33 trees felled (incl. 7 sandalwood); UPPCB imposed 2+ crore environmental compensation.

e Sandalwood (Santalum album): Listed under Schedule I, Wildlife Protection Act 1972 — highest protection. Also State tree of
Karnataka and Telangana.

e Chandlai Lake: Important wetland near Jaipur; encroachment violates Wetlands (Conservation & Management) Rules 2017 and NGT

directions.

e Environmental Compensation principle: "Polluter Pays" — NGT regularly applies this in tree felling and pollution cases.

® TEACHING HOOK

NGT vs Courts — key distinction: NGT is a specialised quasi-judicial body (not a court) that can award compensation for
environmental damage without proof of harm (applied "precautionary principle"). It cannot try criminal offences but can impose civil
liabilities. For UPSC, always pair: NGT (civil/compensatory) + CrPC + Environmental Acts (criminal). The BHU case used the "Polluter

Pays" principle via UPPCB — not a direct NGT fine.



"Examine the role of the National Green Tribunal in addressing India's environmental challenges.” (UPSC Mains GS3, 2018). Prelims
2021: NGT Act 2010 — which subject list covers environment (Concurrent List, Entry 17A). Prelims 2022: Sandalwood — which state's
state tree and WPA schedule.

m Environment - Species in News - Biodiversity - Wildlife 6 - Source: animalia.bio / IUCN Red List / India Today NE

Mishmi Takin Captured on Camera in North Sikkim — Herd of 8 Recorded in Tingda Reserve Forest
for First Time

What happened: A herd of eight Mishmi Takin (Budorcas taxicolor taxicolor) was filmed in the Bakuchen area of Tingda Reserve Forest,
North Sikkim — the largest group ever recorded from the locality and a confirmed sighting after more than two decades in the state.
Sikkim lies at the western limit of the species' global range. Forest department officials captured the footage during routine patrolling,

signalling the ecological integrity of Sikkim's mountain habitats and the effectiveness of conservation measures.

Why it matters for UPSC: Species-in-news questions are a Prelims perennial. Mishmi Takin (Vulnerable, IUCN), eastern Himalayan
range, Schedule | protection under WPA 1972, and habitat connectivity in the Eastern Himalayas are all examinable. This sighting also

reinforces biodiversity corridor importance and the role of Reserve Forests in species protection.

i KEY FACTS

e Scientific name: Budorcas taxicolor taxicolor (Mishmi Takin — one of four subspecies of Takin).

e |UCN Status: Vulnerable (B. taxicolor overall); Mishmi subspecies population is small and declining.

e WPA 1972 Protection: Schedule | — highest legal protection in India (same as Tiger, Elephant).

e Distribution: Eastern Himalayas — Arunachal Pradesh (Mishmi Hills), Sikkim (westernmost edge), Bhutan, China (Tibet), Myanmar.

e Habitat: Alpine meadows, rhododendron thickets and conifer forests at 2,000-4,500m altitude.

e Physical features: Goat-antelope — stocky body, concave nose, golden-yellow fur; national animal of Bhutan (different sub-species).

e Threats: Habitat loss, hunting, human-wildlife conflict, climate change (glacial retreat).

9 TEACHING HOOK

Takin species 4-part memory: Four subspecies — (1) Mishmi Takin (Arunachal, Sikkim, darkest), (2) Sichuan (Chinese), (3) Bhutan
(golden, national animal), (4) Tibetan. For UPSC, remember: Mishmi = Arunachal Pradesh (Mishmi Hills) + Sikkim = India's only two
habitat states. National animal of Bhutan = Bhutan Takin (not Mishmi). [UCN: Vulnerable. WPA: Schedule I.

B PYQ LINKAGE

"Enumerate the endemic flora and fauna of eastern Himalayas and discuss threats to their conservation." (UPSC Mains GS1/GS3,

conceptual). Prelims 2019: Match species with IUCN categories (Takin-type question). Prelims 2023: Schedule | vs Schedule Il WPA —
which offers stronger protection?

. Places in News 9 LOCATIONS - WORLD MAP



Kulasekharapatnam
(Thoothukudi)

TAMIL NADU, INDIA

ISRO's new spaceport (9.5 sq km, ~X950
crore); SSLV launch complex with direct
southward trajectory advantage for defence
satellite SSO launches.

GS3: Space + Defence convergence; Dual-use

technology

Varanasi (BHU Campus)

UTTAR PRADESH, INDIA

Banaras Hindu University fined 32+ crore by
UPPCB for illegal felling of 33 trees
including 7 sandalwood trees. Central

university established 1916.

GS3: NGT; Environmental law; Polluter Pays

principle

Tianjin

CHINA

Venue of 25th SCO Council of Heads of State
Summit where PM Modi interacted with Xi
Jinping and Putin; India-China thaw
discussed.

GS2: SCO; India-China relations; Multilateral
diplomacy
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North Sikkim (Tingda Reserve
Forest)

SIKKIM, INDIA

Site of Mishmi Takin herd sighting (8
individuals) — significant as Sikkim is the

western edge of species range. Reserve
Forest under Forest Act 1927.

GS3: Species in News; Biodiversity; Eastern

Himalayan ecology

Jaipur (Chandlai Lake)

RAJASTHAN, INDIA

Chandlai Lake being encroached upon —
NGT directs Jaipur Collector and Municipal
Commissioner to act. Urban waterbody

protection under Wetlands Rules 2017.

GS3: Wetlands; Urban environment; NGT

directives

Gangtok

SIKKIM, INDIA

Venue where Justice Surya Kant declared
Sikkim India's first fully paperless judiciary
state during judicial conclave — milestone

in e-Courts Phase Ill implementation.

GS2: e-Governance; Judiciary; Access to justice

. Ethics (GS4) — Case Studies

New Delhi

INDIA

BRICS 2026 Summit venue (Sep 12-13); site
of BRICS FM meeting (May 14-15). India's
capital hosting the 18th BRICS Summit
under "Building for Resilience" theme.

GS2: IR; BRICS chairmanship; Multilateral
diplomacy

Assam (Dhemaji, Lakhimpur,
Dibrugarh)

ASSAM, INDIA

Inter-ministerial Central Team assessed
flood damage Jul 8-11; 22,000+ affected,

1,600+ ha agricultural land inundated.
NDRF/IAF rescue operations ongoing.

GS3: Disaster Management; Flood plains;

Brahmaputra ecology

Tehran

IRAN

Iran conflict context driving crude oil prices
to $110/barrel (Indian basket avg Apr-May
2026), impacting India's Current Account
Deficit and inflation outlook.

GS2/GS3: Energy security; India-Iran relations;

West Asia geopolitics

4 CASES - CIVIL SERVANT DILEMMAS



The Forest Officer's Dilemma: Order vs. Ecological Conscience

Probity - Public Duty - Environmental Ethics

Scenario: You are a Forest Range Officer in a district where a prominent central university is planning to fell 50 trees on its campus for a
new administrative building. The Vice-Chancellor presents an approval from the state Urban Development department, but you notice it
bypasses the Forest Conservation Act and the Tree Preservation Order in force for your district. The university has significant political
influence and the project is described as "nationally important." Your senior District Collector has informally asked you to "facilitate" the

clearance. How do you proceed?

Ethical dimensions: Probity in public office, rule of law vs. institutional pressure, accountability to environmental statutes, personal

courage, and the civil servant's duty to the Constitution over political expediency.

Values in conflict: Obedience to hierarchy vs. adherence to law; institutional loyalty vs. ecological stewardship; short-term career safety vs.

long-term environmental justice.

Framework approach: (1) Check legal validity — if approval bypasses FCA/TPO, it is void ab initio. (2) Write a formal note to District
Collector stating the legal position. (3) Escalate to Chief Conservator of Forests and legal cell. (4) If pressure continues, seek written orders
— ensuring accountability. (5) Do not facilitate an illegal clearance regardless of political pressure. Cite: AIS (Conduct) Rules 1968 — civil

servants must uphold laws and refrain from acting in violation of statutory duties.

The DRDO Scientist's Disclosure: National Security vs. Scientific Transparency

Dual-Use Technology - National Security - Scientific Integrity

Scenario: You are a senior DRDO scientist working on a reconnaissance satellite system to be deployed from the Kulasekharapatnam
spaceport. During testing, you discover a critical vulnerability that could potentially allow adversary nations to intercept your satellite's
feed. You are scheduled to present the system as "deployment-ready" in a high-level review tomorrow — attended by the Defence Minister
and service chiefs. Disclosing the vulnerability will delay the programme by six months and embarrass your department head. What do you

do?

Ethical dimensions: Scientific integrity, national security responsibility, professional courage, transparency upward vs. institutional

loyalty, and the consequences of premature deployment of a compromised system.

Values in conflict: Institutional reputation vs. national security; career risk vs. professional duty; short-term delay vs. long-term strategic

safety.

Framework approach: (1) Disclose the vulnerability to the programme director immediately and in writing before the review — there is no
ethical alternative. (2) Prepare a technical brief on the nature of the flaw and proposed remediation timeline. (3) In the review, provide an
honest assessment; the Defence Ministry must make an informed decision. (4) National security integrity outweighs departmental

embarrassment in all circumstances. GS4 principle: "An honest civil servant is never unprepared — they are prepared with the truth."

The District Collector and the Flood Funds: Accountability Under Pressure

Accountability - C. - Financial Integrity - Disaster Management

Scenario: You are a District Collector in an Assam district severely affected by the 2026 floods. An Inter-Ministerial Central Team has just
visited your district and found significant damage. You have received State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) disbursement for relief — but a
local politician is pressuring you to prioritise relief to villages in his constituency (which received moderate damage) over a remote tribal
block (which has the highest damage but poor road connectivity and no political patronage). The politician implies that your transfer is

"pending his recommendation." What do you do?



Ethical dimensions: Impartiality, compassion-driven allocation, resistance to political pressure, financial accountability, and duty to the

most vulnerable.

Framework approach: (1) Rely on objective damage assessment data (NDRF reports, revenue records, satellite imagery) to guide SDRF
allocation. (2) Prioritise tribal block with highest damage — impartiality demands allocation based on need, not political patronage. (3)
Document all interactions with the politician in writing; use official channels only. (4) If threats persist, inform Chief
Secretary/Commissioner. (5) NDMA 2005 places legal duty of equitable relief on the District Authority. Political pressure is irrelevant to

statutory duty.

The IAS Probationer and the ONOE I rch Brief: Intellectual Honesty in Policy Work

Intellectual Integrity - Policy Ethics - Political Neutrality

Scenario: You are an IAS probationer on a central deputation, assigned to prepare a research brief on "One Nation One Election" for the
JPC examining the 130th Constitution Amendment Bill. After thorough research, your brief concludes that while ONOE has administrative
efficiency benefits, it poses significant federal structure concerns and historical evidence from countries that adopted simultaneous
elections shows mixed results. Your senior Joint Secretary tells you to "soften" the concerns section as the bill has high-level political

support and the JPC might find the concerns "unhelpful." What do you do?

Ethical dimensions: Intellectual honesty, neutrality of civil service advice, political pressure on policy research, professional courage, and

the right of Parliament to unbiased information.

Framework approach: (1) Politely but firmly decline to alter the factual findings of the research brief. (2) Explain that the JPC's
constitutional role requires access to balanced, evidence-based analysis. (3) Offer to present findings in a more structured, solution-
oriented format — but not suppress evidence. (4) If ordered in writing to alter the brief, submit your own dissent note via official channel.

(5) AIS conduct rules: Civil servants must provide "frank, fearless and impartial advice to their political masters."

Prelims MCQS 15 QUESTIONS - STATEMENT-BASED

Q1 - GS2 - POLITY

Consider the following statements regarding the 130th Constitution Amendment Bill (One Nation One Election):
1. The Bill proposes simultaneous elections for Lok Sabha and all State Legislative Assemblies only.

2. The JPC examining the Bill has explored a phased rollout by 2034.

3. The Bill requires ratification by at least 50% of State Legislatures before Presidential assent.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c)1,2and3

(d) 2and 3 only

Answer: (b) 2 only. Statement 1 is incorrect — the Bill also covers Union Territories with legislatures. Statement 3 is incorrect — election-
related amendments may not require state ratification under Article 368(2) proviso, though this is contested. Statement 2 is correct — JPC has

explored phased rollout by 2034.

Q2 - GS2 - POLITY

Which of the following is/are correct regarding the Governor's power under Article 200 of the Indian Constitution?
1. The Governor may return a Bill to the State Legislature with a message for reconsideration.
2. The Constitution specifies a mandatory timeline within which the Governor must act on a Bill.



3. The Supreme Court can prescribe timelines for Governors to act on State Bills.
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(a) Lonly
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 only. Statement 1 is correct — Governor may return a Bill (other than a Money Bill) for reconsideration once. Statement 2 is
incorrect — Article 200 does not specify any timeline (hence the "pocket veto" controversy). Statement 3 is incorrect — SC ruled in 2026

(following Tamil Nadu Bills Presidential Reference) that courts cannot impose timelines on constitutional authorities like President/Governor.

Q3 - GS3 - ECONOMY

With reference to India's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), which of the following statements are correct?
1. The MPC has six members, three of whom are appointed by the Government of India.

2. In case of a tie in the MPC, the RBI Governor has a casting vote.

3. The MPC's primary objective is to maintain price stability while keeping in mind the objective of growth.
4. The MPC meets at least six times every year.

(a)1,2and 3 only

(b) 2,3 and 4 only

(c) 1and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4

Answer: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only. Statement 4 is incorrect — MPC meets at least 4 times a year (bi-monthly, not six times). Statements 1, 2, and 3 are
all correct. Note: RBI Act mandates minimum 4 meetings per year.

Q4 - GS3 - ECONOMY

The Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) in India's monetary policy framework:

1. Allows banks to park excess liquidity with RBI without collateral.

2. Was introduced in 2022 as a replacement for the reverse repo rate as the floor of the interest rate corridor.
3. The SDF rate is always 25 basis points below the repo rate.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a)1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3. All three are correct. SDF was introduced in April 2022 (RBI Annual Policy); it allows banks to park excess liquidity
without providing government securities as collateral (unlike reverse repo, which required collateral); SDF rate is set at 25 bps below repo rate

(forming the floor of the corridor).

Q5 - GS3 - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

With reference to the Kulasekharapatnam (Kulasekarapattinam) Spaceport, consider the following:

1. Itis located in the Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu.

2. Itis designed primarily for launching the GSLV category of rockets.

3. Its geographic location provides an advantage for Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbit launches compared to Sriharikota.
Which is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only



(b) 1 and 3 only
(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only. Statement 1 is correct — Thoothukudi district, Tamil Nadu. Statement 2 is incorrect — Kulasekharapatnam is
designed for SSLV (Small Satellite Launch Vehicle), not GSLV. Statement 3 is correct — its southward location avoids the dog-leg manoeuvre

needed at Sriharikota for SSO launches.

Q6 - GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

India's BRICS 2026 Chairmanship theme is:

(a) Strengthening Multilateralism for Equitable and Sustainable Development
(b) Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability

(c) BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually Accelerated Growth

(d) Unlocking the Power of Inclusive Multilateralism

Answer: (b) Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability. This is India's official BRICS 2026 chairmanship theme,
reflecting its people-centric and humanity-first approach. Option (a) was South Africa's BRICS 2023 theme. Option (c) was the AU/Africa
Summit theme. Option (d) was India's G20 2023 theme.

Q7 - GS3 - ENVIRONMENT

Consider the following about the Mishmi Takin:

1. Its scientific name is Budorcas taxicolor taxicolor.

2. Itis listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.

3. Itis protected under Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
4. Itis the national animal of Bhutan.

Which of the above are correct?

(a)1,2and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c)1,2,3and 4

(d) 1and 3 only

Answer: (a) 1, 2 and 3 only. Statement 4 is incorrect — the national animal of Bhutan is the Takin (Budorcas taxicolor whitei, the Bhutan

subspecies — NOT the Mishmi Takin). Statements 1, 2, and 3 are all correct about the Mishmi Takin.

Q8 - GS3 - ENVIRONMENT

Which of the following best describes the jurisdiction of the National Green Tribunal (NGT)?
1. Civil cases involving substantial environmental questions.

2. Criminal prosecution under environmental laws.

3. Cases relating to enforcement of legal rights relating to the environment.

4. Appeals against orders of environmental regulatory bodies.

Select the correct code:

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1,3 and 4 only
(c)2and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and 4



Answer: (b) 1, 3 and 4 only. NGT handles civil cases, enforcement of environmental rights, and appeals against regulatory body orders. It
does NOT have criminal jurisdiction — criminal prosecution under environment laws (IPC, Environment Protection Act's penal provisions)

goes to regular criminal courts.

Q9 - GS2 - GOVERNANCE

Sikkim's declaration as India's first 'fully paperless judiciary state' is linked to which of the following government initiatives?
(a) Digital India Mission

(b) e-Courts Mission Mode Project, Phase IlI

(c) National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) digitisation drive

(d) Smart Cities Mission (Judicial component)

Answer: (b) e-Courts Mission Mode Project, Phase lll. Sikkim's paperless judiciary achievement is part of the Phase Il e-Courts Mission
Mode Project — an initiative to digitise all court proceedings, case records, and filings across India's judiciary, implemented by the

Department of Justice under the Ministry of Law and Justice.

Q10 - GS3 - DEFENCE

In the context of India's defence procurement policy, 'iDEX' stands for:
(a) India Defence Excellence Initiative

(b) Innovations for Defence Excellence

(c) Integrated Defence Exchange Programme

(d) Indian Defence Exports Scheme

Answer: (b) Innovations for Defence Excellence. iDEX is a platform under the Ministry of Defence launched in 2018 to foster innovation and
technology development for national defence and security by engaging industries including MSMEs, startups, individual innovators, and R&D
institutes.

Q11 - GS3 - DISASTER MANAGEMENT

With reference to disaster relief in India, which of the following are correct?
1. SDRF (State Disaster Response Fund) is constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.
2. The NDRF is managed by the Ministry of Home Affairs through the National Disaster Management Authority.

3. An Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is deployed by the Centre after receiving a State government's memorandum on disaster
damage.
Select the correct answer:

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1,2and3

(d) 1 only

Answer: (c) 1, 2 and 3. All three statements are correct. SDRF: Section 48 of DM Act 2005. NDRF: Controlled by MHA; NDMA is the apex body.
IMCT: Central teams deployed after states submit damage memoranda; IMCT submits an independent damage assessment to the central

government for NDRF release decisions.

Q12 -GS2:- IR

Which of the following statements about BRICS membership as of 2026 are correct?

1. Indonesia became a full BRICS member in 2025 alongside Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and UAE.
2. BRICS now has 11 full members and 10 partner states.

3. India is chairing BRICS for the third time in 2026.

Select the correct code:

(a) 1and 2 only



(b) 2 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only. Statement 3 is incorrect — India is chairing BRICS for the FOURTH time in 2026 (previous: 2012, 2016, 2021).
Statements 1 and 2 are correct regarding membership composition.

Q13 - GS1 - CLIMATE/MONSOON

IMD's forecast of 'below-normal rainfall' in July 2026 means rainfall that is:
(a) Less than 80% of the Long Period Average (LPA)

(b) Between 90-95% of the LPA

(c) Less than 90% of the LPA

(d) Between 80-89% of the LPA

Answer: (d) Between 80-89% of the LPA. IMD defines 'below-normal' rainfall as 80-89% of the LPA (Long Period Average, 1971-2020 base
period). 'Deficient’ is below 80%, 'Normal' is 96-104%, 'Above Normal' is 105-110%, 'Excess' is above 110%.

Q14 - GS3 - ECONOMY

Which of the following DAP 2020 procurement categories reflects the highest preference for indigenous manufacturing?
(a) Buy (Indian — IDDM)

(b) Buy and Make (Indian)

(c) Buy (Indian)

(d) Buy (Global — Make in India)

Answer: (a) Buy (Indian — IDDM). IDDM stands for Indigenously Designed, Developed and Manufactured — the highest preference category
under DAP 2020 as it requires 100% indigenous design and development along with a minimum 50% Indigenous Content. The DAP 2020
preference order: Buy (Indian-IDDM) > Buy (Indian) > Buy & Make (Indian) > Buy & Make > Buy (Global).

Q15 - GS2 - POLITY

Consider the following about Joint Parliamentary Committees (JPCs) in India:

1. A JPC can only be formed for scrutiny of Bills referred to it by Parliament.

2. The membership composition of a JPC is usually 2:1 (Lok Sabha : Rajya Sabha members).
3.A JPC'sreport is binding on the government and must be implemented.

Which is/are correct?

(a) 2 only

(b) 1and 2 only

(c) Lonly

(d) 2and 3 only

Answer: (a) 2 only. Statement 1 is incorrect — JPCs can also be formed to investigate scandals/events (e.g., Bofors JPC, 2G JPC). Statement 2

is correct — usual 2:1 ratio. Statement 3 is incorrect — JPC reports are advisory; the government may or may not accept recommendations.

All 15 MCQs above are structured on the UPSC pattern — statement-based, with common traps cleared in explanations.

NEEB 300+ Live PYQ Writing provides daily Prelims MCQ practice with analytics-driven weak-area identification at theiasakademia.com

a Mains Questions 6 QUESTIONS - GS1-GS4



GS1 - Physical Geography

Q1. "India's monsoon has become increasingly unpredictable, with both deficient and excess rainfall events
intensifying due to climate change.”" Examine the causes and consequences of helow-normal monsoon episodes
for India’s food security, water resources, and economic growth. (250 words)

Framework: Introduction (monsoon significance: 70% of annual rainfall, 50%+ agriculture irrigation) — Causes of below-normal: ENSO
patterns, Indian Ocean Dipole, Arctic amplification, reduced land-sea temperature differential — Consequences: agricultural impact (Kharif
output, food inflation), reservoir depletion (drinking + power generation), GDP impact (agriculture 14% of GDP), rural distress — Mitigation:
crop diversification, micro-irrigation, Jal Shakti Mission, early warning systems — Conclusion: link to SDG-2 (Zero Hunger) and India's climate

adaptation imperative.

GS1 - Human Geography [ Social Issues

Q2. Floods are India's most recurring natural disaster, yet the annual Assam floods reveal persistent governance
and adaptation failures. Discuss the structural causes of Assam's recurring flood vulnerability and suggest an
integrated disaster risk reduction approach. (250 words)

Framework: Scale (Brahmaputra plain = highest flood-prone zone; 40% Assam annually flooded) — Structural causes: Brahmaputra
sedimentation, deforestation in upper catchments (Arunachal, Tibet), embankment policy failures, encroachment on floodplains —
Governance gaps: SDRF allocation delays, inter-state coordination absent, NDMA guidelines not followed at district level — Best practices:
Bangladesh flood management model, Netherlands Room for the River — Integrated approach: watershed management, early warning,
floodplain zoning, community-based DRR under SENDAI Framework 2015-2030 — Policy link: NDMP 2019, NDMA 2005.

GS2 - Polity & Governance

Q3. "One Nation One Election is as much a constitutional challenge as it is an administrative opportunity.”
Critically examine the constitutional, federal, and democratic dimensions of simultaneous elections in India.
(250 words)

Framework: Background (129th Law Commission, 2018; Kovind Panel 2024; 130th Amendment Bill 2025) — Constitutional dimension: Article
83 (LS tenure), 172 (Assembly tenure), 356 (President's Rule), 368 (amendment) — how simultaneous polls require coordinated constitutional
changes — Federal dimension: State's electoral sovereignty, Centre's dominant role in election scheduling, potential for premature
dissolution — Democratic dimension: voter choice, campaign fatigue, regional party visibility — Arguments for: reduced election expenditure,
governance continuity, policy focus — Counter-arguments: federal asymmetry, historical diversity of political cycles — Conclusion: Any

implementation needs federal consensus, not legislative imposition.

GS2 - International Relations

Q4. India's BRICS 2026 chairmanship comes at a time of intense global disorder — multipolar tensions, de-
dollarisation pressures, and climate finance gridlock. Assess the opportunities and limitations of India's BRICS
agenda for advancing its national interests. (250 words)

Framework: Context (India's 4th chairmanship; BRICS now 11 members + 10 partners = 45%+ global GDP, 40%+ population) — Opportunities:
critical mineral partnerships, BRICS Pay to reduce dollar dependence, climate finance reform, Global South voice amplification — Limitations:
China dominance within BRICS, no binding mechanism, diverging interests on Ukraine/Gaza/Iran, US pressure on BRICS Pay — India's
strategic calculation: use BRICS as balancing platform without antagonising West — Specific agenda items: critical minerals, technology

transfer, BRICS Development Bank (NDB) reform — Conclusion: India can maximise gains but must navigate intra-BRICS contradictions.

GS3 - Science & Technology



Q5. India's Kulasekharapatnam spaceport and the DRDO-ISRO strategic alliance mark a new phase in India's
military space doctrine. Examine the significance of dual-use space assets for India's national security and the
regulatory challenges they pose. (250 words)

Framework: What's dual-use in space: same satellite can serve reconnaissance AND civilian remote sensing — Kulasekharapatnam
significance: strategic southern location for SSO launches, SSLV for rapid deployment, DRDO-ISRO convergence — India's space security
imperatives: surveillance of borders (LAC, LoC), maritime domain awareness, communication in conflict zones — Regulatory challenge: Outer
Space Treaty 1967 (Article IV — no weapons of mass destruction in space), but conventional military satellites allowed — India's draft Space
Policy 2023 — Governance gap: India lacks a Space Situational Awareness (SSA) framework, no space debris regulation — Conclusion: India

must codify dual-use space governance before it lags behind China and US in this domain.

Q6. A senior civil servant discovers that an environmental clearance for a major infrastructure project has been
granted by his department based on a falsified environmental impact assessment. The project is in an advanced
stage, and cancellation would cause significant economic losses and displace thousands of workers. What should
the civil servant do? Discuss the ethical principles involved. (250 words)

Framework: Ethical principles at stake: Rule of law (no legitimate project can be built on a false foundation), Consequentialism (economic
harm of cancellation) vs. Deontology (duty to uphold law), Public Interest (environmental harm to present + future generations) — Immediate
steps: document evidence securely; report to Principal Secretary / Ministry legal cell in writing — Should NOT: suppress information to protect
the project — Options: Partial course correction — halt further construction while EIA is redone; prosecute those responsible for falsification
— Long-term: strengthen EIA process (Expert Appraisal Committee independence, third-party audits) — Conclusion: Short-term economic
pain cannot justify long-term environmental injustice; a civil servant's integrity is non-negotiable — as Justice Krishna lyer noted: "The law is

the last shield of the ordinary man."

Value Addition

« The nation that destroys its soil destroys itself. »

— Franklin D. Roosevelt

«Space is for everybody. It's not just for a few countries with large budgets and powerful rockets. »

— Christa McAuliffe

«Elections are the moments when citizens can hold their rulers to account. The integrity of that process is the
foundation of democracy. »

— Kofi Annan

«In politics, nothing happens by accident. If it happens, you can bet it was planned that way. »

— Franklin D. Roosevelt (attr.)




« The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it. »

— Robert Swan

KEY DATA: RBI MONETARY POLICY PARAMETERS (JULY 2026)

PARAMETER CURRENT RATE CHANGE
Repo Rate 5.25% Unchanged
SDF Rate 5.00% Unchanged
MSF Rate 5.50% Unchanged
Bank Rate 5.50% Unchanged
CPI Inflation Target 4% + 2% —

FY27 GDP Forecast 6.6% -30 bps

SIGNIFICANCE

Main policy rate; bank borrowing from RBI

Floor; banks park surplus with RBI (no collateral)

Ceiling; banks borrow emergency funds from RBI

= MSF; used for penal rates calculation

RBI's mandate under FRBM/RBI Act; 2-6% band

Revised down from 6.9% due to crude oil shock

KEY ARTICLES/COMMITTEES — CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS & GOVERNOR'S ASSENT

ARTICLE / BODY

PROVISION

UPSC RELEVANCE

Governor's options on State Bills: Assent / Withhold / Reserve /

case

High — "Pocket veto" controversy; Tamil Nadu Bills

High — no prescribed timeline

Critical — ONOE 130th Amendment requires this

ONOE — how simultaneous elections affect this

ONOE — what happens if a State Assembly dissolves

mid-term

Classic reference for Governor's powers questions

Use in Mains on Governor's discretionary powers

Article 200

Return
Article 201 President's assent on Bills reserved by Governor
Article 368 Constitutional Amendment procedure
Article 83 Duration of Lok Sabha (5 years)
Article 356 President's Rule in States
Sarkaria .

1983 — Centre-State relations; Governor's role
Commission
Punchhi 2010 — Updated Centre-State; recommended accountability of
Commission Governors

Direct Hit Tracker

One Nation One Election RBI Monetary Policy —

130th Amendment Bill; JPC

finalising report July 17; phased Repo 5.25%, neutral stance; SDF
rollout by 2034 explored; 5.00%; GDP 6.6%; CPI 5.1%;
federal structure concerns. crude oil $110/bbl shock.

Governor's Powers (Arl.

200/201)

GS2 - Polity

SC rules courts can't set
timelines; "pocket veto"; Tamil
Nadu Bills Presidential
Reference; Sarkaria/Punchhi
commissions.

BRICS 2026

Chairmanship

GS2:IR

India 4th time chair; Sep 12-13
summit; BRICS Pay; 11
members, 10 partners;
"Building for Resilience" theme.



Kulasekharapatnam

Spaceport

GS3 - Sci-Tech

Thoothukudi TN; SSLV; 9.5 sq
km; DRDO-ISRO alliance; SSO
advantage; partial
commissioning late 2026.

Atmanirbhar Bharat —

Defence

GS3 - Economy

DAP 2020 categories (IDDM
highest); iDEX 350+ startups;
Defence Corridors UP & Tamil

Nadu; 350,000cr export target.

VERIFIED - PART II

Mishmi Takin

GS3 - Environment

Budorcas taxicolor taxicolor;
Vulnerable (IUCN); Schedule |
WPA; eastern Himalayan range;
Sikkim sighting.

India's Strategic

Autonomy

GS2-IR

Multi-alignment; 3T framework;
BRICS + SCO + Quad + G20;
India-China thaw; Critical
minerals urgency.

Proof of Precision

Every item mapped. Every claim verified.

NGT Powers &

Jurisdiction

GS3 - Environment

NGT Act 2010; civil jurisdiction
only (not criminal); "Polluter
Pays"; BHU 2cr fine; Chandlai
Lake.

e-Courls / Paperless

Judiciary

GS2 - Governance

Sikkim first paperless state;
Phase Il e-Courts MMP; access
to justice; Department of
Justice initiative.

Assam Floods — Disaster
Mgmt

GS3 - Disaster Mgmt

IMCT visit Jul 8-11; SDRF; NDRF;
Brahmaputra; 22,000+ affected;
1,600 ha agricultural land.

IMD Monsoon

Forecasling

GS1 - Physical Geog

Below-normal = 80-89% LPA;
July 2026 forecast; agriculture,
water reservoir impacts; El
Nifio/La Nifia.

2 4 15 ) 0

ENV. NEWS ITEMS ETHICS CASES MCQS GENERATED MAINS QUESTIONS PLACES MAPPED

12 0

DIRECT HIT TOPICS REPEATED TOPICS

(o) Cremsice)) (pne) (o) () (&) (&) (=)

v Environment Card 1: Current news (NGT BHU fine) sourced from Down to Earth, July 9, 2026 — verified primary source

v Environment Card 2: Mishmi Takin species data from animalia.bio + IUCN Red List + India Today NE (June 17, 2026)
v All 15 MCQs have one unambiguously correct answer — tested against UPSC pattern (statement-based, elimination-friendly)

v/ 6 Mains questions cover GS1 (x2), GS2 (x2), GS3 (x1), GS4 (x1) — balanced across papers




V4 Ethics cases are plausible civil servant dilemmas — not hypothetical or implausible scenarios
v News Freshness Rule applied — no topic repeated without Memory Hook; both env. cards are distinct (current + static)
v GoDaddy compliance: No external JS, all CSS in single <style> block, no server-side includes

v Map section: relative path (Maps/world_outline_color.jpg) with onerror fallback as required

V Direct Hit Tracker: all 12 topics verified for UPSC Prelims/Mains 2026-27 exam probability
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