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THIS IS THE REAL DEAL!
By: John Finn
Nanton, Alberta
The UCP has stated that they want a Fair Deal for Alberta in Canada. On the

The UCP has stated that they want a Fair Deal for Alberta in Canada. On the
list of objectives in order to secure a Fair Deal, all but one involves spending
scarce provincial tax dollars while still sending billions in federal tax dollars to
Ottawa every year, and getting little in return. Only one initiative relates to
political reform, wanting to have Alberta’s Senators be elected by Albertans,
rather than appointed by the federal government. Very laudable, but only
window dressing.
Constitutionally, Canada is stuck in 1867. Canada constitutionally has only 4
provinces, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and the rest of
Canada are add-ons, accommodated by minor amendments and concessions,
but not as provinces equal to the original four.
As a democracy, fairness is paramount in the three pillars of government that
make, modify, and interpret the laws that control every aspect of the lives and
livelihoods of Canadians: Parliament, the Senate, and the Supreme Court. The
Constitution is supposed to ensure that fairness. But the Canadian
Constitution doesn’t do that. In fact, rather than fairness and equality, it
ensures that some provinces are much more equal than others!
Most Albertans don’t know or even care, how many Senators Alberta has.
They certainly don’t know their names or what they do. They are surprised to
find out that Alberta has 6 Senators, especially when some know that in the
United States, each state elects only 2 Senators. But what really astounds, and
angers them, is when they find out that the 4 Maritime provinces, with a
combined population that is only slightly more than half of Alberta’s population,
has a total of 30 Senators. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick each have 10
Senators, tiny Prince Edward Island has 4 Senators, and Newfoundland and
Labrador has 6 Senators. Quebec, with a population that is less than double
Alberta’s, has 24 Senators. All of that inequality has its origins in the Canada of
1867. And the UCP thinks that Alberta electing our 6 Senators is going to give
Albertans a Fair Deal?
But the Senate has no real power you say, quite rightly, but that inequality has
ramifications for the House of Commons. Alberta elects 34 Members of
Parliament, but the 4 Maritime Provinces elect a combined total of 32 MPs
when compared with Alberta’s population, they should have only 19. And
Quebec elects 78 MPs when again compared to Alberta’s population, they
should only have 67 seats in the House of Commons. How can that happen
when the seats are distributed based on each province’s population?

when the seats are distributed based on each province’s population?
The answer is that there are 3 little known clauses that give 7 provinces their
excessive and undue representation in the House of Commons, where our
laws are made. They are the Senatorial Clause, the Grandfather Clause, and
the Representation Clause. The Senatorial Clause says that a province must
not have more Senators than MPs, so that over representation in the Senate
gives each of the Maritime provinces additional MPS. The Grandfather Clause
says that each province must have at least the same number of seats now as
they did in 1985, so Quebec and Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, as well as
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, get extra seats. And then there is the very vague
and diﬃcult to understand Representation Clause that benefits only Quebec
with additional seats. So much for the concept of Representation by
Population that we have all been led to believe is the rule in Canada!
The blatant bias in the Canadian Constitution is most evident regarding the
Supreme Court. In it, the province of Ontario is guaranteed 3 of the 9 seats on
the Supreme Court of Canada. Quebec is also guaranteed 3 of the 9 seats on
the Supreme Court. The other 8 provinces get to hope to have the one of the
remaining 3 seats occupied by somebody from their province at some point, if
they are lucky.
Is there any way that Alberta can get a Fair Deal on any of these extremely
important bastions of power in Canada? Yes, the government of Alberta could
propose amendments to the Constitution to correct these imbalances. In order
to be successful, they would need to have at least 7 of the 10 provincial
governments agree to the amendment. The odds of having the provincial
governments of the 5 provinces that are over represented in the Senate, or the
7 provinces that are over represented in the House of Commons, voting to give
up their over representation, is Slim to None, and Slim just left town!
So, they could probably get at least 7 of the 8 provinces not guaranteed seats
on the Supreme Court to support an amendment regarding the Supreme
Court. But there is another requirement in the amending formula. The
provinces supporting an amendment must represent at least 50% of the
population of Canada. That gives Ontario and Quebec, voting together, a veto
of any amendment to the Constitution of Canada.
Considering all 3 of the amendments that would be necessary to correct these
imbalances of power, only Alberta and B.C. receive no preferential treatment

imbalances of power, only Alberta and B.C. receive no preferential treatment
and would not be negatively aﬀected by any of them. So, should Alberta even
consider wasting its time proposing amendments doomed to failure? Yes, such
amendments would do two things. First these amendments would give the
people of Alberta the knowledge of these imbalances. Very few Albertans, even
those who are very well educated, have this knowledge. But if it was out there
in the main stream media and on social media, people would listen and learn.
Second, Albertans would learn, when these amendments were defeated, that
the majority of Canadians don’t want to lose their advantageous over
representation in order to give Albertans a Fair Deal in Canada.
Only with that knowledge, can Albertans make an informed decision on
whether they want change, or if they are happy being second class citizens
forever because Alberta was not one of the original provinces of Canada in
1867!
No wonder that Jason Kenney, the avowed federalist, won’t address this and
propose the necessary amendments. He doesn’t want Albertans to know how
much the deck is stacked against them now, and that they will never get a Fair
Deal as a province of Canada.
OUR READERS' COMMENTS SECTION
1. From a Reader: The Feds suck about 20 billion out of Alberta every year
and we are too stupid to figure it out. Why would things change if you don't
fight for change? Most Albertan are so stupid they can't even figure this out.
Canada is not a Confederation (where provinces help each other), it is a state
of cannibalism and the Feds and Quebec are eating Alberta.
2. From a Reader: Interesting concept presented in this issue (AA #155) with
respect to forming a regional Conservative party representing everything west
of the Ontario border to fight for western values and interests, similar to what
Quebec does. Interesting but it would not work. It would not make any
diﬀerence. We are not Quebec. Quebecer's, and especially the Laurentian
elite's, control the Liberal party and therefore our federal government and most
if not all of our government institutions. When Quebecer's squeak they get
what they want. The only way to change anything to make all provinces equal,
and especially to change the equalization system is to open up the constitution
and re-write some areas of if it. That will never happen. Why would those in
control want to do that? Forming this western based conservative party might
allow us to yell louder, but I am at a loss in figuring out how it would change

allow us to yell louder, but I am at a loss in figuring out how it would change
anything. They are not listening now and I don't see what would make them
listen then. Approximately 65-70% of Canadian voters choose to vote for
parties that want to destroy our oil business. That is what needs to change, not
just the Liberals. I don 't see that ever happening. A new Canadian political
party won't do it. That is why we have formed a western regional party to begin
the process of getting out of this mess. It is called WEXIT, and it is the only way
out, in my opinion.
3. From a Reader: It is very diﬃcult to be optimistic about Alberta's future
especially considering the US election results. Keystone may well be dead
now. There are only so many set backs that this province/economy can
withstand. As our economy spirals down into a depression it makes the
ultimate goal of separation seem as distant as a glimmering star in the galaxy.
We are not going to get any help from Kenney and in hindsight electing Kenney
as leader of the UCP was a huge mistake. Our vision for the future became
clouded with the immediate need to defeat the NDP. Now we are stuck with a
leader that only sees a future for Alberta within Canada, although it is clear
Canada doesn't see Alberta as a strong participant. As our economy continues
our downward trajectory we now face a massive brain drain. These are
disparate times which require disparate measures. We need a strong provincial
leader to step forward with a vision for Alberta outside Canada that can
capture the hearts and minds of the people of this province.
4. From a Reader: When Robert Whiting, an elderly Canadian gentleman of
83, arrived in Paris by plane at the French Customs, he took a few minutes to
locate his passport in his carry on. 'You have been to France before,
monsieur?' the customs oﬃcer asked sarcastically. Mr. Whiting admitted that
he had been to France previously. The oﬃcial replied 'Then you should know
enough to have your passport ready.' The Canadian said, 'The last time I was
here, I didn't have to show it.' 'Impossible, Monsieur. Canadians always have
to show passports on arrival in France!' The Canadian senior gave the
Frenchman a long hard look. Then he quietly explained, ''Well, when I came
ashore on D-Day in 1944 to help liberate this country, I couldn't find a single
Frenchman to show a passport to.'
ADDITIONAL READING/ VIEWING
In closing, here is additional information on the problems we are facing and the
need for us to take remedial action immediately to right our sinking ship.

need for us to take remedial action immediately to right our sinking ship.
1. ANTHONY FUREY: THE IMPORTANT COVID DATA FROM ALBERTA
THAT ALL CANADIANS NEED TO KNOW Click here
2. LILLEY: TRUDEAU HAS EYES SET ON A GREAT RESET FOR CANADA
Click here
3. DANIELLE SMITH: KENNEY ON RIGHT TRACK WITH FOCUSED
PROTECTION, NOT LOCKDOWS Click here
4. JACK M. MINTZ: HIGHER CORPORATE TAXES ARE NOT THE FISCAL
GOLD MINE PEOPLE SEEM TO THINK Click here
ACTION ALBERTA - WHO WE ARE
We are a group of deeply concerned, unpaid Alberta resident volunteers. Our
work is intended to educate, inform and motivate all Canadians to be visible
and vocal regarding the unequal, unfair and discriminatory treatment of Alberta
by our Federal Government. Alberta’s energy sector is the most important
driver of the Canadian economy and its health directly impacts the standard of
living of every Canadian. Unfortunately, that is not happening under our current
Federal government!
Please share this email with your contacts so we can turn this unfair,
inequitable, unjustifiable travesty around for the good of all Canadians. If you
would like to submit information or articles, please send them to me.
Thank you for ALL of your support and interest!
Robert (Bob) J. Iverach, Q.C.
Calgary, Alberta
biverach@mac.com
Ken Wilson
Calgary, Alberta
kenfwilson@icloud.com
Rick Shannon
Calgary, Alberta

If you wish to receive our emails, please email biverach@mac.com stating
"Subscribe".
If you do not wish to receive them, please email biverach@mac.com stating
"Unsubscribe", but only if you really mean it!!
If you are an elected representative of any level of Government, you have a
fiduciary responsibility and a moral obligation to hear constituent voices about
the problems facing Canada and the Canadian energy and
equalization/transfer payment crisis.
NOTE: Our website disclaimer applies to all our Action Alberta activities.
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