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Faith and the Vaccine: Equipping Faith Leaders in the Fight 
Against COVID-19

Learning Objectives

• To equip faith leaders with the information and resources they 
need to build vaccine confidence in their communities

• To know where to find accurate and relevant, scientific 
information about COVID-19 and vaccine developments

• To help develop personalized and collaborative plans for 
communicating about vaccination urgency within our 
congregations and communities



Faith and the Vaccine: Equipping Faith Leaders in the 
Fight Against COVID-19

► Welcome and Introductions
► Role of the Faith Community in COVID Vaccination
► COVID-19 Basics
► COVID-19 Case Data
► COVID-19 Vaccine Basics
► COVID-19 Vaccination Data
► COVID-19 Breakthrough Cases
► COVID-19 Vaccine Myths and Misinformation
► Increasing COVID Vaccine Confidence
► Commitment to Action
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Role of the Faith Community in 
COVID-19 Vaccination



Why Faith Leaders?
CONFIDANTS
COMMITTED TO THE GREATER GOOD

TRUSTED VOICES / CIVIC 
RESPONSIBILITY
TRUSTED SPIRITUAL COUNSELORS



Why Faith Leaders?

• 70% of Black Protestants that were vaccine hesitant reported that they 
would look to religious leaders for vaccine information at least a little



Role of Faith Communities



Vaccine Acceptance, Hesitancy, and Refusal
• Generally, acceptance of the vaccine grew significantly from March to June 2021
• Black Protestants have shown similar rates of hesitancy and refusal to Black 

Americans broadly.
• Black Americans and Black Protestants had notable decreases in vaccine refusal 

(decrease of 5-6%) compared to other demographic groups.

https://www.prri.org/research/religious-vaccines-covid-vaccination/#page-section-3

https://www.prri.org/research/religious-vaccines-covid-vaccination/#page-section-3
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Local COVID-19 Infection Rates and 
Vaccine Rates

Residents in Wards 7 and 8 have had the 
highest rates of new COVID-19 infections 
and the lowest rate of vaccinations.

There is a lack of confidence in the vaccine for a 
variety of reasons, including:

• Misinformation

• Confusion over what constitutes a “valid” 
source of information on COVID-19 and the 
vaccine

• Mistrust of Government

• Applying faith only in the sense of God 
providing supernatural protection from the 
virus



COVID-19 Impact, by 
Ward
(coronavirus.dc.gov data from 9/19/21)

• TOTAL DEATHS = 1174
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COVID-19 Basics
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Health Impacts of COVID-19 Disease 

• Symptoms of mild to moderate illness: Fever or chills, cough, sore throat, 
difficulty breathing/shortness of breath, fatigue, headaches, muscle aches, 
vomiting, diarrhea, loss of taste or smell.

• Critical illness: Respiratory failure, septic shock, and/or multiple organ 
dysfunction that requires hospitalization, intensive care, and/or ventilator. And 
may result in death.

• 1 in 500 Americans have died from COVID (>673,000), including 1,174 DC 
residents 

• Everyone is at risk of developing severe COVID-19 disease. There is an 
increased risk among groups including: older, adults, adults with certain health 
conditions, pregnant women, racial/ethnic minorities. 

https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/overview/clinical-spectrum/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/about-covid-19/basics-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/about-covid-19/basics-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/about-covid-19/basics-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html


Post-COVID Conditions (*AKA* Long COVID, Long-Haul COVID)
• A person of any age who has had COVID-19 can later develop a post-COVID 

condition - even patients who have had mild or asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 
infection.

• New or ongoing symptoms that last weeks or months after first being 
infected:



Variants
• Viruses are constantly changing, so new 

coronavirus variants are expected to occur. 

• As the virus spreads, it has new 
opportunities to change and may become 
harder to prevent and treat.

• The COVID vaccines are effective at
protecting vaccinated individuals from the variants that have emerged to-
date. 

The best way to slow the emergence of new variants is to get vaccinated. 
Vaccination slows the spread of infection and gives the virus less opportunity 
to change and adapt.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/variants/variant.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Ha6yUxze1vk

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Ha6yUxze1vk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ha6yUxze1vk


Alpha vs Delta 
Variants
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DC COVID-19 Case Data



https://coronavirus.dc.gov/

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/


DC’s 
COVID-19 
Cases, by 
Race/
Ethnicity

(coronavirus.dc.g
ov data from 
9/19/21)



DC COVID-19 Cases, by Age

Data as of 9/27/21

N Percent N Percent N Percent N Percent
All 60,898* 100.00% 31,833 100.00% 28,828 100.00% 237 100.00%
Patient Age (yrs)
  Missing 75 0.12% 23 0.07% 47 0.16% 5 2.11%
  0-18 9,542 15.67% 4,764 14.97% 4,735 16.43% 43 18.14%
  19-30 16,751 27.51% 9,318 29.27% 7,356 25.52% 77 32.49%
  31-40 12,177 20.00% 6,250 19.63% 5,877 20.39% 50 21.10%
  41-50 7,421 12.19% 3,736 11.74% 3,662 12.70% 23 9.70%
  51-60 6,560 10.77% 3,226 10.13% 3,318 11.51% 16 6.75%
  61-70 4,611 7.57% 2,325 7.30% 2,277 7.90% 9 3.80%
  71-80 2,295 3.77% 1,252 3.93% 1,037 3.60% 6 2.53%
  81+ 1,466 2.41% 939 2.95% 519 1.80% 8 3.38%

* Includes <5 cases in age group 19-30 and 51-60 who reported gender as Other/Transgender

Patient Sex
 UnknownTotal Female   Male



COVID-19 Impact in DC – Deaths by 
Race/Ethnicity (DC Health data from 9/19/21)

Black residents make up 76% of COVID deaths (coronavirus.dc.gov)



DC COVID-19 Case Data Take-Aways

• In order from most to least, wards 8, 5, and 7 continue to 
have the most COVID-19 cases.

• Non-Hispanic, Black people continue to be the largest 
proportion of cases.

• The majority of cases are diagnosed in young adults ages 
25-34 years old.

• Similar trends for wards 8, 5, and 7, and non-Hispanic Black 
ethnicity/race follow for deaths from COVID-19.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Basics



How Effective Are the COVID-19 Vaccines?



COVID-19 Vaccines
There are 3 vaccines available in the United States: 

mRNA vaccines (2-dose):

Pfizer – Full approval for 16 years+ by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)

Moderna – Emergency use authorization (EUA) from FDA

Viral vector vaccine (1-dose)

Johnson & Johnson/Janssen – EUA from FDA
modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-recipients.pdf (Moderna)
fda.gov/media/144414/download (Pfizer-BioNTech)
fda.gov/media/146305/download (Johnson & Johnson) 

https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-recipients.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/146305/download


How Do the mRNA Vaccines Work?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4sUuFBEo2g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4sUuFBEo2g


How They Work: mRNA and Viral Vector Vaccines
• mRNA and Viral Vector vaccines both:

⎼Cause our cells to produce the spike protein which cues our 
immune system’s response

⎼Once our immune systems recognize the coronavirus spike 
protein, it can quickly destroy it when it enters the body and 
before the actual virus invades the body to the level that causes 
sickness or death.

• mRNA and the viral vector proteins do not enter the 
nucleus of the cell, which is where our genetic 
material (DNA) is kept. 



COVID-19 Vaccines and Variants
World Health Organization (WHO) Sample List of Variants of Interest:



COVID Vaccines vs. New Variants

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=kAkRN0qGIeI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=kAkRN0qGIeI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAkRN0qGIeI


Vaccine Basics Take-Aways

• The COVID vaccines protect against COVID-19, and 
against severe illness and death among those that do 
develop COVID-19.

• Vaccines are effective against all variants to date.

• Widespread vaccination will slow the emergence of 
new variants



Common Side Effects of the Vaccine

• Pain at injection site 
• Fever
• Feeling tired
• Headache
• Chills
• Muscle aches
• Joint pains

•Most symptoms go away within 1 or 2 days.



COVID Risks > Vaccine Risks
• Myocarditis

⎼ COVID-related: 150 per 100,000
⎼ COVID vaccine-related: 4.06 per 100,000

• Death
⎼ COVID-related: 672,000
⎼ COVID vaccine –related: 7,653 unconfirmed reports of death 

(0.0020%) among people who received a COVID-19 vaccine.

• Pre-Term Birth: 10% (nationally)
• National rate: 10%
• Among women that get COVID: 11%
• Among women that have received the COVID vaccine: 9.4%
• Resources to share: https://youtu.be/Ao8ZiiJf0Sc (Dr. Melissa Clark)

https://youtu.be/Ao8ZiiJf0Sc


How Did the Vaccines Get Developed So Fast?

• Scientists weren’t starting from scratch

• Clinical trials efficiencies (not shortcuts)
⎼ Recruitment
⎼ Timing of phases (overlap)

⎼ Effectiveness data as a result of widespread infection

• Preferential FDA review (jumped the queue)

• Manufacturing efficiencies



More on the Clinical Trials
Pfizer/BioNTech

• 45,302 enrolled
• 43,125 received 2nd dose

• 150 clinical sites
• 39 U.S. states

• Racial/ethnic distribution
• 13% - Hispanic
• 10% - African American
• 6% - Asian
• 1% - Native American

• 40% ages 56-85 

Moderna

• 30,000 enrolled
• 25,654 received 2nd dose

• 89 clinical sites
• 32 U.S. states

• Racial/ethnic distribution
• 20% - Hispanic
• 10% - African American/Black
• 4% - Asian
• 3% - All others

• 64% ages 45 and older

Source: https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus/vaccine; https://www.modernatx.com/cove-study
For more information, visit www.clinicaltrials.gov

https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus/vaccine
https://www.modernatx.com/cove-study
http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/


Safety Data for COVID-19 Vaccines
Approx. 212 million Americans have received at least one dose of 
vaccine; including:

o At least 13 million non-Hispanic Black individuals (among 
those who reported race) 

o At least 22 million Hispanic or Latinx individuals (among those 
who reported their ethnicity)

Vaccines have undergone and will continue to undergo the 
most intensive safety monitoring in U.S. history

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/vaccine-safety-monitoring.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Take-Aways
• The health risks of COVID-19 are greater than the health risks 

of the vaccines.

• The vaccines are safe and have been held to FDA’s same 
rigorous safety and effectiveness standards as all other types 
of vaccines in the United States.

• People of color were involved in the vaccines’ clinical trials 
and millions of Americans of color have since received the 
vaccines.

• Vaccines continue to undergo the most intensive safety 
monitoring in U.S. history.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/vaccine-safety-monitoring.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine


• We know:
⎼More vaccinated people = fewer opportunities for 

COVID to spread
⎼Fewer opportunities for COVID to spread = fewer 

opportunities for new variants

• We are still learning:
⎼How many people have to be vaccinated against COVID-

19 before the population can be considered protected 
(i.e. herd or community immunity).
⎼How much does being vaccinated reduce the likelihood 

of an infected person spreading the virus to others

Vaccination to End the Pandemic

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html
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DC COVID-19 Vaccination Data



Vaccine 
Coverage 
in DC 
(12 years +)

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/


Vaccine 
Coverage 
in DC, by 
Race



Vaccine 
Coverage 
in DC, by 
Age



DC COVID-19 Vaccination Data Take-aways

• Ward 7 and 8 have the smallest proportion of fully 
vaccinated residents.

• Black youth ages 12-34 trail amongst those who are fully 
vaccinated.

• Overall, adults ages 18-24 are the lowest proportion of fully 
vaccinated residents in DC.

• As seen from the case slides, this age group starts to 
parallel for the majority of new cases in DC.
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DC COVID-19 Breakthrough Cases 
and Data



Breakthrough 
Infections



What Is a Breakthrough Case?

• The positive detection of COVID-19 in an individual 
who is fully vaccinated 

• Breakthrough cases are expected, as no vaccines are 
100% effective at preventing illness in vaccinated 
people
⎼ Smallpox = 95% effective



DC Vaccine Breakthrough Cases - Incidence



DC Vaccine Breakthrough Cases - Impact

• Fully vaccinated 
residents represent 
5% of hospitalizations
for COVID compared 
to 95% of not fully 
vaccinated residents 
(92.3% for the last 7 
days as of 9/20/21.)



DC Vaccine Breakthrough Cases - Impact

• Fully vaccinated 
residents represent 
4.2% of deaths from 
COVID since January 18, 
2021; 96.8% of deaths 
are among not fully 
vaccinated residents

• There have been 9.0 
deaths due to COVID 
among fully-vaccinated 
DC residents since 
January 18, 2021



DC COVID-19 Breakthrough Case Data Take-Aways

• Fully vaccinated individuals constitute ~14% of 
COVID-19 cases in DC, just over 4% of the 
hospitalizations and under 4% of the deaths since 
January 18, 2021.

• While breakthrough cases are on the rise for 
vaccinated individuals, hospitalizations and deaths 
remain low.



Booster Shot vs. 3rd Dose
Booster Shot
• Another dose of a vaccine that is given to 

someone who built enough protection 
after vaccination, but then that protection 
decreased over time (this is called waning 
immunity)

• Booster shots are given for most vaccines 
(Tetanus every 10 years). The booster shot 
essentially helps the immune system to 
remember the infection

• There are current developments regarding 
plans for COVID-19 booster shots, subject 
to FDA’s authorization and ACIP’s 
recommendation

3rd Dose
• Useful for moderately to 

severely immunocompromised 
individuals who do not build 
enough (or any) protection 
when they first get the 
vaccination

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html


Good Data vs. Misinformation Take-Aways
• Anecdotal data is not reliable; while it may be 

true, it may not be representative of the norm

• Counter misinformation with facts

• Refer persons to reputable (e.g. data-based, 
peer reviewed) resources



How Can You Stay Up to Date on DC’s Data?

Data is available at:
coronavirus.dc.gov/data

• Case data updated daily
• Vaccination and 

breakthrough case data 
updated weekly on 
Thursdays at 4pm

http://coronavirus.dc.gov/data
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COVID-19 Vaccine FAQ, 
Myths and Misinformation



Myths and Misinformation
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• “The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends urgent action to 
increase Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination among people who are 
pregnant, recently pregnant (including those who are lactating), who are trying to become 
pregnant now, or who might become pregnant in the future”

• Antibodies produced by vaccines do not attack the proteins of the placenta

• There is no evidence that the COVID-19 vaccine causes any problems with pregnancy or 
causes infertility

Q: IS THE VACCINE SAFE FOR PREGNANT WOMEN?
A: THE COVID VACCINE IS SAFE FOR WOMEN WHO WANT TO GET 
PREGNANT



Copyright 2020 DC Health | Government of the District of 
Columbia
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• Vaccination gives a strong boost to any protection you have from 
a past COVID-19 infection

• It is not yet known how long you are protected from getting sick 
again after COVID-19 infection.

Q: SHOULD I GET VACCINATED EVEN IF I’VE ALREADY HAD COVID-19?
A: YES, THE VACCINE CAN BOOST IMMUNITY
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• None of the vaccines contain the 
actual live virus that causes 
COVID-19

• Vaccines are 98.9% effective in 
preventing COVID-19 in fully 
vaccinated

Q: CAN I CATCH COVID FROM THE VACCINES?
A:  NO, THE VACCINES PROTECT YOU FROM COVID-19
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• The COVID-19 vaccines cannot enter the nucleus of our cells where our 
DNA is stored

• mRNA is naturally broken down within the cell after a short period of time

Q:  WILL THE VACCINE INTERACT WITH MY DNA?
A:  THE VACCINE DOES NOT INTERACT WITH DNA 
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Increasing COVID-19 
Vaccine Confidence



Rights vs. Responsibilities

• With rights come responsibilities – individual rights impact 
the wider community

• Civic responsibility is inherent in everything we do as leaders 
and people of faith—food distribution, clothing drives, health 
fairs, etc.
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“I’m putting my trust in God.”

“I’ve been exposed to people and not gotten it—so 
God is protecting me.”

______

We have to trust God in ALL things, not just SOME 
things—that includes trusting God to work through 

the vaccine.

WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?



Views on Religious Exemptions
• A slim majority of Black Americans (51%) favor religious 

exemptions to COVID-19 vaccine requirements

• A majority of Black Protestants (57%) favor allowing people to 
opt out of vaccinations on religious grounds.

• More than four in ten Black Protestants (45%) support 
religiously based vaccine exemptions in public schools



Considerations for Religious Exemptions
• No legal obligation to sign any request for COVID-19 

Vaccine Religious Exemptions
• Be consistent with your church/denomination’s 

stance on the vaccine
• Consider the ethics—is the vaccine refusal truly faith 

based?
• Take time to have a conversation with your 

parishioner to more fully understand their concerns
• Be aware of mail order/online exemption “mills”
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SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER:

Mark 12:31James 1:5 3 John 1:2

John 16:13 Corinthians 10:24 John 9:7

“…Love your neighbor 
as yourself.”

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God….”

“Beloved, I wish above 
all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be 
in health….”

“…when He, the Spirit of truth is 
come, He will guide you into all 
truth….”

“Let no one seek his own good, 
but the good of his neighbor.”

“Then He told him, ‘Go, wash in 
the Pool of Siloam’ (which 
means “Sent”). So, the man 
went and washed, and came 
back seeing.”

Genesis 4:9
“We are our 
brother’s keeper”



Communicating and Engaging with…

YOUR CONGREGANTS

Your congregants need opportunities and a 
safe space to discuss their concerns about the 
vaccine and receive accurate information:
• Conduct surveys to assess knowledge, 

barriers, and sentiments.
• Host information forums with physicians, etc. 

to help answer questions/address survey 
results.

• Share best practices from other 
congregations.

• Enlist your Outreach/Health/Youth/Young 
Adult ministries

OTHER PASTORS

All Pastors are not necessarily in 
support of the vaccine. Talk to each 
other directly and find out why:
• Share informational literature and 

request feedback.
• Share stats impacting the areas they 

serve.
• Share your testimony.

66
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Share Your 
Vaccine Journey
• Why did you take the 

vaccine?
• What was involved in your 

decision?
• How does taking the vaccine 

relate to your faith?
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Sharing from the 
Pulpit

• TREAD CAREFULLY
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Sharing Publicly –
Beyond the Pulpit
• At the salon

• At the barber shop

• At family gatherings

• Other places?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/inkyhack/7206430950/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Commitment to Action



Breakout Sessions

Group 1: Youth

Group 2: Outreach and Health 
Ministries

Group 3: In/Out of Pulpit

Group 4: Scripture
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READY? SET? 
ACTION!

• Preparing to share 
and leading by 
example



More Resources



Supplemental Information

Scan for information about 
COVID-19 disease and vaccine 

development

Scan for FAQ’s about 
the COVID-19 vaccine



Resources to Share

fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/emergency-use-authorization-medical-products-and-related-
authorities#A1

Short video 
about 
emergency use 
authorizations 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/emergency-use-authorization-medical-products-and-related-authorities#A1


https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=bREoV8JWc54

Short video: How 
vaccines work 
- with Dr. Corbett 
and Dr. Fauci

Resources to Share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=bREoV8JWc54
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bREoV8JWc54


Resources to Share

Short video: 
Why get 
vaccinated if 
you can still get 
COVID?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQ7Dg7tWntM


Vaccine 
Coverage in 
DC (12 years 
+), by 
neighborhood



Vaccine 
Coverage 
in DC, by 
Ethnicity



COVID-19 Impact – DC Deaths by Age



• CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-
departments/addressing-vaccine-misinformation.html

• Stronger: Your quick guide to detecting misinformation, 
disinformation, lies, and conspiracy theories about vaccines. 
https://stronger.org/resources/how-to-spot-misinformation

• Misinformation Alerts from the Public Health 
Communications Collaborative: 
https://publichealthcollaborative.org

Resources to Track Misinformation

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-departments/addressing-vaccine-misinformation.html
https://stronger.org/resources/how-to-spot-misinformation
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/


Evaluation Survey
Your feedback is invaluable to us!

• https://forms.gle/CE7gAMTJPPghQCAP9

THANK YOU!

https://forms.gle/CE7gAMTJPPghQCAP9
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