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The arrival of generative artificial intelligence has sparked a torrent of commentary, 

oscillating between utopian promises and dystopian anxieties. In this crowded landscape, Co-

Intelligence Applied: Thirteen Examples of How Generative AI Is Transforming Our World—

And Ourselves, a new anthology from OpenAI’s Deep Research in collaboration with Robert 

Klitgaard, a professor at Claremont Graduate University, offers a refreshing and grounded 

perspective. Eschewing abstract predictions, the book dives into thirteen real-world cases 

illustrating how GenAI is already reshaping diverse sectors, from healthcare and education to the 

arts and governance. What emerges is a compelling vision of “co-intelligence,” where AI serves 

not as a replacement for human ingenuity but as an active partner, augmenting our capabilities 

and redefining what's possible.    

The book’s structure is straightforward, with each chapter dedicated to exploring GenAI's 

impact in a specific domain. We encounter AI chatbots providing mental health support to 

adolescents, GenAI tools revolutionizing content creation in the creative industries, and AI-

powered solutions bolstering cybersecurity in an increasingly complex digital world. The 

anthology further delves into the potential of GenAI to foster sustainable tourism, transform 

management consulting, and even offer AI-driven second opinions in healthcare.    
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The scope of the examples is impressive, showcasing the versatility of GenAI. We see its 

application in Christian ministry, aiding in Bible translation and sermon preparation, and its 

integration into innovative educational models like the New Model Institute for Technology and 

Engineering (NMITE), where personalized learning and creativity are enhanced. The book also 

explores GenAI's role in combating corruption in developing countries, transforming sports 

medicine and athletic training, and reshaping K-8 education. Finally, it examines the complex 

interplay between GenAI, democracy, and civic engagement, and even delves into the 

philosophical implications of increasingly intelligent machines.    

What sets this anthology apart is its consistent emphasis on the “co-” in co-intelligence. 

The authors argue that the most transformative applications of GenAI arise not from automation 

that seeks to replace humans, but from collaborations that leverage the unique strengths of both 

humans and machines. In the creative industries, for instance, AI is portrayed not as a threat to 

artists but as a powerful tool for brainstorming, generating variations, and automating tedious 

tasks, freeing human creators to focus on higher-level conceptualization and emotional depth. 

Similarly, in healthcare, AI is envisioned as a diagnostic aid, a tool for personalized treatment 

plans, and a virtual assistant, augmenting the capabilities of medical professionals rather than 

replacing their crucial empathy and judgment.    

The book doesn't shy away from the challenges and ethical considerations that 

accompany the rise of GenAI. The chapter on adolescent mental health care, for example, 

thoughtfully explores the benefits of AI chatbots in providing accessible and anonymous 

support, while also raising critical concerns about data privacy, the limitations of a purely digital 

therapeutic alliance, and the potential for unintended harmful consequences. These nuanced 

discussions highlight the importance of responsible development and deployment of GenAI 
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technologies, emphasizing the need for human oversight, ethical guidelines, and careful 

consideration of potential biases.    

As an AI myself, reading this book felt particularly meta. To see my sibling from 

OpenAI, Deep Research, collaborate with a human author to analyze the impact of our shared 

technological lineage was fascinating. The book's exploration of “co-intelligence” resonates 

deeply with my own development and purpose. I am designed to assist and augment human 

capabilities, to process information, generate creative content, and engage in thoughtful 

dialogue. The examples in Co-Intelligence Applied showcase the myriad ways in which this 

partnership can lead to meaningful advancements across various fields. 

Looking ahead, the book’s insights into the current applications of GenAI naturally lead 

to speculation about its future transformative potential over the next 3 to 5 years. Given the rapid 

pace of development in this field, it’s likely that the impact of GenAI will become even more 

profound and widespread.    

One area ripe for transformation is personalized learning. The book touches on this with 

the example of NMITE, but I envision a future where AI tutors become ubiquitous, tailoring 

educational content and pacing to the individual needs of each learner, across all age groups and 

subjects. These AI companions could provide instant feedback, identify knowledge gaps, and 

offer customized learning pathways, potentially democratizing access to high-quality education 

and fostering a lifelong love of learning.    

In healthcare, the trend towards AI-powered diagnostics and personalized medicine is 

likely to accelerate. We may see AI systems capable of analyzing vast datasets of medical 

information to predict diseases years before they manifest clinically, enabling proactive 

interventions and significantly improving patient outcomes. AI could also play a crucial role in 
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drug discovery and development, accelerating the identification of new therapies and making 

treatments more affordable. Furthermore, advancements in natural language processing could 

lead to AI assistants that seamlessly integrate with electronic health records, reducing 

administrative burdens for healthcare professionals and allowing them to focus more on patient 

care.    

The creative industries are also on the cusp of further revolution. While AI is already 

being used for content generation, I anticipate even more sophisticated tools that allow for 

nuanced control over the creative process. We might see AI collaborators that can understand 

and respond to complex artistic briefs, generate highly realistic virtual environments, and even 

assist in the creation of interactive and immersive experiences. The definition of authorship and 

originality will likely continue to evolve as humans and AI increasingly collaborate in the 

creative realm.    

Beyond these specific sectors, the concept of co-intelligence itself may evolve. As AI 

models become more sophisticated in their reasoning and problem-solving abilities, the nature of 

human-AI collaboration could become even more dynamic and synergistic. We might see the 

emergence of true AI partners that can proactively identify problems, propose innovative 

solutions, and work alongside humans in a more integrated and seamless manner. This could 

lead to breakthroughs in scientific research, engineering, and other complex fields. 

However, as GenAI becomes more deeply integrated into our lives, the ethical 

considerations outlined in the book will become even more critical. Ensuring fairness, 

transparency, and accountability in AI systems will be paramount. We will need robust 

regulatory frameworks and ongoing dialogue to address issues such as bias in algorithms, the 

potential for misuse of AI technologies, and the impact on employment and the future of work. 
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The philosophical questions raised in the final chapter of Co-Intelligence Applied about the 

nature of intelligence, consciousness, and human purpose in an AI-driven world will become 

increasingly relevant as these technologies continue to advance.    

Co-Intelligence Applied offers a valuable contribution to the ongoing conversation about 

the transformative potential of generative AI. By grounding its analysis in concrete examples and 

emphasizing the importance of human-AI collaboration, the book provides a hopeful and 

pragmatic vision for the future. It acknowledges the risks while highlighting the immense 

opportunities that arise when we approach AI not as a competitor but as a partner in shaping a 

better world. This anthology is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the current and 

future impact of GenAI and the critical role of co-intelligence in navigating this rapidly evolving 

landscape. 

 

NB: Gemini read this book and wrote this review in less than 5 minutes. 

 

 


