
Turning Challenges into Happiness 
 

“Life’s Swinging Hard, But I’m Swinging Harder!” – Mercy, The Ghost Inside 

Challenges and struggles, whether big or small, can serve as opportunities for personal growth, skill-building, 

and increased happiness. Even moments of failure can provide lessons and benefits that shape us into 

stronger, more resilient individuals. Let’s reflect on the challenges you’ve faced, recognize the gifts they have 

brought you, and consider how these experiences can positively influence your future. Challenges are not easy, 

but they are an inevitable part of life. By intentionally reflecting on what you have learned and gained, you can 

see them as stepping stones to greater happiness, meaning, and fulfillment. 

Step 1: Identifying Challenges 

Take a moment to reflect on both the BIG CHALLENGES you’ve faced and the SMALL DAILY 

STRUGGLES you encounter at work, home, and/or socially. Write them down in the table below. 

Include as many as you can think of, and feel free to focus on moments that stand out to you the most. 

Challenge or Struggle Where It Happened  
(Personal, Professional, Social, etc.) 

 

Example: Missed out on a job promotion Professional 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Step 2: Reflection on Growth and Lessons Learned 

For each challenge you listed in Step 1, answer the following reflection questions.  
Consider what you GAINED from the experience, even if it was difficult or involved failure. 
 
Reflection Questions: 

1. What skills or strengths did you develop as a result of this challenge?  
     (This doesn’t diminish that it might have been hard on you.) 
 

2. How did this experience help you grow as a person? (This might be hard to admit!) 

 
3. What important lessons did you learn? (We can learn from every experience…even difficult ones.) 
 

4. In what ways did this experience contribute to your current or future happiness?  
     (This is sometimes a tough ask if the challenge or struggle was emotionally draining.) 
 

(Repeat this for as many challenges as you feel comfortable exploring.) 
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Step 3: The Gifts of Challenges 

Positive psychology research highlights the concept of post-traumatic growth – the idea that 

struggles, even significant ones, can lead to meaningful development and a deeper sense of purpose 

and happiness. Challenges can offer unexpected gifts such as: 

• Improved resilience 

• Greater empathy and compassion 

• Stronger relationships 

• Increased gratitude for life 

• Greater confidence and self-efficacy 
 

Reflect on the challenges you’ve worked through and write a list of the “Gifts, Benefits, or Lessons” 

that have come from them. 

Perspective Shift Tip: Even small daily challenges can contribute to this list! Overcoming small struggles 

consistently builds resilience and problem-solving skills. 

Your Gifts, Benefits, and Lessons List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Step 4: Final Reflection: Gratitude for the Journey 

Challenges don’t only belong to the past; they will also arise in the future. However, you are better 

prepared to face these challenges because of the lessons, growth, and gifts you’ve already experienced. 

Take a moment to reflect on how challenges, even those that were painful or difficult, have shaped the 

person you are today. Write two short sentences of gratitude for the growth you’ve experienced. 

 

Example: “Without challenges, I wouldn’t be as strong or as prepared for what lies ahead.” 

 

Your 2 Short Gratitude Statements: 

 

1. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. ___________________________________________________________ 
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