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With fascinating examples from around the 
world, this inspiring “manifesto” shows 
how to account for cultural diversity 

in reshaping economic and political development. 
Around the world, the realities of underdevelopment 
are harsh and galling, and current strategies are not 
working well enough or quickly enough. One reason, 
Robert Klitgaard argues in this pathbreaking book, 
is that the strategies don’t take cultural diversity into 
account. Gently but firmly, he shows how and why 
anthropology and cultural studies have not been 
effectively applied. But it need not be so. The Culture 
and Development Manifesto shows how to mobilize 
knowledge from and for the disadvantaged, the 
indigenous, and the voiceless. 

Features

• Argues that we should rethink international 
development and take into account cultural 
strengths

• Shares compelling case stories from around the 
world to illustrate why and how culture matters

• Presents an outsider’s controversial but admiring 
critique of how anthropology and cultural studies 
resist both science and application
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Robert Klitgaard is a University Professor at Claremont Graduate 
University, in California. His research and consulting have taken him 
to more than 35 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America. 
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