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FORWARD

The “Way of the Cross” is so much a part of the life of
Jerusalem that without it, Jerusalem would be incomplete.
Centuries ago Christians congregated at those sites that had
been made holy by the presence of Jesus Christ. Around the
IVth century Egeria, the famous Spanish Pilgrim Lady, tells us
about the religious service of this type among them. By the end
of the days of the Crusaders already there was a well defined
route and in the XVI century it was known as the “Via
Dolorosa.”

In 1880 the Franciscan Friars in Jerusalem again took up
the custom of publicly walking and praying along the “Via
Crucis.” Everyone knows how the “Via Crucis.” begins with
the Condemnation of Jesus to death and ends with the
Resurrection. In Jerusalem the end takes place right at the
front of the empty Tomb where the Angel said: “He is not here!
He has arisen,”

Today every Friday afternoon at 3:00 (standard time) all the
people in the streets of Jerusalem can watch the procession of
brown robed Franciscan Friars with white cords, wend its way
through Jerusalem’s streets from the place where the Roman
fortress Antonia stood to Calvary. A packed crown of faithful
pilgrims follows prayerfully. They come to Jerusalem from all
parts of the world so they can “Celebrate the Memory of
Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection.”

Now the Franciscans make this booklet available for all
those who wish to “celebrate the Memory of the Passion,
Death and Resurrection” in whatever place they find
themselves. Here they will find the same biblical texts and
prayers, with photos of the actual sights and scenes in
Jerusalem itself, as the “Via dolorosa” is relived in the midst
of a crowd of people with divergent beliefs.

The Editorial Staff
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WAY OF THE CROSS

O Lord, grant that what we aspire to do may be
accomplished through your help. And may all our
prayers and deeds, having their beginning in you, also
be successful thorugh you. We pray through Christ our
Lord, Amen.

Jesus, too, in order to sanctify the people through His
own blood, endured His sufferings also outside city gate.
Let us also, now, go to Him outside the people’s camp
and there share in his degredation. For we have no
lasting city in this life and so we look for one in the life
to come. (Heb. 13, 12-14).

Let Us Pray

O Lord God, through the glorious passion of your Son,
you have pointed out the cross as the way to arrive at
glory. Kindly allow us, imbued with sentiments of
reverent devotion, to be united with Him on Calvary.
Bestow on us the grace to be united with Him also in
His final triumph.' Through Christ Our Lord. Amen
Miserere nostri, Domine. Miserere nostri.

At the Cross her station keeping,
Stood the mournful Mother weeping.
Close to Jesus to the last.
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I Here Jesus is

FIRST condemned to death
STATION

Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi. Quia per
sanctam crucem tuam redemisti mundum.

Then Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus

flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
(Matthew 27,26)

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. (Matthew 5,11)

Let us pray

O Lord, you know that because of our human weakness
we cannot resist the serious dangers we are exposed to,
so give us health of mind and body so that, with your
help we can overcome the temptations we suffer from
because of our sins.2 Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory.
Miserere, etc.

Through her heart, His sorrow sharing,
All His bitter arguish bearing,
Now at length the sword had passed.

Scanned with CamScanner




II Here Jesus

SECOND i i
STATION carries his cross

Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi. Quia per
sanctam crucem tuam redemisti mundum.

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own
cross, he went out to the Place of the Skull (which in
Aramaic is called Golgotha).

(John 19,17)

And anyone who does not take his cross and follow me
is not worthy of me. (Matthew 10, 39)

Let us pray

0O God, the strength of those who trust in You, mercifully
hear our prayers;and because without You our mortal
weakness is incapable of anything, grant us the help of
Your grace, that in fulfilling Your commandments, we
may please You both in will and in deed.’ Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary Glory.
Miserere, etc.

Oh how sad and sore distressed,
Now was she that Mother Blessed
Of the sole-begotten One.
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