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- TOP HEADLINES

=

. Rajya Sabha passes the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026 — Vande Mataram gets statutory

protection equal to the National Anthem, assent now the only step left es2

2. Lok Sabha passes the Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026, replacing the 135-year-old 1891 Act to recognise digital and cloud bank

records as legal evidence  Gs2/Gs3
3. Rajya Sabha passes the Appropriation (No.3) Bill, 2026, regularising 354,067.46 crore of excess FY2022-23 expenditure  Gs2/Gs3

4. DRDO and the Strategic Forces Command confirm a successful Agni-4 test-fire from Chandipur, Odisha — the missile identity
behind Wednesday's 2,530-km NOTAM is now known  es3

5. Union Cabinet approves the 223,731 crore GOBARdhan scheme — India's national unified programme for compressed biogas

GS3

6. India's forex reserves climb to a near three-month high of $692.9 billion, RBI data shows, on the back of the biggest weekly jump in

sixmonths  es3

~

. 13th BRICS Education Ministers' Meeting concludes in Bhubaneswar with a Declaration on Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge

Systems and skills cooperation  es2

o]

. 3rd BRICS Culture Working Group Summit opens in Bhopal under India's BRICS presidency, running to 8 August  es2

9. Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission crosses 900 million ABHA health-ID accounts, cementing India's largest digital health identity

system  Gs2/Gs3

10. ISRO's Bharatiya Antariksh Hackathon 2026 holds its 30-hour Grand Finale, spotlighting India's expanding NewSpace start-up

ecosystem  Gs3

1

=

.NGT is told the collapsed British-era railway bridge debris at Unnao has been cleared and the Ganga's environmental flow restored

GS3

12. Memory Hook: Union Ministry of Social Justice tells Lok Sabha that Post-Matric Scholarship disbursements to SC students have hit

record levels thisyear @s2

Three Bills clearing Parliament and a missile identity confirmed, all in one 24-hour window — this is exactly the pace
Sahyog Mentorship is built to help you track without losing a single thread. theiasakademia.com

§2 - POLITY & GOVERNANCE

E National Symbols - Legislative Process 54 6 (Ra abha age) - Source: Rajya Sabha proceedings / PIB legislative tracker

Parliament Clears Vande Mataram Bill — National Song Gets Statutory Protection Equal to the National
Anthem

Why in News: The Rajya Sabha on 5 August 2026 passed the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026 by voice vote,
after the Opposition staged a walkout during debate. The Bill amends the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 to make

deliberate insult, mutilation or disrespect of Vande Mataram — India's National Song — a criminal offence, placing it on the same statutory



footing as the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana. Having cleared both Houses, the Bill now awaits only Presidential assent before coming

into force.

Background: Vande Mataram was composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1882 as part of the novel Anandamath and was
adopted by the Constituent Assembly in January 1950 as the National Song, given "equal status" with the National Anthem in principle —
but until now, only the Anthem carried explicit criminal-law protection under the 1971 Act. The Bill closes that six-decade-old asymmetry,
arriving in the 150th anniversary year of the song's first public rendition context and amid the Freedom Movement commemorations the

government has been emphasising through 2026.

KEY FACTS

¢ Bill: Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026, amending the parent 1971 Act.
e Passed by Rajya Sabha on 5 August 2026 by voice vote, following earlier Lok Sabha passage.

e Composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1882; part of the novel Anandamath.

¢ Adopted as National Song by the Constituent Assembly in January 1950.

e Only step remaining: Presidential assent — not yet granted as of this edition.

e Brings Vande Mataram's legal protection to parity with the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana.

e Opposition, led by Congress, walked out during the post-lunch debate rather than vote against it.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Symbolic versus substantive parity. The Constituent Assembly's 1950 resolution already treated the song as "equal" to the Anthem in
status; this Bill is the first time that equality is translated into equal criminal-law consequence, closing a long-standing statutory gap
rather than creating a new symbolic claim.

e Reverence and legislation debate. Opposition members argued reverence for a national symbol cannot be compelled by criminal
sanction — a live GS2/GS4 debate about whether patriotism is better cultivated through education and civic culture than through
punitive law.

e Federal and communal sensitivities. Vande Mataram has a contested history around religious imagery in its later verses; the
amendment's timing and framing will be watched for how it is received across India's religiously plural polity.

e Assent-stage accountability. With both Houses now having passed the Bill, focus shifts to the constitutional timeline for Presidential

assent under Article 111 — a useful anchor for any answer on the legislative process's final stage.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember the date-lock: Four dates, one song, one long walk to equal legal

footing with the Anthem.

[ PYQ LINKAGE
GS2 2022: "Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor" (legislative-process framing) - GS2

recurring: national symbols, Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act 1971, constitutional patriotism.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements:

1. Vande Mataram was composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay as part of the novel Anandamath.
2. It was adopted as the National Song by the Constituent Assembly in January 1950.
3. The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act was first enacted in 1971.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (d). All three statements are correct.

GS2 National Symbols Prevention of Insults Act 1971 Constituent Assembly Legislative Process

E Evidence Law - Digital Banking 5 August 2026 - Source: Lok Sabha proceedi , Ministry of Finance




Lok Sabha Replaces 135-Year-Old Evidence Law: Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026 Recognises
Digital Bank Records

Why in News: The Lok Sabha on 5 August 2026 passed the Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026 by voice vote amid Opposition protests,
moved by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. The Bill repeals and replaces the colonial-era Bankers' Books Evidence Act, 1891,
expanding the definition of "bankers' books" to explicitly cover physical, electronic, digital, cloud-based and back-up/disaster-recovery
records, and standardising how such records are certified for admission as evidence in court.

Background: The 1891 Act was drafted to let certified copies of physical ledger entries stand in as evidence without producing the original
bulky ledgers — a sensible rule for paper-based Victorian-era banking that had grown increasingly unworkable as Indian banks moved
almost entirely to core banking systems, cloud storage and digital transaction logs over the past two decades. Courts had been improvising
around the old Act's silence on digital records using the general Information Technology Act, 2000 evidentiary provisions and Bharatiya

Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 rules on electronic records; today's Bill gives banking evidence its own dedicated, modernised statute instead.

¥ KEY FACTS
e Passed by Lok Sabha on 5 August 2026, by voice vote, without discussion.

e Replaces the Bankers' Books Evidence Act, 1891 — a 135-year-old statute.

e Expanded definition of "bankers' books": physical, electronic, digital, cloud-based, and back-up/disaster-recovery format records.
e Digital/electronic bank records now admissible, valid and legally enforceable as evidence, subject to prescribed conditions.

e Standardises the certification process for producing bank records in legal proceedings.

e Central Government empowered to prescribe additional certification conditions and extend applicability by notification.

e Introduced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman; requires Rajya Sabha approval to become law.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Law catching up to technology. This is a textbook case of statute law lagging behind operational reality for decades before a formal
update — a pattern worth citing whenever an answer discusses legislative modernisation of colonial-era commercial statutes.

e Litigation efficiency gain. Standardised certification removes a recurring evidentiary friction point in banking fraud, loan-recovery
and cheque-dishonour litigation, where courts previously had inconsistent standards for accepting digital statements.

e Interplay with BSA 2023. The Bill operates alongside the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023's general electronic-evidence provisions
— a good example of a sector-specific law layering on top of a general evidentiary code rather than duplicating it.

e Data-integrity safeguard needed. Extending evidentiary weight to cloud and back-up records raises a corresponding need for robust
certification and audit-trail standards to prevent tampering claims — the Bill's certification-rules delegation to the Centre will be the

real test of this safeguard.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Anchor the swap: Same evidentiary purpose — avoid producing the original book — just updated for a

banking system that no longer keeps a physical ledger at all.

7 PYQ LINKAGE

s

GS32019: "What are the reformative steps taken by the Government to eliminate Naxalism?" (law-modernisation framing, structurally similar)

- GS3 recurring: digital banking regulation, evidence law, financial-sector legislative reform.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026:

1. It replaces a 19th-century Act of 1891.
2. It excludes cloud-based and back-up records from the definition of "bankers' books."
3. It was introduced in the Lok Sabha by the Finance Minister.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (b). The Bill explicitly includes, not excludes, cloud-based and back-up records.



GS3 Evidence Law Digital Banking BSA 2023 Financial Regulation

m Budgetary Process - Article 115 - Parliamentary Financial Control 2026 - Source: R Sabha proceed , Ministry of Finance

Parliament Passes Appropriation (No.3) Bill, 2026 to Regularise 354,067.46 Crore of Excess FY2022-23
Spending

Why in News: The Rajya Sabha on 6 August 2026 passed the Appropriation (No.3) Bill, 2026, having earlier cleared the Lok Sabha,
authorising excess expenditure of ¥54,067.46 crore incurred during FY2022-23 beyond what Parliament had originally granted. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman clarified the excess relates to two heads with no fresh fiscal impact: debt repayment (53,871.01 crore) and

Railway Ministry capital expenditure (3196.45 crore) flowing from a court order.

Background: Under Article 115 of the Constitution, if actual expenditure in a financial year exceeds the amount granted by the original
Appropriation Act, the excess must be presented to and regularised by Parliament through a supplementary or "excess grants"
Appropriation Bill, typically after the Public Accounts Committee examines the Comptroller and Auditor General's Appropriation Accounts
report on the shortfall. This is a recurring, largely technical constitutional housekeeping exercise — but it is also Parliament's principal
instrument of ex-post financial accountability over the executive's spending, the practical machinery behind the doctrine that "no money
shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India except under appropriation made by law" (Article 114).

¥ KEY FACTS
e Passed by Rajya Sabha on 6 August 2026; regularises excess spending from FY2022-23.

e Total excess expenditure: ¥54,067.46 crore.

e Break-up: ¥53,871.01 crore debt repayment + ¥196.45 crore Railway Ministry capital expenditure (court-order driven).

e Constitutional basis: Article 115 (supplementary, additional or excess grants) read with Article 114 (Appropriation Acts).

e Precedes examination by the Public Accounts Committee of the CAG's Appropriation Accounts.

e Finance Minister confirmed no fresh fiscal impact — the excess is a regularisation of already-incurred spending, not new expenditure.

e This is the third Appropriation Bill of 2026, following two earlier ones in the calendar year.

@& MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

¢ Ex-post accountability, not ex-ante control. Because this regularises spending that already happened years earlier, it illustrates the
gap between Parliament's power of the purse in theory (approving the Budget) and the lagged, largely ratifying role it actually plays
once money has already left the Consolidated Fund.

e PAC's underused potential. The Public Accounts Committee's scrutiny of such excess grants is one of India's strongest constitutional
accountability mechanisms on paper, yet its recommendations are non-binding — a recurring GS2 debate about strengthening
committee-system teeth.

e Debt-repayment dominance. That over 99.6% of this excess is debt repayment (not discretionary spending) is a useful data point for
any answer distinguishing "excess grants" as accounting regularisation from genuine fiscal indiscipline.

¢ Routine yet essential. The Bill's largely uncontested passage should not be mistaken for unimportance — it is the exact mechanism by

which the constitutional principle of legislative supremacy over public finance is operationalised, year after year.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Lock the Article pair: Appropriation Act (114) sets the ceiling; an excess-grants

Appropriation Bill under 115 forgives — formally — any breach of that ceiling, after PAC/CAG review.

[ PYQ LINKAGE
GS22013: "Discuss the role of the Public Accounts Committee in ensuring accountability of the Executive to Parliament" - GS2 recurring:

Consolidated Fund of India, Appropriation Bills, CAG-PAC financial oversight cycle.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)

Q. Consider the following statements:



1. Article 114 of the Constitution deals with Appropriation Acts.
2. Article 115 provides for supplementary, additional or excess grants.
3. Excess grants are regularised by Parliament only after examination by the Public Accounts Committee of the CAG's findings.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (d). All three statements are correct.

GS2 Article 114/115 Consolidated Fund CAG-PAC Appropriation Bill

§3 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

E BRICS - Education Diplomacy 5-7 August 2026 (Declaration concluded 7 Aug) - Source istry of Education / PIB

13th BRICS Education Ministers' Meeting Concludes in Bhubaneswar With a Declaration on
Traditional Knowledge and Skills

Why in News: The 13th BRICS Education Ministers' Meeting and 3rd BRICS Senior Officials' Meeting, hosted by India in Bhubaneswar from 5
to 7 August 2026 under its BRICS chairship, concluded with the finalisation of the BRICS Education Ministers' Declaration — building on
deliberations first reported when the meeting opened. The Declaration's headline element is a new set of BRICS Guiding Principles on
Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Systems, alongside commitments on Early Childhood Care and Education, the BRICS TVET
Cooperation Alliance for skills, collaborative research and innovation, Mutual Recognition of Qualifications, and academic leadership
capacity-building, under the theme "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability."

Background: India assumed the BRICS chairship for 2026, giving it the agenda-setting role across the bloc's ministerial tracks this year, of
which the Education track is one of several sectoral pillars alongside Finance, Health, Culture and Foreign Affairs meetings. The inclusion of
"Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Systems" as a headline guiding principle reflects India's push — visible across NEP 2020 and the
National Credit Framework — to have indigenous knowledge (Ayurveda, traditional crafts, oral knowledge traditions) formally recognised
within mainstream and vocational education systems, not treated as a separate or lesser stream.

¢ KEY FACTS
e Held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, 5-7 August 2026; Declaration text finalised on the concluding day.
e India holds the BRICS chairship for 2026, hosting the meeting through the Ministry of Education.
e Headline outcome: BRICS Guiding Principles on Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Systems.

e Five priority areas: ECCE, TVET Cooperation Alliance (TCA), research/innovation, Mutual Recognition of Qualifications (MRQ),
academic leadership.

e Theme: "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability."
e India's Education Minister Pralhad Joshi led India's role at the meeting.

e This is the 13th edition of the BRICS Education Ministers' Meeting.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Soft-power agenda-setting. Hosting and shaping the Declaration's content lets India embed its own domestic education priorities
(indigenous knowledge recognition, skills-based TVET) into a multilateral text that ten-plus BRICS members formally endorse — a low-
cost, high-leverage diplomatic tool.

e Mutual Recognition of Qualifications' practical stakes. MRQ commitments, if implemented, would directly affect student and
worker mobility across BRICS states — a concrete, measurable outcome distinct from purely declaratory diplomacy.

¢ Declaration versus implementation gap. Like most multilateral declarations, the real test is whether the TVET Cooperation Alliance
and MRQ commitments translate into binding mechanisms or remain aspirational — a standard critique to raise for any "Declaration
adopted" story.

e BRICS chairship as a full-year project. This Education meeting is one thread in India's 2026 BRICS calendar (also running Culture, per

the companion story below) — useful to frame as a single sustained diplomatic effort rather than isolated events.




_ MEMORY TECHNIQUE — RETURNING TOPIC

Previously covered: 6 Aug 2026 blocklist (meeting announcement/proceedings)

What's new today: Declaration formally finalised on 7 Aug, with named Guiding Principles and five priority areas

UPSC relevance shift: From "meeting is happening" to a concrete, quotable multilateral outcome text

[f PYQ LINKAGE

GS22021: "Bring out the role of Gandhian principles in the twenty-first century" (traditional-knowledge framing analogy) - GS2 recurring:

BRICS cooperation tracks, India's chairship diplomacy, education policy internationalisation.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the 13th BRICS Education Ministers' Meeting:

1. It was held in Bhubaneswar under India's 2026 BRICS chairship.
2. Its Declaration includes Guiding Principles on Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Systems.

3. It did not address skills or vocational training cooperation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). The BRICS TVET Cooperation Alliance for skills was a named priority area — the meeting did address vocational training.

GS2 BRICS India Chairship 2026 Education Diplomacy TVET

E BRICS - Cultural Diplomacy Opened 5 August 2026, running to 8 August - Source: Ministry of Culture / PIB

3rd BRICS Culture Working Group Summit Opens in Bhopal Under India's BRICS Presidency

Why in News: The 3rd BRICS Culture Working Group Summit opened on 5 August 2026 at the Kushabhau Thakre Convention Centre in
Bhopal, continuing through 8 August, as part of India's 2026 BRICS presidency calendar. The summit's opening day featured registration,
accreditation, bilateral meetings and formal sessions, with discussions centred on the creative economy, artificial intelligence's role in

cultural production, heritage protection, and the links between culture and climate action.

Background: BRICS added a dedicated Culture track relatively recently in its institutional evolution, reflecting a broader trend among
multilateral groupings (G20's Culture Working Group, UNESCO's own creative-economy agenda) to treat cultural and creative industries as
a legitimate economic and diplomatic domain, not merely a ceremonial add-on. India's choice of Bhopal — a city layered with Gond tribal
heritage, Islamic-era architecture, and modern industrial history — is itself a soft-power statement about the diversity within India's own

cultural fabric that it wishes to showcase to BRICS partners.

# KEY FACTS
e Opened 5 August 2026 at the Kushabhau Thakre Convention Centre, Bhopal; runs to 8 August.
e This is the 3rd BRICS Culture Working Group Summit.

e Held under India's 2026 BRICS presidency.
e Focus areas: creative economy, Al in culture, heritage protection, culture-climate linkages.

e Hosted by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

e Formatincludes bilateral meetings and formal plenary sessions across the multi-day summit.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Creative economy as development strategy. Framing culture within an economic lens (creative economy, not just heritage
preservation) aligns with global recognition that cultural and creative industries are a significant, under-measured contributor to GDP
and employment, particularly for youth.

e Al-culture intersection. Discussing Al's role in cultural production raises live governance questions — copyright over Al-generated
cultural content, protecting traditional cultural expressions from unauthorised Al training — that are only beginning to be addressed

multilaterally.




e Culture-climate linkage. Framing heritage and culture within climate discussions (e.g., climate-resilient conservation of built heritage,

indigenous ecological knowledge) is a newer, GS3-adjacent angle worth noting for cross-cutting Mains answers.

e City-as-message diplomacy. Hosting in Bhopal rather than a metro capital lets India project a more textured, non-metro cultural

narrative to BRICS partners — a soft-power choice worth flagging alongside the summit's substantive agenda.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Pair the two BRICS 2026 India-hosted tracks by city: — Education in Bhubaneswar,

Culture in Bhopal, both under India's same 2026 chairship calendar.

7 PYQ LINKAGE

GS12021: "Discuss the importance of the accessibility to Public Spaces of Worship for women in the light of the ongoing debates"
(heritage/culture-policy framing) - GS2 recurring: BRICS cooperation tracks, India's presidency diplomacy, cultural soft power.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. The 3rd BRICS Culture Working Group Summit (2026) is being hosted in which city?
(a) Bhubaneswar (b) Bhopal (c) Varanasi (d) Chennai

Answer: (b) Bhopal.

GS2 BRICS Culture Track India Presidency 2026 Creative Economy Soft Power

Two simultaneous BRICS tracks under one Indian presidency calendar is exactly the kind of multi-thread diplomacy

ANTIM 2027 maps out systematically so nothing gets confused come exam day. theiasakademia.com

Test conducted 6 e DRDO, Strategic Forces Command

Agni-4 Confirmed: DRDO and Strategic Forces Command Validate the Missile Behind Wednesday's
Odisha NOTAM

Why in News: The Ministry of Defence confirmed on 6 August 2026 that DRDO and the Strategic Forces Command (SFC) successfully test-
fired the Agni-4 medium-range ballistic missile from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha, validating all operational and
technical parameters. This resolves the uncertainty flagged in the previous edition, when a 2,530-km Indian Ocean NOTAM had been issued
for the trial without official confirmation of which missile system was involved — speculation at the time ranged as far as an unconfirmed
Agni-6/K-4 test.

Background: Agni-4 is a two-stage, solid-fuelled medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM) developed under DRDO's post-IGMDP strategic
missile programme, first tested in 2011 and progressively refined since, sitting in the Agni family between the shorter-range Agni-1/l and the
longer-range Agni-V intercontinental-class system. Periodic "user trials" of already-inducted systems like Agni-4 — as opposed to first-time
developmental tests — serve to validate operational readiness and are typically conducted by the Strategic Forces Command itself rather

than DRDO alone, signalling the missile's mature, in-service status within India's nuclear deterrent triad.

¢ KEY FACTS
e Test conducted 6 August 2026 from the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, Odisha.
e Missile: Agni-4, a two-stage solid-fuelled medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM).
e Range: approximately 4,000 km; payload capacity: up to 1,000 kg (nuclear or conventional).

e Length ~20 metres; launch weight approximately 17,000 kg.




e Guidance: Ring Laser Gyro-based Inertial Navigation System (RINS) with a redundant Micro Inertial Navigation System (MINGS).
e Conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command (SFC) — a user/readiness trial, not a first-time development test.

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated DRDO and SFC on the successful firing.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e Readiness over novelty. As a user trial of an already-inducted system, this test is about proving continued operational reliability
across India's deployed deterrent — a distinct and equally important category from headline-grabbing new-system tests.

e Credible minimum deterrence in practice. Regular SFC-led validation trials are the concrete mechanism by which India's "credible
minimum deterrence" and No First Use doctrine remain credible — declared doctrine is only as strong as demonstrated, current
delivery-system reliability.

e Information discipline lesson. The gap between Wednesday's uncertain NOTAM-only reporting and today's confirmed identity is a
useful illustration of the correct sequence for defence reporting — report the verified fact first, resist speculation, then update once
officially confirmed.

¢ Indigenous missile ecosystem maturity. Agni-4's guidance stack (RINS+MINGS) reflects deep, multi-decade indigenous investment in

inertial navigation and propulsion — a solid GS3 example of sustained defence R&D outlasting any single test headline.

) MEMORY TECHNIQUE — RETURNING TOPIC

Previously covered: 6 Aug 2026 — NOTAM reported, missile identity NOT confirmed

What's new today: MoD/DRDO/SFC confirm the system as Agni-4, with full specifications

UPSC relevance shift: From a bare test-window fact to a complete, citable missile-systems entry

T PYQ LINKAGE

[E-)

GS32020: "What is the state of the North Korean nuclear threat? Comment on the American strategy to counter the North Korean nuclear

threat" (deterrence-framing analogy) - GS3 recurring: Agni missile series, DRDO indigenisation, Strategic Forces Command.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Agni-4 missile:

1. Itis a two-stage, solid-fuelled medium-range ballistic missile.
2. It has a range of approximately 4,000 km.

3. Its guidance relies solely on GPS-based satellite navigation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). Agni-4 uses an indigenous Ring Laser Gyro-based Inertial Navigation System, not GPS-dependent guidance.

GS3 Agni-4 Strategic Forces Command DRDO Deterrence

Resisting the pull of speculation until a fact is confirmed is itself an ethics-adjacent discipline — one EMP (Ethics &
Moral Philosophy) trains directly for GS4 case analysis. theiasakademia.com

§5 - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

E Digital Public Infrastructure - Health-Tech Milestone reported August 2026 - Source: PIB / Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, National Health Authority

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Crosses 9oo Million ABHA Accounts — India's Digital Health

Backbone Matures



Why in News: The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) has crossed over 900 million Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA)
registrations, up from roughly 14.7 crore in 2021, with more than 100 crore linked health records now digitised — making it one of the
largest digital health identity systems in the world. The National Health Authority also reports over 1.80 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs

operational nationwide, delivering more than 42.6 crore teleconsultations to date.

Background: ABDM was launched nationally in September 2021, building on pilots in six Union Territories, as the health-sector pillar of
India's broader Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) strategy — following the same "consent-based, federated" architecture as Aadhaar and
UPI rather than a single centralised database. Its core components are the ABHA ID (a voluntary, portable health identity number), the
Healthcare Professionals Registry, the Health Facility Registry, and interoperable Health Information Exchange consent managers that let

patients control which providers can access their digital health records.

# KEY FACTS
e ABHA accounts have grown from ~14.7 crore (2021) to over 900 million (2026).
e More than 100 crore linked digital health records now exist under ABDM.
e Over 1.80 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs operational, delivering 42.6+ crore teleconsultations.
e ABDM launched nationally in September 2021, under the National Health Authority.
e Core architecture: ABHA ID, Healthcare Professionals Registry, Health Facility Registry, Health Information Exchange consent
managers.
e Follows the same federated, consent-based DPI model as Aadhaar and UPI, not a centralised database.

e PM-JAY allocation raised to ¥9,500 crore in BE 2026-27, a 5.56% rise over FY26 revised estimates.

@& MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

e DPI model extended to health. ABDM demonstrates India's "India Stack" approach — identity, payments, now health — as a
repeatable template for digitising public services at population scale without a single centralised data silo.

e Health data privacy stakes. A system holding 100+ crore linked health records for 900 million citizens raises the highest-stakes data-
protection questions in the DPI ecosystem, directly engaging the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023's "sensitive personal data"
concerns even though health data isn't a separately defined category under that Act.

e Access versus quality gap. Scale of registration (accounts, records) does not automatically mean improved health outcomes — the
harder metric is whether ABDM's interoperability is actually improving continuity of care and reducing diagnostic duplication, which
coverage numbers alone cannot show.

¢ Rural-urban and digital-literacy divide. Ayushman Arogya Mandirs' teleconsultation volumes are a proxy for last-mile digital health
delivery reach, but the digital-literacy gap remains the binding constraint on whether ABHA IDs translate into genuine self-managed

health records for less digitally-literate citizens.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Chain the DPI trio: — same federated, consent-first architecture philosophy,

three different domains of India Stack.

[l PYQ LINKAGE
GS2 2023: "Discuss the desirability of a Uniform Health Data framework given India's federal health governance structure" (adapted framing) -

GS2 recurring: Digital Public Infrastructure, Ayushman Bharat, health governance and data protection.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM):

1. It was launched nationally in September 2021.
2. It maintains a single centralised database of all citizens' health records.
3. The ABHA ID is a voluntary, portable health identity number.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (c). ABDM follows a federated, consent-based model, not a single centralised database.



GS2 ABDM Digital Public Infrastructure ABHA Ayushman Bharat

E Space Policy - NewSpace Ecosystem Grand Finale 6-7 August 2026 - Source: ISRO / IN-SPACe

Bharatiya Antariksh Hackathon 2026 Grand Finale Spotlights India's Growing NewSpace Start-Up
Architecture

Why in News: ISRO's third annual Bharatiya Antariksh Hackathon held its 30-hour live Grand Finale on 6-7 August 2026, with student teams
from across India tackling real-world problems in satellite imagery, climate modelling, lunar exploration and space operations, mentored
directly by ISRO scientists. The event is best read not as a standalone competition but as one visible node of the institutional architecture
India has built over the past five years to draw private and citizen talent into its space programme — anchored by IN-SPACe (the Indian

National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre) and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL).

Background: India's space sector was substantially opened to private participation through the 2020 space-sector reforms, which created
IN-SPACe as the single-window regulator and promoter for private space activities, alongside NSIL as ISRO's commercial arm for
transferring technology and enabling private manufacture of launch vehicles and satellites. The Indian Space Policy, 2023 further clarified
roles between ISRO (research and development), IN-SPACe (regulation and promotion), NSIL (commercialisation) and private industry
(operations), while 100% FDI was permitted in satellite manufacturing and up to 74% in satellite-based communication services, part of a
deliberate strategy to grow India's space economy from roughly 2% to a targeted much larger share of the global space market by 2033.

KEY FACTS

e Grand Finale held 6-7 August 2026, a 30-hour live format, organised by ISRO with Hack2skill.

e Challenge areas: Al/ML, satellite imagery, climate modelling, agriculture, lunar exploration, exoplanet detection, space

operations.
e Space-sector reforms of 2020 created IN-SPACe (single-window regulator/promoter) and empowered NSIL (ISRO's commercial arm).
¢ Indian Space Policy, 2023 formally divided roles: ISRO (R&D), IN-SPACe (regulation), NSIL (commercialisation), industry (operations).
e FDI norms: 100% in satellite manufacturing/components; up to 74% in satellite-based communication services.

e India's space start-up count has grown from a handful in 2020 to 200+ registered space-tech start-ups by 2026.

@& MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS

¢ Talent pipeline as policy instrument. Hackathons like this function as an early-stage talent-identification and mentorship funnel
feeding into the same private space ecosystem that IN-SPACe was created to regulate — converting institutional policy into a visible,
participatory event.

e From ISRO monopoly to plural ecosystem. The shift from ISRO as sole space actor to a four-way ISRO/IN-SPACe/NSIL/private-
industry architecture is one of the most significant institutional reforms in Indian science policy of the past decade, comparable in

structure to telecom or civil-aviation liberalisation.

¢ Global space-economy ambition. India's stated goal of capturing a much larger share of the global space economy by 2033 depends
on translating regulatory liberalisation and hackathon-stage talent into commercially viable launch and satellite businesses — the gap

between policy intent and market outcomes remains the key implementation risk.
e Student innovation versus deep-tech capital. Hackathon-stage ideas require patient, capital-intensive follow-through (testing,

certification, launch access) that most student teams cannot self-fund — highlighting why IN-SPACe's promotional and NSIL's
commercial-access roles matter more than the competition format itself.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Split the four roles cleanly: One four-word role each — the exact

division the 2023 Space Policy formalised.

E PYQ LINKAGE

GS32019: "What is India's plan to have its own space station and how will it benefit our space programme?" (space-policy framing) - GS3

recurring: IN-SPACe, NSIL, Indian Space Policy 2023, private participation in strategic sectors.



@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding India's space-sector institutional architecture:

1. IN-SPACe functions as a single-window regulator and promoter for private space activities.
2. NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) is ISRO's commercial arm.
3.100% FDI is permitted in satellite-based communication services.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). FDI in satellite-based communication services is capped at 74%, not 100%.

GS3 IN-SPACe NSIL Indian Space Policy 2023 NewSpace

Two Digital-India-adjacent stories in one edition — health-tech and space-tech alike reward students who can map
policy architecture, not just scheme names. LAKSHYAM AIR1 drills exactly this kind of structural mapping. theiasakademia.com

§6 - ECONOMY

E Circular Economy - Renewable Energy Cabinet approval 2026 - Source: PIB / Cabinet decisions

Cabinet Approves 323,731 Crore GOBARdhan Scheme — India's National Unified Push for Compressed
Biogas

Why in News: The Union Cabinet on 6 August 2026 approved GOBARdhan, India's National Unified Scheme for Compressed Biogas (CBG),
with an outlay of 223,731 crore to be implemented from 2026-27 to 2035-36. The scheme aims to grow India's domestic CBG production
nearly ten-fold, mobilise large-scale private investment, and establish a circular bioeconomy that converts agricultural residue, cattle dung,

press mud and municipal organic waste into clean fuel and organic manure.

Background: "GOBARdhan" (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) began in 2018 as a scheme focused on converting cattle dung
and farm waste into biogas and manure at the village level under the Swachh Bharat Mission umbrella; today's approval consolidates and
substantially scales up that early initiative and several overlapping CBG-support schemes into one unified national programme with a
dedicated pricing and investment framework — mirroring the same "unify and scale" pattern seen in India's approach to solar and EV

incentives over the past decade.

¢ KEY FACTS
e Cabinet approval: 6 August 2026; outlay ¥23,731 crore; tenure 2026-27 to 2035-36.
e Goal: increase domestic CBG production nearly 10-fold.

e Sixnamed "growth engines": assured CBG offtake, stable pricing framework, capital assistance, pipeline infrastructure, credit

guarantee support, CBG ecosystem challenge fund.
e Administered CBG price set at 2,110 per MMBtu, providing long-term revenue visibility to producers.
e Feedstock: agricultural residue, cattle dung, press mud, municipal organic waste and other biomass.
e Traces its origin to the 2018 GOBARdhan initiative under the Swachh Bharat Mission umbrella.

e OQutput: converts waste into clean fuel (CBG) and organic manure simultaneously.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS
e Circular economy at scale. Treating waste as a resource input (rather than a disposal problem) across agriculture, livestock and
municipal streams simultaneously is a genuinely integrated circular-economy design, distinct from single-stream waste schemes.

e De-risking investment via price assurance. The administered CBG price and assured-offtake mechanism directly address the private-
investment hesitancy that held back CBG capacity in the scheme's earlier, less structured phase — a template comparable to solar tariff

guarantees.




e Ruralincome and energy security dual benefit. Farmers and panchayats supplying feedstock gain a new income stream while India
reduces LPG/CNG import dependence — a rare policy that simultaneously advances rural livelihoods and energy security.

e Feedstock logistics as the binding constraint. Aggregating dispersed agricultural and municipal waste into viable CBG-plant
feedstock volumes is a logistics and last-mile-collection challenge that outlay alone cannot solve — pipeline infrastructure investment

will be the real test of the ten-fold target.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember the acronym build: — literally "wealth from organic bio-

agro resources," which is exactly the circular-economy logic of the scheme.

7 PYQ LINKAGE

s

GS32018: "Craft a National Water Policy for India, spelling out the sources to be tapped..." (integrated-resource-scheme framing) - GS3

recurring: circular economy, renewable/bioenergy schemes, rural livelihoods and waste management.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding the GOBARdhan scheme (2026):

1. It has an outlay of 223,731 crore for the period 2026-27 to 2035-36.
2. It sets an administered price for compressed biogas.
3. It excludes municipal organic waste as an eligible feedstock.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: (a). Municipal organic waste is explicitly included as an eligible feedstock, not excluded.

GS3 GOBARdhan Circular Economy Compressed Biogas Renewable Energy

E External Sector - Reserve Adequacy s of 31 July 2026, reported 1-5 August 2026 - Source: Reserve Bank of India

India's Forex Reserves Climb to Near Three-Month High of $692.9 Billion on Biggest Weekly Jump in
Six Months

Why in News: Reserve Bank of India data released in early August shows India's foreign exchange reserves rose to $692.9 billion as of 31
July 2026, up nearly $10.5 billion in a single week — the sharpest weekly gain since the week ended 30 January 2026. RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra reiterated that reserve adequacy remains robust, citing import cover of over 10 months and external debt cover of 90.8%, with

analysts expecting the headline figure to cross $700 billion in the coming weeks on continued FCNR(B) deposit inflows.

Background: India's forex reserves comprise foreign currency assets, gold holdings, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and India's Reserve
Tranche Position with the IMF, managed by the RBI under its reserve-management mandate to maintain currency stability and meet
external payment obligations. Reserve adequacy is conventionally assessed not by the absolute dollar figure alone but by ratios such as
import cover (months of imports the reserves could finance) and external debt cover — metrics the RBI has increasingly emphasised since

global bouts of currency volatility linked to the ongoing West Asia conflict and oil-price swings through 2026.

KEY FACTS

e Reserves: $692.9 billion as of 31 July 2026 — a near three-month high.

e Weekly jump: nearly $10.5 billion, the largest since the week ended 30 January 2026.

e Import cover: over 10 months; external debt cover: 90.8% (RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra).

e Analysts expect reserves to cross $700 billion in coming weeks, driven by FCNR(B) deposit inflows.

e Reserves comprise foreign currency assets, gold, SDRs, and India's IMF Reserve Tranche Position.

e Volatility driver cited: oil-price swings linked to the ongoing West Asia conflict.

@ MAINS DIMENSIONS / ANALYSIS




e Beyond the headline number. Arising dollar figure alone is a weak adequacy indicator; import cover and external debt cover are the
metrics that actually determine an economy's resilience to a sudden-stop or currency-crisis scenario — an important distinction for any
answer using reserves data.

o External buffer amid geopolitical risk. Building reserves precisely while global oil markets remain volatile is a textbook
precautionary-reserve strategy, giving the RBI more room to intervene in the rupee market without depleting the buffer to unsafe
levels.

e FCNR(B) inflows as a policy lever. Reliance on NRI deposit schemes like FCNR(B) to boost reserves shows how monetary and
diaspora-facing policy tools interact — a useful cross-cutting economy/external-sector linkage.

e Opportunity cost of large reserves. Very large reserve holdings carry a standard trade-off — sterilisation costs and foregone domestic

investment returns — worth flagging for balance in any answer that treats "bigger reserves" as an unambiguous good.

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Two numbers to lock: — the two adequacy ratios that matter far more than the headline

$692.9 billion figure itself.

PYQ LINKAGE

GS32015: "How would the recent phenomena of protectionism and currency manipulations in world trade affect macroeconomic stability of
India?" (external-sector framing) - GS3 recurring: forex reserves, RBI reserve management, external-sector resilience indicators.

@ PROBABLE PRELIMS MCQ (STATEMENT-BASED)
Q. Consider the following statements regarding India's foreign exchange reserves:

1. They include India's Reserve Tranche Position with the IMF.
2. Import cover measures the number of months of imports the reserves could finance.
3. As of end-July 2026, reserves had already crossed $700 billion.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3
Answer: (a). Reserves stood at $692.9 billion as of 31 July 2026 — not yet crossed $700 billion.

GS3 Forex Reserves RBI Reserve Adequacy External Sector

A circular-economy scheme and an external-sector data release in one section — exactly the GS3 breadth NEEB 300+
Live PYQ Writing conditions you to handle within a single answer-writing session. theiasakademia.com
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