
🌿 Environment & Ecology

GS3 Wetland Conservation · Ramsar Convention · Biodiversity 5 June 2026 (World Environment Day)

India Reaches 100 Ramsar Sites: Surha Tal (Ballia, UP) Designated as Milestone Wetland;

India Now 3rd Globally

What happened: On World Environment Day (June 5, 2026), the Jai Prakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary — also known as Surha Tal

— in Ballia district, Uttar Pradesh, was designated as India's 100th Ramsar site under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. With

this, India now has the highest number of Ramsar Sites in Asia and ranks 3rd globally, trailing only the United Kingdom (176

sites) and Mexico (144 sites). India's Ramsar journey started with Chilika Lake and Keoladeo National Park in 1981.

Why it matters for UPSC: India's 100th Ramsar site is a high-probability Prelims and GS3 Mains topic. UPSC frequently asks:

definition of "Wetlands of International Importance," Montreux Record (threatened Ramsar sites), India's first Ramsar sites,

Wise Use principle, and state-wise distribution. The milestone number (100) and the site name (Surha Tal / JP Narayan Bird

Sanctuary) are direct fact-pick questions.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ 100th Ramsar Site: Surha Tal (Jai Prakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary), Ballia, Uttar Pradesh — designated June 5, 2026

▸ India's first Ramsar Sites (1981): Chilika Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan)

▸ Global ranking: India 3rd (100 sites); UK 1st (176); Mexico 2nd (144); India tops Asia

💡  TEACHING HOOK

Mnemonic for India's Ramsar story: "CK-1981 → 100th-2026" — Chilika & Keoladeo started in 1981, and 45 years later India

hits century. For global rank, remember UM-India (UK · Mexico · India = 1st · 2nd · 3rd). Surha Tal = "SURE to Hit" — it's a

Direct Hit topic for Prelims 2027.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

UPSC Prelims 2019 — Which of the following wetlands is/are on the Montreux Record? | UPSC Prelims 2021 — With reference

to the Ramsar Convention, which of the following statements is/are correct? | UPSC GS3 Mains 2017 — "The Ramsar

Convention provides an effective framework for the conservation of wetlands in India." Critically analyse.
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State of India's Environment 2026: Planetary Boundaries Breached, Lantana Camara

Covers 50% Forest Floors, Human-Tiger Conflict Rising

What happened: The State of India's Environment (SOE) 2026 report (by Centre for Science and Environment / Down to Earth)

warns that multiple planetary boundaries — including biodiversity, land-system change, and novel entities (chemicals/plastics)

— are being breached. A major finding: Lantana camara, an invasive plant, now occupies nearly 50% of India's forest and

scrublands, suppressing native grass growth. This reduces prey availability for tigers, pushing them to prey on cattle and

increasing human-tiger conflicts. India also diverted ~97,000 hectares of forestland for non-forest use between FY2020-21 and

FY2024-25.

Why it matters for UPSC: The SOE Report is a high-value UPSC source. Planetary boundaries (Rockström et al.), invasive

species ecology, human-wildlife conflict, and forest diversion under Forest (Conservation) Act are all UPSC staples. The

Lantana-tiger-cattle conflict chain is a perfect 10-mark GS3 answer structure.

⚡  KEY FACTS

▸ Lantana camara: Native to tropical Americas; introduced in India during British era; IUCN lists it among world's 100 worst

invasive alien species

▸ Forest diversion: ~97,000 hectares for infrastructure/industry between FY21–FY25 under Forest (Conservation) Act 1980

▸ Planetary boundaries: 9 identified by Rockström et al. (2009); as of 2026, at least 6 considered breached globally

💡  TEACHING HOOK

The Lantana chain is a perfect UPSC narrative: Invasive plant (Lantana) → suppresses grass → prey declines → tiger

hunts cattle → human-tiger conflict → habitat loss compounds problem. This is a "cascade failure" in ecology — one

alien species can destabilise an entire food web. For Mains, frame it as: Invasive Species + Habitat Loss + Climate Change =

Triple Threat to Tiger Conservation.

📋  PYQ LINKAGE

"Invasive alien species pose a greater threat to biodiversity than climate change." Discuss with examples from India. (UPSC

GS3 Mains, 2020) | UPSC Prelims 2022 — Which of the following is NOT an invasive alien species in India?

📍 Places in News



▲ Asia/South Asia detail

GS2 · IR

New Delhi, India

Hosted 16th BRICS NSA Meeting (June

22–23, 2026). India's fourth BRICS

Chairship. NSA Doval held bilateral talks

with China (Wang Yi), Iran, Brazil,

Ethiopia, and South Africa.

GS3 · Trade

London, United Kingdom

India-UK CETA (Comprehensive

Economic and Trade Agreement) to

enter into force July 15, 2026, granting

zero duty on 99% of India's tariff lines in

the UK market.

GS2 · IR

Tehran, Iran

Iran represented at BRICS NSA Meeting

by Deputy Secretary for Defence Affairs

Ghadir Nezamipour; Doval discussed

West Asia instability and India-Iran

bilateral ties.

GS3 · Defence

Vietnam & Indonesia (ASEAN)

Received BrahMos supersonic cruise

missile systems from India under G2G

GS3 · Environment

Ballia, Uttar Pradesh

Home to Surha Tal (Jai Prakash Narayan

Bird Sanctuary) — designated India's

GS3 · Biodiversity

Kuno National Park, Madhya

Pradesh

New Delhi

LondonBrussels

Tehran

Beijing

Hanoi

Jakarta

Paris

Ballia (UP)Kuno NP



agreements — marking India's first

major weapon system export to ASEAN

nations.

100th Ramsar site on World

Environment Day, June 5, 2026.

A caracal was sighted during a wildlife

survey in June 2026 — a rare occurrence

for this elusive medium-sized wild cat in

India's Deccan grasslands.

GS3 · Defence

Paris, France (Eurosatory 2026)

French aerospace firm Safran Electronics

& Defence formalised partnership with

Indian Earth intelligence company

SatSure at Eurosatory 2026 for

geospatial intelligence solutions.

GS2 · IR

Beijing, China

Chinese FM Wang Yi met NSA Doval in

New Delhi on the BRICS sidelines —

described as "constructive and forward-

looking" by MEA; continuing post-

Galwan normalisation of India-China

ties.

🧭 Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude (GS4)

CASE STUDY 1

The Governor's Delay — Constitutional Duty vs. Political Convenience

You are a senior IAS officer advising a State Chief Minister whose eight Bills — including one on free power for farmers — have been

pending with the Governor for 14 months without assent or return. The Supreme Court has now ruled it cannot impose a timeline.

The Governor claims he is "examining" the Bills. The CM wants you to prepare a strategy to compel action.

Ethical Issues: Accountability of constitutional authorities; democratic legitimacy vs. gubernatorial discretion; role of civil

servant when political and legal frameworks conflict.

Framework: Apply Gandhi's Talisman (does delayed legislation hurt the poorest?), Nolan Principles (selflessness, integrity,

accountability), and the constitutional oath of office (Governor swears to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution). A

constitutional functionary's discretion cannot become an instrument of governance paralysis.

Model Approach: Advise the CM to (1) write formally to the Governor citing specific bills and elapsed time, (2) seek legal opinion,

(3) engage with the Union government through proper channels, (4) keep the matter in public domain through Legislative

Assembly resolutions. Avoid confrontational street politics.

CASE STUDY 2

Arms Export Ethics — Prosperity vs. Peace

India has signed a BrahMos missile export deal with a Southeast Asian country. As Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External

Affairs, you learn that a faction within that country's military is under UN sanctions for human rights violations. The contract was

cleared by the Defence Ministry. Your ministry is handling the diplomatic communications.

Ethical Issues: National interest vs. international humanitarian obligations; complicity in potential misuse of arms; conflict

between departmental decisions and personal conscience.

Framework: Doctrine of Double Effect (arms export serves defence needs but could enable harm); Consequentialism vs.

Deontology; India's commitment to UN Charter principles; the Arms Trade Treaty (India is not a signatory but must uphold spirit).

Model Approach: Flag the concern formally to senior MEA officials and the PMO via proper channel. Seek assurance that end-

user certification is in place. Document your concern. Do not act unilaterally or leak to media. The decision authority lies above

you — your ethical duty is to flag, not sabotage.



CASE STUDY 3

Invasive Species vs. Tribal Livelihoods — Conservation Dilemma

As DFO of a tiger reserve, you must decide whether to eradicate Lantana camara across 5,000 hectares. Tribal communities collect

Lantana sticks to make furniture — a ₹2 crore annual livelihood for 300 families. Wildlife experts warn that Lantana suppression is

critical to restore prey base for tigers. Your decision will be cited in the National Tiger Conservation Authority review.

Ethical Issues: Conservation vs. tribal livelihood rights; long-term ecological good vs. immediate socioeconomic harm; PESA

rights vs. Wildlife Protection Act mandate.

Framework: Precautionary Principle (biodiversity threat justifies action), Justice as Fairness (tribal families must not bear

disproportionate cost), and Sustainable Development principle (meet present needs without compromising future).

Model Approach: Phased removal with simultaneous alternative livelihood programmes (ecotourism, forest produce value-

addition). Involve tribal councils (PESA compliant). Seek NTCA guidance on pilot zones. Document impact assessment quarterly.

CASE STUDY 4

Monetary Policy Transparency — Conflict of Interest in MPC

You are an external member of the RBI Monetary Policy Committee. Before the rate decision meeting, you discover that your

spouse's investment firm holds a large position in interest-rate-sensitive securities that would significantly benefit if rates are held

unchanged — which is your own assessment of the right call. Your vote genuinely reflects your economic analysis, not personal

benefit.

Ethical Issues: Conflict of interest (even if unintended); institutional credibility of MPC; transparency in regulatory governance;

personal integrity vs. perception management.

Framework: Nolan Principles — Openness (declare the conflict), Integrity (no personal financial interest must influence public

duty). Transparency is non-negotiable in regulatory bodies. The appearance of bias can be as damaging as actual bias.

Model Approach: Immediately disclose the conflict of interest to the MPC Chairperson (RBI Governor) in writing before the

meeting. Recuse from voting if the Governor advises so. Ensure spouse divests or places holdings in a blind trust going forward.

Proactively document all disclosures.

🎯 Practice MCQs (15 Questions)

Q1

With reference to India's Ramsar Sites, consider the following statements:

1. Chilika Lake and Keoladeo National Park were India's first two Ramsar Sites, designated in 1981.

2. India ranks first in the world in total number of Ramsar Sites.

3. Surha Tal in Ballia, UP was designated India's 100th Ramsar Site in 2026.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only. Statement 2 is incorrect — India ranks 3rd globally (behind UK and Mexico). Statements 1 and 3 are

correct.



Q2

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India has the following composition:

1. Three members from the RBI including the Governor as ex-officio Chairperson.

2. Three external members appointed by the Central Government.

3. The Finance Secretary is an ex-officio member.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only. The Finance Secretary is NOT a member of the MPC. The MPC has 6 members: 3 RBI officials (Governor +

2 Deputy Governors) + 3 external members nominated by GoI.

Q3

Consider the following statements about BRICS:

1. India's BRICS Chairships have been in 2012, 2016, 2021 and 2026.

2. BRICS expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the UAE in 2024.

3. The theme of India's 2026 BRICS Chairship is "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability."

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3. All three statements are correct. Note: Argentina was also invited but declined to join BRICS+.

Q4

Which of the following constitutional articles are directly relevant to the One Nation One Election (ONOE) proposal

requiring amendment?

1. Article 83 — Duration of Houses of Parliament

2. Article 172 — Duration of State Legislatures

3. Article 324 — Superintendence of Elections

4. Article 356 — Failure of Constitutional Machinery in States

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: (a) 1, 2 and 4 only. Article 324 deals with Election Commission's powers, which doesn't require amendment for ONOE.

Articles 83, 85, 172, 174, and 356 are the key ones requiring amendment for simultaneous elections.

Q5

The India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) includes:

1. Zero customs duty on over 99% of India's tariff lines in the UK market.

2. A Double Contribution Convention (DCC) eliminating dual Social Security payments for Indian workers in the UK.

3. Provisions for India to grant zero tariff on all UK agricultural exports to India immediately.

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3



Answer: (b) 1 and 2 only. Statement 3 is incorrect — the CETA does not grant zero tariff on all UK agricultural exports to India

immediately; sensitive sectors are protected through longer phase-out periods.

Q6

With reference to the Supreme Court's ruling on Governor's powers regarding State Bills, which of the following is correct?

1. The Court held that "deemed assent" is provided for under Article 200.

2. The Court ruled that no timeline can be imposed on the President or Governor for granting assent.

3. The ruling was in response to a Presidential Reference following the Tamil Nadu Bills case.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b) 2 and 3 only. Statement 1 is incorrect — the Court explicitly ruled that "deemed assent" is CONTRARY to the

constitutional framework, not provided for in Article 200.

Q7

BrahMos missile is a joint venture between:

(a) DRDO and ISRO (b) DRDO and NPO Mashinostroyeniya (Russia)

(c) HAL and Safran (France) (d) DRDO and Lockheed Martin (USA)

Answer: (b) DRDO and NPO Mashinostroyeniya (Russia). BrahMos Aerospace is a joint venture. "Brah" = Brahmaputra river

(India), "Mos" = Moskva river (Russia).

Q8

India's foreign exchange reserves as of May 29, 2026 stood at approximately:

(a) US$582 billion (b) US$632 billion

(c) US$682 billion (d) US$712 billion

Answer: (c) US$682 billion. Specifically US$682.3 billion as of May 29, 2026, per RBI data — among the world's top 5 forex reserves.

Q9

Lantana camara, which has been found to cover ~50% of India's forest floors, was originally native to:

(a) Sub-Saharan Africa (b) Southeast Asia

(c) Tropical Americas (d) Mediterranean Europe

Answer: (c) Tropical Americas. Introduced to India during the British colonial era as an ornamental plant; now one of the world's

100 worst invasive alien species per IUCN.

Q10

The Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL), which participated in ISRO's Space Technology & Research Program 2026, is located

in:

(a) Hyderabad, Telangana (b) Chandigarh

(c) Bengaluru, Karnataka (d) Pune, Maharashtra



Answer: (b) Chandigarh. SCL (Semiconductor Laboratory) is India's only government-owned semiconductor fabrication unit,

under the Department of Space.

Q11

The RBI's Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework targets CPI inflation at:

(a) 3% ± 1% (b) 4% ± 2%

(c) 5% ± 1% (d) 6% ± 2%

Answer: (b) 4% ± 2%. The FIT framework (adopted 2016) targets CPI inflation at 4% with a tolerance band of ±2% (i.e., 2%–6%).

Failure to maintain for 3 consecutive quarters requires RBI to report to government.

Q12

Which of the following pairs of India's first Ramsar Sites with their State is correctly matched?

(a) Chilika Lake — West Bengal; Keoladeo NP — Rajasthan (b) Chilika Lake — Odisha; Keoladeo NP — Gujarat

(c) Chilika Lake — Odisha; Keoladeo NP — Rajasthan (d) Chilika Lake — Andhra Pradesh; Keoladeo NP — Haryana

Answer: (c) Chilika Lake — Odisha; Keoladeo NP — Rajasthan. Both designated in 1981, making them India's oldest Ramsar sites.

Q13

India's defence exports reached approximately ₹33,000 crore in FY2025-26. In which year were they as low as ₹60 crore?

(a) 2009-10 (b) 2013-14

(c) 2016-17 (d) 2019-20

Answer: (b) 2013-14. The 550-fold increase from ₹60 crore (2013-14) to ₹33,000 crore (2025-26) reflects the success of India's

defence indigenisation policy over 12 years.

Q14

India's fiscal year 2026-27 GDP growth forecast as revised by the RBI in June 2026 is:

(a) 6.2% (b) 6.4%

(c) 6.6% (d) 6.9%

Answer: (c) 6.6%. Revised downward from the earlier estimate of 6.9%. The downward revision was driven by global uncertainty,

US tariff impacts, and elevated crude oil prices at ~US$110/barrel.

Q15

Which of the following correctly describes "IN-SPACe" in the context of India's space sector?

(a) It is a private sector space company under the Department of

Atomic Energy

(b) It is India's commercial satellite launch vehicle programme

(c) It is an autonomous body under Department of Space to

promote and regulate private space activities

(d) It is India's satellite navigation programme replacing GPS

Answer: (c) IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre) was established in 2020 under the Department

of Space to enable and regulate non-governmental/private entities in India's space ecosystem.



THEIAS AKADEMIA These 15 statement-based MCQs

reflect UPSC Prelims 2027 patterns

across Polity, IR, Environment,

Economy, and S&T.

NEEB

300+

Live PYQ

Writing

drills 300+ such questions in

timed sessions with answer

explanations. Build speed and

accuracy at

theiasakademia.com

✍️ Mains Questions (2 GS1 + 2 GS2/GS3 + 2 GS4)

GS1 · Indian Society & History

Q1. "India's wetlands are ecological and cultural assets that have been systematically undervalued in

development planning." In light of India reaching 100 Ramsar Sites, critically examine India's approach to

wetland conservation and its governance gaps. (15 Marks)

Framework: Introduction (100th Ramsar site significance) → Ecological value of wetlands (biodiversity, carbon sinks, flood

regulation, water purification) → India's policy framework (Wetlands (Conservation & Management) Rules 2017, National

Wetland Conservation Programme) → Governance gaps (Montreux Record — Keoladeo NP, Loktak Lake; forest diversion near

wetland buffers; lack of local community participation) → Global comparison (UK's wetland banking model) → Conclusion:

UPSC expects governance critique + reformative suggestions. Include Ramsar's Wise Use Principle and India's COP commitments

(Kunming-Montreal GBF 30×30 target).

GS1 · Geography & Ecology

Q2. "Invasive alien species represent a slow-motion ecological catastrophe that India's conservation policy

has inadequately addressed." Using the case of Lantana camara, discuss the ecological, socioeconomic,

and policy dimensions of this challenge. (10 Marks)

Framework: Introduction (define invasive alien species; IUCN list; Lantana's backstory) → Ecological dimension (suppresses

native grass → prey decline → human-tiger conflict; alters soil chemistry; reduces biodiversity) → Socioeconomic dimension

(tribal livelihoods from Lantana furniture industry; loss of ecosystem services worth crores) → Policy dimension (Biological

Diversity Act 2002; National Biodiversity Action Plan; Forest (Conservation) Act; PESA rights of tribal communities) → Way

forward (bioprospecting Lantana for commercial use, phased removal with livelihood alternatives, science-based monitoring).

IUCN's 100 worst invasive species list is a key Prelims fact.

GS2 · Polity & Governance

Q3. "The Governor's office has become a contested site between constitutional principle and political

practice in India's federal structure." Analyse in the context of the Supreme Court's recent ruling on assent

to State Bills. (15 Marks)

Framework: Introduction (constitutional design intent — Governor as constitutional head, not political agent) → Articles

200/201 and the discretion built in → Historical trend of Governors delaying Bills (Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana, Jharkhand

cases) → Supreme Court's evolution: 2016 Nabam Rebia case → 2023 Tamil Nadu ruling → 2026 Presidential Reference ruling →
Key tension: No timeline possible (flexibility) vs. No indefinite delay (accountability) → Comparative federal models (Australian

Governor-General, German Bundespräsident) → Recommendations of Punchhi Commission and Sarkaria Commission on

Governor's role → Conclusion: Constitutional functionary must uphold both the letter and spirit of democracy.

GS3 · Economy & International Trade



Q4. "India's trade diplomacy has matured from defensive protectionism to strategic engagement, but

structural challenges in domestic manufacturing remain the critical bottleneck." Evaluate this statement

in the context of India-UK CETA and the India-EU FTA. (15 Marks)

Framework: Introduction (India's historical tariff policy — import substitution → liberalisation 1991 → selective protection) →
CETA's significance: zero duty on 99% tariff lines, DCC for workers, services chapters → Gains for India: textile, pharma, IT

services, gems & jewellery sectors → Challenges: EU FTA sensitive sectors (dairy, wines, automobiles); Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs);

SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary) standards → Domestic manufacturing gaps: PLI scheme progress, logistics costs (India vs.

ASEAN), labour flexibility → Geopolitical dimension: China+1 strategy, supply chain diversification → Conclusion: FTAs create

market access; only domestic industrial policy can capture the gains.

GS4 · Ethics & Integrity

Q5. "Conflict of interest in regulatory and advisory bodies erodes institutional credibility even when no

actual wrongdoing occurs." Discuss with reference to the principles of transparency and integrity in public

governance. (10 Marks)

Framework: Define conflict of interest (actual vs. perceived vs. potential); why appearance of bias matters (institutional trust as

public good) → Nolan Principles (selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty, leadership) →
Constitutional and statutory provisions: Article 311, CVC Act, Lokpal Act, SEBI Conflict of Interest guidelines → Case examples:

RBI MPC member scenario, SEBI controversies, judicial collegium transparency → Reformative measures: Mandatory disclosure

frameworks; blind trusts; recusal protocols; cooling-off periods → Conclusion: Democratic governance is not just about correct

decisions — it is about decisions made correctly.

GS4 · Ethics & Aptitude

Q6. "The arms trade occupies a grey zone in ethics — it simultaneously represents national interest,

strategic necessity, and potential complicity in violence." As an IFS officer involved in a defence export

negotiation, how would you navigate this ethical minefield? (10 Marks)

Framework: Introduction (arms trade as a necessary but ethically complex instrument of foreign policy) → Ethical frameworks:

Realism (state interest supreme) vs. Cosmopolitan ethics (global humanitarian responsibility) → Doctrine of Double Effect (good

outcome of strategic partnership + risk of harm through misuse) → India's obligations: UN Charter, Preamble (peace and justice),

Constitutional values → Practical safeguards: End-User Certificates (EUC), Parliamentary oversight, MEA review mechanism →
Personal integrity: A civil servant must flag concerns through proper channels, document formally, and never facilitate illegal

transfers → Conclusion: Ethical foreign policy is not pacifism — it is strategic engagement with principled guardrails.

💎 Value Addition

5 Quotable Quotes for Mains Answers

"We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children."

— ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY (OFTEN ATTRIBUTED)

Use in: Environment GS3 answers on wetland conservation, forest diversion, invasive species — intergenerational equity principle.

"A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air and

giving fresh strength to our people."

— FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT



Use in: GS3 answers on forest conservation, forest rights, CAMPA funds, compensatory afforestation.

"In politics, stupidity is not a handicap."

— NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

Use sparingly: GS2 answers on electoral reforms, accountability, and institutional design. Better to use as a conversation-starter in introduction,

not as a conclusion.

"The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much; it is

whether we provide enough for those who have too little."

— FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Use in: GS2/GS4 answers on social justice, welfare state, redistribution, MGNREGS, tribal rights — equity as the touchstone of governance.

"Commerce is the great civilizer. We exchange goods; we exchange ideas."

— ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

Use in: GS3/GS2 answers on India-UK CETA, India-EU FTA, trade diplomacy, WTO — economic interdependence as a foundation of peaceful

international order.

India's Key Economic Indicators — June 2026 Snapshot

INDICATOR CURRENT VALUE BENCHMARK / PREVIOUS UPSC RELEVANCE

Repo Rate (RBI) 5.25%
Was 6.50% (Jun 2024) — reduced

cumulatively
GS3 Monetary Policy

GDP Growth FY27 (RBI

forecast)
6.6% Previous forecast: 6.9% GS3 Indian Economy

CPI Inflation FY27 (RBI

projection)
5.1% FIT target: 4% ± 2% GS3 Inflation / MPC

Forex Reserves
US$682.3 billion (May

29)

All-time high was ~US$704 billion (Sep

2024)
GS3 BoP / External Sector

India Crude Oil Basket ~US$110/barrel Budget assumption: ~US$85/barrel
GS3 Energy / Fiscal

Deficit

Defence Exports FY26 ₹33,000 crore ₹60 crore in 2013-14 (550× growth)
GS3 Defence

Indigenisation

India Ramsar Sites 100 sites First: Chilika Lake & Keoladeo NP (1981) GS3 Environment

Key Constitutional Articles & Committees — Today's Linkage

ARTICLE / BODY SUBJECT TODAY'S NEWS CONNECT

Article 200
Governor's assent to State Bills (options: assent /

withhold / reserve)
SC ruling: no timeline for assent possible

Article 201 Presidential assent for Bills reserved by Governor
Presidential Reference following Tamil Nadu Bills

case

Article 83 & 172 Duration of Parliament & State Legislatures
ONOE — JPC recommends synchronisation

requiring amendments

Sarkaria Commission

(1983)

Centre-State relations; recommended Governor be

a "Constitutional Head"

Governor's delay controversy; SC ruling reinforces

Sarkaria's caution against political misuse



ARTICLE / BODY SUBJECT TODAY'S NEWS CONNECT

Punchhi Commission

(2010)

Recommended Governors should act on bills

within 6 months; recommended impeachable

SC ruling does NOT mandate Punchhi timelines — a

notable divergence

Ramsar Convention

(1971)

International treaty on wetland conservation; "Wise

Use" principle
India's 100th Ramsar Site — Surha Tal, Ballia UP

Forest (Conservation)

Act 1980
Regulates diversion of forest land for non-forest use SOE 2026 report: 97,000 ha diverted in 5 years

🎯 Direct Hit Tracker — Top 12 Topics for UPSC 2027

Based on today's news + 25-year PYQ pattern analysis. Stars = exam probability.

Ramsar Wetlands & India's

100th Site

GS3 · ENVIRONMENT

Surha Tal, India's 3rd global rank, Wise

Use Principle, Montreux Record

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Governor's Powers — Article

200/201

GS2 · POLITY

Assent, deemed assent (absent), SC

ruling on timelines, Centre-State

federalism

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

RBI Monetary Policy — Repo

Rate & FIT

GS3 · ECONOMY

5.25% unchanged, FIT framework (4%

±2%), MPC composition, GDP 6.6%

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

BRICS 2026 — India's

Chairship

GS2 · IR

NSA Meeting, BRICS+, India-China

bilateral, West Asia security, 4th

Chairship

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

India-UK CETA

GS3 · TRADE

99% zero duty, July 15 entry, DCC (social

security), India's FTA strategy

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

One Nation One Election

GS2 · POLITY

JPC report, Art. 83/172/356, ₹7 lakh

crore saving, federal implications

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

India Defence Exports &

BrahMos

GS3 · DEFENCE

₹33,000 crore FY26, 550× growth,

Vietnam/Indonesia ASEAN exports, DAP

2020

⭐⭐⭐⭐

Invasive Species — Lantana

Camara

GS3 · ENVIRONMENT

50% forest floor coverage, IUCN 100

worst IAS list, tiger-cattle conflict

cascade

⭐⭐⭐⭐

ISRO Space Hackathon & IN-

SPACe

GS3 · S&T

3rd edition, 15 AI-space challenges, SCL

(Chandigarh), private space ecosystem

⭐⭐⭐⭐

India-China Relations Post-

Galwan

GS2 · IR

Doval-Wang Yi talks, LAC

disengagement, "gradual

normalisation" terminology

⭐⭐⭐⭐

India's Forex Reserves & BoP

GS3 · ECONOMY

US$682.3 billion, import cover ~12

months, crude oil price risk at US$110

⭐⭐⭐

Human-Tiger Conflict &

Conservation

GS3 · ENVIRONMENT

Kuno NP (caracal), Lantana → prey loss

→ tiger attacks, NTCA framework

⭐⭐⭐
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