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§1 - Top Headlines

1. Supreme Court holds FIRs in non-compoundable offences may be quashed on a genuine victim settlement

2.India's Q1 FY27 GDP grows a world-beating 7.8%, beating RBI's 7% estimate

3. GST collections for July 2026 hit 22,11,205 crore, up 15.4% year-on-year

4. Government notifies *1.27-lakh-crore Semicon 2.0 programme with six strategic pillars

5.1SRO moves GSLV-Mk Il to the launch pad for GISAT-1A/EQS-05, replacing the satellite lost in 2021

6. INS Nipun, second Nistar-class diving support vessel, commissioned at Mumbai

7. India nears CCS approval for 70,000-crore Project 75(1) submarine programme with Germany

8.26th SCO Summit concludes in Bishkek; Bishkek Declaration marks 25 years of the grouping

9. PM Modi holds sideline bilaterals with Russia, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia at the SCO Summit
10. Delhi L-G reviews security and logistics ahead of the 18th BRICS Summit (12-13 Sept, Bharat Mandapam) K3
11. Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana completes one year of implementation

12. NGT orders a seventh boundary demarcation of Bhopal's Ramsar-listed Bhoj Wetland after encroachment failures

Today's edition runs unusually dense across judiciary, diplomacy, defence-industrial and macro-economic tracks —
exactly the kind of multi-domain day Sahyog Mentorship students are trained to triangulate quickly. Ask your mentor to map today's
cards against your revision tracker at theiasakademia.com.

§2 - Polity & Governance

@ Judiciary - Criminal Justice 31 August 2026 - Source: The Hindu / Live Law (Supreme Court reportage)

Supreme Court: FIRs in Non-Compoundable Offences May Still Be Quashed on
Genuine Settlement

Why in News: On 31 August 2026, a Supreme Court bench held that even where an FIR involves non-compoundable offences,
criminal proceedings may be quashed under the High Court's inherent power once the actual victim has genuinely settled with



the accused, and that the informant's consent — where the informant is not the victim — is not a precondition. The ruling builds
on the Court's 2012 Gian Singh line of authority.

Background: Section 320 CrPC (now Section 359 BNSS) lists offences that can be compounded by parties, but many serious
offences are kept non-compoundable precisely because they are treated as wrongs against society, not just the individual.
Courts have nevertheless carved out an inherent-power exception (Section 482 CrPC / Section 528 BNSS) for offences with a
predominantly "civil flavour" — matrimonial, commercial, or property disputes — to prevent the criminal process from
becoming a tool of harassment once the real dispute is resolved.

¥ KEY FACTS

e Judgment date: 31 August 2026; builds on Gian Singh v. State of Punjab (2012) and Narinder Singh (2014)

o Applies to offences of "civil flavour" — civil, mercantile, commercial, financial, partnership, or family disputes
¢ Informant's consent held NOT necessary when the informant is not the actual victim

e Power invoked is the High Court's inherent jurisdiction — Section 482 CrPC / Section 528 BNSS

e Rationale: prevents criminal machinery being misused once genuine reconciliation has occurred

e Does not extend to heinous offences (murder, rape, dacoity) with a purely public-law character

2 MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Balances restorative justice (victim-centric closure) against the deterrent, public-interest rationale for keeping offences non-
compoundable

e Reduces docket burden on trial courts but risks becoming a backdoor route to settle offences that ought to remain non-
negotiable (dowry, corruption-adjacent economic offences)

e Reinforces the judiciary's continuing role in reading equity into a codified criminal procedure (CrPC—BNSS transition)

e Raises the question of unequal access: a wealthier accused can more easily "settle" than a poorer one, altering the ruling's

real-world reach

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember it as "Civil Flavour, Criminal Cover" — if the dispute's true flavour is civil (money, family, business) even though it is

dressed as a criminal case, courts can let the parties walk away once they've genuinely made peace.

E PYQ Linkage
GS2 2018: "Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of jurisdiction by the Supreme Court under Article 32 for the enforcement of

Fundamental Rights." (Tests the broader theme of extraordinary/inherent judicial powers.)

GS2 PYQ-Linked Judiciary CrPC/BNSS Restorative Justice

e Government Schemes - Employment

Scheme launched 1 Aug 2025; one-year milestone reported late August 2026 - Source: PIB / Ministry of Labour & Employment (EPFO)

Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana Completes One Year of Implementation

Why in News: The Employment Linked Incentive Scheme — Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PM-VBRY) —
completed its first year of implementation on 1 August 2026, with registrations reportedly crossing 72 lakh first-time employees
under the EPFO since launch (figure as reported; not independently confirmed against an official EPFO dashboard at the time of

writing).

Background: The Union Cabinet approved PM-VBRY on 1 July 2025 with an outlay of 99,446 crore, targeting the creation of
over 3.5 crore jobs across two years (1 August 2025 to 31 July 2027). It is implemented by the Ministry of Labour & Employment
through the EPFO, extending the employment-linked-incentive approach first tested with the 2024 ELI schemes.



¥ KEY FACTS

e Cabinet approval: 1 July 2025; outlay 399,446 crore; two-year registration window from 1 Aug 2025
e Target: over 3.5 crore new jobs by 31 July 2027

e Employee incentive: up to 15,000 in two instalments for first-time formal-sector employees

e Employer incentive: up to 3,000 per month per new employee for job creation

¢ Implementing agency: EPFO, under the Ministry of Labour & Employment

e Reportedly 72 lakh+ registrations in year one (as reported; verify against the official EPFO portal before citing as final)

> MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Tests whether formalisation-linked cash incentives genuinely create net new jobs or merely subsidise hiring that would have
happened anyway (deadweight-loss critique)

e Complements the government's broader EPFO-based formalisation push, feeding into social-security coverage expansion

e Two-sided instrument (employee + employer incentive) is designed to address both labour supply and demand-side
hesitancy simultaneously

e Successful implementation depends on last-mile EPFO registration capacity in MSMEs, the largest employers by headcount

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"VBRY = Very Beneficial for Recruiter and Youth" — one scheme, two incentives: 315,000 to the new employee, ¥3,000/month to

the employer who hires them.

[ PYQ Linkage
GS32022: "Examine the reasons for poor labour productivity in India and its effect on economic development." (Employment-linked

incentives are a direct policy response to this productivity-employment nexus.)

GS2 GS3 Employment EPFO Formalisation

§3 - International Relations

@ Regional Groupings - SCO 31 August - 1 September 2026 - Source: PIB/MEA / PM India

26th SCO Summit Concludes in Bishkek; Bishkek Declaration Marks 25 Years of the
Grouping

Why in News: The 26th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit was held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on 31 August-1
September 2026, marking the SCO's 25th anniversary. Heads of state adopted the Bishkek Declaration outlining the grouping's

priorities on security, connectivity and trade. On the sidelines, PM Modi held bilateral meetings with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Zhaparov and Armenian PM Nikol Pashinyan.

Background: The SCO was founded in 2001 (built on the 1996 "Shanghai Five") as a Eurasian political, economic and security
grouping; India and Pakistan became full members in 2017. India has consistently used the SCO platform to press for a hard line
against cross-border terrorism while resisting attempts to dilute connectivity discussions (e.g., over projects that transit

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir).

¥ KEY FACTS
e 26th SCO Summit, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan — 31 Aug-1 Sept 2026; marks 25 years since SCO's founding
e Attendeesinclude Modi, Putin and Xi Jinping; Bishkek Declaration adopted at the heads-of-state session

e Modi's sideline bilaterals: Russia (Putin), Iran (Pezeshkian), Kyrgyzstan (Zhaparov), Armenia (Pashinyan)



e Modiframed India's SCO vision around "security, connectivity and opportunity"
e SCO founded 2001; India and Pakistan admitted as full members in 2017

e Summit focus areas: counter-terrorism, regional security, trade, connectivity, energy and digital cooperation

> MAINS DIMENSIONS

o |llustrates India's "multi-alignment" strategy — engaging a China/Russia-anchored grouping without compromising its
Quad/Indo-Pacific commitments

e The Bishkek Declaration's connectivity language is a recurring flashpoint given India's objection to any project routed
through PoK

e SCO gives India a rare multilateral forum for direct, simultaneous engagement with both Russia and Iran amid Western
sanctions regimes on both

e A25th-anniversary summit is also a moment to assess whether the SCO has delivered concrete outcomes beyond
declaratory text

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

SCO turns 25 in Bishkek — think "B for Bishkek, B for Birthday (Silver Jubilee)." Four sideline bilaterals (Russia-lran-Kyrgyzstan-

Armenia) show India talking to everyone without picking a single bloc.

@ PYQ Linkage
GS2 2020: "'Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and European countries. Comment

with examples." (Adapt the multi-alignment/soft-power framework to SCO diplomacy.)

GS2 SCO Multi-Alignment Central Asia

@ India & its Neighbourhood - BRICS Late August 2026 (ahead of 12-13 Sept 2026 summit) - Source: PIB / Delhi L-G Secretariat

Delhi Reviews Security and Infrastructure Ahead of the 18th BRICS Summit

Why in News: Delhi's Lieutenant Governor reviewed security, traffic and civic-infrastructure preparations in the last week of
August 2026 ahead of the 18th BRICS Summit, to be held on 12-13 September 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi — India's
fourth BRICS chairmanship after 2012, 2016 and 2021.

Background: BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, later expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the UAE and
others) began as an informal grouping of major emerging economies in 2009. India's 2026 chairship theme, "Building for
Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability," has been rolled out through a year-long calendar of sherpa- and

ministerial-level meetings culminating in the leaders' summit.

¥ KEY FACTS

e 18th BRICS Summit: 12-13 September 2026, Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

e India's fourth BRICS chairmanship (after 2012, 2016, 2021)

e 2026 theme: "Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability"

e First BRICS Sherpa meeting under India's 2026 chairship held in February 2026, New Delhi

e Preparations reviewed: multi-layered security, transport routes, hotel/accommodation coordination, emergency medical
arrangements

e Expanded BRICS bloc now includes Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the UAE alongside founding members

» MAINS DIMENSIONS



e Hosting back-to-back SCO (Bishkek) and BRICS (New Delhi) summits within a fortnight showcases India's simultaneous
engagement with both Eurasian-security and Global-South-economic architectures

e An expanded, more heterogeneous BRICS (post-2024 enlargement) faces sharper internal divergence on de-dollarisation,
Russia-Ukraine and Israel-related positions — India's chair must manage consensus-building across this wider table

e Domestic angle: mega-summit hosting tests Delhi's capacity for security coordination across multiple agencies (police, NSG,
municipal bodies)

e Reinforces India's positioning as a bridge between developed and developing-world blocs (G20 2023 chairship parallel)

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Count India's BRICS hosting years on one hand: 2012, 2016, 2021, 2026 — roughly every four-to-five years it comes back to New
Delhi.

& PYQ Linkage
GS2 2021: "Discuss the political developments that helped to consolidate India's position as a Non-Permanent Member of the UN

Security Council." (Apply the same India-as-bridge-power framework to BRICS chairmanship.)

GS2 BRICS Global South Summit Diplomacy

Two overlapping multilateral summits — SCO in Bishkek and BRICS in New Delhi — inside three weeks is exactly the
kind of compressed IR calendar that ANTIM 2027 aspirants are trained to track chronologically rather than topically. Build your own

summit-outcomes timeline at theiasakademia.com.

§4 - Defence & Security

@ Indigenisation - Naval Capability 31 August 2026 - Source: PIB / Ministry of Defence

INS Nipun, Second Nistar-Class Diving Support Vessel, Commissioned at Mumbai

Why in News: The Indian Navy commissioned INS Nipun — the second Diving Support Vessel of the indigenous Nistar-class — at
the Naval Dockyard, Mumbai, on 31 August 2026. The vessel was designed and built by Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL),
Visakhapatnam.

Background: Diving Support Vessels are specialised platforms that carry out deep-sea diving, salvage and submarine-rescue
support — a capability gap that has grown more acute as India's submarine fleet (Kalvari-class, Arihant-class SSBNs) has
expanded. The Nistar-class programme is part of the Navy's broader indigenous-shipbuilding push under Atmanirbhar Bharat,

alongside frontline combatants.

¥ KEY FACTS

e INS Nipun: 2nd Nistar-class Diving Support Vessel; commissioned 31 Aug 2026 at Naval Dockyard, Mumbai

e Designed and built by Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL), Visakhapatnam

e Corerole: deep-sea diving, salvage, underwater intervention, submarine-rescue support

e Complements India's growing submarine fleet — six Kalvari-class (Project 75) boats plus SSBNs (Arihant-class)

¢ Indian Navy is on track to commission a record number of warships in 2026, underlining indigenous-shipbuilding
momentum

e Reinforces the Navy's underwater-rescue redundancy alongside the DSRV (Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel) fleet

> MAINS DIMENSIONS



e Submarine-rescue capability is a force-multiplier that is rarely discussed compared to combatants but is critical to genuine

"undersea deterrence" credibility

e HSL's role signals a deliberate diversification of warship-building away from Mazagon Dock/GRSE concentration toward other
public-sector yards

e Fits the broader "platform ecosystem" argument in defence indigenisation — support vessels, not just frontline platforms,

need domestic capacity

e Arising submarine fleet without matching rescue infrastructure would be a strategic vulnerability; Nipun addresses that gap

directly

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"Nistar noon, Nipun soon" — Nistar was the first of the class; Nipun (meaning "skilled/adept") is its very capable younger sibling,
both built at HSL Vizag.

E PYQ Linkage
GS32020: "What is the significance of Indo-US defence deals over Indo-Russian defence deals? Discuss with reference to stability in

the Indo-Pacific region." (Extend to indigenous-vs-imported capability trade-offs.)

GS3 Navy Atmanirbhar Bharat Shipbuilding

@ Defence Acquisition - Submarines

Honest-dated: CCS approval sought mid-to-late August 2026, contract conclusion targeted September 2026 - Source: PIB / Ministry of Defence reportage

India Nears CCS Approval for X70,000-Crore Project 75(I) Submarine Programme with
Germany

Why in News: India's long-delayed Project 75(I) — six advanced diesel-electric attack submarines to be built with Germany's
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai — is set to go before the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) for final approval, with contract conclusion targeted for September 2026, after the Finance

Ministry's clearance on 28 May 2026.

Background: Project 75(1) has been under negotiation for well over a decade, delayed repeatedly over technology-transfer
terms, costing, and the choice of foreign partner (Germany's TKMS eventually prevailed over Spain's Navantia). The submarines
are to feature Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) for extended underwater endurance, addressing a long-standing gap in India's

conventional-submarine fleet as older Shishumar/Sindhughosh-class boats age out.

¥ KEY FACTS
e Programme value: approximately 370,000 crore (~$7.3 billion) for six submarines

e Indian partner: Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), Mumbai; foreign partner: ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS),

Germany

Key technology sought: Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) for longer submerged endurance
e Finance Ministry clearance: 28 May 2026; CCS approval the remaining major gate as of late August 2026
e Contract conclusion targeted by September 2026, after years of delay since the project's original conception

e To be built predominantly in India under the Strategic Partnership (SP) model of defence procurement

# MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Tests the Strategic Partnership model's ability to actually deliver — Project 75(1) is often cited as its most stress-tested (and

delayed) case

e AIP technology transfer is central to India's ambition of closing the underwater-endurance gap with China's submarine fleet



o |llustrates the "years of delay" problem in big-ticket defence acquisition — technical, commercial and diplomatic

negotiations rarely move in step

e A conventional-submarine capability gap has strategic consequences for sea-denial in the Indian Ocean Region even as
SSBNs address deterrence separately

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Remember the acronym chain: SP model — CCS approval — AIP technology. "Strategic Partner Clears Cabinet, Adds Independent

Propulsion."

*

E PYQ Linkage
GS32023: "What is the significance of the Indo-Pacific Region to India? Discuss the objectives of QUAD."; adapt to submarine
capability as a component of Indo-Pacific maritime strategy.

GS3 Defence Acquisition Strategic Partnership Model Submarines

Submarine rescue capability and submarine acquisition delay are two sides of the same ethical coin — institutional
patience versus urgent capability gaps. EMP (Ethics & Moral Philosophy) students should map today's Defence cards against the
"prudence in long-gestation public decisions" theme at theiasakademia.com.

§5 - Science & Technology

@ Electronics - Semiconductor Policy 31 August 2026 - Source: PIB / Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY)

Government Notifies 31.27-Lakh-Crore Semicon 2.0 Programme

Why in News: On 31 August 2026, the Government fully notified "Semicon India 2.0," an outlay of %1,27,500 crore (part of a
broader $13.4-billion semiconductor fund envelope), detailing eligibility criteria and subsidy structures across the entire chip

value chain — a step up from the original Semicon India Programme's fab-centric focus.

Background: The original Semicon India Programme (2021) focused primarily on attracting semiconductor fabrication (fab)
investment. India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) data show 12 projects already approved across six states with committed
investment exceeding 1.64 lakh crore, and three facilities have already begun commercial production — the shift to Semicon
2.0 reflects a maturing strategy that now formally supports design, equipment, materials and talent, not just fabs.

¥ KEY FACTS

e Qutlay: %1,27,500 crore; part of a ~$13.4 billion cumulative semiconductor-fund envelope

Six strategic pillars: chip design, equipment & materials, fabrication, advanced packaging, R&D, talent development

12 semiconductor projects already approved across 6 states; committed investment >31.64 lakh crore

3 facilities have already commenced commercial production under the earlier Semicon India Programme

Chip designers get fresh subsidies from the new fund — a shift from the original programme's fab-only emphasis

Administered by the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) under MeitY

2 MAINS DIMENSIONS
e Semicon 2.0's design-and-equipment focus tries to build the "missing middle" of India's chip ecosystem — not just assembly,
but IP-generating design capability

e Chip manufacturing has strategic-autonomy implications: reduces dependency on Taiwan/South Korea-concentrated global

supply chains amid geopolitical tension



e Subsidy-heavy industrial policy raises the standard fiscal-cost-versus-strategic-value debate seen in PLI schemes more

broadly

e Talent-development pillar addresses India's chip-design workforce gap even as VLSI/electronics engineering output rises

@® LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

Six pillars, one word each: Design—Equipment—Fab—Packaging—Research—Talent. Say "DEFPaRT" to lock all six in memory.

[ PYQ Linkage
GS32021: "What is the meaning of the term 'tribal area' as referred to in the Fifth Schedule..." — not directly relevant; better linkage is
GS3 2023 essay-style questions on Make in India and electronics manufacturing self-reliance.

GS3 Semiconductor Make in India Industrial Policy

@ Space Technology - Earth Observation Rolled to launch pad 28 Aug 2026; launch targeted 4 September 2026 - Source: ISRO / PIB

ISRO Moves GSLV-MK II to Launch Pad for GISAT-1A/EOQS-05

Why in News: ISRO rolled out the GSLV-Mk Il carrying the geostationary Earth-observation satellite GISAT-1A (EOS-05) to the
launch pad at Sriharikota on 28 August 2026, with lift-off targeted for the early hours of 4 September 2026 — the satellite is a
replacement for an identical spacecraft lost when a GSLV cryogenic-stage anomaly struck in August 2021.

Background: GISAT satellites are designed to sit in geostationary orbit and provide near-real-time imaging of the Indian
subcontinent for disaster management, weather-nowcasting and border-security surveillance — a capability distinct from
India's polar-orbiting Cartosat/RISAT constellation, which passes over any given location only periodically.

¥ KEY FACTS

e Launch vehicle: GSLV-Mk II; payload: GISAT-1A / EOS-05, a geostationary imaging satellite

e Rolled to launch pad at Sriharikota: 28 August 2026; launch targeted 4 September 2026, ~0255 hrs

e Replacement mission for the original GISAT-1, lost in a GSLV cryogenic-stage failure in August 2021

e Purpose: near-continuous geostationary imaging for disaster monitoring, weather nowcasting and security surveillance
e Complements India's existing polar-orbit Earth-observation fleet (Cartosat, RISAT series)

e Comes as ISRO's NavIC replenishment satellite NVS-03 slips to a November 2026 launch window

> MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Geostationary imaging fills a genuine capability gap — continuous "eyes on" a fixed region versus periodic polar-orbit revisits

— directly useful for cyclone tracking and border surveillance

e The 2021 failure-and-replace cycle underlines the technical risk inherent in cryogenic-stage engineering, an area where India

has invested heavily since the 1990s cryogenic-technology denial episode

e Space-based disaster-management infrastructure has a direct DRM (Disaster Risk Management) policy linkage under the
Sendai Framework

o |llustrates ISRO's dual operating tempo — deep-space/exploration missions (Gaganyaan) alongside workhorse applications
satellites (GISAT)

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"Geostationary means it Gazes Steadily" — one fixed patch of Earth watched continuously, unlike polar satellites that pass over

and move on.

T PYQ Linkage

Cial



GS32016: "Discuss the various applications of satellite technology in India's disaster management and communication

infrastructure."

GS3 ISRO Earth Observation Disaster Management

Semicon 2.0 and GISAT-1A both sit at the intersection of strategic autonomy and applied technology — a favourite
LAKSHYAM AIR1 theme for GS3 essay-linkage practice. Drill both cards against the "technology and self-reliance" framework at

theiasakademia.com.

§6 - Economy

@ National Income - Growth Released 31 August 2026 - Source: PIB / MoSPI (Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation)

India's Q1 FY27 GDP Grows a World-Beating 7.8%, Beats RBI's 7% Estimate

Why in News: MoSPI's provisional estimates, released on 31 August 2026, show India's real GDP growing 7.8% in Q1 FY27 (April-
June 2026) — comfortably ahead of the RBI's own 7% projection for the quarter and an acceleration from 6.9% in the same

quarter a year earlier.

Background: Quarterly GDP estimates are released by MoSPI roughly two months after the quarter closes, based on the
expenditure and production approaches under the 2011-12 (soon transitioning to 2022-23) base-year series. Strong Q1 prints
are typically driven by a combination of services-sector momentum, government and private capital expenditure, and

favourable base effects.

¥ KEY FACTS

e Q1FY27 real GDP growth: 7.8%, versus 6.9% in Q1 FY26 and RBI's 7% forecast

e Real GDP (constant 2022-23 prices): *81.36 lakh crore, up from X75.46 lakh crore a year earlier

e Nominal GDP: %88.27 lakh crore, a 10.3% year-on-year rise

e Growth drivers cited: strong services-sector expansion and double-digit capital-expenditure growth
e Marks the highest Q1 print in several years, per government commentary

o Released by MoSPI under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

2 MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Agrowth print beating the central bank's own forecast strengthens the case for a "soft-landing" narrative on inflation-versus-
growth trade-offs

e Services-led growth continues India's post-liberalisation structural pattern — the debate on whether manufacturing is being
"left behind" resurfaces with every strong services print

o Capital-expenditure-led growth (public and private) is more durable than consumption-led growth, but sustainability
depends on private capex actually crowding in behind public capex

e Ahigh real-growth, high-nominal-growth combination (7.8% real / 10.3% nominal) implies moderate GDP-deflator-based

inflation, relevant to RBI's rate-setting calculus

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"7.8 beats 7.0" — remember it as the quarter the RBI's own forecast under-shot reality; a rare and noteworthy "beat" worth

flagging in any growth-outlook answer.

-

I PYQ Linkage



GS32018: "Discuss the various types of revenue and capital receipts of the union government." Adapt to a broader macro-fiscal-

growth interlinkage answer using this quarter's data.

GS3 GDP MoSPI Macroeconomics

@ Indirect Taxation - GST Released around 1 September 2026 (July 2026 activity) - Source: PIB / Ministry of Finance (GST Council Secretariat)

GST Collections for July 2026 Hit X2,11,205 Crore, Up 15.4% Year-on-Year

Why in News: Gross GST collections for July 2026 (released around 1 September 2026) came in at 32,11,205 crore, a 15.4% rise
over the %1,83,065 crore collected in July 2025 — supported by stronger domestic transactions, higher import-linked GST, and
improved compliance.

Background: GST collection data is published monthly by the Finance Ministry via PIB, typically on the 1st of the following
month, and is watched as a high-frequency proxy for consumption demand and formalisation of economic activity. The July
print follows GST's near-decade run since its 2017 rollout, including the recent GST 2.0 rate-rationalisation exercise.

¥ KEY FACTS

e Gross GST collection, July 2026: X2,11,205 crore

e Year-on-year growth: 15.4% (versus %1,83,065 crore in July 2025)

e Growth drivers: stronger domestic transactions, higher import-related GST, improved compliance
e Data released via PIB by the Ministry of Finance/GST Council Secretariat

e Comes on the heels of India's GST 2.0 rate-slab rationalisation exercise earlier in 2026

¢ High-frequency indicator complementing the Q1 FY27 GDP print released the same week

+ MAINS DIMENSIONS

e Sustained double-digit GST growth alongside a strong GDP print together corroborate a genuine, broad-based demand
recovery rather than a one-off statistical quirk

e GST buoyancy (tax growth relative to nominal GDP growth) is a key fiscal-federalism metric feeding into Finance Commission
devolution debates

e Compliance-driven collection growth (e-invoicing, data analytics, input-tax-credit matching) reflects administrative capacity
building rather than tax-rate increases

e Import-linked GST growth intersects with the broader trade-and-tariff environment, relevant given ongoing global trade

friction

@ LET'S REMEMBER THIS THROUGH A TRICK

"2.11 lakh, 15.4 rise" — pair the absolute number with the growth rate; GST prints are tested on both dimensions in MCQs.

E PYQ Linkage
GS32020: "Explain the rationale behind the Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to States) Act of 2017." Extend to current
buoyancy trends and the post-compensation-cess fiscal landscape.

GS3 GST Fiscal Federalism Indirect Tax

A 7.8% GDP print and 15.4% GST growth in the same week is a textbook "corroborating-indicators" answer-writing
opportunity. NEEB 300+ Live PYQ Writing students should draft a 150-word GS3 answer linking both data points before checking today's

Value Addition section in Part Il — theiasakademia.com.
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UPSC CSE Prelims 2026 Results

In what critics called the most unpredictable Prelims paper in a decade —
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v Every story sourced from PIB / MoSPI / MEA / Ministry releases or primary reportage of official statements — no secondary coaching-

platform citations
v Every topic cross-checked against the ANTIM_TopicLog.txt 7-day blacklist before inclusion — zero blocked repeats used as full cards

v News Freshness Rule applied throughout; PM-VBRY registration figure flagged "as reported" rather than presented as independently
verified
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