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Friends, 

This past year you helped to raise wages, improve labor standards, and win other 

meaningful reforms benefiting millions of workers and their families. 

Thank you once again for your generosity and your commitment to low-wage workers. We 

are pleased to acknowledge you in our 2015 Honor Roll. We also would like to share 

our 2015 Annual Report, which details what your financial support has made possible. 

Your support of NELP achieved: 

 Historic minimum wage increases in states and cities across the country, ranging 

from $15 or more in three major cities to first-ever city-level minimum wages in 

states like Alabama, Kentucky, and Iowa; 

 Higher pay for tipped workers and a $15 minimum wage for fast-food workers in 

New York; 

 Expanded work opportunities for the formerly incarcerated and people with records 

through “ban the box” reforms in 6 states and 25 localities; 

 Wage-and-hour protections for 2 million home care workers, and greater corporate 

accountability for workers misclassified as independent contractors; 

 Major progress to expand eligibility for overtime pay, potentially benefiting up to 

13.5 million workers – including “managers” earning as little as $23,660 who are 

forced to work overtime with no pay. 

We face an uncertain electoral outcome in November. And well-organized anti-worker 

forces continue to threaten our recent wins on wages and other workplace rights. In the 

coming months, we'll advance the ball where we can, and hold the line where we must. But 

rest assured: NELP will be there, fighting vigorously, for America's workers. 

http://campaign.nelp.org/page/m/6cf727a/715accd0/33b70bcd/6f6f8a77/2358386663/VEsH/
http://campaign.nelp.org/page/m/6cf727a/715accd0/33b70bcd/6f6f8a76/2358386663/VEsE/


As always, we are grateful to you, and look forward to our continued partnership in the 

important work ahead. 

Warmly, 

 

Christine L. Owens 

Executive Director 
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Hani Al-Homsh credits the Welcome Fund for 
affording him the opportunity to live once again 
with his family, pictured here in Central Park.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donetsk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luhansk
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Dear (first name), 

“Clerking for Judge Louis Pollak was about as pure a slice of heaven as there is on this planet.”

These words were spoken by John Savarese earlier this year when LDF honored the memory and 
legacy of the Honorable Louis H. Pollak at our 75th Anniversary dinner in Philadelphia. That evening 
Mr. Savarese presented an award on LDF’s behalf to Mrs. Pollak, one that honored the lifetime 
achievements of Judge Pollak in the struggle for equal justice. 

After receiving the award, Mrs. Pollak said, “The other thing that Lou loved most besides LDF were 
his law clerks. There were 77 and each meant something special to him. And they enhanced his life 
as a judge more than I can possibly say.” 

I invite you to watch and listen to Mr. Savarese and Mrs. Pollak’s reflections about Judge 
Pollak in this six-minute video. I know you will be as touched as I was. 

As always, I am grateful to you for honoring the life of this extraordinary man by helping us establish 
and fund the Louis H. Pollak Fund. Your generosity will advance the careers of law school students 
committed to racial justice and civil rights law.  

One such law school student is Tony Johnson, our very first Louis Pollak Fellow who did tremendous 
work for us this summer supporting our litigation on school desegregation and voting rights.  Tony will 
be back at the University of South Carolina Law School this fall, mindful of his solid contributions to 
our mission and all the new LDF friends and colleagues he can now count on for help as he pursues 
a career in social justice law.

All the best,

Sherrilyn Ifill
President and Director-Counsel 

PS: Do you have a special memory of Judge Pollak or can you share a few 
words that capture what he was like? We’d love to hear from you. Please send 
it to us in writing by emailing MLinton@naacpldf.org. Please let us know if we 
can share it with others in an email similar to this one, and if we can attribute 
it to you or if you’d prefer a more general attribution such as “A Pollak clerk.” 

http://www.naacpldf.org/pollak75


