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ALBERTA HAS BEEN TARGETED FOR ITS TAX DOLLARS BY DESIGN!
My colleague and friend, Trevor Tombe, recently published that for the first

My colleague and friend, Trevor Tombe, recently published that for the first
time since the 1960s, in 2020, Alberta will receive more money from Ottawa
than we send. By his estimate, it will be close to $22 billion.
Tombe points out that this dramatic reversal is driven by the federal
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and simultaneous
collapse of oil prices. He concludes that without this “fiscal shock absorber”
things could have been much worse for Albertans.
So far, so good. But where he goes next is not. Tombe argues that this year’s
transfer “starkly reveals the value of being part of a broader whole.” What?
Does one year of being a “have not” province make up for the 55 years
that Alberta has been a net contributor? Does $22 billion this year
compensate us for hundreds of billions over the past decades?
Tombe anticipates this response and argues that all the earlier transfers
out of Alberta are not the result of “unfair treatment.” Rather they “reflect
Alberta’s strengths” - our higher rates of workforce participation, higher
salaries and a younger population than other provinces. “It’s only natural,” he
declares, that “high-income individuals (and regions with many high-income
individuals, like Alberta) pay more.” Or as he said in a recent interview,
“Alberta’s provincial boundaries just happen to be drawn around a set of very
high income and young individuals.”
In other words, the $630 billion that has left Alberta since 1961 is just a
coincidence of Canada’s geography and demography. There is nothing
conspiratorial or purposive behind these transfers.
In the world of economic theory, this may be true. But in the practical world
of politics, power and self-interest, taxing (opponents) and spending (on
friends), it is profoundly false. There is nothing normal, natural or accidental
about these transfers. They are by design. They are the consequence of a
well thought out, deliberate, purposive political strategy: to defeat the Quebec
separatist movement by pouring more and more federal money into Quebec,
paid for primarily by taking money out of Alberta and the other western
provinces. Alberta is the target of this strategy, not by accident but by design.*
Over the same period of time that $630 billion net has been taken out of
Alberta, Quebec has been the net recipient of $497 billion. In the most
recent equalization program - $20 billion - Quebec receives two out of every

recent equalization program - $20 billion - Quebec receives two out of every
three dollars. No wonder the separatists keep losing referendums. Who
would leave a deal like this?
For the past 60 years, the Liberal party has won federal elections by
promising and implementing policies that transfer wealth from resourcerich/voter-poor regions - Alberta, B.C. and more recently Saskatchewan - to
voter rich/resource-poor regions - most especially Quebec.
This strategy is not unique to Canada. It is also found in several other
democracies in which wealthier regions with smaller populations are
politically vulnerable. In Italy, national left-of-centre parties try to win elections
by promising policies that transfer tax revenues from northern Italy - the
wealthier regions of Lombardy and Veneto - to the poorer but more heavily
populated southern regions. In Spain, the targeted area is Catalonia, including
Barcelona and surrounding regions.
The parallel experiences of Catalonia, Lombardy and Alberta are systemic and
predictable. They are a variation on a familiar strategy: you can win elections
by promising to give a majority of the voters something for nothing - but
instead of targeting wealthier individuals and families (a minority of voters), you
target wealthier regions (with a minority of voters). Vote-seeking national
political parties will seek to win elections by promising policies that
redistribute wealth from regions with more wealth but fewer voters to regions
that are less wealthy but have more voters.
In Canada, this strategy was immortalized by the memorable words of Pierre
Trudeau’s 1980 campaign strategist Keith Davey: “Screw the West. We’ll
take the rest.” With the promise of cheap oil and gas for voters in central
Canada, the Liberals won the election and enacted Trudeau’s National Energy
Policy. The result was an economic disaster for Albertans.
More typically, the Liberal strategy is just to keep growing the size of the
federal government. The more Ottawa spends, the more money flows out
of Alberta and into Quebec. This is especially true of the three major
transfer programs — not just equalization, but also the Canada Health
Transfer and the Canada Social Transfer. Together, these three programs
constitute the single largest component of the federal budget. Yet they are all
for policies and programs that are under provincial jurisdiction. Does anyone

really think this has happened by accident?
The diﬀerence - up to now - is that in Italy and Spain, the targeted regions
are fighting back. In Italy over the past decade, voters/taxpayers in Lombardy
and Veneto have formed the Northern League Party and elected regional
governments and won referendums for greater fiscal autonomy. In Spain, since
2010, the Catalan Independence movement has formed the regional
government in Catalonia and won not one but two referendums to become an
independent state. Their campaign slogan: “Spain is robbing us.” Sound
familiar?
The $630 billion that Ottawa has taken out of Alberta has not been a
coincidence, natural or normal. The “Target Alberta” strategy is by design.
It is a variation on an electoral strategy found in other democracies.
In Canada, it has been fuelled by Ottawa’s obsession with preventing
Quebec from seceding. This is hardly a surprise. What began as a form of
political bribery has morphed into blackmail.
Like most Albertans, I think it is a good thing to keep Quebec in Canada. But
like a growing number of Albertans, I don’t think we should have to pay
them to stay.
Yes, let them be “Maîtres Chez Nous” and give them as much policy autonomy
as they want. But stop sending the bill to Alberta.
Of course, the beneficiaries of this arrangement will never change it
voluntarily. To get change, Alberta must challenge the status quo - which is
now happening: the UCP’s Fair Deal initiative; the Wexit Party; Fairness
Alberta; the Buﬀalo Project; Action Alberta; Project Confederation; etc.,
etc.
Let the debate begin! Alberta’s future depends on it.
Author: Ted Morton
The Calgary Herald Click here
Ted Morton is an executive fellow at the School of Public Policy, University of
Calgary, and a former Alberta minister of finance. He is a co-editor and

contributor to the forthcoming book, Moment of Truth: How to Think About
Alberta’s Future (Sutherland House Publications).
OUR READERS' COMMENTS SECTION
1. From a Reader: I recently visited a lot of small towns in southern Alberta
and I am convinced that what is going on needs to be addressed at many
levels of thoughts and actions. I talked to people who are suﬀering that work or
worked for large organizations or business’s, small operations privately owned,
small town chain merchant distributors, and all are panicked and facing the
same insidious dilemma - they are being forced out of business!!!!! If this was a
war (which it is), we would be banding together to overcome the obstacles that
are preventing Albertans from being self-reliant, having jobs to go to, having a
leadership to voice intelligent controls and maintaining life support systems for
all Albertans regardless of present conditions. If we were to become selfsuﬃcient in Alberta, first it would not only send a message to the Eastern
Eagles, but it would spread like Covid-19 does - quickly and indiscriminately.
Let's build, buy, provide and teach for Alberta first. We are a province of doer’s
not followers, builders not destructors, and most of all compassionate but not
to be taken lightly. Where are our leaders? Let's put Albertans back to work!
For the life of me, I can not understand all the talk but not action! Am I missing
something?
2. From a Reader: By 1741, and with only 15,000 settlers, France eﬀectively
owned North America. However, England's 13 colonies were home to a quarter
million souls, a number that would subsequently prove important (first map
below). In 1759, Quebec fell to England (Wolfe and Montcalm), and In 1805,
Napoleon sold Louisiana to the Americans to raise cash to invade England.
With both ends of their continent severed from Mother France, English settlers
moved in from the thirteen colonies and subsumed stranded French
settlements. Quebec remained intact after 1759 and has retained its
Frenchness. With less than one quarter of Canada's population, Quebec now
owns one third of the Supreme Court nine seats. Not much happened in
Canada until Pierre Trudeau was elected Prime Minister after which all hell
broke loose. Within a few years, Anglo Canada found itself eﬀectively enslaved
to Franco Quebec, a circumstance that tells us something about the nature of
both Ontarians and Quebecois. While, historically, the French lost time and
time again to the English, by the 21st century, they have, eﬀectively, defeated
Anglo-Canadians. Canada is, now, the only nation on the planet in which an

Anglophone majority is subservient to a Francophone minority.
3. From a Reader: The Equalization Payments Policy is our biggest problem.
The Socialist idea of Wealth Transfer creates a lot of “false comfort” by
normalizing the idea of taking from one part of the country which produces the
wealth to other parts of the country. This Welfare Mentality is what creates
people who will end up doing very little to help themselves. In fact, the
provinces that get the freebies, the “have-nots” take advantage of the ones
that provide the wealth, the “have” provinces. Socialism, under any guise, is a
bad policy.
4. From a Reader: We Canadians need to spend more time focusing on our
own sad situation at home rather than what is going on elsewhere. Almost
every problem we are having now can be traced back to one source and that is
Quebec. That province's French Canadian population has set the tone for
almost everything that has been done past and present in this country. They
have been the fly in the ointment and the albatross around the neck of the rest
of Canada. If this country is to survive it must make big changes like
reconfederation minus Quebec, or with a Quebec with no special rights and
privileges which will never happen. The status quo is not an option.
5. From a Reader: I’ve just read the feature article in #139 and it only confirms
in my mind what I have known for some time now, and it is like an open wound
that just won’t heal! George Soros is a very evil man in my estimation, and
when he passes on his agenda will be continued through his son(s). A number
of years ago Ezra Levant wrote a book that highlighted another evil man,
Maurice Strong. I wish I could re-read that book, but I must have lent it out, so
can’t find it. And a few years ago Rebel News showed pictures of our little
potato, JT having a one-on-one private meetings with George Soros, being
mentored, in Davos I believe it happened. Hmm! Naw, couldn’t be, or could it?
All of this mounting crap coming from the Laurentian Elites just confirms that
we in the west need to take action, and take that action NOW! Our rallying cry
needs to be: “Screw the rest, let’s save the West.”
ADDITIONAL READING/ VIEWING
In closing, here is additional information on the problems we are facing and the
need for us to take remedial action immediately to right our sinking ship.
1. PR FIRM THAT WOULD'VE ADMINISTERED WE'S QUEBEC CONTRACT

1. PR FIRM THAT WOULD'VE ADMINISTERED WE'S QUEBEC CONTRACT
HAS EXTENSIVE LIBERAL TIES Click here
2. TRUDEAU LIBERALS GIVE $1M A YEAR TO WWF TO UNDERMINE OIL
AND GAS INDUSTRY Click here
3. QUEBEC COMPANY WITH NO FACTORY SNAGS $133M CONTRACT TO
MAKE PPE Click here
4. C2C JOURNAL: SLOW DEATH BY REGULATION, THE GREAT PUBLICSECTOR DISEASE Click here
5. NEARLY HALF OF CANADIANS SUPPORT NEW ELECTION IF WE
PROBE FINDS TRUDEAU BROKE ETHICS LAW: POLL Click here
ACTION ALBERTA - WHO WE ARE
We are a group of deeply concerned, unpaid Alberta resident volunteers. Our
work is intended to educate, inform and motivate all Canadians to be visible
and vocal regarding the unequal, unfair and discriminatory treatment of Alberta
by our Federal Government. Alberta’s energy sector is the most important
driver of the Canadian economy and its health directly impacts the standard of
living of every Canadian. Unfortunately, that is not happening under our current
Federal government!
Please share this email with your contacts so we can turn this unfair,
inequitable, unjustifiable travesty around for the good of all Canadians. If you
would like to submit information or articles, please send them to me.
Thank you for ALL of your support and interest!
Robert (Bob) J. Iverach, Q.C.
Calgary, Alberta
biverach@mac.com
Ken Wilson
Calgary, Alberta
kenfwilson@icloud.com
Rick Shannon

Calgary, Alberta
Neil Bowker
Edmonton, Alberta
If you wish to receive our emails, please email biverach@mac.com stating
"Subscribe".
If you do not wish to receive them, please email biverach@mac.com stating
"Unsubscribe", but only if you really mean it!!
If you are an elected representative of any level of Government, you have a
fiduciary responsibility and a moral obligation to hear constituent voices about
the problems facing Canada and the Canadian energy and
equalization/transfer payment crisis.
NOTE: Our website disclaimer applies to all our Action Alberta activities.
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