8th Grade Lesson Plan
Topic
Operation Overlord and the Leadership of Dwight D. Eisenhower
Time
60 Minutes
Grade Level
8th Grade U.S. History
Learning Objectives
Students will:
1. Analyze why D-Day was necessary for Allied victory.
2. Evaluate Eisenhower’s leadership decisions.
3. Explainthe role of logistics, deception, and planning.
4. Analyze how the invasion changed the course of WWII.

Standards Focus

Historical analysis

Cause and effect

Leadership during wartime

Military strategy
Key Vocabulary
e Operation Overlord
e Operation Neptune
e Logistics
e Airsuperiority
e Amphibious assault
o Casualties

e Deception campaign



o Fortifications
o Axis Powers
o Allied Powers
Materials
¢  WWII Europe map
¢ Normandy beach diagrams
¢ Eisenhower quote handout
¢ Primary source excerpts
o Timeline worksheet
¢ Quiz handout
Bell Ringer (5 Minutes)
Question: “What risks would military leaders face when planning a massive invasion?”
Introduction (10 Minutes)
Teacher discusses:
e Germany controlled much of Europe.
e Stalin pressured Allies to open a second front.
e Allies debated invasion strategy.
e Eisenhower became Supreme Allied Commander.
Discuss the “Germany First” strategy.
Direct Instruction (20 Minutes)
Section 1: Eisenhower’s Preparation
¢ West Point education
¢ Training assignments
¢ Work with George Marshall
¢ North Africa and Sicily campaigns

e Leadership development



Section 2: Planning D-Day

Explain:

Normandy chosen over Pas-de-Calais.

Fake armies misled Germany.

Weather forecasting played a major role.

Air superiority was essential.

Naval bombardment supported troops.

Section 3: D-Day Statistics

160,000 troops

7,000 vessels

12,000 aircraft

Five landing beaches:

o

o

Utah

Omaha

Gold

Juno

Sword

Section 4: Consequences of Failure

Discuss:

Longer war

More casualties

Greater Soviet control of Europe

Possible use of atomic bombs in Europe

Guided Practice (10 Minutes)

Timeline Activity

Students place these events in order:



e PearlHarbor

e North Africa Campaign

e Sicily Invasion

e D-Day

o Liberation of Paris

e German surrender
Independent Practice (10 Minutes)
Historical Analysis Paragraph
Prompt: “Why was Eisenhower the right leader for Operation Overlord?”
Students must use evidence from the lesson.
Discussion Questions

1. Why did the Allies delay the invasion until 19447

2. Why was deception important?

3. Whatrole did technology play in the invasion?

4. How did earlier Allied campaigns prepare soldiers for D-Day?
Exit Ticket

Students answer: “What was the most important factor in the success of D-Day?”

8th Grade Quiz
Multiple Choice

1. What was the code name for the Normandy invasion? A. Torch B. Neptune C.
Overlord D. Avalanche

2. Why did the Allies choose Normandy? A. Germany had no defenses there. B. It
provided surprise. C. It was closer to Berlin. D. Stalin demanded it.

3. What was one purpose of Allied deception plans? A. To hide tanks from Britain B. To
fool Germany about the invasion location C. To train soldiers faster D. To attack
Japan



4. Eisenhower served as: A. President during World War Il B. Supreme Allied
Commander C. Navy Admiral D. British Prime Minister

5. Which beach suffered the heaviest American casualties? A. Utah B. Gold C. Sword
D. Omaha

Short Answer
1. Explain why logistics were important for D-Day.

2. Describe one possible consequence if D-Day failed.

8th Grade Quiz Answer Key

1. C

2. B

3. B

4. B

5. D
Short Answers:

1. Logistics ensured troops had supplies, ships, fuel, ammunition, and
reinforcements.

2. Longer war, greater Soviet expansion, more deaths, or possible atomic bomb use in
Europe.



